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“People coming together to be The Church, 

not just attend one.” 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive  

church, welcoming all who seek God. 

  

69 Griswold Street  Hillsdale, Michigan 

517-437-2647  tlchillsdale.org 

 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost     September 11, 2022 
 

 

 
 

Service of the Word 

9:30 a.m. Worship 
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Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship 

and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we 

welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry 

among us.  Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin. 
 

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith 

through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving 

relationships, to ALL people. 
 

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity 

Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the 

global community. 
 

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the 

forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution. 

Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward 

with their families to receive a blessing. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever 

required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This 

is in accordance with Lutheran teaching: 

Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the 

Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established 

and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice 

was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to 

need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy 

Communion…pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a 

variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly 

celebration of the sacrament. 

Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The 

members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than 

occasional part of their lives.    

(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35) 
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Sunday, September 11, 2022 
 

INTRODUCTION 

The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: This Jesus 

welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves the lost is not only a holy 

hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy 

of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

 

P  Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

 whose steadfast love endures forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 Silence for reflection and self-examination. (kneel/sit) 

 

P Merciful God, 

C we confess that we have not followed your path 

 but have chosen our own way. 

 Instead of putting others before ourselves, 

 we long to take the best seats at the table. 

 When met by those in need, 

 we have too often passed by on the other side. 

 Set us again on the path of life. 

 Save us from ourselves 

 and free us to love our neighbors. 

 Amen. 
 

P Hear the good news! 

 God does not deal with us according to our sins 

 but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

 In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

 You are free to love as God loves. 
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GATHERING HYMN                         ELW #834                   Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise  

 
 

 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

 Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you 
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Kyrie
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

 O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who 

 go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is 

 contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, 

 our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Sit 

A A reading from Exodus 32:7-14 

FIRST READING                                            Exodus 32:7-14 
While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship. 

Today’s reading shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses 

reminds God that the Israelites are God’s own people, and boldly asks for mercy for them. 

 
7The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land 

of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I 

commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and 

sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 

Egypt!’ ” 9The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let 

me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will 

make a great nation.” 

 11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot 

against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 

mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to 

kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your 

fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember Abraham, 

Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will 

multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will 

give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14And the LORD changed his mind 

about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 

 

A Word of God, Word of life.   

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM                                                                       Psalm 51:1-10 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love. (Ps. 51:1) 

 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, 

  and my sin is ever before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 

 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
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 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 

 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
 9Hide your face from my sins, 

  and blot out all my wickedness. 

 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spirit within me.  
   

A A reading from 1 Timothy 

 

SECOND READING                                                               1 Timothy 1:12-17 

The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they contain advice 

especially intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once 

persecuted the church, is cited as evidence that even the most unworthy may become witnesses to 

the grace of God. 

 
12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me faithful 

and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a 

man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace 

of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure 

and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I 

am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus 

Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to 

believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be 

honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

A Word of God, Word of life. 

C Thanks be to God.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 

Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 

 

P           The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 15th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

GOSPEL                         Luke 15:1-10 

Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and sinners 

repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that their 

recovery brings joy in heaven. 

 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees 

and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 

them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he 

finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes 

home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 

found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 

sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

 8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 

sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls together 

her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 
10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ 
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P O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted,  

 grant courage and hope. 

 Where anxiety is infectious and widening, 

 grant peace and reassurance.  

 Where impossibilities close every door and window,  

 grant imagination and resistance. 

 Where distrust twists our thinking,  

 grant healing and illumination.  

 Where spirits are daunted and weakened,  

 grant soaring wings and strengthened dreams.  

 And please help us Lord to never forget the lives lost on 9/11. 

C  Amen 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                             ELW #887                     This Is My Song  
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FEATURED HYMN                        ELW # 779          Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound  
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APOSTLES CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,   

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

A As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our 

 prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A Your people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill your church with 

 faith and love, and give understanding hearts to those who work to strengthen our 

 ecumenical and interreligious commitments. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack of care. As the 

 seasons change, renew in us the will to protect plants, animals, and habitats. Bless us with 

 bountiful harvests that all may share. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Your world is shattered and the nations rage. Remember us in your mercy. Teach wisdom 

 to our elected leaders so that we know peace in our world, peace in our homes, and peace 

 in our hearts. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek out those who are lost 

 or lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with addiction or illness. Provide for those 

 in any need (especially). God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, feet, voices, minds, and hearts. 

 Build up the ministries of this community (local ministries and partnerships may be 

 named), that we serve our neighbors and welcome the stranger in your name. God of 

 grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A Your blessed saints who have died now rest in your presence. Give us thankful hearts for 

 those who have been examples of faith in our lives, and receive us with joy when we 

 come to share eternal life with you. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer 

 these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

Please do not leave your pew, pass the peace to those in your family group as you wish but to 

others by waves or other hand signs 
 

Sit 

OFFERING                           Second Sunday: Barnyard Boxes ELCA Good Gifts 
Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries. 

Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a regular gift 

to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our special 

project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering buckets. 

The  plate will be presented to the altar by the ushers at this time 
 

OFFERING HYMN              ELW #184                        Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

A God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your 

 goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of 

 all, in the name of Jesus. 

C Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

P Let us pray. 

 Holy God, Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness, we hear your Word 

 in the scriptures, proclaiming to us your wisdom and inviting us to follow your call. For 

 speaking this Word, we thank you, O God. 

C We thank you, O God. 
  

P Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother, who preached your righteousness, 

 healed the sick, and revived the brokenhearted. For giving us this Word, we worship you, 

 O God. 

C We worship you, O God. 
  

P By your Spirit, bless all who receive this Word, that upheld by the mystery of the body of 

 Christ, we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. For sustaining 

 us with your Word, we praise you, O God. 

C We praise you, O God. 
  

P Blessed are you, holy God, around us, with us, and in us, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER  

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.  Amen 

 

 

BLESSING 

P  The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, 

 and show you the path of life this day and always. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                             ELW #676            Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak 
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DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace with Christ beside you  

C Thanks be to God 
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SERVING AT TRINITY 

 

Ministers: Every member of the congregation 

Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas  

Parish Secretary: Chris McNamara 

Council President: Terry Vear 

Vice-President: Suzanne Sponsler 

Treasurer: Chris McNamara 

Secretary: Sandra Dufur 

Council Members:  Warren Bartels, Johncie Langston, Joe Painter, Gene Stockford-Shively, and 

Patti Weber  

 

SERVING TODAY: 

Lay Minister: Amy Otterbein 

Assisting Minister: Terry Vear 

Ushers: Phyllis Klinger and Earl Williams 

Coffee Hour: Phyllis Klinger       Next Week: Chris McNamara and Robin Bartels 

 
 

 

ADDITIONAL SERVICES 

Altar Guild: Tom Stockford- Shively 

Offering Counters: Terry Vear and Sue Risk 

Videographer: Gene Stockford-Shively 

 

FLOWERS – The flowers on the altar today are given by to celebrate Suzanne Sponsler’s 

birthday and her granddaughter Lauren’s birthday.  

 

 

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission  

under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


