
 

“People coming together to be The Church, 

not just attend one.” 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive  

church, welcoming all who seek God. 

 

69 Griswold Street  Hillsdale, Michigan 

517-437-2647  tlchillsdale.org 

 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany     January 31, 2021 
 

 
 

Service of the Word 

Readings, Hymns and Prayers for Worship at Home 
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Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship 

and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we 

welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry 

among us.  Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith 

through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving 

relationships, to ALL people. 

 

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity 

Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the 

global community. 

 

NURSERY - This congregation encourages ALL children to participate in worship. They learn 

more about worship and faith by being part of it than anything else. If you or your children need a 

break, a nursery is located in the lower level of the church building, and is accessible from either 

stairway. During worship, the nursery is self-service.  
 

 

FROM THE ELCA WORSHIP BLOG: 

In this time of world-wide crisis, congregations throughout this church are not able to gather for 

worship as the body of Christ. While you cannot be together in person, we can hear the word of 

God and hold each other in prayer. 
 

DEVOTIONAL MUSIC LINKS: 
For your individual or group devotion, you may choose to listen to the following choral 

recordings made available through Augsburg Fortress: “Jesus Calls Us;” “Holy God, Holy and 

Glorious;” “Do Not I Love Thee, O My Lord.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcxnwQPuwQQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1XcqZTHvBPo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1XcqZTHvBPo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k8SZLNcLR2I&feature=youtu.be
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Sunday, January 31, 2021 
 

INTRODUCTION 

In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God; in 

Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God’s works. For the church these are ways of 

pointing to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions and words. We encounter that 

authority in God’s word, around which we gather, the word that prevails over any lesser spirit 

that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow Jesus. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 

P Gracious God, 

C Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 

into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 

forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 

failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 

and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                ELW #520 v. 1 & 2           Dearest Jesus, at Your Word 
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GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

 Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

 Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and 

 continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak 

 truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, 

 our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

A A reading from Deuteronomy. 

 

FIRST READING         Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for the 

Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses assures the people 

that God will continue to guide them through prophets who will proclaim the divine word. 

 
15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you 

shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the 

day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever 

again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they 

have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put 

my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I 

command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I 

myself will hold accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who 

presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that 

prophet shall die.” 

 

A Word of God, Word of life.    

C  Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM              Psalm 111 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. (Ps. 111:10) 

 

 1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, 

  in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 

 2Great are your works, O Lord, 

  pondered by all who delight in them. 
 3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, 

  and your righteousness endures forever. 

 4You cause your wonders to be remembered; 

  you are gracious and full of compassion.  
 5You give food to those who fear you, 

  remembering forever your covenant. 

 6You have shown your people the power of your works 

  in giving them the lands of the nations. 
 7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; 

  all of your precepts are sure. 

 8They stand fast forever and ever, 

  because they are done in truth and equity.  
 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; 

  holy and awesome is your name. 

 10The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 

  all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever.  
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A A reading from First Corinthians. 

 

SECOND READING                 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ as 

license to engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging example to other, 

impressionable believers. Christians have a responsibility to each other that their behavior does 

not cause another to sin. 

 

1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 

Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not yet 

have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him. 

  4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really 

exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in 

heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6yet for us there is one God, 

the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through 

whom are all things and through whom we exist. 

  7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so 

accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and 

their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse 

off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this liberty of yours does not 

somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others see you, who possess knowledge, 

eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to 

the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by your knowledge those weak believers for 

whom Christ died are destroyed. 12But when you thus sin against members of your family, and 

wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of 

their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 

 

A Word of God, Word of life.    

C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
P  Alleluia. 

C  Alleluia. The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light; for those who sat in 

 the shadow of death light has dawned. Alleluia. 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 1st chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL                   Mark 1:21-28 

Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize Jesus 

and know what his power means for them. Jesus commands these forces to leave and people are 

amazed at his authority. 

 
21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 

synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having 

authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean 

spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 

destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be 

silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud 

voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is 

this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey 

him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 

 

P  The Gospel of the Lord.   

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                  ELW #665 v. 1, 2 & 3                      Rise, Shine, You People!    
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Let us offer to God both our praises and our petitions for all in need. 

A brief silence. 

A Faithful God, we praise you for sustaining the church during this difficult time. We 

 pray that you give to all preachers and teachers the power of your prophetic Spirit, 

 that their words will proclaim the comfort and challenge of Christ. Lead to 

 yourself all those who have become captive to false prophets and empty promises; 

 free them and embrace them in your mercy. O faithful God, we pray: 

C Hear us and help us. 
 

A Bountiful God, we praise you for continuously creating the earth and nourishing  its 

 creatures. We pray that you restore lands and waters that have been harmed by human 

 misuse. Raise up advocates for an ecological way of life, and guide us toward an 

 appropriate use of government in preserving the earth’s natural resources. O bountiful 

 God, we pray: 

C Hear us and help us. 
 

A Ruling God, we praise you for an inauguration and the days following that were  free 

 from violence and marked by hope. We pray that you to give wisdom to our elected 

 and appointed officials, to political parties, and to grassroots organizers, that in all things 

 they endeavor to serve the common good. Guide our nation out of the ways of prejudice 

 and into equality and justice for all. O ruling God, we pray: 

C Hear us and help us. 
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A Compassionate God, we praise you for each day of health and well-being, and we 

 pray for all who are sick or suffering. Comfort those with mental illness or 

 emotional distress, those institutionalized, or living on the streets, or residing in our 

 homes. We praise you for the development of COVID-19 vaccines, and we pray for 

 their fair and prompt distribution. Increase in our land a commitment to limit contagion 

 to others. Visit all who have contracted the coronavirus and all who are experiencing 

 the long-term effects of COVID-19. Strengthen medical  workers and home health aides. 

 Receive our prayers for those we name before you: (especially). O compassionate God, 

 we pray: 

C Hear us and help us. 
 

A Reconciling God, we praise you for your Spirit of wisdom and concord. We pray  for all 

 who make ethical decisions, whether in homes, in churches, or in societies. Keep  families 

 from quarreling over which foods to eat. Instruct us when to preserve the  past and when 

 to institute change, when to maintain our own preferences and when to yield to others. O 

 reconciling God, we pray: 

C Hear us and help us. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A Gracious God, we give you praise for your continuous untold blessings, and we offer 

 you now the petitions of our own hearts. (Pause). O gracious God, we pray: 

C Hear us and help us. 
 

A Eternal God, we praise you for your servants of time past whose words and actions 

 have inspired our lives. We mourn those who have died of Covid-19. Unite us with 

 all our beloved dead now through our memories and at the end of time in your presence. 

 O eternal God, we pray: 

C Hear us and help us. 
 

P Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

 loving care, for the sake of the one who dwells among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

 and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

OFFERING   

FIFTH SUNDAY: Noisy Offering for ELCA World Hunger 

Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries. 

Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects.  
 

Offerings can be mailed to the church while in-person services are suspended. You may include a 

note for what you would like your offering to support, or simply write it on the memo line of your 

check. All checks need to be made out to Trinity Lutheran Church, as required by our bank. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

P Let us pray. 

 Holy God, Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness, we hear your Word 

 in the scriptures, proclaiming to us your wisdom and inviting us to follow your call. For 

 speaking this Word, we thank you, O God. 

C We thank you, O God. 
  

P Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother, who preached your righteousness, 

 healed the sick, and revived the brokenhearted. For giving us this Word, we worship you, 

 O God. 

C We worship you, O God. 
  

P By your Spirit, bless all who receive this Word, that upheld by the mystery of the body of 

 Christ, we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. For sustaining 

 us with your Word, we praise you, O God. 

C We praise you, O God. 
  

P Blessed are you, holy God, around us, with us, and in us, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER (8:30 a.m.) 
P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 

let us pray as Jesus taught us.  

 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who    

  trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the  

power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen. 

LORD'S PRAYER (11:00 a.m.) 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 

let us pray as Jesus taught us.  

 

C Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin 

against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and  

the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 

 comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

C Amen.  
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SENDING HYMN                          ELW #655 v. 1 & 2                     Son of God, Eternal Savior 

 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
A  Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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SERVING AT TRINITY 

Ministers: Every member of the congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Jessica Hahn 

Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas 

Parish Secretary: Meighan Roe 

Council President: Chris McNamara 

Vice-President: Suzanne Langston 

Treasurer: Kristin Lucas 

Secretary: Sandra Dufur 

 

Council Members: Johncie Langston, Norma Ludlow, Brad Otterbein, Joe Painter, Gene 

Stockford-Shively, and Tom Walworth. 

 

SERVING TODAY: 

 

Assisting Minister: Terry Vear 

Cantor: Amy Otterbein 

Altar Guild: Tom Stockford-Shively 

 

 

FLOWERS -- The flowers on the altar today are given to the glory of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The music streamed in our worship services and reprinted in this bulletin is  

used with permission under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net. 

Kristin Lucas


