Hist 604

Graduate Seminar on Historical Theory and Method

Meeting time: Tuesdays, 2:00-4:50

Meeting place: T 239

Instructor: Prof. J.L. Caradonna

Email: caradonn@ualberta.ca

Office hours: By appointment only

Introduction
This seminar is meant to establish a high level of theoretical ‘literacy.’ Perhaps some of you encountered ‘theory courses’ as undergraduates. No doubt others bypassed theory altogether—which is only possible in a discipline such as history, with its deep roots in empiricism. Thus, for those of you who were educated in “anti-theory” or “archival-based” undergraduate programs—i.e. empiricist programs—this course is meant to bring you up to speed. For those who have studied theory and methods extensively, this course will improve your knowledge of current theoretical debates. 

Some of the basic questions that guide this course include the following: How should history be written? What is the role of history (and the historian) in modern society? What constitutes a plausible historical argument? How should societies remember the past, and who gets to tell those stories? How does historical ‘memory’ function? If ‘discourses’ or ‘paradigms’ of knowledge change over time, then how can an historian in the present know anything about a defunct mental world in the past?

Ideally, I would like the course to enhance graduate-level research and/or help determine the path of future research—which is why, for the two writing assignments, students will have the option of integrating theoretical perspectives into preexisting writings/research. 

Books (for sale, online, and on reserve)
--Course pack

--A few readings are located online

--Practicing History, ed. G. Spiegel

--Foucault, The Archaeology of Knowledge

--Foucault, Discipline and Punish

--Joan W. Scott, Gender and the Politics of History: Revised Edition (1999)

--Hayden White, The Content of the Form
--Stephen Greenblatt, Marvelous Possessions
--James E. Young, The Texture of Memory: Holocaust Memorials and Meaning

--The Invention of Tradition, eds. E. Hobsbawm and T. Ranger

--Edward Said, Orientalism

--Thomas Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions

Structure
This is a seminar. There will be no lecturing. The readings will be fairly substantial (usually between 100 and 200 pages per week), but the writing load is fairly light. The key to success in this course is to a) do all the readings, and b) participate actively in each discussion section. There is no way of getting a decent mark in this course without actively participating. 

Assignments and Marking

Participation in class discussions: 50%

First essay (14-15 pages): 25%

Second essay (14-15 pages): 25%

The criteria for both writing assignments is as follows: Write an essay of 14-15 pages in length, regular margins, 1.5 spacing. 

There are two possible approaches to the essays:

1) Write a pure “theory paper” that explores any theme or set of challenges from the course. I am particularly interested in seeing how a given theoretical approach could be applied to historical research. The essay can focus on one or more authors/texts. 

2) Integrate any of the texts or approaches from this course into your own preexisting research. That is, rewrite your own research by integrating theoretical material from this course. The idea is to strengthen your argumentation by using theory to give shape and meaning to archival research. Moreover, questions to keep in mind include: How does a given theory affect the kinds of questions or problematics that you’d pose? What can and can’t be known about historical sources? How does the perspective of the historian affect his or her findings—and why is it important to be a self-conscious historian? How does your perspective differ from that of other (especially previous) historians, and why? 

September 14: Introduction to the course

September 21: Exorcizing the Ghosts of the 19th Century: Objectivity, Empiricism, 

Whigs, Scientific History, Progress, Great Men, and Professional Homogeneity

--Herbert Butterfield, The Whig Interpretation of History, Introduction-ch.4 

(about 30 pages) [Located online. Google the title. It is found at a site called www.eliohs.unifi.it/testi/900/butterfield]. 

--Peter Novick, That Noble Dream: The ‘Objectivity Question’ and the American 

Historical Profession, pp.61-85, 415-468 [course pack]

--Michel de Certeau, “The Historiographical Operation,” in The Writing of History, 

pp.56-111 [course pack]

September 28 Cracks in the Structure: Derrida, White, and the Move from Structuralism 

to Post-Structuralism in the Humanities

--Gabrielle M. Spiegel, “Introduction” to Practicing History, pp.1-31 [purchase or found 

online via the U of A library]

--Jacques Derrida, “Structure, Sign, and Play in the Discourse of the Human Sciences,” 

pp.278-293 in Writing and Difference [course pack]. 
--Hayden White, “The Fictions of Factual Representation,” pp.204-229 in The Houses of 

History [course pack]

October 5: Foucault: Language, Discourse, Power, Practice, and Conditions of 

Possibility (Part 1)

--Michel Foucault, “What is an Author?,” pp.113-138 in Language, Counter-Memory, 

Practice [course pack]

--Michel Foucault, The Archaeology of Knowledge, pp.3-63, 79-117, 135-140, 178-195 

[purchase]

October 12: Foucault: Language, Discourse, Power, Practice, and Conditions of 

Possibility (Part 2)

--Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, pp.3-308 [purchase]

October 19: Anthropology and Cultural History
--Clifford Geertz, ch.1 “Thick Description: Toward an Interpretive Theory of Culture,” 

pp.3-32 in The Interpretation of Cultures [course pack]

--Clifford Geertz, ch.15 “Deep Play: Notes on the Balinese Cockfight,” pp.412-454 in 

The Interpretation of Cultures [course pack]. 

--Robert Darnton, “Workers Revolt: The Great Cat Massacre of the Rue Saint-Séverin,” 

pp.74-104 in The Great Cat Massacre and Other Episodes in French Cultural History [course pack]
Supplementary reading: Look at the reviews of Darnton’s book by Roger Chartier and Dominick LaCapra, both located on J-Stor. 

October 26: The Concept of Practice and Its Importance for History

--Pierre Bourdieu, “Outline of the Theory of Practice: Structures and the Habitus,” 

pp.179-198 in Practicing History [purchase]

--Richard Biernacki, “Language and the Shift from Signs to Practice in Cultural Inquiry,” 

pp.228-244 in Practicing History [purchase]

First Essay due (in class)

November 2: Gender and History

--Joan W. Scott, Gender and the Politics of History: Revised Edition, pp.ix-50 (1999) 

[purchase]

--Judith Butler, Gender Trouble, pp.vii-xxviii, 1-46 [course pack]

--Lynn Hunt, “The Bad Mother,” pp.89-123 in The Family Romance of the French 

Revolution [course pack]

November 9: Narrative, History, and the Text-Context Conundrum

--Hayden White, The Content of the Form, chs. 1, 2, 5, 8 [purchase]

--Stephen Greenblatt, Marvelous Possessions: The Wonders of the New World, pp.1-25, 

52-85 [purchase]

November 16: The Problem of Memory

--Discuss Graham Carr, “War, History, and the Education of (Canadian) Memory,” 

pp.57-78 in Memory, History, Nation: Contested Pasts, ed. K. Hodgkin & S. Radstone (located online: Google the title and it appears)

--James E. Young, The Texture of Memory: Holocaust Memorials and Meaning, pp.1-

112 [purchase]

November 23 Myth-Making, Tradition, and the Making of Historical Consciousness

--James W. Loewen, Lies My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your American History 

Textbook Got Wrong, pp.1-65 [course pack]

--The Invention of Tradition, eds. E. Hobsbawm and T. Ranger, Chs. 1, 2, and 7 

[Purchase]

November 30: The Limits of the Post-Colonial

--Edward Said, Orientalism, pp.1-110 [purchase]

--George Elliott Clarke, “What Was Canada?” in  Is Canada Postcolonial? Unsettling Canadian Literature, ed. L. Moss, pp.27-39 [course pack]

--Neil Besner, “What Resides in the Question, ‘Is Canada Postcolonial?’” in Is Canada Postcolonial? Unsettling Canadian Literature, ed. L. Moss, pp.40-48 [course pack]

December 7: Paradigms in the History of Science

--Thomas Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, pp.1-210 [purchase]

Final essay due December 12th to my box or email inbox by 4:30 pm. 

