Salmon River Watershed Partnership
Meeting Minutes
February 16, 2022
1. Call to Order: Vice-chair Brian O’Connell called the meeting to order at 7:09pm. In attendance were; Brian O’Connell, Jim McHutchison, Gary Lussier, Chris Frey, Phil Gaudreau, Scott Sivek, Bernie Gillis, Jay Gigliotti, Suzanne Simone and Eric Thomas.  Also in attendance was Pat Young, Watershed Coordinator
2. Administration 
a. Minutes 12-15-21: review and approval: Motion to approve the December 15, 2021, minutes made by P. Gaudreau and seconded by B. Gillis. Unanimous
b. Budget, Expenses and Contributions: P. Young reviewed basic expenses and reported on municipal contributions.
c. Updates on Long-Term Vision Progress: P. Young reported on the status of the long-term visioning process and thanked members for their contributions thus far. J. Gigliotti commented that development of a watershed management plan appeared to be a fairly unanimous goal and hoped it would be reflected in the final report. Further discussion was also held on importance of education programming in schools being reflected in the report.
d. Summer Interns: P. Young stated that SRWP may be able to work with Three Rivers Community College to help fund a summer internship. She also asked members if they may have any need/projects that an intern would be appropriate for.
3. Partner updates 

a. Haddam: J. McHutchison reported that there had not been much activity in the Haddam Neck area relating to land acquisition, but there is ongoing dialogue related to the CT Yankee property.
b. Trout Unlimited: G. Lussier indicated that were not many TU activities currently going on in the Salmon River Watershed. He asked if P. Young could forward a DEEP Fisheries contact relating to a possible riparian planting project. P. Young will forward a contact.

c. Town of Colchester: Jay Gigliotti reviewed a change to the towns open space acquisition criteria, which now allows partnering with an organization even if the town will be the final owner of the property.  This will allow more flexibility to work together with organizations for land preservation in the town. He reported on funds needed for newly acquired parcel along Pine Brook to establish a parking area and trails. And finally he reviewed the status of a trail project that was granted in 2019, extension of the Goodwin Trail, and stated that DOT is now requesting two sets of flashing beacons across the two state routes (RT 16 and RT 149). He also noted that the town is working with Alta Environmental to do a supplemental Phase 1 and a Phase 2 assessment on the site of an old mill on the Salmon River.  And finally, he mentioned that with staff changes, he is now also responsible for coordinating with the Norton Mill Park Committee.
4. CT DEEP: E. Thomas updated the members on the state Open Space Grant. While there were no applications noted for the watershed, it is apparently that the funds being made available are inadequate if the state is to meet its long-term goal of land protection in the state.  He reported on the Recreational Trails Grant. Twenty projects have been awarded about 3 million dollars in total. He also noted that DEEP’s non-point source program has received an application for a third phase of implementation of stormwater retrofit projects for Lake Pocotopaug. And he announced that the Long Island Sound Future’s Fund Grant round is out with a few changes that include a lower match component and that the funders are working with a third party to help get information out on the grant as there has been a significant funding increase.
5. Town of Hebron: C. Frey reported that the Town Open Space Committee continues to be active in town and recently closed on the Bernstein property, which is over 280 acres in total. There is also work on acquiring a smaller parcel in Raymond Brook Watershed as z connection parcel. And there are a couple of larger parcels the committee has become aware of and will be looking at further.
6. Colchester Land Trust: S. Sivek reported that the Land Trust just walked a 77 acre parcel, adjacent to East Haddam Fish & Game land. It is in the Eightmile River Watershed. P. Young recommended reaching out for possible funding support from the Eightmile River Watershed.  S. Sivek also noted that the Land Trust has a draft Forest Management Plan for three of its properties. B. O’Connell asked which firm they were using as Hebron is also looking for a forester. S. Sivek will share a contact after the meeting.

7. Town of Glastonbury: S. Simone mentioned that she is still new to the town and watershed, but noted that was not any activity to report.
8. Haddam Neck: P. Gaudreau said he did not have anything further to add to J.McHutchison’s report earlier.

9. Town of East Haddam: B. Gillis stated there was nothing new to report for the East Haddam/Moodus section of the watershed.
10. RWP project/activity update
a. Annual Newsletter: P. Young reported that she has received some articles for the newsletter, with a few more still to come in and hopes to be working on that over next month or so.
b. Monitoring Projects: SRWP currently organizes 4 stream monitoring projects. Most are seasonal. She will be working to get the summer baseline report out shortly.
c. Outreach & Ed: P. Young noted that SRWP has been asked to participate in the Machimoodus Spring Fling (East Haddam). This is their first year.  P. Gaudreau and B. Gillis both offered to assist. P. Young also made a decision to not participate in Hebron MapleFest as vendors need to be present for both days. SRWP has been asked to do a short presentation on monitoring activities to the Bolton Conservation Commission. P. Young will handle this.
d. Other Projects: P. Young asked the members if there would be any interest in doing a spring tour of the watershed.  It would be a caravan style tour, stopping at key points in the watershed. She mentioned that since there were a number of newer board members it might be helpful for them to get acquainted with the watershed. The group agreed that it would be a good opportunity.
11. Other Business
12. Adjournment; Meeting was adjourned at 8:21pm
Respectfully submitted:
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