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Orange Stake Youth Activities Policy

Overview

Youth activities should be planned with a Christ-centered gospel purpose and with the objective to reinforce gospel principles and teachings learned on Sunday.  Whenever possible, youth should be involved in planning activities.

Policies

Age Requirements for Participation in Stake Youth Activities.  Youth ages 12 through 18 who have not yet graduated from high school are eligible to participate in Stake Youth Activities.  Graduation from high school is normally the time of transition to the Orange Hills YSA ward and young single adult activities at a stake level.

In general, individuals ages 18 and above who did not graduate from high school with their normal school cohort, but who continue to work on high school graduation requirements in various settings after their cohort's normal graduation, do not attend stake youth activities.  Exceptions to this policy will be considered on a case by case basis, upon discussion between the bishop and the stake presidency.

Such individuals may participate in ward youth activities at the discretion of their bishop, according to the best interests of the individual.  In addition, such individuals may participate in the stake's young single adult activities. 

Young men and women ages 12 to 13 are not permitted to attend stake dances.  On rare occasions, an exception to this policy may be announced in advance of a particular event, as determined by the stake presidency."

Sabbath Day Activities and Travel

No church-sponsored events are to be scheduled on Sunday.  The only permissible exception to this policy is participation in an approved, regional, multi-unit long-term camp.  Sunday travel, including travel to or from a Scout summer camp, is not permitted.
Parent/Guardian Permission and Medical Release Form.  This form must be completed, including signatures, and remain in the possession of the activity leader.  While traveling to and from an activity, a copy of the signed Parent/Guardian Permission and Medical Release Form should be given to the driver of each young man or young women passenger.  Permission/release forms must be used for each and every non-local, overnight travel or activities that require specific physical skills or experience. Individual release forms should be filled out for each activity rather than securing one release for the entire year.  Parents should be given adequate information about the events and activities so they can make an informed decision about their youth’s participation. Parents should also provide valuable information about their youth’s allergies, pre-existing medical conditions, and medications.  Permission/Release forms can be found at Orange Stake Permission Slip.
Travel and Distance
:    Youth activities should be simple and involve little or no cost, and should not involve travel that could impose a hardship.  Drivers must be at least 21 and each driver must provide proof of adequate automobile insurance.  All safety precautions must be followed, including restricting travel to daylight hours only with the exception of early Monday morning travel to locations that cannot be reached in daylight hours by the start of the morning’s camping activities so long as no one driver is behind the wheel for more than three consecutive hours on that day.  For example, early Monday morning travel under these arrangements in order to reach Camp Whitsett in Kern County in time for the morning’s classes.
Use of local area facilities is strongly encouraged, and long-distance travel is discouraged.  Generally, one-way travel to and from outings of 350 miles or less will be approved, assuming the plan is compliant with these policies.  Travel which is greater than 350 miles and travel outside the country may be approved on a case by case basis and may require additional time to review.  Prior to making reservations or announcing plans, leaders should seek Stake Presidency approval.  When feasible, commercial transportation that is licensed and is protected by liability insurance is suggested.

Stake Activity and Tour Permit.  Activities must receive prior approval from the Bishop and Stake Presidency for all outings greater than one night, and for travel outside the immediate area.  Bishop-only approval is sufficient for one-day outings, and for outings that include one overnight stay.  To avoid disappointment and the potential for losing reservation fees, approval for outings must be received prior to finalizing plans or making reservations.

BSA Outings.  BSA tour permits are no longer required for any trip, but in order for BSA insurance to be available, all scouting activities must comply with Commitment to Safety, Guide to Safe Scouting, Risk Assessment Strategy and Camp Standards.  A copy of Guide to Safe Scouting must remain in the possession of the tour leader at all times during the trip or camp and must be observed at all times.

Diving/Jumping into Water
.  Diving is permitted only into clear, unobstructed water from heights no greater than 40 inches. Water depth must be at least 8 feet. Bottom depth contours and slopes below diving boards and elevated surfaces require greater water depths and must conform to state regulations. Foot-first jumping into water is permitted only when the following conditions are met: 1. The jumping platform can be no taller than the jumper is tall.  2. Water is clear and unobstructed. 3. Water must be at least chest deep with minimal risk from contact with the bottom.  4.  The jump must not require clearing any obstacle, including land.  All divers and jumpers must be able to pass a swimming test appropriate to the water conditions.
Use of Guns and Firearms.  All youth activities must be planned, managed and supervised so that participants are not put at risk of injury.  While the use of firearms and guns may introduce a significant element of risk, teaching youth proper gun safety coupled with the occasional and closely-supervised use of guns and firearms for target shooting, can be fun and may serve to help avoid potential future gun- and firearm-related accidents.

Use of guns and firearms during youth activities should be limited to use while attending organized camps.  State and local laws must be observed at all times.  Gun and firearm use is permitted only when under the constant supervision of a currently-certified NRA firearms instructor, or in the case of BSA-sponsored activities, a currently-certified BSA or National Rifle Association firearms instructor.
Guns and firearms may be used by scouting units only in accordance with standards outlined in the chapter 1 of the BSA National Shooting Sport Guide BSA National Shooting Sport Guide.  Young women leaders must be familiar with BSA guidelines and follow the same guidelines if any planned young women activity involves the use of guns and firearms.

During planned activities, youth are only permitted to use firearms permitted for their age and supervisory conditions as outlined in the BSA materials above.  Use of any gun or firearm other than those listed is not permitted.
Parents and legal guardians must complete and sign a Firearms Permission Form in order for their son or daughter to participate in gun- and firearm-related activities.  The Permission Form should be attached to the Orange Stake Firearm Permission Form, and both forms must remain in the possession of the activity leader.
School Schedules.  Activities must not require a young man or a young woman to be absent from school.

Chaperones.  Adult chaperone-to-youth ratio should be adequate.  Regardless of whether it is a scout activity, no adult may be alone with a youth on any activity or outing.  At least two responsible adults must be within sight and hearing of every youth and one-on-one contact or presence between adult and child is prohibited (except for parent and child).
Joint Young Men and Young Women Outings.  With the exception of an occasional stake youth conference, jointly-attended young men and young women overnight outings will not be allowed.
Fundraising
:  All fundraising activities must adhere to the following basic principles:  1) the budget allowance program was created to reduce the financial and time burdens on members; 2) members should not pay fees or be assessed to participate in Church programs; 3) priesthood and auxiliary leaders should reduce and simplify activities wherever possible; 4) activities should be planned at little or no cost, should build testimonies, and should provide meaningful service to others

All stake and ward youth activities, including Scout and Young Women camps, are to be funded by the stake and ward budgets.  If budget allowance funds are insufficient, young men and young women may individually earn their own money for the cost of one annual camp.  If budget allowance funds are insufficient and young men and young women are unable to individually earn enough for the one annual camp, they may hold group fund-raising activities; however, this should be done only as a last resort.

Young men and young women may hold group fund-raising activities to pay for equipment for the unit if there is not sufficient budget allowance.  Generally, the cost of this annual camp should be no more than a typical week at Scout Camp, currently $425.

Those conducting fund-raising activities must comply with the following general church guidelines:  1) activities must comply with tax and liability guidelines stated in the Church Handbook of Instructions: 2) products or services are not to be sold door-to-door; 3) fundraising activities should provide meaningful value or service and provide a positive experience and build harmony and unity within the group; 3) bishop’s approval is required prior to the activity.
Priesthood leaders should take special care to see that members are not made to feel obligated to contribute to fund-raising activities.  Contributions should be voluntary.
� www.safety.lds.org


� Church Handbook of Instructions, Handbook 2, Section 13.6.19 “Sabbath Day Observance.” And, Scouting Handbook, p. 6, Section 8.10 “Camping and Sabbath Day Observance”.


� Church Handbook of Instructions, Handbook 2, Section 13.6.24, “Travel”.  And for Scout leaders, when applicable, Guide to Safe Scouting, Section XI, “Transportation”.


� Aquatics Safety.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/HealthandSafety/GSS/gss02.aspx" �http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/HealthandSafety/GSS/gss02.aspx�


� Church Handbook of Instructions, Handbook 2, Section 13.6.8, “Fund-Raising Activities.” 
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