WELCOME TO FANDOM


In 1977, my life underwent some pretty serious changes.  I accepted a position as a Library Assistant at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh, and moved to this city about which I knew next to nothing.  And my love of the newly released film Star Wars brought me together with a librarian named Karen Weikert, with whom I began seeing the movie at least twice a week through most of that winter.  Karen introduced me to adult fantasy literature, and together we made our first steps into the wonderful universe of organized fandom – we attended our first con, X-Con, in Milwaukee, in 1978.


We really didn’t know what to expect, but we dove in, and it was GREAT!  Meeting authors Gordon Dickson and Anne McCaffrey, discovering the Art Show (for which we both volunteered to work as gofers, another great experience), wondering through the Dealer’s Room, attending panels, and attending our very first filksing.  The crowning glory of the whole experience, however, was meeting so many other people with whom we had so very much in common.  We began to build a wide circle of friends, for me my very first ‘social life’; many of these friendships still support us.


There followed years of cons, with Karen and later with Judy Nord, my long-time roommate here in Oshkosh.  As well as X-Con, there were other annual cons:  WindyCon and CapriCon in Chicago. MiniCon in Minneapolis.  WisCon and OdysseyCon in Madison.  MythCons in Wheaton, Il; Milwaukee; and Minneapolis.  Two WorldCons, both in Chicago.  Most recently, we discovered BoucherCon, the world mystery convention – I’ve gone to it in Milwaukee, Chicago, and as far away as Washington D.C. – quite an experience for me, flying alone less than two months after 9/11, with new security systems being set up, and armed National Guardsmen patrolling the airports.  If you want to meet a range of professional authors, the book-oriented cons are a great way to do it – and to learn an awful lot about writing and publishing.  You will also meet some pretty great friends who also attend these events.  Most of these conventions have websites, so do a little exploring, and you just might find a con near you!


There’s something I have to point out here, however: the conventions I’m talking about are not the highly publicized con ‘events’ with lists of actors as guests of honor.  These events can be fun, too, if you like the specific set of films or TV shows that are represented, and like meeting other people who enjoy them as well, but the main focus is on the guests of honor, with a narrow range of panel topics and crowds of people waiting in line to get autographs (which you may have to pay extra for – and the membership fees are usually pretty high too).  Occasionally, there may be actors and even directors and producers at regular conventions, especially WorldCon, but the focus will usually include books and authors as well.  


One of the many interests I developed by attending conventions was costuming; I ended up joining a Milwaukee group that started out going to movies in full costume (seeing the young boys watching Han Solo playing pin ball was great!) and then moved on to historical events.  The historical costume I’m wearing in the photo posted on this page was designed and made for me by Mary Jean Holmes, and it remains one of my favorites.


For me, the most lasting con experience has been MediaWest*Con, over the Memorial Day weekend, in Lansing, Michigan.  I try to attend MediaWest every year, but the economy, travel difficulties, and health problems keep making it more difficult.  I’ve been going long enough that now, whenever I’m able to go, I function as art show staff, handling art show closedown on Monday morning – checking the artists out and making sure they receive their money; checking out those buyers who didn’t pay for and pick up their pieces during the auction Sunday night.  It can be hectic, but I really do enjoy it.  I keep doing more and more panels, too – in 2009, I ended up doing several panels about paranormal romance, my first pro genre, which even allowed me to do some promo for my first book.  


MediaWest is a different kind of media con, because its focus in on fannish activities.  There are no professional guests of honor, either performers or writers, and a very wide range of interests is represented.  If you enjoy something being written/published, broadcast on television, or showing in movie theaters, the chances are, it’s of interest at MediaWest.  Also, because the people who started this con, and still run it, Gordon Carleton and Lori Chapek-Carleton, are also breeders of champion Samoyed dogs, MediaWest is a pet convention.  Cats, dogs, ferrets, parrots, even the occasional snake, are among the happy con-goers, which really makes things special.  The Dealer’s Room is spectacular, and the Art Show is frequently beyond belief.  Panels run from 9am to midnight, with anywhere from 4 to 8 to choose from every hour.  There are workshops and demonstrations; a film room for favorite movies and another film room for fannish videos; a fanzine reading room; costume competitions; a very active role-playing Blaster Battle going virtually the entire convention; people who deal out of their rooms; parties; just an unbelievable number of activities.  I truly love this convention, and recommend it heartily.  Check it out:




http://www.mediawestcon.org

So, take another look at organized fandom, and conventions.  If you’re careful and do your homework, you could find yourself having some fabulous weekends, making friends from all over the world, and participating in activities you probably can’t find anywhere else.

