U12 League Div 3 – Result:

Tuesday 15th April 2014

Milltown 6-4 - Ballykelly 1-4
 

Jim Byrne's young Milltown team out-thought a strong Ballykelly side at Milltown in the 2nd game in the round robin U12 football league. This Ballykelly side had only recently lost by a last minute goal to Two-Mile-House so Milltown were expecting a close encounter. Milltown were missing their talisman defender Sean (Bawnie) Murphy due to sickness so a re-arranged team took the field with Neil Tiernan and Luke Redmond tasked with plugging the defensive gap.   

 

On the night Ballykelly appeared stronger, faster and more skillful overall but they didn't play as a unit, didn't play for each other ... Milltown did! Milltown were more apt at finding the opening spaces, the lose man and this created scoring chances which Milltown took and Ballykelly didn't. Andrew Buckley, Jimmy O'Neill and Peter Hamilton in particular opened up the visitor's defence time and time again with Luke Redmond popping up from the backs to slot over the opening point in the 3rd minute. Milltown pressed their advantage and were up 2-2 before Adam Ryan scored Ballykelly's opening point in the 13th minute. Ben Hewson scored his second goal to make it 5-2 to 0-2 at half time. A commanding lead to go in at the break.

 

In the second half Ballykelly came out strong but O'Neill and Buckley put a series of short passes together to neutralise the Ballykelly's midfield of Mia Supple and Adam Ryan. Ballykelly played much better in the second half but wasted several scoring chances. Goalkeeper Jack Heavey played his best game so far for Milltown and kept Ballykelly to only one goal in the entire match.  The second half was evenly contested with both sides actually scoring 1-2 each but it was Milltown's dominant display in the first half that stood to them in the end. 

 

With the game as good as won, Milltown brought on three subs but would have brought on all five if they had their gum-shields.  Notably, the referee was particularly strict on gum-shields and bad language and stopped the game frequently to speak to the players about both.

 

Milltown: Jack Heavey, Oran O'Brien, James Byrne, Shane Daly, Neil Tiernan, Luke Redmond (0-1), Andrew Buckley (1-0), Jimmy O'Neill (0-3), Sam Arkwright, Peter Hamilton, Ben Hewson (2-0), Aaron Walker (2-0) and Mike Sadlier (1-0). 

 

Next game is away to Two Mile House 7pm Tuesday 22nd April.
