US History Movie Critique

100pts (Final Exam for AP)

Historians like to discuss and discredit films for their inaccuracies, but the average person
learns a great deal about the past from these cinematic representations. I bet each of us
can think of at least one scene from a movie that really affected our understanding of an
historical event or time. Movies can excite students about history and teach about the past
in a way that draws viewers into the experience. Many great history instructors are also
great storytellers, and film is simply another way of telling the world’s story. Directors
may take creative license with the facts and characters, but they often are careful to
represent dress, life-style, and culture in a way that texts and even great storytellers have
trouble doing. After students finish the course they may never actively try to learn history
again, but they are likely to watch movies that represent the past. This assignment will
encourage you to be critical thinkers as you analyze a film for class and later films you
enjoy.

First, each student will select a movie from a list provided by the instructor to watch. We
will draw numbers to see who will select first. Once a movie is selected you may not
choose it. The list provides a variety of new and old movies and covers a variety of
subjects. While watching the movie, students are to consider these questions:

1. Were there inaccuracies in the movie compared to the material in our course,
which covers that time period or person?

2. What did you learn from the movie that you did not already know?

3. Were there any obvious values or opinions being presented by the director in
the way they depicted the main theme of the film or the way they portrayed the
heroes and villains of the story?

4. How did the depiction of this event or person compare to reading about the
same topic in a textbook?

5. Did you have an emotional reaction to the film, why or why not? How do your
own history and experiences affect how you perceive the film?

6. Research both a positive and negative review of your film citing it in your
paper and give your analysis as to why the reviewer had that interpretation. Do
you agree or disagree with the critic’s review? Why?

7. Did the film have an impact at the time of release on society’s perspective of
the event and people involved? Did the film change your perspective about the
people or event? (You will have to do some research on this question.)

After watching the film, students write a concise review of the movie that uses the
questions above and summarizes the plot. Your full paper needs to be typed and turned
in on the day of the final exam. You will also do a short 3-5 minute presentation for the
class this day on any two of the questions listed above.



Movie List

**All The President’s Men (1976)

**Gangs of New York (2002)
Apollo 13 (1995)

**12 Years a Slave (2013)
**Black Hawk Down (2001)

Hidden Figures (2016)
The Crucible (1996)

Thirteen Days (2000)
**Frost/Nixon (2008)

**Tombstone (1993)
On The Basis of Sex (2018

( : **We Were Soldiers (2002)

**The Hurt Locker (2008)

**The Last of the Mohicans (1992)
42 (2013)

**Born on the Fourth of July (1989)
**Nixon (1995)

**The Birth of a Nation (2016)
The Color Purple (1985)

Malcolm X (1992)
**Amistad (1997)

**Charlie Wilson’s War (2007)
Gone With The Wind (1939)

**Hacksaw Ridge (2016)
**Platoon (1986)

The Conspirators (2010)

**Detroit (2017)

Ghosts of Mississippi (1996)
Bridge of Spies (2015)

**Milk (2008)
**Mississippi Burning (1988)

Selma (2014)

**The Post (2017
( . **Mudbound (2017)

**The Patriot (2000)

**First Man (2018)
**Argo (2012)

W. (2008)
**]. Edgar (2011)

**Flags of Our Father (2006)
**The Big Short (2015)

** Rated “R” movie
Lincoln (2012)






