
MANNUM SHOW DAY. 
 
 

Early 1900s. The GRAND STAND existed, where a triangular block of trees are in 2019. 

 
 
 

Mannum Show Committee 1908. 

 
Photographs courtesy of the Mannum Local History Collection, Mid Murray Council & Community Library. 

 



 

Mannum Show & Grounds 
 
 
 

"The couple then moved to Mannum and cleared virgin land to establish 
a farm on what is now the site of the Mannum showgrounds." 

 
“Carl Friedrich SCHUETZE was born on 28th May 1845. He was a child of four 
when he immigrated to Australia with his family. He married Emma Emelia 
Buermann, daughter of the Mount Barker undertaker Carl Buermann. Emma 
had been born on the Burra copper fields. 
J Legard is listed as running the Miner’s Arms Hotel at Reedy Creek, south 
of Palmer in 1869, but from 1870 to 1871 Carl & Emma were licensees. The 
couple then moved to Mannum and cleared virgin land to establish a 
farm on what is now the site of the Mannum showgrounds. In 1894 the 
family moved to a riverside farm some seventeen kms upstream from 
Mannum (the area now known as Schuetz’s Landing. Carl died on 30th 
November 1906.”    Source: Pioneering Pathways, Rod Williams, 2003, p.43. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Agricultural & Horticultural Show and the People. 

 
From its beginning, the Agricultural Show was a display case, a learning 

place and the greatest social event of the year. Apart from church on 
Sunday, life was hard work from daylight to dark. As new settlers arrived in 
both town and farming country, gaining knowledge of growing crops, food, 
livestock breeding, and marketing were all improved by sharing with each other 
at the annual shows. Cookery skills, preserving, gardening and handicraft 
knowledge, was gained by the ladies and friendships were formed. Children 
made new friends and exhibited their wares too. 

 
The family would prepare their exhibition goods, the family picnic hamper 

and all be in their best clothing with a polished buggy, to attend the most 
exciting event of the year. Many of our past local residents were named in the 
newspaper Show Reports. The Mannum Show was not always held in March. 
========================================================== 

 
FIRST MANNUM SHOW  was held in the MANNUM INSTITUTE 

 
=================================================================================================================== 



 
 

1899 – FIRST MANNUM SHOW   MANNUM  INSTITUTE 
(Prior to the Institute’s upper story addition in 1911) 
 

Chronicle, 23-9-1899, p.20. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 At the time of the 1899 Show, the Institute was single storey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continued below [transcribed]. 
 
 

 
"Subjoined is the prize-list:— 
Dairy Produce.—Fresh butter, Miss Haby; Mrs.C. Kowald. Hen eggs, J. C. Zadow; M. 
C.Teate; W.Ray. Duck eggs, Mrs. Bock; H. C. Teate. Cakes, &c.—Home-made bread, 
Mrs. Jas. Shearer. Coffee cake. Miss Nickels. Collection cakes, Miss Nickels. 

 Vegetables.—Turnips, J. A. S. Williams. Parsnips, O. L. Nelson. Spring onions, J. A. 
S.Williams. Cabbages, Miss Haby; J. A. S. Williams. Cauliflowers, M. C. Teate. Peas, M. 
C. Teate. Cabbage 
lettuce, J. Wanke; Miss Haby; J. A. S. Williams. Coz lettuce, J. Nickels. Collection 

vegetables, 
S. Morris. Cut Flowers.—Collection, J. A. S. Williams. Pansies, Mrs. Camens (1and 2); 

Mrs. Bolto. 
Ranunculi, J. A. S. Williams; Mrs. G. Baseby. Lilies, Mrs. G. Baseby. Table bouquet, 
Mrs. G.Baseby. Buttonhole bouquet, Miss Schuetze. Basket of flowers, Miss Schuetze. 
Pot Plants.—Cyclamen, Miss Schuetze. Coleus,O. L. Nelson. Fancy Work.—Mantle 
drape, Mrs. J. A. S. Williams. Crochet patterns, Mrs. R. Williams. Lace pinafore,Mrs. R. 
Williams. Dressed doll, Miss 

    Wainwright. Fire-screen Miss Wainwright. Crewelwork cushion and cosy, Miss 
Shearer. Moravian work, Miss Shearer. Doyleys, Mrs. Edgcombe. Crochet mats, Mrs. 
Edgcombe. Macrame drape, Jessie Brown. Drawn thread work, Miss Ethel Trenoweth. 
Traycloth, Mrs. Jas.Shearer; Mrs. Trenoweth. Fancy pillow-sham, Mrs. Trenoweth. 
Berlin wool cushion, Mrs. Standen. Child's dress. Miss Wiesemann. Painted cushion, 
Mrs. J. Randell. Trimmed hat, Miss Wiesemann. White shirt, best got up, Mrs. Bolto. 
Knitted sock, Mrs. Jas. Shearer. Scholastic Fancy Work.—Handkerchief sachet, Jessie 



Gower. Bead-work cushion, Bessie Kau. Paper flowers. Mr. Zadow's school. 
Flycatcher, bead-work, Nita Nickels. Crewelwork cushion, Eva Kau; Lilly Webber. 
Plush and lace tidy, S. Edwards. Traycloth, Bessie Kau: Olive Edgcombe. Fancy lace 
cushions, Elsie Edwards. Arrasene cushion, M. Edwards; F. Edwards; Jessie Gower. 
Arrasene cosy, Mabel Wray. Fancy cushion, Miss L. Mobs; Eva Kau. Drawn-thread 
work, Charlotte Miens. Pinafore, Phyllis Billinghurst. Chemise,  showing hemming, 
seaming, stitching, and gathering, Bessie Kau; Jessie Gower; Gladys Billinghurst. 
Fancy mats, Bella Kau. Berlin work, Sylvia Tabe; Bessie Kau; Bella Kau. Berlin work, 
special, Tillie Hausler. Drawing, six copies from Class IV. B drawing-book, Edgar 
Towill. Drawing, book IV. B, tinted, Jessie Gower; James Denniss. Drawing-book IV. A. 
P. W. Billinghurst; J. Denniss. Drawing-book A. Lelina Fiedler. Drawing-book II. AB, 
Berthold Droegemuller. Drawing-book III.  AB, P. H. Billinghurst: Gladys Billinghurst; 
KateWaters. Drawing-book O, Kate Waters. C. copybook, John Hausler. K copybook, 
KateWaters; P. W. Billinghurst. Covers for "Children's Hour," Mr. Zadow's school. 
Mapping made easy, Gladys Billinghurst; Phyllis Billinghurst. Silk-thread flower 
tracing, Bessie Kau. Block-work, Tilly Sickerdick. Silk tracing, by juniors, Gladys 
Billinghurst. Mat-weaving, Phyllis Billinghurst; Stephen Billinghurst. Embroidery 
cards, Sophia Lanfern: J. McKay. School writing competition, L Topsfield; L. Dohnt.  
Wool — One fleece merino, J. Hooper. Longwool, J. Hooper." 

 
 

=========================================================================== 
 

1899 - Pellaring Flat school students received awards for Mannum Show entries. 
 

 
Chronicle, 30-12-1899, p.28 

=========================================================================== 

1903 
 

            
Burra Record, 14-10-1903, p.2. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 



The paddle steamer NELLIE left the Bowhill landing with 
61 passengers, bound for the MANNUM SHOW in 1903. 

        

 
 
 
1903 

The Advertiser, 3-10-1903, p.10 
 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 
 

The Advertiser, 3-10-1903, p.10 
 
=================================================================================================================== 
 
 
 
 
 

MANNUM SHOW, 10th October 1907. 

 
Back Row: 4th from left – J W Walker, 6th – John Standen, 7th – J Batt ? 
Centre Row: 4th from left – David Shearer. 

 
Photograph courtesy of V Connell, Mypolonga, 1974. MLHC 121. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



MANNUM SHOW, 10th October 1907. 

 
Back Row: 4th from left – J W Walker, 6th – John Standen, 7th – J Batt ? 
Centre Row: 4th from left – David Shearer. 

 
Photograph courtesy of V Connell, Mypolonga, 1974. MLHC 121. 

 

 
CAN YOU NAME other people ? 
 
 
Back Row: 
 
 
 
 
 
Centre Row: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Front Row: 
 
 
 



1917-  (During World War 1) 
 
 

 

 

The Mount Barker Courier & Onkaparinga & Gumeracha Advertiser, 28-9-1917, p.1. 
 
===================================================================================================================== 

1918 

 
The Mount Barker Courier & Onkaparinga & Gumeracha Advertiser, 15-2-1918, p.1. 

 
 
======================================================================================================= 



1925 

 

 
  The Mount Barker Courier & Onkaparinga & Gumeracha Advertiser, 9-10-1925, p.1. 
 
=================================================================================================================== 

Various show reports: 
 

1928 

 
The Mount Barker Courier & Onkaparinga & Gumeracha Advertiser, 28-9-1928, p.1. 

======================================================================================================== 



Sources: 
 

Pioneering Pathways, Rod Williams, 2003. 
The River Flows: A History of Mannum on the River Murray, R. Linn, Mid Murray Council, 1997. 
National Library of Australia, Trove digitised Newspapers Australia. 

Oral History – Bev & Des Gaskell 
 
Researched & compiled by Jude Johnson, 2019, for the Mannum History Group. 
============================================================================================== 


