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AA  BBoooott  ttoo  tthhee  HHeeaadd  

  
BBeehhoolldd,,  tthhee  ssuunn,,  tthhee  mmoooonn,,    

aanndd  eelleevveenn  ssttaarrss  wweerree  bboowwiinngg  ddoowwnn  ttoo  mmee..    
((GGeenn  3377::99))  

  
  

  
  
  

  1 Now Then Jacob called his sons and said, "Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you 

what shall happen to you in days to come. 
 2 "Assemble and listen, O sons of Jacob, listen to Israel your father. 

 3 "Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might, and the firstfruits of my strength, preeminent in 
dignity and preeminent in power. 

 4 Unstable as water, you shall not have preeminence, because you went up to your father's 

bed; then you defiled it-- he went up to my couch!1 
5 "Simeon and Levi are brothers; weapons of violence are their swords. 

 6 Let my soul come not into their council; O my glory, be not joined to their company. For in 
their anger they killed men, and in their willfulness they hamstrung oxen.2 

 7 Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce, and their wrath, for it is cruel! I will divide them in Jacob 
and scatter them in Israel. 

 8 "Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; your 

father's sons shall bow down before you. 

                                                           
1 “Water shall flow from his buckets” (Num 24:7). This “appears more expressly as an allusion to the standard 
of Reuben, the "man with the river," Aquarius pouring water from his pitcher; and if one be a reference to a 
standard, the others may also well be.” See “The Mysterious Bible,” Nov 2013, 
http://themysteriousbible.blogspot.com/2013/11/the-12-tribes-of-israel-and-zodiac.html, last accessed 5-11-
2015. 
2 The Targum of this verse reads, “In their counsels my soul found no pleasure; and in their gathering togeth-
er at the city of Shekem to destroy it, they were not favourable to my honour; for in their anger they slew 
kings with princes, and in their wilfulness they sold Joseph their brother, who is compared to the ox” (Gen 
49:6 Jerusalem Targum). On Joseph and the ox see also next note. 

http://themysteriousbible.blogspot.com/2013/11/the-12-tribes-of-israel-and-zodiac.html
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 9 Judah is a lion's cub; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He stooped down; he 

crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse him? 
 10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until 

tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. 
 11 Binding his foal to the vine and his donkey's colt to the choice vine, he has washed his gar-

ments in wine and his vesture in the blood of grapes. 

 12 His eyes are darker than wine, and his teeth whiter than milk. 
 13 "Zebulun shall dwell at the shore of the sea; he shall become a haven for ships, and his bor-

der shall be at Sidon. 
 14 "Issachar is a strong donkey, crouching between the sheepfolds. 

 15 He saw that a resting place was good, and that the land was pleasant, so he bowed his 
shoulder to bear, and became a servant at forced labor. 

 16 "Dan shall judge his people as one of the tribes of Israel. 

 17 Dan shall be a serpent in the way, a viper by the path, that bites the horse's heels so that his 
rider falls backward. 

 18 I wait for your salvation, O LORD. 
 19 "Raiders shall raid Gad, but he shall raid at their heels. 

 20 "Asher's food shall be rich, and he shall yield royal delicacies. 

 21 "Naphtali is a doe let loose that bears beautiful fawns. 
 22 "Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a spring; his branches run over the wall. 

 23 The archers bitterly attacked him, shot at him, and harassed him severely, 
 24 yet his bow remained unmoved; his arms were made agile by the hands of the Mighty One of 

Jacob (from there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel), 
 25 by the God of your father who will help you, by the Almighty who will bless you with bless-

ings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that crouches beneath, blessings of the breasts and 

of the womb. 
 26 The blessings of your father are mighty beyond the blessings of my parents, up to the boun-

ties of the everlasting hills. May they be on the head of Joseph, and on the brow of him who 
was set apart from his brothers.3 
27 "Benjamin is a ravenous wolf, in the morning devouring the prey and at evening dividing the 

spoil." 
28 All these are the twelve tribes of Israel. This is what their father said to them as he blessed 

them, blessing each with the blessing suitable to him.  
 

Genesis 49:1-28 
  

A Boot to the Head

 

                                                           
3 “And of Joseph he said ... A firstborn bull-- he has majesty, and his horns are the horns of a wild ox; with 
them he shall gore the peoples, all of them, to the ends of the earth; they are the ten thousands of Ephraim, 
and they are the thousands of Manasseh" (Deut 33:13, 17). 
4 Frantics, “Last Will And Temperament,” CBS Records (1984).  
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5 J. H. Charlesworth, “Testaments: Introduction,” in The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, vol. 1 (New York;  
London: Yale University Press, 1983), 773. 



4 
© Reformed Baptist Church of Northern Colorado and Pastor Doug Van Dorn 

All Rights Reserved 

Individual Blessings

                                                           
6 Reuben (4), Simeon and Levi (5-7) each get a little more playtime because of things we learned about them 
earlier in Genesis. The other sons have relatively little said about them. See Gen 35:22 and ch. 34. Curiously, 
these four boys (minus Levi) are the only ones said to have reference to the LORD in their naming earlier on. 
Reuben: "Because the LORD has looked upon my affliction” (Gen 29:32); Simeon: "Because the LORD has 
heard that I am hated” (Gen 29:33); "This time I will praise the LORD"  (Gen 29:35); Joseph: "May the 
LORD add to me another son!" (Gen 30:24). 
7 Gen 29:32–30:24; 35:18. Dan, Gad, Asher, and Naphtali are out of order a little, perhaps in order to form a 
chiasm: Bilhah (Dan), Zilpah (Gad) ... Zilpah (Asher), Bilhah (Naphtali). 
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8 Gordon J. Wenham, Genesis 16–50, vol. 2, Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 1998), 
472. 
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9 Hermon is the home of the Watchers in 1 Enoch, being described as serpentine in appearance in the Dead 
Sea Scrolls and other places. 
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10 So the Jerusalem Targum of this verse, “Thee, Joseph, my son, will I liken to a vine planted by fountains of 
water, which sendeth her roots into the depth and striketh the ridges of the rocks, uplifting herself on high and 
surmounting all the trees” (Gen 49:22 JTE). 
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National Blessings and the Animals of Israel

                                                           
11 I have never been able to escape the idea that there God is also likening himself to the material that idols 
and shrines were made out of, as both were the “houses” of the gods. In every instance the word appears in 
Genesis, its context is (a) religious (house of) worship (Gen 2:12; 11:3; 28:11, 18, 22; 35:14), a vital place of 
meeting ordained by God (29:2, 3, 8, 10), or a place of covenant witnessing (31:45, 46).  
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The Banners or Standards of Israel (see fig. 1 handout) 

                                                           
12 There is some correspondence between the way the tribes camped and the location of the tribes as they took 
over the land of Canaan. Notice Dan is north and Manasseh is west. (The desert east of the Jordan was not 
really part of Canaan, but the three tribes wanted it. Simeon represents therefore the south, leaving only Judah 
which contains Jerusalem, the city where the temple would be built where you enter from the east). 
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(see fig. 2 handout) 

                                                                                                                                                                                           

 
13 Cf., A. R. Fausset, “The Revelation of St. John the Divine,” in Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David 
Brown, A Commentary, Critical and Explanatory, on the Old and New Testaments (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Re-
search Systems, Inc., 1997, 1877), Rev. 4:8; John MacArthur, Revelation 1-11 : The MacArthur New Testament 
Commentary (Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1999), Rev. 4:8. 
14 Also, “And every one had four faces: the first face was the face of the cherub, and the second face was a hu-
man face, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle” (Ezek 10:14). The only differ-
ence at all is that this passage has “cherub” rather than “ox,” but this is not a big deal, since cherubim were 
often portrayed in iconography throughout the ancient world as having oxen bodies. 
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Cherubim Iconography 
15

 This second Ezekiel passage seemingly lists in a different order. But that passage describes them not as op-
posites (on the right, on the left), but counterclockwise, beginning with the cherub-bull.   
16 Walter Zanger, “Jewish Worship, Pagan Symbols: Zodiac Mosaics in Ancient Synagogues,” Bible History 
Daily (Biblical Archaeology Society, 8-24-2014), http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/ancient-
cultures/ancient-israel/jewish-worship-pagan-symbols/, last accessed 5-11-2015. 

http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/ancient-cultures/ancient-israel/jewish-worship-pagan-symbols/
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/ancient-cultures/ancient-israel/jewish-worship-pagan-symbols/
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Constellations Scoropio/Eagle 

                                                           
17 “Indeed, one of the ways to say ‘pagan’ in rabbinical Hebrew is by the abbreviation עכומ[ (ovedei kokhavim u-
mazalot, ‘worshipers of stars and constellations’).” Zanger, ibid. 
18 Twelve is the number of time: 60 (12 x 5) seconds, 60 (12 x 5) minutes. 24 (12 x 2) hours. Twelve points on a 
clock. Twelve months in a year. Twelve signs of the zodiac that take us through the year in the heavens (also 
twelve years in a Chinese “Earthly Branch.” None of these would be possible without the circle with has 360 
(12 x 30) degrees. 
19 First, these same four animals came as early as the Second Century to represent the Four Gospels: Matthew 
(man), Mark (lion), Luke (ox/bull), and John (eagle). Irenaeus (ca. 120-202 AD), Against Heresies 3.11.8; Au-
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Heavenly Jerusalem 

Beatus of Liébana (c. 730 – c. 800) 
Las Huelgas Apocalypse, Spain 1220 AD 
Purchased by Pierpont Morgan, 1910 

MS M.429 (fol. 140v) 
 

The Heavenly Jerusalem  
from the Apocalypse of Saint-Sever  

(11th century) 

Vision Of The Lamb & The Four Living Creatures 
Beatus of Liébana (c. 730 – c. 800) 

Las Huelgas Apocalypse 
Spain 1220 AD 

Purchased by Pierpont Morgan, 1910 
MS M.429 (fol. 61v) 

The Vision of the Lamb  
(Apoc. 4: 6 – V: 6-8),  

Beatus of Liébana  d. 798 
Spanish, ca. 950 AD 

Pierpont Morgan Library  
M644, fol. 87r 

 

 
(see figs. 3-4 handout)

                                                                                                                                                                                           
gustine, Harmony of the Gospels 1.6.9. The four animals are always the same, though which Gospel goes to 
which animal was sometimes different. 

 
Plaque with Agnus Dei on a Cross between Emblems of the Four Evangelists 

1000–1050 AD 
German or North Italian 

Ivory; 9 1/4 x 5 3/8 in. (23.5 x 13.7 cm) 
Gift of J. Pierpont Morgan, 1917 (17.190.38) 

Four Gospels 
The Book of Kells 

ca. 800 AD 
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The Heavenly “Wheel” (see fig. 5 handout) 
 

 

 
(1) a throne platform with wheels; 
(2) multi-faced bovine heads with touching wings – 2 more 
wings are folded on the body of the creature; 
(3) hoofed leg-bottoms adjacent to the wheels 

Creatures holding up the god-king, 
lifting him off the earth. 
Note the hoofed feet at the base of 
the throne. 

Four wingtips of the  
creatures touching each other as 
they support the god and his 
throne (see Ezek. 1:22ff.)20 

                                                           
20 The imagery depicted two inter-related things. First, it symbolized the four corners of the earth, with the 
pillars that held up the sky. Scholars have long understood this to be the case. See Leslie C. Allen, Ezekiel 1–
19, vol. 28, Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 1998), 28–29. Daniel Isaac Block, The 
Book of Ezekiel, Chapters 1–24, The New International Commentary on the Old Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1997), 324-25.  I know that sounds bizarre, but that is because you have 
Google Earth and men who have flown in space telling you that the earth is round and supported on nothing. 
But in a flat earth cosmology, the sky was held up by pillars (often, mountains), to keep the two realms sepa-
rate. See also Michael Heiser, “Notes on Ezekiel’s Vision,” http://www.sitchiniswrong.com/ezekielnotes.htm, 

http://www.sitchiniswrong.com/ezekielnotes.htm
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Mosaic pavement of a 6th century syna-
gogue at Beth Alpha, Jezreel Valley, 
northern Israel. It was discovered in 1928 

MOSAIC FLOOR OF THE 4-5TH C. SYNAGOGUE IN 
HAMAT TIBERIAS. CENTRAL PANEL WITH THE ZO-
DIAC AND THE SUN GOD HELIUS IN THE CENTER 

Zodiac Wheel Mosaic in the great syna-
gogue of Tzippori (Sepphoris), 5th century 

(see fig. 6 handout) 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
last accessed 5-11-2015. Pictures from Othmar Keel – Jahwe-Visionen und Siegelkunst:  Eine neue Deutung der 
Majestatsschilderungen in Jes, Ez 1 und 10 und Sach 4 ("Visions of Yahweh and Seal Art: A New Interpretation of 
the Majestic Portrayals in Isaiah 6, Ezekiel 1 and 10, and Zechariah 4"), Verlag Katholisches Bibelwerk, 
Stuttgart, 1984-85). 
21 From a Geniza fragment of Midrash Deut. Rabba) These quotations are cited by Michael Klein, “Palestinian 
Targum and Synagogue Mosaics,” Jerusalem, Immanuel11 (1980). See Zanger. “And for the twelve stones, 
whether we understand by them the months, or whether we understand the like number of the signs of that 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beth_Alpha
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the Ainoi (the ‘Praises’ from psalms 148-
151). In the centre is Christ Enthroned 
encircled by the sun and moon and signs 
of the Zodiac, a reference to “praise him 
all his angels……. ye sun and 
moon….praise him all ye stars of light.”  
Dekoulou Monastery, Greece  

A 15th-17th-century fresco  
Cathedral of Living Pillar, Georgia (Russia) 
 

Zodiac mural in Megistis Lavras Monastery 
~ Mount Athos, Greece. Depicting Jesus 
with the symbols of the 4 Evangelists and 
around him the 9 angelic orders. The outer 
circle with the zodiac signs, the sun and the 
moon has not any specific meaning but 
only "the heavens with the stars". 

 

(see fig. 7 handout) 
 

Christ and the Blessing of the Nations

                                                                                                                                                                                           
circle which the Greeks call the Zodiac, we shall not be mistaken in their meaning.” (Josephus, Antiquities 
3.186). 
22 See my Christ in the OT book and the chapter on the Glory. 
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23

 “Feet” is changed to “standards,” in the Samaritan translation.  


