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by Ruth Hope, SASIA Board Member

After driving home from an appointment in NE St Johns County, I was so happy to
be back in St Augustine South! Except for the occasional quick trip up USI as far as
Butler Boulevard to shop at Costco and Trader Joe’s, I rarely drive north of St Augustine.
Neighborhoods such as Durbin Crossing, Julington Creek, Beach Walk are just names |
occasionally hear in the local news. However, after driving out along Race Track Rd and
returning along Greenbriar Rd. I really started counting my blessings.

We are blessed with a neighborhood of individual homes and decent distances between
neighbors—not a cookie cutter development of cheek-by-jowl housing. Some houses in
St Augustine South are block homes, others are frame homes with brick facing, siding
or stucco. There are small, cozy, one-level homes and spacious, two story homes. Some
wooden homes are raised on tree-trunk piers with cooling breezes circulating. We even
have a home built from shipping containers! We paint our houses and doors whatever
color appeals to our personality with a greater variety of colors evident each year. Many of
our homes and yards are shaded by great oaks and tall pines. We have equally diverse front
yards varying from traditional lawns, through xeriscaping, to kitchen gardens with rows
of green vegetables, and to ‘natural’ gardens with wild flowers. Okay, one man’s weed is
another’s wildflower, but we embrace that!!

Longer term residents do worry that our “natural space” is shrinking as lots are
developed for new homes and the wildlife displaced. As well as undeveloped lots, there
are natural areas in St Augustine South owned by Parks and (continued on page 3)
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(COVID-19)

St. Augustine, FL 32080-6509

St. Augustine Observer
1965 A1A South #120

“=Southwood
. = Grand Rayine]
Crescent Cove
South,Walk_
SASIA Monthly Meeting
St. Johns County Property Appraiser

; AL & Winding’Creek
Z = ] o ]
- & E R 2
“ ! and others
by Handly Caraway

Vicky Creamer (Eddie's wife), Eddie Creamer, and Nikki Pontello

St. Johns County Property Appraiser Eddie Creamer, accompanied by Nikki
Pontello of his office, spoke at the February meeting of SASIA.

As a constitutional officer, the property appraiser's duty is to assess the current
market value of each of the about 140,000 taxable properties in the county, having a
total worth of about 31 billion dollars. Each year about 10% of all properties change
owners, and about 4,500 homes are added to the tax roll. Each taxable property is
assigned an individual parcel number and is plotted on maps created by his office,
becoming a public record, searchable on the website. The property appraiser is also
the custodian of all deeds and tax exemptions granted in the county. A staff of 38
employees work in the property appraiser's office.

There are a number of exemptions offered to eligible seniors, veterans, first
responders, and others over and above the standard residential homestead
exemption of up to $50,000. Detailed information is on the web at www.sjcpa.
us. Residents who need assistance with any part of this process are encouraged
to contact the property appraiser's office by calling 904-827-5500 or e-mailing
customerservice@sjcpa.us.

In July of each year, the list of properties, a tax roll, is submitted to the county
commission and other taxing authorities in the county. Property owners are given
a notice of proposed taxes in advance of finalizing the roll, and have twenty-five
days to appeal the evaluation through his office. Collection of taxes is done by the
tax collector, another constitutional officer.

Creamer stressed that initial applications for homestead exemption must be
received by March first of the year initially claimed, and that steps are routinely
taken to verify exemptions. Most applications for homestead exemption are made
on the property assessor's website. Assessment of homesteaded properties is limited
by law to a maximum increase of three percent a year beginning the year after
homestead is claimed.

There are a number of conditions which could affect continued ability to
continue to receive homestead exemptions. Formerly, monitoring of individual
properties was done by “boots on the ground,” but now, all but about twenty-five
percent are done through satellite imagery, reducing his office's budget by about
half a million dollars.

SASIA meets monthly on the third Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the community
center, 709 Royal Road. Residents are encouraged to support the association by
attending these informative meetings. More information about the association and
its goals and membership, can be found on the web at www.staugsouth.com or by
e-mailing staugsouthimpassoc@gmail.com.
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GET NEW FLOORS
FOR THE NEW’Y |

Hasty’s
St. Augustine

%@ Flooring

YOUR FRIENDS IN FLOORING SINCE 1977

904-824-4311
1670 U.S. 1 South

CARPET « VINYL - TILE
HARDWOOD - LAMINATE

www.staugustineflooring.com
info@yourfriendsinflooring.com

In stock or custom order.
Either way we have you covered.

JMOHAWK

Welcome lo ny tome lown!
Mefuing famdtos call <. AWMW/%

TV b D S "'w’li

CUSTOM BUILT BRICK HOME: located near Faver Dykes. 4 bedloom 3 b'\th with
screened lanai. Large kitchen with built in pantry, loads of counter space and lots of
cabinets. Large breakfast room with a wall of windows . Master has Hugh walk in closet,
dual sinks, large jacuzzi tub, separate water closet and shower tiled. 2 bedrooms with
jack and jill bath. 4th bedroom with large walk in closet and adjoining guest bath. Serene
setting with nature and trees. 3 car garage. Call today for your private showing.

INVESTOR ALERT- GREAT rental 3 bedroom,2 bath 2nd floor unit located
history 2nd floor 2 bedroom 2 bath in Lofts of Sebastian off ST. RD 16,
Conquistador located in St. Augustine = GREAT RENTAL HISTORY. Easy I-95
Shores. Water front community offers 3  commute, outlet shopping and SJRSCC
pools and tennis court. and downtown ST. Augustine.

Melissa McCall Owen, PA
REALTOR, PROPERTY MANAGER

melissa@melissaowen.com
*
904.377.3960 |cOLDWELL ('B

BUY ¢ SELL
RENT « MANAGE PREMIER PROPERTIES

i DOUG BURNETT, MANAGING PARTNER

<am ~ Celebrating 20 Yews Practicing in St. Jobns County

ST. AUGUSTINE BEACH'S LARGEST LAW FIRM

No one needs a lawyer until they need one. When they need one,
they want to go somewhere where the person sitting across the
table from them knows the answers to their questions. As the
largest law firm at the Beach, we are able to connect clients with
attorneys who focus on specific areas of practice with years of

experience.

Real Estate Contracts Construction
Business Hospitality Closings

Title Family Law Divorce
Zoning Development Estate Planning
Probate Civil Litigation

ST. JOHNS
LAW GROUP

DEDICATED & RESPONSIVE

904.495.0400 www.sjlawgroup.com
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St. Augustine Observer

Published monthly for residents and visitors of St. Augustine, Florida area
1965 A1A South #120 « St. Augustine, FL 32080-6509
Email: cliflogsdon@att.net * Online: www.StAugustineObserverOnline.com

Cliff Logsdon
Publisher/Editor
(904) 607-1410
Email: clifflogsdon@att.net

Tatiana Diaz
Sales & Media
(616) 214-6608
_dEmail: TatianaObserver@gmail.com

The purpose of the St. Augustine Observer
is to serve residents of St. Augustine area
Communities.

First priority will be given to reporting news
and activities of the residents of the St. Augustine
local communities, and other news and events that
directly affects the St. Augustine area. Second
priority will be given to articles of general interest
as space permits.

Information should be received by the 15th

of the month in order to appear in the following
month’s issue. Articles or information may be
sent to the St. Augustine Observer, 1965 A1A
South #120, St. Augustine Florida 32080-6509.
Information may also be e-mailed to clifflogsdon@
att.net.

All material submitted to the Observer is
subject to editing. Publishing of submitted letters
and information is at the discretion of the publisher.
Views and opinions expressed are those of the
writer and do not express the viewpoint of the
publisher or editorial staff of the Observer.

The Observer’s acceptance of advertising does
not constitute an endorsement or approval of any
product or services by the Observer or its staff. It
1s agreed that the Observer and its staff will not
be held liable for information provided herein by
submitters/advertisers, including pictures, graphics,
websites and/or emails listed, that may have the
potential to constitue fraud or other violation of
law including copywriting infringements. The
publisher reserves the right to refuse advertising
that does not meet the publication’s standards.

“Follow us on Instagram and Facebook: @staugustineobserver”

St. Augustine Shores
Community Calendar
The Shores Service Corporation
Shores Homeowners Association
(904) 794-2000
www.staugshores.org
Shores Monthly Meetings
« Shores Service Corporation monthly meetings
are held on the second Thursday of each month.
Meetings are at 7 p.m. at the Riverview Club.

+ Conquistador Condominium Board meetings
are held on the fourth Monday of each month at 6

p.m. at the Riverview Club.

* Fairview Condominium Board meetings are
held on the second Tuesday of every other month at
4 p.m. at the Fairview Condo club house.

¢ Greens Condominium Board meetings will
vary. Contact Jeff Edwards at Sovereign-Jacobs at
904-461-5556.

* Casa Bella Condominium 2020 Board
Meetings: March 16th- 6pm (Annual Meeting), April
20th- 6pm, May 4th- 6pm, June 15th- 6pm, July
20th- 6pm, August 17th- 6pm, September 21st- 6pm,
October 19th- 6pm, November 9th- 6pm, December
21st- 6pm. For Information contact Ellen Lumpkin
at 904-461-5556.

St. Augustine South
Community Calendar

St. Augustine South Improvement Assoc.
709 Royal Rd. St Augustine, 32086
email: staugsouthimpassoc@gmail.com
www.staugsouth.com

Monthly Meetings at Clubhouse

DAV Meeting -3rd Tuesday of the
month DAV monthly meeting at 7pm.

Bingo - Every Thursday at 1pm except
Holidays,light lunch, from 11:30 to 12:30.
Open to the Public.

Yoga - Join Registered Yoga Teacher
Emily Flagler for Gentle Flow Yoga on
Thursdays 5:30 - 6:30! Just bring your
yoga mat, towel, and water. Try your first
class for free!

Tai Chi - Join Instructor Katie
Monaghan for a donation based Tai
Chi class on Tuesday’s at 6:00PM.

For more information please contact
Katie at (904) 377-3390 or email at
KatieMonahanTaiChi@gmail.com

SASIA Meeting
3rd Wednesday 7:00 PM

Pleasejoinus and bring yourideas on how
to improve our wonderful neighborhood!
Connect with us on our Facebook.com and
NextDoor.com pages: St. Augustine South
Improvement Association.

SASIA Board Members

President - Alan Chappell

Ist V.P. - Robert Kennedy

2nd V.P. - Dave Whitaker
Secretary - Kate Anreise

Treasurer - Margo Geer

Board Member - Suzanne Godbout
Board Member - Ruth Hope
Board Member - Lindsay Ryan
Board Member - Brad Hernandez
Board Member - Jerri Sue Dawson
Board Member - Dan Kelly

St Augustine South Reflections

(continued from page 1)

Recreation not for recreation—they are inaccessible—but as havens for wildlife.
Increasingly, this includes wildlife displaced from further afield in St Johns County. For
several years we have had cayotes in our wooded areas that have dense understory thickets.
This year, residents have noted a bobcat and there are reports of a den. After discussion
on social media, we have embraced our bobcats, too! The jewel in St Augustine South

come home to “the South.”

crown is Shore Drive Waterfront park; and when we want to walk on the beach, it’s a
quick 10-minute drive over 312 bridge. We should all count our blessings every time we

porthelbusinesseshinythel®bsenvers!

makeythisjpublicationipossible™
Tnamk

Community Classifieds

The Observer offers free community classified listings for USPS selected addresses in
Southern St. Johns County and paid subscriptions. Classifed ads will not be printed without
a name, address and phone number included with the request. Free listings of 5 items or less
should be sent. Free ads Are Not for Business or Personal Service ads.

Business, Service, seeking work, etc. may be placed in the classified section: (1-4 lines)
$5, (5-8 lines) $10, (9-12 lines) $15, (13-16 lines) $20. These Ads should be paid in advance

before placed.

Send your listing and payment, if required, to Observer, 1965 A1A South #120, St.
Augustine, 32080-6509. You may email your ad to clifflogsdon@att.net. Deadline for all
listings or ads is the 15th of every month for the next monthly issue.

FOR SALE: One DTX400K Yamaha
electric drum kit complete (like new)
with 65 amp KC150 Roland amplifier.
$600.00. Call Frank (904) 794-5637 or
(386) 643-9384.

FOR SALE: RED 2007 Dodge Charger
SXT one owner 103k dbbl ohc high output
v6 (305 hp ) all service records available
power windows, door locks,seats,am/fm
sterio cd radio cold a/c , cruise control , good
interior & carpet, good tires non smoker, no
pets. $5,500.00. Call (386) 643-9384.

FOR SALE: La-Z-Boy, La-Z-Time
reclining leather sofa. Taupe in color, like
new condition from a smoke free, pet free
and child free home. Two USB ports. May
have three year protection plan transfer.
$1,500 new in December 2017. Located
in St Augustine Shores. $900 firm. Call
904-810-8844.

FOR SALE: Metal Storage Shed. 10’
x 10° wired for 20 amp electric with 5

Fran’s Knitting Boutique
“Quality Yarns & Accessories”
e Hand Knitting
e Crochet
e Machine Knitting
e Classes Available

904-797-9951

2765 US 1 S., St. Augustine 32086

outlets. Very good shape. $1,200 or best
offer. Call Richard 352-226-0595.

ROOM FOR RENT: Furnished room
for rent everything included including TV
and internet. $150.00 a week. Call Trish
860-514-1325.

PAY WITH TROVE
113 Nature Walk Parkway
Suite 102
St. Augustine, FL 32092

Jay Summerall
Owner

AN EEEEELAN

Repair & refinish bathtubs, sinks, tile,
countertops, Walkthru units, seats, grab
bars, non slip treatments for all floors,
tubs & showers

904-806-0360

www.mr-bathtub.com

Rent our spacious & elegant ballroom space for your next event!

Wedding
Birthday
Baby Shower
Fund Raisers
Holiday Party
Class Reunion
Graduation Party

R.’MINT AUGUSTINE SHORESB

790 Christina Drive
St. Augustine, FL 32086

904.794.2000

TEMPLE BET YAM
A Reform Congregation
Led by Rabbi Dr Nadia Siritsky
2055 Wildwood Dr., St. Augustine, FL 32086
Religious School
904-819-1875 « www.templebetyam.org
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St. Augustine Shores Club News
April 2020 Riverview Club Calendar

-‘\'\m

-

RIVERVIEWCLUB

SAINT AUGUSTINE SHORES

As per CDC guidelines, the Riverview Club will
follow the recommendation that all events of 10
people and more be cancelled/postponed to try

to halt the spread of the coronavirus.

Please go to our website for updates:

https://www.staugshores.org/calendar

Sorry for any inconvenience this may have caused.

If you have any questions, please call 904-794-2000.

ELITE GERMAN

ALITO SERVICE

Formerly known as

JERRY'S MB

COMPLETE REPAIR & MAINTENANCE FOR
MERCEDES AND BMW

EPIC THEATER

(behind Eﬁi(z?AOc:vB?RE\satRl\?cDonalds) 8 2 9 ° 5 2 5 9

St. Johns River Water Management District

“Water Less” Campaign
Ann Shortelle, Ph.D., Executive Directoor

With the change of the seasons, the St. Johns River Water Management District’s
year-long #WaterLess campaign has shifted to focus on springtime watering needs and a
timely reminder to give your sprinkler system a checkup.

“As spring approaches, the Water Less campaign emphasizes taking control of your
sprinkler system to make it work for you while also saving water,” said St. Johns River
Water Management District Executive Director Dr. Ann Shortelle. “When the clocks
change to daylight saving time on March 8, it’s an ideal reminder to inspect your automatic
sprinkler system and timer.” More than half of all residential water is used outdoors for
lawn and landscape irrigation. The year-long Water Less campaign focuses on water-
conserving strategies to help curb outdoor water waste while allowing for beautiful,
vibrant landscapes.

If you do water your lawn and landscape, you can reduce the amount of water you use
by with a well-designed irrigation system and regular maintenance. To make sure you
don’t just set it and forget it, the district offers a few easy tips:

* Check timing devices regularly to make sure they are operating properly.

* Ensure your system is set to follow watering restrictions, if you need to water at all.

* Florida law requires that all automatic irrigation systems installed after May 1991
have a functioning rain sensor shut-off switch, which senses when a preset amount of rain
has fallen.

* Install the most water efficient spray
heads designed for different uses (turf areas,
planting beds, etc.).

* Fix any broken or misdirected sprinkler
heads.

* Check that water is only spraying on the
landscape.

* Look for leaks and clogs.

Visit WaterLessFlorida.com for more outdoor water saving ideas. Join the conversation
on social media: #WaterLess #waterconservation #sjrwmd #watermanagement.

Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

669-1809

2600 Old Moultrie Road ¢ St. Augustine

AJ'S AIRPORT
TRANSPORTATION

f

Find Joy at Shores
United Methodist!

Serwngl_._l_acks,gr_lylllelbaytonal’ -
e Sanford/O Iando Alrport

¢ 24/7 Door to door Service

¢ Single party rides

* Experienced, safe & Courteous Drivers
* No gas or extra person surcharges

* We even provide bottled water

724 Shores Boulevard

St. Augustine, Florida 32086
(904) 797-4416
www.shoresume.org
8:45 a.m. Traditional Service
10:00 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service

For rates & reservations
call 910-299-8441 or email:
ajsairporttransportation@yahoo.com
“10% off of any ride”
Vehicle relocation service available

Heritage Baptist Church
“A Warm & Friendly Fellowship”

ROTO-
ROOTER.

PLUMEBERS

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Service 10:30 a.m. 2 WE DO
Evening Services 5:30 p.m. % PLUMBING! b
. 0 KA
Wednesday Night Services 7 p.m. é Guf::\t:&cll&?g:ws =72
Z Prompt 7 Day Service
1480 Wildwood Drive 5 Free Estimates 824 1836
-

St. Augustine, F1 32086

904-824-8888 $20.00 OFF

Limit one coupon per customer
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SEA CREST
REALTY
. : Person To Person Service
cowan financial group inc. T
T You may be paying for TAXES you don’t need to pay! B UY E Rs & S E L L E RS
R People take RISKS Investing but is it paying off? Questions? - Let’s Talk

I Are you getting “highway mileage” or “intown mileage” in
your investment mix?

JOHN W. LONG, BROKER/OWNER

OVER 50 YEARS OF REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE
C Costs that you never anticipated? 3670 US 1 SOUTH, SUITE 160 | 904.797.4814

KK Knowledge - You don’t know what you don’t know!

I will help you understand your finances, so you can avoid
unnecessary taxes, eliminate some of your fears and give you
financial confidence. It’s no TRICK! Call for a no cost consultation.
Would you turn down a complimentary consultation with a

Cardiologist? Your financial help is just as important! ( E R ! I G

Cary J. Cowan, Sr.
901.824.8147

FunErRAL HoME * CREMATORY * MEMORIAL PARK

(904) 824-1672

www.CraigFuneralHome.com

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through NEXT Financial Group, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC
Cowan Financial Group is not an affiliate of NEXT Financial Group, Inc.
Neither Next Financial Group, Inc. nor its Representatives give tax or legal advice.

ST. AUGUSTINE’S PREMIER'TAGENCY
FOR HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE

Wel could 'save'you HUNDREDS

on alllyour/insurance needs
s Home)*  Rentalsj* Lifel<Condol*s /Auto) s Health
Shores & South Communities
Premier/Agency/for/HOMEfInsurance

Desired Coverage Yearly/Premiumg
$150000 $620
$160000 $630
$1/70,000 $647,
$180,000 $662
$190;000 $699
$200,000 $722
$210,000 $751
$220,000 $780
$250,000 S8,
DISCLAEMER: 2 BASED' ONf 1982 masonry,
IP roof/less thani15)yrsiold; $1000/2%

: home, H
‘IDeductibles; $300,000! liability, Replacement
costicoveragelfor, home and/personalicontents:

FIRST FLORIDA INSURANCE

ol “QUOTE CHALLENGE”

g Nl N CALL, CLICK OR VISIT OUR LOCAL OFFICE

o O T (s e S 904-342-8115 « WWW firstfloridainsurance.com
Sapp VP, Sales & Marketing 100 SOUTH PARK BLVD., SUITE 105 « ST. AUGUSTINE FL 32086

MEMBER (FAIA) * AFFILIATE MEMBER BOARD OF REALTORS * A&B RATED CARRIERS WITH AM-BEST Trusted Choice
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YOUR BRIDGE FROM HOSPITRL TO HOME

If you or a loved one are in need of Rehabilitation after a Hospital
Stay, we know your goal is to get Home as soon as possible.

Our Friendly and Professional Nursing and Rehabilitation staff will
get you or a loved one healthy with all the necessary skills you will
need to return home.

Please Call or Stop by for a Tour Today!

(904) 797-1800

M OULTRIE CREEK

NURSING & REHAB CENTER

200 Mariner Health Way
St. Augustine, FL 32086

YOUR BRIDGE BETWEEN THE HOSPITAL & HOME

www.MoultrieCreekRehab.com
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Wildflower Meadow Group

by Cindy Taylor

As I write this early in March, the spring flowers are only beginning to bloom and, for
a change, ’'m not going to write about flowers this month. When we met early in March, I
asked members of our group what they want in the next article and two of them immediately
and adamantly agreed on a subject: Gail Compton’s story about
the dung beetle. I couldn’t find the article she wrote about it so
I talked with Becky who was there when Gail told the story.
It reflects Gail’s philosophy, knowledge, and love of nature
and Gail was one of the founding mothers of the wildflower
meadow.

Becky said Gail told the story about the dung beetle on
one of her Saturday nature walks and, “One thing you have to
know about Gail is the hundreds of interesting things she found
during a walk of only a few yards.” You don’t have to go far to see the beauty of nature or
learn from it and that day Gail found a dung beetle. She told a fascinated group of people
things about it no one expected to learn that day. She
spoke with knowledge and incomparable enthusiasm
about a lowly beetle, who wasn’t so lowly after all.
How could the group not be enthused to learn what
they did? Gail’s enthusiasm for all things nature was
contagious.

The following is that story. “Gail began by
referring to the scarab beetle of Egypt (which belongs
to the Scarabaeidae family). The dung beetle is a
Subfamily and its back, Gail showed us, is shades of
deep blues, greens, and blacks that practically glow.
It has a horn on each side of'its head which it uses to roll a ball of dung as far and long as it
takes to bring it ‘home’. There, the beetle lays its eggs in the dung and the dung provides
nourishment for the offspring. Without the dung, there would be no more dung beetles
because the parent is long gone. Her job was to roll that ball of
dung to a safe place, lay her eggs, and that’s what she did.”

Our group is still amazed with
all Gail knew about nature and
how she enjoyed sharing it. She
made learning a joy, even learning
about a dung beetle.

AsTlooked forphotostoinclude
with this article, I realized how
few I have of “critters” who live in
or visit the meadow. Our focus is
mostly on wildflowers (and getting
rid of lawn grasses) but there’s a
lot more to a wildflower meadow
than flowers. There’s a whole ecosystem and Gail’s story
about the dung beetle inspires us to look carefully. Most of
these photos were taken by members of the St Augustine Camera Club a few years ago.
The gopher tortoise has since moved away because, [ suspect, of all the attention it got,
but the insects and other critters are still there, if you look.

We meet at the meadow near the Riverview clubhouse at about 8:30 the first Saturday
of each month. Sometimes we drive to local parks or on back country roads looking for
wildflowers, identifying, and photographing them. We’re an informal group without officers
or dues and hope you will join us. Call Cindy at 904-797-3931 for more information.

|
R 3 {( Bed Design / Patio Potting / Mulching
) Perennnial & Annual Planting / Fine Pruning
Eco-friendly Pest Control / Garden Cleanup

?'}’ email pschwadron@att.net for a speedy quote

7
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Will Russell

* Shores Resident
* Real Estate Agent
* Whether Buying or Selling
I can help make it happen!

Call Now for a Free Market . j :
Analysis of your Property!!!! S21iA Ly Beacly Blvd.

(904) 814-7305 St. Augugtine, FL 32080

ISR o 0fﬁce('4)4 -8878
will@EndlessSummerRealty.con Fax (90§)

"Helping Dreams Come True"

THE MACKAY TEAM

Over 23 Years of Professional Real Estate Experience

966 SF.
$203,900

Concrete
Block Home

Polly & Patrick MacKy

BROKER ASSOCIATE / REALTOR®

SHORES RESIDENTS
@* COLDWELL BANKER [E3R:3:5 My INI BRIV T3 108 0007}
PREMIER PROPERTIES EJ 6 www.STAbeach.com

Kristin Allen
Massage Therapist, MA#go127
SInbeoductony Special
$59 for 76 Minute Massage

(808)772-2301
by appointment only

Plaza South
4475 US 1 South, Suite 605
St. Augustine, FL 32086

ﬁai'r G’Sa[on

FULL SERVICE SALON
904.679.4741

4420 US 1 SOUTH, ST. AUGUSTINE

Want Condo life? Need Ground F|oor’7 Look no further th|s 312 condo
is waiting for you!The interior has been repainted completely and new
carpet installed. The Conquistador Condos offer many amenities for your
pleasure. This unit is spacious and the 3rd bedroom can be used as a
den or office space. The beautiful screened porch allows you to enjoy all
the wonderful outdoors all year long.  $171,000. 39 Catalonia Ct.

100 REALTY

KNOWLEDGE.
EXPERIENCE,.

1670TURsLi goTllih St. Berta Odom
Augustine, FL 32084 Cell: 904-466-0114

E-Mail: propertybyberta@aol.com
Web: www.bertabythebeach.com

Office: 901-825-2700
Independently Owned & Operated
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RERRN, 1 .
. Florida Homes
% Realty & Mortgage
&
"Deaewre Delivews the Feys...

to Your Real Estate Dreams”
St Augustine, Florida

Dawn Gould

Broker Associate, GRI, CDPE, CAM
dawn @dawndelivers.net

(904) 669-0680

www.DawnDeliversDreams.net

:*‘-.mlﬂl;
¥

A
T

Casa Benedetto’s
Ristorante

“Authentic Homemade
ji | Italian Specialties and Desserts”

9 New location - same great food and staff
5 We offer spiralized zucchini as a pasta substitute

"Join Our Lunch Club -
Buy 10 Lunches, Get One FREE"

(904) 471-5999

197 Blackford Way Unit F
Shores Village Plaza US 1 behind Walgreens

ADVANCED UROLOGY
—INSTITUTE —

Bill Vanasupa, D.O
Board Certified

Howard Epstein, M.D.

FACS Bourd Cerified  CONDITIONS WE TREAT

* BPH

* Erectile Dysfunction
* Bladder Cancer
* Kidney Cancer
* Kidney Stones

e Overactive Bladder
* Prostate Cancer

e Urinary Incontinence

* Vasectomy

Katherine Gardner e Space Oar Jonathan Baron
NP-C PA-C

Now SERVING NORTH ST. JOHNS COUNTY
Two LocaTtioNs To SErRVE You

(904) 824-1450

ST. AUGUSTINE OFFICE
240 SouTHPARK CIRCLE EAST
St. AUGUSTINE, FL 32086

WoRLD GOLF VILLAGE OFFICE
52 TuscaN WAy, Suitk 203
THE SHOPPES AT MURABELLA

JSteve (hrapmari == ¥
AmMERICAN ))\\AIR

Voted Best of i nmnx i )
St. Augustine o
21 Years in a Row!

Since 1980, All American Air has been serving St. Augustine and its
surrounding counties including St. Johns, Flagler, and Putnam. Our
areas of expertise include warranty and non-warranty service work
on all makes and models of AC units, preventative maintenance
service agreements, new construction installations, and equipment
replacement with high-efficiency systems. We offer a full range of
indoor air quality products, including high-efficiency filtration and
ultra-violet air sanitizing equipment. We take great pride in providing
quality service and installations, in turn gaining a customer for life.

904-461-0070

allamericanac.com

€3 All American Air €2 @allamericanair_

@allamericanair_

License #CAC057680
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News From Around
St. Johns County

Closures & Cancellations
by Cliff Logsdon, Publisher/Editor

Due to continued concerns with Coronavirus, most events and meetings that
are normally posted in the Observer news section have been cancelled. That
included the events scheduled in April for St. Augustine South and St. Augustine
Shores. Hopefully, by the next issue of the Observer regular meetings and events
will resume.

Please refer back to past issues to contact them individually regarding
schedules. You may go on line at www.StAugustineObserverOnline.com and
download issues if you do not have the last issue.

This is a trying time for all of us. Please take extra care to protect yourself and
your family. More specific information can be found in Tatiana Diaz’s article.
Stay informed and follow the guidelines that are set to help protect us.

CUT THE CORD & THE BILL

\

\

S — |

-

WOXT)

THE ONLY LOCAL TELEVISION STATION

':\

FREE TV FOR LIFE!
35 TO 100 CHANNELS
TOP 100 RATED SHOWS

904-794-6774 CALL NOW

JORGE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE, INC.
TRIM & FINE FINISH CARPENTRY

Custom Interior Woodwork
Cabinets * Closets * Shelves * Doors
REMODELING AND RESTORATION

Free Estimates (904) 315-8550
www.jorgeshandymanservice.com
Shores References Available

Lic. # ST-7256

Robert C. Kelsey MD

Accepting New Patients

Board Certified
Cardiology and Internal Medicine

(904) 827-0078

2720 U.S. HWY 1 SOUTH, STE B
ST. AUGUSTINE, FL 32086

St. Johns County Update
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update

by Tatiana Diaz, Media Writer & Sales

In an effort to combat the spread of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak
sweeping the nation, the St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners declared a
local state of emergency on March 17 for St. Johns County. The proclamation provides
local officials authority to use state and federal funds for COVID-19-related efforts.

A Citizens Information Hotline has been setup by the same board of commissioners to
help St. Johns County residents navigate through the county’s closures and cancelations
and the current guidelines regarding COVID-19. The hotline can be accessed by calling
(904) 824-5550 all days of the week between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Some of the county’s resources have been affected by the response from state and
local governments to COVID-19 including the St. Johns County Public Library System
which has been closed through March 29. It is not yet clear if closures will continue in
April. Similarly, festivals and major gatherings in the city of St. Augustine scheduled for
March were either canceled or postponed to a later date as new recommendations from
the federal government and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) are
announced.

St. Johns County beaches have closed vehicle access to limit the number of beachgoers
and the county has urged those who visit the beaches practice social distancing by keeping
six-feet apart and to limit their party to no more than 10. In a similar effort to keep up
with the CDC’s recommendation of social distancing, the Sunshine Bus Company has
implemented a policy permitting no more than 10 occupants per vehicle, including the
driver.

Additionally, bars and restaurants have been ordered to “suspend on-premises food
consumption for customers,” according to Executive Order 20-71, until May 8, 2020.
Those businesses can, however, still serve customers through delivery and take-out
services. Gyms and fitness centers have been hit with a similar order and will shut their
doors until the state of emergency is lifted.

It’s difficult to predict what businesses are opening in April and beyond as the news
changes from week to week. However, there are resources setup to access information on
the latest guidelines, news and facts on COVID-19. For general guidelines on COVID-19
visit the CDC’s webpage at www.cdc.gov or the Florida Department of Health at www.
floridahealth.gov. To contact someone at the COVID-19 Call Center, call (866) 779-6121
or email COVID-19@flhealth.gov with any questions regarding the state’s response or its
guidelines on the disease. For a list of Executive Orders made by Governor Ron DeSantis
visit www.flgov.com. To access local information on St. Johns County’s announcements
regarding COVID-19 visit www.sjcfl.us/coronavirus. Lastly, for information on which
restaurants,beaches,attractionsorotherbusinessesareopenedorclosed,“VisitSt.Augustine”
has a comprehensive list of which businesses are open as usual and which have been
closed or have modified hours of operations. To view the list visit www.visitstaugustine.
com/article/coronavirus-covid-19-updates.

FLAGLER'COLLEGE

ADULT & CONTINUING EDUCATION

New Lifelng Learning Term
April 27th - June 15th
REGISTER NOW

Lifelong Learning creates lifelong friendships!
Engage in interesting discussions, and learn new skills!
Join our growing Lifelong Learning community!

Standard courses are one 90 minute class per week for six weeks
Starting at $49.

For the latest information on schedule, prices, course offerings,
and to register for these non-degree seeking classes to to:
www.flagler.edu/adulted

Looking forward to seeing you on campus!

(904) 819-6263 or (904) 826-8635
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Contrary to popular belief, you
need not purchase a new Windows
10 license, if you are updating from
Windows 7. So, the answer to the
question is “It typically costs nothing
to update to Windows 10.”

All you need to do is download
the Microsoft Windows 10 Update
Assistant (directly from Microsoft.
com) and start it running on your
windows 7 computer. It takes about
an hour to finish and then you will be
running Windows 10.

Updating can get tricky if your
computer is old (7+ years) or running
poorly. In this case, you may want
to have a professional look at your
computer and do the update for you.

This past weekend, I updated 9
computers. 8 of the 9 computers
updated without any issue and all of
the applications and files were right
where they had been prior to the
update. The one that was problematic,
was not a typical computer with a
typical Windows 7 installation. It had
been a company server, and really
needed a fresh install of Windows
anyway. All of these computers were
updated using the old Windows 7
license key and are fully authenticated

Testimonial:

Computer Problems?
$89 Standard Service Call

At Your Home or Business
OR
$49 REMOTE Service Call

call for details

New Computer Setup and Data Transfer, for PC, Mac, iPad WiFi,
Printer, File Backup & Recovery
Virus Protection & Removal, Password Recovery
Computer, Tablet & Software Training

Computer Corner
by Steven Aldrich

904-479-5661

What does it cost to update from
Windows 7 to Windows 10?

by Microsoft.

If you are thinking about updating
to Windows 10 and you want to
breathe a bit of new life into your
computer, consider adding a Solid
State Drive. This will make the
computer 10-15 times faster than the
first day you owned it.

The cost of updating your current
computer will be much less expensive
than buying new. And you don’t have
to start at square one, reinstalling all
of your software, and moving all of
your files.

Consult an expert and you may
find that you can quickly and
inexpensively update to Windows 10.
Or, if you are somewhat technical,
you can update it yourself for free.
Just be sure that you get the Windows
10 Update Assistant directly from
Microsoft.com.

Steven Aldrich is a technology
advisor with decades of experience
as an IT Director and is the owner
of First Coast Computer Services.
Contact Steven if you need a trusted
advisor to come to your business or
home and help with your technology.
See my ad on this page. Steve(@
fcespro.com or (904) 479-5661.

Got your emails and accounts all mixed up? Is your advancing age causing

stress trying to remember what password goes with what? Relax and call Steve
who will come to your rescue and straighten out your iPad and iPhone, And he

is friendly and patient too! THANKS STEVE!

(904) 479-5661

info@fccspro.com

www.fccspro.com

Ask about our discount for Veterans

Financial Focus

Information Provided by

Edward Jones

Time for Some Financial Cleaning

Spring is officially here — and for many
of us, that means it’s time for some spring
cleaning around our homes and yards. But
why stop there? This year, why not do
some financial spring cleaning, too?

You can apply some of the same
principles of traditional spring cleaning to
your financial environment. Here are a few
suggestions:

¢ Clear your vision. Spring brings extra
hours of sunshine — and to enjoy them,
you’ll want to clean your windows, inside
and out. As an investor, you also need to
take a clear-eyed view of your situation
periodically. Are you on track toward
achieving your goals? If not, what moves
can you make to get back on the right path?
You need to be honest with yourself to see
if you’re doing all you can to help make
progress toward your objectives.

* “De-clutter” your portfolio. As you go
about sprucing up your house, you may find
that you have a lot of clutter. Do you really
need three mops? And are you holding on
to those old calendars for any good reason?
You’ll probably feel much better about
your surroundings when you de-clutter
them — and the same may be true of your
investment portfolio. For example, do you
own several investments that are virtually
identical? If so, you might want to consider
ways to help diversify your holdings. While
diversification can’t guarantee profits or
protect against losses in a declining market,
it might help reduce the impact of market
volatility on your portfolio.

* Recharge your batteries. When you do
your household spring cleaning, you may
want to check the batteries on your smoke
alarm, carbon monoxide detector and other
devices. And as part of your financial spring
cleaning,you might need to recharge your
own investment “batteries,” so to speak.
In other words, increase the power you’re
providing to your portfolio. You can do
this in a few different ways. First, you can

increase your contributions to your 401(k)
or similar retirement plan every time your
salary goes up. You can also try to “max
out” on your IRA contributions each year.
(For 2020, you can put in up to $6,000 in an
IRA, or $7,000 if you’re age 50 or older).
Another way to increase your investment
voltage is to make sure you’ve got adequate
growth potential in your portfolio based on
your goals and risk tolerance.

* Put your house in order. As part of your
spring cleanup, you may want to check for
damage on your roof, windows, siding and
soon. Butyou also need to put your financial
house in order, especially as it regards
to protection. Do you have adequate life
insurance? If not, your family could suffer
if something were to happen to you. And
have you thought about how you could pay
for long-term care if you needed it? The
average annual cost for a private room in a
nursing home is about $100,000, according
to the insurance company Genworth. To
retain your financial independence — and
also to help protect your grown children
from possibly having to deal with these
costs — you may want to explore some type
of long-term care insurance.

By doing some spring cleaning around
your home, you’ll lighten up your living
space. And doing some financial spring
cleaning may help you brighten your
future.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Edward Jones, Member
SIPC. Edward Jones is a licensed insurance
producer in all states and Washington,
D.C., through Edward D. Jones & Co.,
L.P. and in California, New Mexico and
Massachusetts through Edward Jones
Insurance Agency of California, L.L.C.;
Edward Jones Insurance Agency of
New Mexico, L.L.C.; and Edward Jones
Insurance Agency of Massachusetts,
L.L.C.

edwardjones.com. Member SIPC.

Edward Jones Financial Advisor
Sponsors Coffee Club

more than 7 million clients and care for $1 trillion
in assets under management. Visit our website at
edwardjones.com and recruiting website at careers.

Please support the businesses in the Observer!
They make this publication possible...

Thank you!
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"Diaries of a Shores Grand-Dad"
by Dirk Schroeder

It will be coming in your mailboxes soon.
No, it's not more junk mail. It will be the
Official US Census being sent to every home
in the country. The Feds want to determine
who is residing in each household. They
should not be asking you for your Social
Security number or a credit card - if you get
one of these fake census mailers please run
those through the shredder or turn them in
to the police. If you do not send the census
back there may be a few reasons; you suspect
it's a scam, you may be a tax evader or you
mistook it for junk mail. No matter what the
justification, a few weeks later there will be
official Census workers visiting the homes
of those who did not return them (you have
until June 1st to do so). For every person
unaccounted for, our County will lose
approx. $1,145 per person per year over the
next 10 years ($114,500 in total) in potential
federal matching funding. Jimmy Johns,
County Commissioner, who is Chairman of
the local Census Committee can be reached
at 904-209-0300 for further questions.

The Census is nothing new. In the days
of Caesar Augustus (Octavius), there were
regular enrollments (as they were called) so
that they could collect taxes for the benefit
of the Roman Empire. Luke (as in the
Bible) was a good historian and he made
reference to a census as it "first took place
while Quirinius was governing Syria." By
many accounts, Joseph and Mary and Jesus
could have been accounted for. Yet, detailed
history and record keeping preceded them
by many centuries. The real question is,
will you be counted?

So this release of the Diaries comes at
a time when Easter Holy Days are upon
us to celebrate the life of Christ (or the

Bunny Rabbit and Easter eggs for those
grandkids of ours). I typically watch The
Passion (produced by Mel Gibson) every
year to help me picture the way life might
have been at that time of Jesus. The Passion
was the last movie that I watched in our old
movie theatres in the Ponce Mall. There
was neither an empty seat nor a dry eye
in the house. How powerful a movie and
how much more powerful was the message
of the crucifixion; God gave his only son
for the sins of man so that "man" could be
forgiven. Was that the message for mankind?
That we are barbaric crucifiers? That we
are all sinners? That we are forgiven for
our sins? Maybe the message is that God
loves us no matter how human we are. This
Easter, when you're whispering a prayer for
the love of God, think about who you are
and how others see you and try to figure
out what you want to leave behind. Forget
about the material things that you leave
behind because they will be irrelevant.

What has survived before any census and
before the birth and death of Christ are the
timeless principles of human decency; the
self-reflection of humankind. Everything that
we say (and don't say) and do (and don't do)
to or with others is what we do to ourselves -
we are the mirror. That’s who we are. That is
the voice and the silence within us.

This Easter, whether or not you believe
that Jesus was counted in the census over
2,020 years ago and whether or not you
want to be counted in the upcoming census
yourself, you may wish to be counted on
in other ways. What can you count on to
leave behind? With that question, I will
wish you all a Happy Easter and, as always,
a Sunshine State of Mind.

EYE CENTER

OF ST. AUGUSTINE

S

THE EYE SURGERY CENTER OF ST. AUGUSTINE

e Cataract & Lens
Implant Surgery
* Diabetic Eye
Exams
* Glaucoma/Retinal
Disease
* All Eye Laser
Procedures
* Ophthalmic
Plastic
Surgery
* Optical Shop On
Premises

Russell W. Nelligan M.D
*Cornca Specialist

1400 US Highway 1 South
St. Augustine, FL 32084
Just North of Target
904.829.2286

10 Florida Park Drive, Ste A
Palm Coast, FL 32137
386.445.1279

Best Vision Center
12 Years

319 West Town Place, Ste 8
St. Augustine, FL 32092
World Golf Village
904.940.9200

800 Zeagler Dr., Ste 120
Palatka, FL 32177 'ACCREDITED

386.328.8369  JRccRepnn)
AAAHC Accredited \QMBULATORY
Surgery Center EALTH CARE(

-

Visit Us On The Web At www.eyecenterstaug.cs |

Physicians Dedicated To The Care Of Your Eyes

Does the Coronavirus have an effect on local real estate
transactions? YES - But how?

Here is what I know:

From January 1st to March 9th, 2019 there were 538 closed
single family transactions in our local St. Augustine and St.
Johns County Multiple Listing Service (SASJCMLYS).

These sales had an average sales price of $302,621 and the
average Days on Market (DOM) at that time was 114.

Now, let's see how that compares to the same time in
2020:

From January 1st to March 9th, 2020 there were 563 closed
single family sales in SASJCMLS with an average sales price
of $319,563 and the DOM is at 99 days.

Bottom Line - NO EFFECT. In fact, all of those statistics
are IMPROVED.

In that 1st Quarter 2019, if you bought the average sales
price house ($302,621) at the rate of 4.37% with 10% down
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St. Augustine Properties, Inc.

ONLY YOU KNOW & | KNOW

payment, your monthly payment would have been $1,510.

In this 1st Quarter 2020, the average sales price is $315,156
($12,535 higher). Yet rates today are at 3.125% (based on a
750+ score on 3/9/20) so the payment is only $1,350/mo.

Bottom Line - Virus causes Fed to lower its rate by 1/2% and
more expensive homes ($12,535 higher) cost less per month
($160/mo. lower) than last year.

Is that enough information to stop the fear? No. The virus is
dangerous and it’s effect on the local, State and
National economy will only be determined in
the second quarter of 2020 and beyond. Stay
tuned. The Virus is potentially dangerous.
Did it impact markets worldwide? Absolutely.
Only you know and I Know what impact it
has locally.

Need to figure out how much your home is
worth? Call someone who knows. Looking to
make sure you're protected when purchasing
a home? Absolutely: call Dirk at Work.

Dirk Schroeder

Direct: 904-540-2360

2820 US 1 S. St. Augustine FL 32086
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M}u{/ San Savino
W Close to the beach, golf and historic

St. Augustine in St. Augustine Shores

Let us build your "Dream Home" on one of our remaining oversized lots or select one of our "Move-in Ready Homes" and start

"Living the Good Life, today!"

- Attractively priced from the mid $300,000s
-2-10 Home Buyer’s Warranty!
-No CDD fees and only $30 monthly HOA
- Deep well with irrigation system
- Hiking/Biking Trails, Olympic Pool,
Golf Course, Fishing Pier
- Numerous upgrades included as standard features =~ -
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San Savino, A Homes By
Deltona Community
400 Venecia Way, St. Augustine, FL 32086
= 904-797-6565 | sansavinohomes.com

IVERSIDE
OTTAGES

AT THE SHORES

Celebrating 25 years!

COMFORT & CARE.
A Family Tradition

Family-founded and family owned,
Riverside Cottages is the caring choice
for your beloved one’s assisted living or
memory care needs. With our tranquil
neighborhood setting, world-class
dining, and high staff-to-resident ratio,
you can be confident that your family
member is receiving attentive care
and engaging lifestyle activities in a
homelike environment.

471 Shores Blvd - St. Augustine, FL 32086 - (904) 342-2590

riversidecottagesALF.com
LICENSE # AL12763

Call to schedule your free initial consultation and learn how to
protect your assets and plan for you and your family’s future today.

¢ Asset Protection
o Wills & Trusts
¢ Probate
¢ Pre-Medicaid
Eligibility
¢ Elder Criminal
Defense

Free Wills for
Over 65

William S. Masson, Attorney at Law Joseph L. Boles, Jr, Attorney at Law

. . Former Mayor, St. Augustine, FL
Located at 19 Riberia Street

near downtown St. Augustine 9 O 4_ 82 4_ 4278
with plenty of private parking!

Join us the
4th Tuesday of each month
2:30 pm - 4:30 pm

ide Cottages is joining forces with
A3 d Home Instead Senior Care

Sensory Experience with the
Virtual Dementia Tour

* Hearing impairment ¢ Low vision
* Hearing loss ¢ Arthritis * Neuropathy

v Home

.
Instead co
to us, it’s personal

HHA299992686




