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commitment of the CCP staff”

fairs, etc., but most of all the love and time you give

each family and child. God bless you!”

Dear Friends,

When you look at the missions of many worthy nonprofit organizations, the
focus is often on ending something: stopping hunger, ending teen-age pregnancy, o
defeating homelessness. While all these efforts are to be applauded, Covenant
Community Preschool (CCP) is fundamentally different. We are about building
strong beginnings.

We are also very different from most preschools. Our approach is to serve a
diverse population of families, racially, culturally and economically. To be inclusive,
our school includes a scholarship program, making CCP available to families who
would have difficulty affording a high quality early childhood experience. In order
for our program to enjoy diversity and be attractive to all economic levels, the
program must be of the highest quality.

We are privileged to work with children during their earliest, formative
years. During this time they learn, they experiment, and they explore. They gain a
sense of self in the context of a group. They use “their words” and test boundaries.
Our intent is to instill a lifelong passion for learning and an appreciation of the
diversity of the world.

CCP’s way of sharing Christ’s love with young children is integrated in all wt
do, making children feel safe, secure, and accepted. We display and encourage
gratitude of our natural world, God’s creation. We share Bible stories to help
demonstrate to young children how God intends for people live, to treat one
another and how to form a relationship with Him.

As this annual report shows, the 2011-2012 academic year, our first year,
was exceptional. We served our children, families and the community well. We
received a tremendous amount of support from donors enabling us to offer an
excellent staff, ongoing employee training opportunities and provide a high quality
preschool education, among many other things music lessons for our children,
science experiences, current educational materials for our classrooms, and
scholarship funds for families in need.

We are grateful for the many CCP supporters as well as our mission focused
school board that works with intelligence, dedication, and good humor.

An old political slogan resonates today: “If you're not part of the solution,
you're part of the problem.” We believe Covenant Community Preschool- our staff,
our volunteers, our families, our donors and our collaborators- are all part of the
solution. Together we ensure an effective and lasting beginning for children.

Peace, Grace and Love,
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Lynda Williams Jim Maynor
School Director School Board Chairman



What we did in 2011-2012

: W : - e Started up and equipped a state of art preschool program
e e * Hired and trained a highly qualified staff. 100% College degreed.

for all they have done for my child and for myself.” * Hosted a field trip to Lewis Farms for children and families

*  Hosted family Pumpkin Carving Family Social

* Thanksgiving Feast, given by Women'’s Ministry

¢ Children’s Christmas Worship, directed by Mary McFarland

* Biannual Community Consignment Sale

e  Staff Development Day- training offered by the Early Childhood
Department of Gaston College

* Collected pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters to purchase a goat
through Heifer International as our children’s Lenten mission
project

*  Sue Bell, retired teacher, gave weekly remediation to pre k
students

* Joanne Parker and David Hooks hosted a weekly summer
Community Story Hour

* Collaborated with Gaston County bringing specialists in speech
and occupation therapy to CCP

*  Weekly sing for JOY with David Hooks each Friday

* Honored Courtney Stratman as the CCP Outstanding Teacher of
the Year 2012

* CCP staff completed 12 hours of continuing education training in
addition to annual First Aid, CPR, blood borne pathogen, child
abuse awareness, and fire extinguisher training.

*  CCP staff gathered each morning before the school doors opened
to share devotion and prayer for the students and families

* The NAC Accreditation annual parent survey documents our

satisfied parents and professional staff, 99.98% positive.
100% families were pleased with their child’s teacher,
100% felt they had good communication with their child’s
teacher,

100% felt their child felt safe and happy at CCP,

CCP 2011-2012 PreK Results
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Lived our mission every day
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We are very pleased with the year-end results for our pre k students- showing
that they are indeed ready for kindergarten!



you for making us feel so comfortable. You gave
our child an education that surpasses anything

we could have found in town. You went the extra
mile in all you did. God Bless You! Thank You!
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About Covenant Community Preschool

CCPis a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, located on the downtown, First ARP Church campus in Gastonia
North Carolina. The School is designed to provide a Christ-centered, high quality,
developmentally appropriate, culturally sensitive early childhood education and family
support for families with children aged two to five years. CCP provides children and families
comprehensive educational program that meets their cognitive, social, emotional, health,
spiritual and psychological needs.

Children learn through activities and experiences that are child-centered and developmental
appropriate. Relationships between families and staff and emotional support are central to a
child’s learning. Communication, encouragement and collaboration are the hallmarks of
partnership and take a variety of forms — from individual daily conversations to individual
conferences with staff members.

Our Educational Philosophy: We believe preschoolers learn by experimenting and exploring
materials, as well as interacting with their peers under the guidance of qualified teachers. We
work with all the domains of development with an emphasis on the social-emotional
development vital to a positive kindergarten experience and long-term success in school.
Parents play a vital role in their children’s education and development from birth, a role CCP
builds upon by fostering parental involvement at every step. The program features, among
other things, parent-teacher conferences, faith development and family events.

Curriculum

Curriculum at CCP is based largely on the activities of daily living. When we talk of our
curriculum, we are referring to the classroom environment, people, and routines as well as
specific activities relevant to the young children we serve. Below are some activities and
materials central to the CCP classroom:

Art

Blocks

Dramatic Play

Faith Development

Sensory Experiences

Music, Movement, and Gross Motor Activities

Curriculum at CCP incorporates both the Creative Curriculum philosophy of education and
North Carolina Prekindergarten Standards. The Creative Curriculum developmental approac
to education emphasizes the importance of a large variety of open-ended materials in the
classroom.



Covenant Community Preschool curriculum:

* Is Christ-centered
* Is developmentally meaningful

* Provides a balance between child and adult initiated activities
* Requires on going staff training and parent involvement

* Necessitates the staff to set goals and plan strategies

[s kindergarten readiness

’

She is excited and ready to begin kindergarten!”
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“Thank you for the blessing you are to our family everyday. Our daughter loves her school and it has been an incredible answer to prayer in our
lives. As parents, we love knowing we are dropping off our child at a place that not only teaches her academically and keeps her safe, but also
genuinely loves her and teaches her about Christ. Thank you for blessing this community with this awesome ministry”
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our favorite parts of the day she says “school” we feel so fortunate to have found CCP. It is a unique school invested in the wellbeing of

every child it serves”




Covenant Community Preschool Team 2011-2012

Beth Forgan

Mary McFarland

Fiona Miller

Gina Pierce

Billie Riley

Courtney Stratman

Lynda Williams

Sadie Williams

Tammy Baker, Financial Administrator

Covenant Community Preschool
located on the campus of

First ARP Church

317 South Chester Street
Gastonia, North Carolina 28052
www.firstarpchurch.org
www.ccpgastonia.org

Facebook, Covenant Community Preschool

If you would like more information

contact, Lynda Williams Covenant Community Preschool

office 704-864-5675 Blessing Our Community... Building God’s Kingdom
cell 704-616-9253
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