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From the Command Tent

  

What a great time we had at the reunion.  It was good to see everybody again.  And what about all the sites we saw?  We even visited the American Pickers store in Nashville, which was a wonderful experience.  For a more detailed account of the reunion see Bob Venable’s report on page 2.


Putting aside the reunion, let’s look at what we did last year. We managed to accomplish a number of things:

· Increased our Grave Registration to just under 1000 graves with over 800 pictures.

· Increased our pictures of the men to over 100 pictures including now having 1 original photograph taken in 1863

· Increased by 5% our biographical sketches of the men

· Gained 4 new members

· Registered all our grave information with the SUVCW

· Been recognized by the SUVCW as the contact for any correspondence on the 4th OVC

· Created an improved web site

· Reformatted the newsletter to an electronic magazine

· Worked again with the Nixon-Brant House in setting up a mobile hands on museum


But that’s all in the past.  We may deal with the past but we are looking ever forward.  What about the future?  What do we want to accomplish in 2013?  I’ve created a list of goals that we’re striving to achieve in the upcoming year. 

· Increase membership by 24 new members

· Work closer with the SUVCW where we can have some of the gravestones reset and even get some stones for those who have unmarked graves.

· Have a total of 1250 graves located

· Increased our detailed biographical sketches by 10%

· Increasing our pictures of the men by 12%


As you can see, we have a rather aggressive year ahead of us.  I’m positive that with your help we can exceed all our goals and have the best year ever.

    










Bill Krebs

                                                                                                                                    President
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4th OVCDA Reunion

Nashville, TN

Oct 18-21, 2012

By Bob Venable

Richard Boone Cheatham, Mayor of Nashville, Tennessee, surrendered his city to COL John Kennett and the 4th Ohio Volunteer Cavalry on February 25, 1862, the first Confederate capital captured during the Civil War.  The year 2012 marks the 150th anniversary of that event.  To commemorate it, nine members of the 4th Ohio Volunteer Cavalry Descendants Association met in Nashville for the seventh reunion of the organization from Thursday, October 18 to Sunday, October 21.  Attendance was again small, possibly due to the time of the year and economical issues. 


Before arriving in Nashville, some of us stopped in Bonnieville, Kentucky on Thursday and met with Kim Cook, President of the Bacon Creek Historical Society.  Bonnieville was known as Bacon Creek during the Civil War and the 4th OVC camped there from January 2 to February 10, 1862 on the march from Louisville to Nashville.  The Camp had been established at Bacon Creek in December 1861 to protect the L & N Railroad Bridge over the creek as it was a vital transportation link for the Union Army.  Confederate cavalryman John Hunt Morgan had burned the bridge in November and December, 1861 before the 4th’s arrival, and did so at least one more time long after the 4th OVC had departed the Camp.
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Roadside Marker of Morgan’s bridge burnings


While training at Bacon Creek, a war correspondent from Cincinnati, Ohio observed the 4th OVC charging down a hill and across a field in a mock battle.  He reported it was a “grand sight” and opined that the 4th “would prove invincible.”  Hence, the regiment’s nickname “The Invincibles.”  Pictured below is the field and hill where the 4th was observed in training by that war correspondent.
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Hill and field where 4th OVC trained at Camp Jefferson, Bacon Creek, Kentucky


Kim Cook co-authored a book with Brad Quinlin, a Civil War author and 21st Ohio Volunteer Infantry re-enactor, titled On the Line of Bacon Creek detailing the history of Camp Jefferson through soldiers’ letters, newspaper reports, and other documents.  The authors mention the 4th OVC in laudatory terms at five different places in the book, one covering five pages of text, including the “invincible” newspaper report.  For anyone interested, the book can be ordered for $5.00 from the Bacon Creek Historical Society, 7760 North Dixie Highway, Bonnieville, KY 42713.  Their web page is http://www.bchist.com 


A Meet and Greet was held at the Wingate Hotel, near Nashville Airport where most of the attendees stayed during the reunion


Friday was a full day of activity.  We began by a visit to Nashville National Cemetery where a number of 4th OVC soldiers are buried.  Small flags were placed on their graves.


The next stop was near Titan Stadium (LP Field), home of the Tennesse Titans pro football team.
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Titan Stadium, Nashville, Tennessee
It was here in the suburb of Edgefield that the 4th OVC accepted the surrender of the City of Nashville when Mayor Cheatham rowed across the Cumberland River to capitulate to COL Kennett.  His crossing of the river would have been easier had the modern day Shelby Street walking bridge been in place in 1862, pictured here.
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Walking Bridge, Edgefield – Nashville


Our group took a break from Civil War sites on Friday to visit the History Channel’s “American Pickers” store on the city’s west side.  The store is named Antique Archealogy and features “rusty gold,” just like on the TV show.
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A group of us arriving at Antique Archaeology
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Antique Archaeology store
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A sample of wares, Antique Archaeology


We returned our sight-seeing to Civil War related places.  First was Fort Negley which the Union Army established after the fall of Nashville.  It was perched on the top of a hill and was a part of a defensive system to discourage Confederate efforts to retake the city.  It’s artillery helped drive off southern forces during the Battle of Nashville in December, 1864.  
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Fort Negley Visitors Center


The fort is reputed to be the largest inland stone fort built during the Civil War.  The pictures below show the remnants of the stone walls.  
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Fort Negley was not the end of our Civil War adventures on Friday.  Near it is the Old Nashville City Cemetery where some notable early Nashville residents and Confederate Civil War officers are buried, for instance, Brigadier General Felix Zollicoffer who was killed at the Battle of Mill Springs in Kentucky.  The Union soldiers sent his body to Louisville for embalming and it was then returned to Nashville for burial.
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Grave of General Zollicoffer
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Plaque by the General’s grave

Saturday saw a return to non-Civil War pursuits.  Our Kathy Popham was a Country singer in a former life.  She wanted to see Ryman Auditorium which is considered the “Mother Church of Country Music”, because it started life as the Union Gospel Tabernacle, built by a riverboat Captain named Thomas G. Ryman.  From 1943 to 1974 it served as the home of the “Grand Ole Opry” until the Opry was moved to a new location at Opryland.  
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Front façade of Ryman Auditorium
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Detail of Union Gospel stone

Kathy’s enthusiasm increased a hundred-fold when we discovered she could record a CD at the sound studio inside the Auditorium.  She chose to sing ”Crazy”, recorded by Patsy Cline, the number 2 country hit in 1962.  The song was written by Willie Nelson.  We later were treated to hearing Kathy’s recording and suffice to say, you would think you were listening to Patsy Cline.  It was that good.  And this was not karaoke.  It was pure Kathy.  Below is a picture of the studio where the CD was cut.
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Kathy’s recording studio at Ryman Auditorium


The following pictures are from the interior of Ryman Auditorium.
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Grand Ole Opry stage
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View from the balcony
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Minnie Pearl’s dress
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Loretta Lynn display
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Thomas G. Ryman plaza outside the Auditorium


After Ryman Auditorium, some of our group opted to return to the hotel for rest and relaxation.  Others forged on and toured Belle Meade Plantation (The Queen of Tennessee Plantations) and its 1853 Mansion.  Reports indicate that the group crashed a wedding party and sampled the products of a winery located on the grounds.  Of course, none of this can be verified as the participants are not talking.
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Karen Krebs and Sharon Grove taking time out to rest in the rockers at Belle Meade Plantation

Saturday night began with a group dinner at Applebee’s, followed by the Association’s business meeting which is reported separately by our Secretary, Kathy Popham.   The day ended past midnight.


Sunday was get away day.  It never seems to take as long to drive home as it does to drive to an event.  This reunion was no exception.  We will all look back on October 18 to 21, 2012 in Nashville as a time of camaraderie, site seeing, historical education, and an overall great time.  Laughter prevails at our reunions.  Please join us at the next one. 
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When Disaster Strikes!

Tips for Salvaging Wet Photographs

Sally J. Jacobs, Archivist

QUICK RESPONSE IS KEY

When it comes to salvaging photographs that have been damaged by water, sooner is always better. Mold and mildew will start to form on damp records within 48 hours. The best way to inhibit the growth of mold and mildew is to reduce humidity. Increase air flow with fans, open windows, use air conditioners and dehumidifiers. Moderate light exposure (such as open shades, or leaving the basement lights on) can also reduce mold and mildew.
PHOTOGRAPHS AND NEGATIVES

Do not attempt to pull apart photographs or negatives that have stuck together. Soak them in clean water until they separate on their own. Rinsing and drying can take quite a while. Newer photographs can be temporarily stored in a bucket of cold clean water until you have time to work with them. Keeping them wet prevents mildew growth because mildew can only grow on damp material, not wet. Freezing is another option for temporary storage, but should not be used with photographs that are over 50 years old. For older photographs, electronic restoration is your best option. 

Rinse them in more clean water as you go. Be careful not touch the image side of the print while it’s wet. There are two acceptable drying methods: spread out face up on a clean, dry, smooth surface or hanging on indoor lines with clothespins. The first method requires more space, but is gentler to your photos. 
COMPUTER DISKS AND TAPES

Disks should be rinsed in clear water, placed in a plastic bag and put in your refrigerator. The next step is to take it to a professional drying center and have the data transferred to a new disk or tape. You can call the Disaster Recovery Institute toll free at 888-374-7845. Companies that are members of the institute specialize in restoring computers and computer records after a disaster. 
MORE FREE INFORMATION AVAILABLE 

• The Northeast Document Conservation Center (NEDCC) has an entire section devoted to Disaster Assistance. http://www.nedcc.org/welcome/disaster.htm. You can also call their emergency phone line day or night, seven days a week. (978) 470-1010. This service is free. 

• Conservation Online (CoOL) http://palimpsest.stanford.edu/bytopic/disasters/ is packed with free information. The link above will take you directly to the section on disaster recovery. CoOL’s main site has articles on just about every aspect of conservation and preservation.

DIGITAL RESTORATION
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Many independent camera stores contract with experts to restore damaged photographs digitally. Rates vary based on the extent of damage and how much work is required. Call your local camera shop for more information.

And remember -- digital copies can serve as an excellent emergency backup. Just be sure to keep a set in a different location than your house. A safe deposit box or office works well. You can also send disks as gifts to family and friends around the country. That way, everybody wins!

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Sally Jacobs has a Master’s degree in Library & Information Science with a specialization in Archives Management. Her FREE monthly "Ask the Archivist" eZine is packed with tips to help you organize, preserve, and enjoy your family treasures. Signup is super easy online: http://www.jacobsarchival.com Don't let your history disappear! 

http://www.ezinearticles.biz/article/When-Disaster-Strikes!/699 
Union General William T. Sherman said this shortly before beginning his brutal March to the Sea: “War is cruelty. There is no use trying to reform it. The crueler it is, the sooner it will be over.”
Help us get the word out about the 4th OVCDA
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Getting Lost While Driving
By: Brenda Williams
	When you are driving, how often is it that you find yourself lost or in a place that you are unfamiliar with? Well, as it turns out, many of us get lost on a daily basis. Thankfully, however, we have all sorts of maps and tracking devices to help us find our way back to our homes or whatever our final destinations may be.
     My boyfriend has perhaps the worst sense of direction that I have ever come across. On the other hand, I can drive to some place once and remember exactly how to get there years later. It’s bizarre. That being said, last year, he purchased a GPS device to use in his car when he drives. GPS devices have become so popular nowadays that they are affordable to most anyone. In the past, they were really expensive and only a select few people actually owned them. However, when you go to buy a car, you will find that many dealerships and manufacturers actually offer vehicles that feature a GPS device already built into the vehicle so it is there whether or not you want it!
     Getting lost while driving can really send someone into panic mode quick. However, the very last thing that you want to do is panic because when you panic, you are unable to think as clearly; and when you are not thinking clearly, you tend to make bad decisions. That being said, take a few deep breaths, and if the area permits it, PULL OVER. There is nothing more irritating than trying to drive behind someone who has no idea where they are or where they’re going. If you pull your car over to the side of the road, you can look for a phone number to call of someone who can help guide you back to civilization, or you can use that opportunity to look at map, play with your GPS device or have a good cry.
There is no shame in getting lost, and it happens to most people at some point in our lives. The problems only start to surface when you are lost and you don t ask for directions because you “think you know where you are going”. The main reasons why people get lost are due to things such as receiving poor directions from a third party and not paying close enough attention. For example, just the other day, I was running errands but was actually so distracted while thinking about something else that I didn’t even remember where I was going. Thankfully, I had someone in the car with me who got my attention by simply asking me where I was taking them!
     When you first move to a new area, one of the first things you should do is go exploring. Familiarize yourself with your surroundings. Perhaps you should take a map with you and just drive around the general area to see what is just outside of where you live, this way if you ever get stuck in traffic, you ll know alternate ways to get back to where you live.
Author Resource:-http://www.nationaltransportllc.com/automobile-transportation.php Auto Transport Rates http://www.nationaltransportllc.com/automobile-transportation.php Car Delivery Service. Article Publisher TinyArticle - Free Articles | Article Directory 
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  Did You Know?

       Bob Venable


Did you know that Salathiel D. Millikin was one of two brothers to serve as privates in Co. F, 4th OVC during the Civil War?   Brother John H. served from October 3, 1861 to October 20, 1864.  Family lore states he was wounded by “buckshot” over the left eye, penetrating the skull, but that it was never removed.  Salathiel enlisted on November 25, 1863 at age 18 and served until the regiment was discharged July 15, 1865.  John and Salathiel were the sons of Robert B. and Dorcas Millikin.  The parents were both born about 1818 according to the 1850 US Census of Springfield, Richland County, Ohio.  Robert died on March 26, 1852.  Dorcas moved the family to Allen County, Ohio the following year and died on October 3, 1863 at age 46.  They had eight children: Thomas E., John H., Roxalina M., Salathiel D., Edwin R., Robert D., Alice A., and Albert.  


Ohio marriage records state that Salathiel married Nancy Jane Rightly on May 12, 1867 in Allen County.  Nancy’s parents were Joseph and Ruth (nee Jones) Rightly.  She was born on April 17, 1851 in Steubenville, Brooke County, Ohio.  Salathiel and Nancy had four children:  Joseph W., (1868-April 22, 1942) spouse Katherine; George L. (1870-December 27, 1931) spouse Lillian; Alton W. 1873-July 22, 1874; and, Mary (1877-November 2, 1939) spouse Frederick Vaughan.


Salathiel was a stoker in a gas works according to employment “Ohio Death records indicate he was a fireman at the time of his death”

records in Lima, Allen County, Ohio in 1875.  The 1880 Census reports that the family had moved to Gallipolis, Gallia County, Ohio where Salathiel was a carpenter.  He died on October 11, 1890 and is buried in Rockport Presbyterian-Methodist Cemetery, Rockport, Allen County, Ohio.  Ohio death records indicate he was a fireman at the time he died.  Nancy died on November 22, 1934 in Columbus, Franklin County, Ohio where she was living alone by 1930 after having lived for a while with her daughter Mary’s family in the 1920s.  Nancy is buried with Salathiel in the Rockport Cemetery as are their children Alton, George, and Salathiel’s mother Dorcas.
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Plaque at Rockport Cemetery


Nancy’s brother, John F. Rightly, also served in the Civil War with Co. E, 52nd Ohio Volunteer Infantry.  He survived the Battle of Perryville, Kentucky in October, 1862 but was wounded at the Battle of Bentonville, North Carolina on March 19, 1865 and died the next day in a Field Hospital according to the Roster Commission, Official Roster of the Soldiers of the State of Ohio in the War of the Rebellion (Werner Printing, Akron, OH 1891).  He is buried in Mound Hill Cemetery, Gallipolis, Ohio.  His grave is pictured here.
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Grave of John F. Rightly


I do not have a picture of Salathiel Millikin’s grave.  John H. Millikin is buried in Big Darby Cemetery, Plain City, Madison County, OH.  His grave picture is shown here along with a picture of the cemetery.
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Grave of John H. Millikin
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Big Darby Cemetery


During my research for this article I came across various spellings for names, such as Wrightly and Richtly instead of Rightly, Milligan instead of Millikin, and middle initial S instead of D for Salathiel.  The lesson here is to be aware of such errors.  Besides sources mentioned above, material for this article also was derived from Census, marriage and death records on http://www.familysearch.com ; http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~usbios/Ohio/bios/allen/millikinsd.txt ; http://www.findagrave.com  
Advertisement found in the Cincinnati Daily Press

Monday Evening, December 9, 1861:

One of the Beaufort negroes advertises his runaway master in the following clever travestie:

$500 REWARD.-- Rund away from me on de 7th of dis month, my massa Julan Rhett.  Massa Rhett am five feet 'leven inches high, big shoulders, brack har, curly shaggy whisjers, low forehead an' dark face.  He make big fuss when he go 'mong de gemmen, he talker big, and use de name ob de Lord all ob de time.  Calls heself "Suddern gemmen,' but i suppose wild try now to pass heself off as a brack man or mulatter.  Massa Rhett has a deep scar on his shoulder from a fight, serath 'cross de left eye, made by my Dinah when he tried to whip her.  He neber look peple in de face.  I mor den spec he will make treacj for bergen kounty, in de furrin land of Jarsey, whar I magin he hab a few friends.

I will gib four hundred dollars for him if alive, an' five hundred if any body show him dead.  If he cum back to his kind niggers without much trouble dis childe will receive him jubingly.        SAMBO RHETT

Beaufort, SC  Nov. 9, 1861

On the Confederates' march to Gettysburg, General Longstreet had issued orders that no one was to take personal stuff.  [image: image91.jpg]


One soldier was taken before the General for killing a 
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pig.  He asked why he had killed the pig, hadn't he understood the order?  The young soldier said he had understood and proceeded to tell the General that they had been moving along and crossed into the Yankee land when all of a sudden this pig started to oink and attacked some of the men and "since we were under attack, I had no choice but to bayonet the pig."  Longstreet inquired as to the whereabouts of the pig.  The soldier said it depended on how one looked at it, and needless, to say was asked to explain his answer.  The soldier said "Well, sir, the men were hungry, so we roasted him."  "You roasted him?" said Longstreet and the soldier replied "Yes sir, General Hill said it was the best pork he had eaten in a long time." to which the General replied "Dismissed private."

Wishing each of you Happy Holidays from the staff of 4th Ohio! First Call!
Bill Krebs    Bob Venable       Karen Krebs               Cindy Freed
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Tombstones 
–Bill Krebs 
What details did you notice about the tombstone?
You finally found that grave you’ve searched for what seems like generations. You took a good digital picture of the tombstone.  Now what?  Don’t you wish that tombstone could talk?  You wish it could fill in some of those gaps that are in your papers.


Well, maybe it can talk.  But you have to look past that inscription to be able to “read” the stone. But first we need to get straight on some definitions.  These words get constantly misused.  We mean one thing and say something when we mean something different.  Take for instance the terms headstone, tombstone, grave marker and gravestone.  In common speech they are used synonymously. In earlier days, they had different meanings.  So with that being said let’s get out that old, dusty dictionary.

· Tombstone and headstone were originally used to describe the stone lid of a coffin, while a gravestone was the marker that was placed on top of the gravesite.

· Some definitions are simple like headstone and footstone.  A headstone is placed at the head of the grave, or where the body’s head is, while a footstone, usually with just the initials of the person is placed at his or her feet.

· Obelisks are usually found on the graves of people with a high social status or family burial sites. Obelisks usually have a square base and a long middle piece called a shaft. They are shaped to look like a finger pointing to heaven or a ray from the sun.
· A column is similar to an obelisk, except it is more pillar like. It is divided into three parts, just like an obelisk. It has a base, a shaft, and a capital, or top. On top of the capital, there will usually be a ball or urn. Columns can also be found on family burial sites or the graves of those with high social statuses.
· A bi-columnar headstone, which is also called a Gateway headstone, is a headstone with 2 columns that connect to make an [image: image93.jpg]


arch. They can be anywhere from 2’ to 20’ tall. The columns and the arch are referred to as “The Portal to Eternity”. It is commonly used for husband and wife graves. It’s also used for Masonic graves. They usually are made of granite or marble. It is a lot like the quad-columnar headstone. The only main difference is that the quad-columnar has 4 columns instead of 2.
Inscriptions are pretty straightforward.  They will have names and dates.  Check nearby headstones for similar dates. Are there a number of them?  This could be a clue that there was an epidemic or a natural disaster struck.  Epitaphs sometimes give the cause of death, especially when due to unusual [image: image33.jpg]


circumstances as in this Tombstone, AZ Headstone.

With these definitions in mind let’s continue on with our “reading” that

headstone. 


Does it have a carving on it?  It may seem gruesome to us to see a skull carved on the stone but in Colonial days, it was a common practice.  
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The most common was the Puritan “Death Head.”  The skull indicates our mortality while the wings possibly depict resurrection.  A list of the more common symbols can be found at the end of this article.


We’ve talked about all the various things that might be on the stone, but what about the stone itself?  That can be a clue to us also, especially if there are no dates on it. In Your Guide to Cemetery Research (Betterway Books), author Sharon DeBartolo Carmack lists different kinds of stones used for grave markers during different time frames.  Here’s a chart that may help you.
	Year
	Common Gravestone Materials

	1650s and earlier
	fieldstones, boulders and wood

	1660s to 1850s 
	sandstone, limestone and slate

	1830s to 1880s
	marble

	1880s to 1910s 
	soft, gray granite and cast metal

	1920s to present
	granite


And now one more thing to check before you leave that grave.  Did you check the back of the stone?  It’s common practice to place a big marker in the middle of a family plot with names on both sides.  Check this even with a single stone.  I had found a great uncle in an old German cemetery and when I looked on the back, what to my wonder, was an inscription dedicated to my g-g-g-grandmother.  This was a truly fascinating find.  We had no idea of where she was buried.  The plot thickens when I noticed that unless she was a German leprechaun the other stones are placed as to be over her grave.  Is she buried there or is this just something the family did in remembrance?  Was her body destroyed in a natural catastrophe such as a fire, or did she drown in the river and her body not recovered?  Ah!  So many questions and so little answers.


The following list is merely a sampling of the carvings on stones. The list to cover them all would be way too long to include here.  

· Anchor -- Hope 
· Angel, Trumpeting- Resurrection. 
· Angel, Weeping- Grief and Mourning. 
· Arch - Victory in death. 
· Book- The Bible. 
· Bouquets/Flowers -- Condolences, grief, sorrow 
· Broken Column -- Loss of Head of Family 
· Buds/Rosebud -- Renewal of Life 
· Cherub – Angelic. Usually on child’s grave
· Corn -- Ripe Old Age 
· Cross -- Emblem of Faith 
· Crown- Glory of life after death. 
· Cup or Chalice- The Sacraments. 
· Dove, Flying- Resurrection. 
· Drapes- Mourning; Mortality. 
· Flame or Light- Life; Resurrection. 
· Flower- Fragility of life. 
· Full-Blown Rose -- Prime of Life 
· Garland or Wreath- Victory in death. 
· Hand, Pointing Up- Pathway to heaven
· Handshakes -- Farewell 
· Harp -- Praise to the Maker 
· Heart- Love 
· Ivy -- Friendship and Immortality 
· Lamb- Innocence.  Usually on child’s grave
· Oak Leaves and Acorn -- Maturity
· Palm Branch -- Victory and Rejoicing 
· Roses -- Brevity of earthly existence 
· Sheaf of Wheat -- Divine Harvest 
· Skull- Mortality. 
· Skull/ Crossed Bones- Death. 
· Sun Rising- Renewed life. 
· Sun Shining-Life everlasting. 
· Tree- Life. 
· Tree Stump- Life interrupted. 
· Tree Stump w/Ivy -- Head of Family - Immortality 
· Wreath- Victory. 
For further help, I suggest starting here: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~txgenweb/txgenweb9/Emblems/index.htm 
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Remember to send in your dues.  $10 Individual and $15 Family to: 
4th OVCDA

209 Helton St

Kodak, TN 

37764-2159
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Cooking Period… 

Karen Krebs

Hardtack

 This may look familiar.  It’s a saltine cracker on steroids.  
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2c unbleached flour
     ½-3/4c water

1 tbl shortening          6 pinches salt

Mix the ingredients together into a stiff batter, knead several times, and spread the dough out flat to a thickness of 1/2 inch on a non-greased cookie sheet. Bake for one-half an hour at 400 degrees. Remove from oven, cut dough into 2 x 3-inch rectangles, and punch alternate rows of holes of 2 and 3 holes per row into the dough.  Turn dough over, return to the oven and bake another one-half hour. Turn oven off and leave the door closed. Leave the hardtack in the oven until cool. Remove and enjoy! 
From the Cincinnati Daily Press Dec 1, 1861:

John C Breckinridge is following up his treason by leading a force to seize the locks and dams.  He will undoubtedly get the latter, with a variation in the spelling.

Civil War Fact:
Fully armed, a soldier carried about seven pounds of ammunition. His cartridge box contained 40 rounds, and an additional 60 rounds might be conveyed in the pocket if an extensive battle was anticipated.
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“I just became friends with Abe Lincoln, Beethoven,
Buster Keaton, and Jayne Mansfield on Cloudbook!”




Civil War Quote:
Confederate Brigadier General Albert Perrin made this oath on the eve of the Battle of Spotsylvania, where he was killed in action.

I shall come out of this fight a live major general or a dead brigadier.
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Civil War Poetry
O ancestor of mine
· Bill Krebs

O ancestor of mine,

Where did you come from?

What is your story?

I’ve searched for your past time after
   time.

All you left me was a crumb,

To tell of your days of glory.

A stumbling block you’ve placed in my
   path.

I’ve tried jumping over it but only to
  fall flat on my face

As wrong conclusions stood between
   me and you.

And as my brain turns to clay

   I’ll search in another place

And thought just maybe I’ll find a
    clue.

Not a diary did you leave.

And the few possessions that you
   claimed

Have all either been sold or given 
  away.

There’s nothing that causes me to
  believe

That you left the old country in 
  shame.

So what urged you from your from 

  from your homeland to stray?
Was it from constant wars you wanted 
  to escape?
Only to enlist in one in your adopted 
  land?

And what of the family that you left
  behind

So your own fate you could forge and
  shape?

Here you would come and here you
  would take a stand

Roaring like some ferocious feline.

Take a stand you did.

You fought for the Union to preserve.

And in the end, you gave your all.

So why is your life lying hid?

Or is the story just around that curve?

But lately, on the way, I seem to
  stumble and fall.

But press on I shall do.

Pouring over each and every clue with
  hope

That just one will tip the scale

And I finally come face to face with
  you.

So I’ll hang onto that ever so thin rope

And keep searching for that Holy Grail.

But this one thing I ask of you,

How about a little help down here?

Throw me a bone now and then.

Come on. Give me a clue

O ancestor so dear,

So this search of mine will finally be at
  an end. 
Jan – Mar 1863 Promotions and a Rout 
· Lucien Wulsin


During January some changes took place in the regimental organization: Pugh received commission 
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Lt. Col John L Pugh               Col. John Kennett

as Lieutenant-Colonel and Robie as Major on the 10th.  Colonel Kennett, having tendered his resignation owing to ill-health, left the regiment on January 25 and started for Ohio.  On February 12 Captain Matthews received his commission as Major. Lieutenant-Colonel Pugh resigned on the 24th of February and Captain Eli Long, of the Fourth Regular Cavalry, assumed command of the regiment on the 26th of February.


Prior to these changes Company D, in the latter part of November, 1862, was assigned to detached duty to act as escort for General D. S. Stanley and so [image: image39.png]
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     Maj Peter Matthews          Col. Eli Long        served to the expiration of their term of service, November 25, 1864.


On the 3d of February, the Third and Fourth OVC started on an expedition and passed through Murfreesboro out on the Liberty Pike, and in connection with five regiments of infantry and ten pieces of artillery, spent five days reconnoitering about Lebanon, Alexandria and Liberty, at which place they had a brush with the rebels on February 4.  On the 2d of March the Fourth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, together with the Third Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, Fourth Regular, Fourth Michigan, Fourth Indiana and a division of infantry under General Sheridan, took Salem Pike, and going to McMinnville, routed the Fourth Alabama regiment out of their camp, took fifty-three prisoners and all their wagons and camp equipage; then marched back to Eagleville.  In the fight at Bradyville Captain Rifenberick was wounded in the hip, the regiment losing one killed (Pvt George N Saum, Co F, see Timeline – ed.) and two wounded.
 This article was taken from The Story of the Fourth Regiment Ohio Veteran Volunteer Cavalry by Lucien Wulsin, published in 1890 
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Metal Detecting For Beginners: Helpful Tips to Get You Started
by: Mike Powers 


	



Hobbies are something that almost everyone has. Most of the time, these hobbies do not produce any income, they are just something meant to pass the time and break the boring void that might exist if such habits did not. However, there are some habits that allow you to do both: break the monotony of life and potentially make some money while you are at it. Metal detecting is like this, and metal detecting for beginners is not as complicated as you might think. 

There are a few things that anyone needs to know when they are just starting out. However, through the upcoming paragraphs, you are going to get a look at a few of the things that everyone needs to know if they are going to be successful with this hobby. The more you know about the process, the more likely it will be that you will find true treasures that have been lost. 

The first thing that you are going to have to consider would be the fact that there are plenty of these products around. Perhaps knowing what they are would be a good place to begin. Basically speaking, these are indicators of metal objects that have been buried for one reason or another under some level of sediment or earth. 

But the trouble is, many people do not realize just how involved this process could be if you really wanted to be successful with it. Perhaps the best thing would be to start small and just learn the ropes of the hobby itself, so that you can become much more successful down the line. This means purchasing a mid-level detector and picking a few less populated areas to get going. 

You should start by digging for anything and everything that is tripped up by the detector. This is going to give you clear ideas as to what specific noises often mean when they are made by the device. The idea is that the more familiar you become with these ideas the more discerning you are going to be able to be. 

You should be aware going in that you are going to be uncovering much more garbage than you are lost treasures of years gone by. You should be prepared for this by carrying around a handy receptacle, or finding some means of properly storing the garbage. Many have found it is good to bag up these pieces and rummage through them one more time later on. This will give you an opportunity to ensure that what you thought was garbage actually is. 

It can be tedious at first, but you should really take the time to learn the hobby for all that it is worth. If you are coming up dry on runs, you should go to hotspots for metal detecting like beaches. The ground is in a constant flux around bodies of water, and so metal and goodies are getting stirred up all the time. 

Metal detecting for beginners was the object lesson of this article, and hopefully some of these tips and pointers will come in handy as you set out. This hobby takes patience, but it can prove to be emotionally and monetarily rewarding if you are dedicated to it.

	Want to learn more about http://www.metaldetectingpointers.com/metal-detecting-tips/ Visit my website for helpful tips and information on becoming a successful at metal detecting.

The author invites you to visit:
http://www.metaldetectingpointers 
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We are all omnibuses in which our ancestors ride, and every now and then one of them sticks his head out and embarrasses us.  – Oliver Wendell Holmes
 Timeline 4th OVC
January – March 1863

January 2: 

C.S. General Breckinridge attacks the Union position at Stones River in Murfreesboro, TN late in the day.  Although initially successful, he is eventually repulsed & withdraws.  With 23,000 casualties, Stones River is the second bloodiest battle fought west of the Appalachians during the Civil War.  Rosecrans’ victory goes a long way toward restoring Union morale: Lincoln later writes: "I can never forget ... you gave us a hard-earned victory, which had there been a defeat instead, the nation could scarcely have lived over."   

January 3: 

Skirmish at Cox’s Hill, TN otherwise known as the Fight at the Insane Asylum.

January 5: 

Skirmish on Shelbyville Pike outside of Murfreesboro, TN. 

“Correspondents from Murfreesboro report that all blacks found in service to the Union Army are immediately shot by Confederate troops.  One writer mentions seeing 20 bodies of murdered African Americans lying along Murfreesboro Pike.” [New York Times.]  

 January 7: 

Skirmish at Gallatin, TN.  Pvt Peter Dreher, Co K, is killed
February 3-5:
Expedition to Auburn, Liberty, and Alexandria, TN

March 1:
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Skirmish at Bradyville Pvt George N Saum, Co F, is killed by an ax welded by Pvt Tom Boss of the 2nd KY Cavalry (CS) under the command of John Hunt Morgan. 
Pvt George N Saum’s grave
March 4-14:
Expedition to Columbia, TN

March 10-11:
While enroute to Columbia, the 4th makes an expedition to Rutherford Creek.

The 4th Skirmished all the way with the 4th MS Cavalry.
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· The Fourth Mississippi Cavalry was organized in late 1862 by the consolidation of two previously formed Mississippi Cavalry Battalions. These units were Hughes' Mississippi Cavalry Battalion and Stockdale's Mississippi Cavalry Battalion. Both of these units would reappear individually later in the War, but in both cases they were second organizations formed by the same commanding officers and given their previous designations. 

· As with almost all other Civil War units, the Fourth Mississippi Cavalry was often known and written about using alternate designations derived from the name of its commanding officer. Names of this type used by or to describe the Fourth Mississippi Cavalry are listed below: Thomas R. Stockdale's Cavalry 
C. C. Wilbourn's Cavalry 
Cornelius McLaurin's Cavalry
James M. Norman's Cavalry 
James Gordon's Cavalry 
J. L. Harris' Cavalry 
James Ruffin's Cavalry 
J. F. White's Cavalry 
R. C. Love's Cavalry 
Charles Hoover's Cavalry
H. L. P. McGee's Cavalry
Timeline info: http://civilwartn.wordpress.com/timeline/  
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Brass Buttons

 Cindy Freed
Jacob Seib - A true hero in every sense of the word

Jacob Seib was a private with Co. F, 4th Ohio Volunteer Cavalry (OVC). Born in Germany in 1829 he migrated to the United States and settled in Ohio. As war became a certainty in 1861 Jacob joined the Union cause to defend and honor his new homeland. 


Seib lived in Auglaize County, Ohio and enlisted October 15, 1861 for a three year term. As part of Company F, Jacob drilled with many other young soldiers from the west-central part of the state.


Jacob’s duty was personally uneventful until February 1862. Seib along with most of the 4th rode a hard 40 miles in a pouring rain from Bowling Green, Kentucky to Edgefield, Tennessee just north of Nashville. The regiment secured Edgefield and while only two days in town, the mayor of Nashville surrendered his city to the 4th OVC.  Mayor Cheatham wanted to prevent Union forces from shelling the city, so by surrendering he hoped to protect Nashville.


At this same time John Hunt Morgan and his men were in the area. Many skirmishes between the 4th and Morgan’s men occurred over several days. In fact on March 8th, Morgan captured a wagon train loaded with supplies for the 4th OVC as it returned from Nashville. Also captured were the teamsters or wagon drivers and horses. It was reported the wagons full of supplies were set on fire.


Jacob Seib was among the men captured by Morgan and his infamous raiders. Who knows what thoughts crossed the young man’s mind? Would he live to see the flat, flowing farm land he now called home? Would he be sent to a prison or would his young life end here, as a defender of his new homeland?


Four companies were ordered to pursue Morgan. They rode long and hard through woods and underbrush. They had to contend with weaving, rocky paths, mud and fording streams. Even though the trail was arduous the 4th pursued Morgan, eventually overtaking him. Fighting took place between the 4th and the Rebs, even hand to hand combat. During the fight Morgan released most of his prisoners. The stolen horses were also recovered by the 4th. Jacob Seib was among those POWs released and he returned to his company with quite a story to tell. Yet Morgan escaped across Stones River, leaving a few of his men dead and a couple captured.


Jacob certainly saw a lot more action during his military service. He finished his three years and mustered out October 20, 1864.


Returning home to Auglaize County, Ohio and his sweetheart, Jacob married Caroline Walpeter on December 14, 1864. They were the parents of eight children. In 1870 Jacob was working hard as a farmer but by 1880 he had left farming and was working as a laborer.


The injuries of war caught up with Seib. Jacob received a monthly pension for his war time service, citing disease of respiratory organs, injury to right shoulder, rheumatism and results of scurvy on his application for his Civil War pension.


Time and sickness claimed Jacob’s life. He died May 6, 1888 at the age of 59. Buried at Greenlawn Cemetery in Wapakoneta Ohio, we remember Jacob Seib, a true hero in every sense of the word. 
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Jacob Seib’s military stone showing his service in the 4th OVC.  Photo courtesy of Cindy Freed
[image: image45.jpg]



Jacob Seib’s monument stone. Photo courtesy of Cindy Freed
[image: image46.jpg]



Close up of Jacob Seib’s monument.  Photo courtesy of Cindy Freed
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Research Tip

      Bob Venable


The TOP TEN list of my favorite 4th OVC research sources continues, and concludes, in this issue with Nos. 5 to 1. 


5.  Spring Grove Cemetery Genealogy Database.  The 4th OVC was organized and recruited heavily in Greater Cincinnati.  Spring Grove Cemetery seems to have been a favorite final resting place of the Regiment’s veterans.  Approximately 117, 4th OVC graves have been located at Spring Grove, by far the most of any cemetery we have found.  You just search on a name, click on the ID number, and a scan of the cemetery’s actual burial card will appear, complete with name, residence, dates of birth, death and burial, plot number, parents names if known, undertaker name, place of death, cause of death, lot owner, and other information.  Some cards even mention military service.  We find a number of additional 4th OVC graves at Spring Grove every year.  http://www.springgrove.org/sg/genealogy/sg_genealogy_home.shtm  A sample card is pictured here
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4.  Interment.net.  This web page covers the country.  You can search by country, state, county or cemetery.  However, only those burials for which some volunteer has submitted the information are listed.  But the best feature is that there is a list of National Cemeteries, by state, also with searchable databases.  Those listings of burials are pretty much complete.  Most listings show name, rank, burial date, residence, and military unit.  For Civil War veterans, that includes company and regiment, although once in a while it will just list Cavalry, or 4th Ohio, so if you want to be sure it is our soldier you have to view the gravestone to verify the unit.  Of course, you might be able to verify it on some other web page.  http://www.interment.net/us/index.htm 

3 and 2.  A TIE.  I use the following two sources more than most, and I use them in conjunction with one-another to verify facts, research, and learn, almost on a daily basis.  And both are almost #1.


Official Roster of the 4th OVC.  This 12 volume work was published in 1891 and is considered the Bible for an official government listing of the members of all Ohio regiments and other units in the Civil War.  It gives the essential information of each soldier’s enlistment.  Being “official”, it has particular importance for any research project.  Volume 11 is the book containing the 4th OVC roster, starting at page 177.
  Roster Commission, Official Roster of the Soldiers of the State of Ohio in the War of the Rebellion Vol. 11, p. 177 (Werner Printing, Akron, OH 1891).  Being a 12 volume set, this work is expensive, and sellers are reluctant to sell just volume 11, which you can rarely find anyway.  Once again, technology runs to the rescue.  You can find it on-line at http://www.archive.org/details/officialrosterof11ohio .  I believe other volumes are also on-line at this web page, but perhaps not all of them.

Nancy Findley’s History of the 4th OVC.  Nancy Findley, the founder of our 4th OVCDA, wrote the definitive history of the regiment.  What can I say that I have not already said in my Newsletter articles through the years.  Besides the actual history, with numerous pictures, Nancy lists a roster of the regiment, with notes.  I consider it the best secondary source available, so much so that it is virtually a primary source in disguise.   Nancy Pape-Findley, The Invincibles: The Story of the Fourth Ohio Veteran Volunteer Cavalry, 1861-1865 (Blood Road Publishing, 2002).
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1.  findagrave.com.  This is the web page that I consult the most.  It has over 75 million grave records, including those of many of our 4th OVC soldiers.  Many times, pictures of the graves are included, as well as birth and death dates, biographical information, family members, facts of the burial, plot number, and other information.    You can even leave a comment on the site.  It is really the culmination point of my research.  All the other sources lead to looking on this web page to see if our soldier is entered there by some volunteer, especially if a picture is included.  

http://www.findagrave.com 

Well, there it is – my TOP TEN.  When I look at it, I find it is actually a list of the ten research tools I use the most.  I am sure you have other favorites.  I know Bill Krebs has the Ohio Genealogical Society on his list.  This is their free database of the Civil War.  http://www.ogs.org/cwc/search_allfreecwc.php   Other sources not to be overlooked are Karin Corbeil’s web page which was the first one to launch our 4th OVCDA into the electronic age.  http://freepages.family.rootsweb.com/~corbeil/4thovc.htm.  And what about Warren County, Ohio’s excellent Civil War pages with information about soldiers from that county who served in the 4th OVC and other Ohio regiments.  The 4th had a lot of soldiers from Warren County. http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohwarren/military/cw.htm is their general Civil War page and this is the 4th’s http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohwarren/military/4ovc.htm.  Finally, the New York Times newspaper would probably like me to include mention of their archives which has many contemporaneous articles published during the Civil War, including more than a few concerning the 4th OVC.  http://www.nytimes.com .  The list could go on and on.  
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The Capitol Building - 1863
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POW Camps


Bill Krebs

Recently, Vice President Rick Grove and I had our yearly discussion on Civil War POW camps.  I got to thinking that outside of Andersonville - actually named Camp Sumter - I really didn’t know much about the other camps.  So I started doing some research on the subject. It wasn’t long before I became deluged with information.  In fact too much information led to my brain going into overload.  So as any good researcher would do, I categorized my findings

I found that more than 150 prisoner of war camps sprang up in this country during the Civil war.  They ranged everywhere from Maine to Florida 
Every state had its POW camps.  The map below shows the location of the major camps 
Cries of Abuse

Life in these camps was harsh at best and inhumane at times. The general public had no idea of the conditions of these POW camps until pictures of the prisoners of Andersonville reached the Northern cities. Then cries of abuse and deliberate mistreatment and cruelty were shouted.  It was even claimed, after viewing the pictures of men who were little more than skeletons, that this was a deliberate conspiracy against Union troops perpetuated by Jefferson Davis, Robert E Lee and other high ranking men in the Confederacy.
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   Jefferson Davis and Robert E Lee.
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To be sure, there were indeed accounts of barbarisms on both sides.  The commandant of Elmira starved the men under his care in retaliation to reports from Andersonville.  But these were rare cases.  The truth was that both sides, North and South, were ill prepared for the huge numbers that would come through the gates.  The commanders of these prisons were either taken from the dregs of the army officers who wouldn’t be missed from the front lines, or else they were politically appointed for favors received or to be received, resulting in the camps being poorly managed.   Add to this overcrowding due to the massive numbers, the disease that would run rampant through the camps and you have the makings of a disaster waiting to happen.


Conditions did vary from camp to camp with the ability of the commanders.  Some did try to do their job conscientiously, showing compassion towards their prisoners, as was the case of Johnson Island in Sandusky, OH where more than 12,000 prisoners entered through the gates but only 221 deaths are recorded for an amazing 1.8% death rate.  That was well below what they could expect being on the firing line where the mortality rate was 10%.  Now compare that figure to Andersonville where 49,485 Union troops entered the gates and 13,737 men died.  Thus we now have an incredible death rate of 27.9%!  Almost 1 out of every 3 men who were sent to Andersonville remained there for all eternity.
	Union:
	 

	Alton__________________
	Alton, IL  

	Camp Butler____________
	 

	Camp Chase____________
	Columbus, OH

	Camp Douglas__________
	Chicago, IL

	Camp Morton___________  
	Indianapolis, IN

	Camp Randall___________
	Madison, WI

	Elmira_________________
	Elmira, NY

	Ft Jefferson____________
	Dry Tortugas, FL

	Ft Lafayette____________
	NY

	Ft McHenry_____________
	Baltimore

	Ft Warren______________
	Boston, MA

	Hart Island_____________
	NY

	Johnson Island__________
	Sandusky, OH

	Knoxville_______________
	Knoxville, TN

	Louisville_______________
	Louisville, KY

	McLean Barracks________
	Cincinnati, OH

	Memphis_______________
	Memphis, TN

	Newport News__________
	Newport News VA

	Ohio State Penitentiary___
	Columbus, OH

	Old Capitol Prison________
	DC

	Point Lookout___________ 
	MD

	Rock Island Barracks______
	Rock Island, IL


Others graves would be collected from all the surrounding regions in the South after the war and added to these. Thus these graves of the prisoners of war became the nuclei for the National Cemeteries.  And to these would be added other veterans, who had served in any capacity in our armed forces from that time on, regardless of their political persuasion or the color of their skin.


But that came later, after the war had ended.  What caused the horrific death rate within these camps?  Why did some many die in a land of plenty?

	Confederate:
	 

	Belle Island_____________ ___
	Richmond, VA

	Cahaba Prison_____________ _
	Cahaba, AL   

	Camp Davidson____________ _
	Savannah, GA

	Camp Ford________________ _
	Tyler, TX

	Camp Groce_______________ _
	Hempstead, TX

	Camp Lawton_______________
	Miller GA

	Camp Oglethorpe____________
	Macon GA

	Camp Sumter      (Andersonville)     
	Americus, GA

	Castle Picknay_____________ _
	Charleston, SC

	Castle Thunder # 1___________
	Petersburg, VA

	Castle Thunder #2__________ _
	Richmond, VA

	Charleston Stockade_______ __
	Charleston, SC

	Columbia, SC Stockade______ _
	Columbia, SC

	Danville Prison______________
	Danville, VA

	Florence, SC Stockade______ __
	Florence SC

	Hilton Head______________ __
	Hilton Head SC

	Libby Prison_____________   __
	Richmond, VA

	Little Rock__________________
	Little Rock, AK

	Salisbury Prison_________ ____
	Salisbury, NC


How This Came About

Early in the war, a cartel was established by both sides to oversee prisoner exchanges.  By this agreement, paroled prisoners were allowed to go home and not fight until properly exchanged. Due to the numbers being captured this arrangement made this a very practical and humane way of dealing with prisoners.  A man being captured could expect to being paroled that very day or at best the next day. [image: image51.jpg]kO, ool B ‘
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Parole papers of Pvt Charles Leach, Co I, captured at Nashville, TN Nov. 13, 1862

But conditions broke down with the recruiting of blacks in the Union Army.  The Confederates would not agree to treat these men as POWs but as captured slaves and would execute them at times or sell them into slavery.  Their white commanders would share the fate of the executioner. President Lincoln declared that he would execute a Confederate soldier for every Union soldier executed.  This did stop the executions but not the selling into slavery.  Thus, black soldiers were not being exchanged. When Lt Gen Grant assumed command of all the armies, he put a halt to all prisoner exchanges until the South agreed to a one for one exchange regardless of race. 


This put a tremendous strain on an already over burdened system regardless if it was Union or Confederate.  The POW camps became hopelessly overcrowded.  When they had prisoner exchanges, there was a steady flow of outgoing soldiers.  Now there was only the incoming.  Andersonville became the worst place.  Henry Wirz, its commander was the only man from the Civil War to be tried for crimes against humanity.  But it has been argued that there is no evidence of any vindictiveness or malicious motive.  It has also been argued that he simply did not have the means to relieve any of the problems.  His trial has been declared a travesty of justice in both the North and South, and one wonders if he had been given a fair trial, would he have been exonerated?

We often condemn the camps for not keeping better records on our ancestors.  One hundred fifty years ago, there weren’t any Geneva Convention rules that nations and armies agreed to abide by.  They didn’t have to keep stringent records on deaths.  So both sides were lenient on keeping names.  The soldier was laid outside the stockade until the burial party came that day. Then the burial party would get the bodies and lay them out for burial.  
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Grave diggers burying prisoners of war

Mortality in the Camps


There were over 300,000 Prisoners of War with over 36,000 recorded deaths.  That was a 12% death rate.  One in every 8 men captured and sent to a POW camp could expect to die.  Where you were sent made a big difference.  You stood a better chance of survival at Johnson Island which recorded 221 deaths out of the 12,000 prisoners who passed through there.  You considered yourself fortunate if you didn’t end up at Camp Sumter, better known as Andersonville, which had 13,737 deaths out of 49,485 prisoners giving it a 27.85% mortality rate.  The rate here actually rose much higher during some months as the mortality rate climbed to over one-third of the prison population. 

Henry Milton Roach, Co. G, 78th Ohio Infantry, captured at Atlanta on 9/4/1864, sent to Andersonville until his exchange at Jacksonville, FL on 4/28/1865, wrote, "One of the most pitiful scenes that came before any observation was that of a man of middle age, who through patriotism, had sacrificed the dearest ties to man, that of leaving wife and children, all that his country and flag might live. This man became insane and believed he was at home with his family, describing all of the circumstances of his home life. This poor victim whom I have described was finally released by death, but the last lingering word from his lips was "Mary." 
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“…the last lingering word from his lips was “Mary”.”
Next Issue: A Look inside the camps 


Can you guess what this Civil War article is?  Answer on page 39. 
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The History of the U S Cavalry - Bill Krebs
After Congress authorized the creation of the cavalry branch of the US Army, they were first called Dragoons.  The dragoon was initially an infantryman who was trained in horsemanship.  He carried the same equipment that the infantryman carried.  He used his horse to merely get from place to place and fought dismounted.  Rarely did he fight on the back of his horse.


As time progressed it was found that the carbine was better adapted to the horse due to its shorter length[image: image55.jpg]


 
Burnside carbine

(it could be loaded while on horseback where the 5’ musket could not) and lighter weight making it easier on the horse.


Light cavalry had a completely different function.  Its primary duties were to scout and screen the army.  They were expected to fight on horseback.  The weapon of choice here was the sabre and the pistol.  Carbines fired one shot only and took too long to load.  A pistol on the other hand, even though until the 1850s still fired only one shot, six or eight could be carried, meaning that you could kill that many more of the enemy.


In the 1840s, the first cavalry formed were dragoons.  It wasn’t until the 1850s that the US Light Cavalry was created. In 1856, the 2nd US Light Cavalry was formed.  Among its early officers was Edwin V. Sumner as colonel of the regiment while R. E. Lee was Lt Colonel.  There was also a young lieutenant, who had been born in Kentucky but had moved to Texas, named John Bell Hood.


During the Civil War, both sides were employing extensive use of the cavalry. It was during this time that the basic function of the cavalry was determined. Their function was seen as:

· Reconnaissance
· Security

- screening the army
          
- guard/escort

- rear area protection
· Raid
· Feint/Deception
· Attack

- turning movement

- envelopment
· Exploitation
· Pursuit
· Delay
· Defend
· Messenger


Reconnaissance or scouting is a job best suited to the cavalry.  They can range far wider and can return quicker than infantry.  An excellent example of this was JEB Stuart’s ride around McClellan where he found that McClellan’s flank was “in the air”. The extreme ends of the army (called the flanks) were normally aligned so that the end was bent back, not unlike the bracket “[“ unless the end was right against a river or other natural barrier. McClellan’s flank was not bent back nor was it against any natural barrier, thus making it possible to defeat his army by attacking it in a “T” fashion.

On the opposite side of reconnaissance is screening the army.  It is an important job to keep the enemy from knowing the army’s strength, where it’s headed, or the layout of the army.  The cavalry, including the 4th OVC, did such an excellent job when Maj. Gen. D. C. Buell made his move on driving Lt Gen. Braxton Bragg and his Confederate army out of Kentucky.  The main army of the Cumberland went directly south through Bardstown and Danville, KY.  A smaller force screened by the 4th headed east to Lexington and the state capitol at Frankfort.   The cavalry from both of these advances kept the enemy so off guard that the Rebels on both fronts were screaming that they were facing the main army, leaving Bragg confused as to where the main army actually was.  This resulted in the Battle of Perryville where Bragg thought he faced only a small part rather than the main thrust. 

Acting as guard for generals became a job of the cavalry.  Usually an entire company was assigned to guard the commanding general.  When Lt Gen. Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson went to scout the territory for the next day’s battle at Chancellorsville, he was [image: image56.jpg]


 Grant’s escort at City Point 

accompanied by a company of cavalry.  The Rebel troops, having just fought a big battle heard and saw him in the darkness and mistaking them for Union cavalry heading towards them, opened fire striking Jackson and killing several men. 

The cavalry was the first and last unit in a moving army.  The first scouted and screened the army and tried to bring the enemy to bear while those in the rear acted to protect the army from a rear attack.  The 4th, who was in advance of the army, fought with Brig. Gen. Joseph Wheeler’s men as the latter was evacuating Bowling Green, KY.
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The raid was a specialty of the cavalry. They would venture deep into enemy territory, usually with a specific point in mind:  supply depots, bridges, or railroad yards.  One of the most famous of these was Grierson’s raid to Newton’s Crossing.  It became the basis for the movie The Horse Soldiers starring John Wayne.  The 4th participated in numerous raids, especially around Atlanta. 


When expecting to go into a battle, the cavalry was normally placed on the flanks of the army to protect it and also try to turn the flanks so that the rest of the army could sweep upon the enemy.  This is what happened at both Stones River and Chickamauga.  At both battles we squared off with Joseph Wheeler’s cavalry.  The cavalry battles would cover a vast area as the [image: image57.jpg]


opposing forces would clash and mingle then they would split to regroup with the losing side falling back.  Then the other side would charge again.  It’s much like a football game with its downs.  At Stones River the cavalry battle covered 3 fields as we were pushed back.


To envelop means to surround.  That’s what Lee tried to do with Stuart’s attacked on the third day at Gettysburg.  Lee had sent JEB Stuart around the Union lines where he was to attack the lines from the rear.  Fortunately he ran right smack into Brig. Gen. George Armstrong Custer who defeated him. [image: image58.jpg]


 Had Stuart succeeded in attacking the rear of the Army of the Potomac, the outcome of Gettysburg might well have been different.


Another function is that of messenger.  They acted as the singing telegrams of their day.  If a Commanding general needed to get a message to any part of the field, If he did not have signal flags set up, he would use the cavalry.  It is believed that the two men from the 4th OVC captured at Perryville during the battle were messengers sent to Buell to inform him of the route of Mag. Gen. Kirby Smith (CSA).
References;

· http://www.louisdimarco.com/CavalryHist.htm
· WIKIPEDIA

· http://www.uscavalryschool.com/history/index.shtml
· History-magazine.com

· http://ehistory.osu.edu/uscw/features/regimental/cavalry.cfm

· http://www.civilwarhome.com/cavalry.htlm Light Cavalry vs. Dragoons by
Buford 
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 Lores and Legends
Cindy Freed

There's Another Side of the 4th OVC – One of Secrets, Intrigue and Gold
     The 4th Ohio Cavalry is known for extraordinary heroism and stalwart fighting. The Battles of Stones River and Chickamauga are examples of that. In the preface of The Story of the Fourth Regiment Ohio Veteran Volunteer Cavalry by Lucien Wulsin, editor Eleanor N. Adams states, “It was the enthusiasm and endurance of the American boy from seventeen to twenty-two years of age which really sustained the Union.” It's with honor and reverence we remember the men of the 4th, yet there's still another side of this regiment: one of secrets, intrigue and gold. Have you ever heard the story of the gold coins buried on Keel Mountain?
     Let's set the stage. As you know early in 1862 this young regiment was attached to General O. M. Mitchell's, Third Division, Army of the Cumberland. It didn't take long for the 4th to be launched into the heat of battle at Bowling Green, KY. From there the 4th led the division on to Nashville where they accepted the surrender of the city by Nashville's mayor.
     The 4th battled John Morgan and his rebel cavalry. They recaptured the 4th’s supply wagon train stolen by Morgan outside Nashville and pursued the renegade and his men. The strong and loyal patriots of the 4th captured Shelbyville, Fayetteville, and Murfreesboro. They marched onto Huntsville capturing 17 locomotives and taking 800 rebel soldiers prisoner.
     Once the 4th occupied Huntsville our intriguing story begins. As expected, most of the city's occupants were outraged at being invaded by the North. Union soldiers, it is said, looted some of the city's stores creating more anger among the residents. Huntsville was a powder-keg ready to explode and Mitchell knew he needed to make peace with Huntsville's citizens. His men needed to purchase their necessities from the locals. Yet, shop keepers would not accept U.S. currency, deeming that action a form of treason even though their confederate paper money was worthless. So Mitchell supposedly formulated a plan to ease the growing tension in the city.
     Mitchell, it is said, contacted Union headquarters requesting $50,000 in gold coins. Gold was one thing he knew the merchants in Huntsville would certainly accept. Union soldiers buying items with gold would certainly placate residents. After some months of communication and repeated appeals, Mitchell's request was granted. A secret detachment of well armed men from the Fourth Ohio Cavalry (OVC) was sent to Army headquarters in Nashville, early in November of 1862 to retrieve the coins.
     This band of eleven moved with extreme care and cunning through the hills and countryside of Alabama, past several Confederate Cavalry detachments into Tennessee. Even though the major cities were occupied by Union troops there were still bands of southern citizens and Confederate forces anxious to attack any Union soldier. The cargo they were to pick up were two metal strong boxes, each consisting of a leather pouch filled with gold coins. The pouches were added to ensure quick removal from the boxes if the detachment encountered the enemy on the way back to Huntsville.
     A pack mule was used to haul the strong boxes and under the cover of night the men of the 4th left Nashville and headed back to Huntsville. Traveling a short distance the detachment neared the small village of Belleview. It was here that Confederate Cavalry was sighted. The group took a wide route around the unit trying to avoid detection. This path only led to another group of rebel cavalry who on recognizing them as Union forces fired at the eleven and pursued the men of the 4th. 
     Aware they couldn't let their precious cargo fall into rebel hands, the unit rode long and hard for about two miles. The ranking officer, a Lieutenant, ordered four men to remain and hold off the Confederates allowing the rest of the 4th to get a substantial lead back to Huntsville. It wasn't long before those four men of the 4th were fired upon by the oncoming Confederates. Two men from the 4th were killed immediately; the other two trying to hold off the Rebs, mounted their horses and fled. One of those two men was shot as well.
     The rest of the men of the 4th, with gold in tow, travelled several more miles heading southwest. They saw a group of men without uniforms or flags in the distance. They guessed these men to be Rebel guerillas and steered their unit away from them. Yet further down the road the 4th met up with two men, probably scouts from the guerrilla group. Shots were fired and one of the Rebel riders fell injured to the ground. The other scout, Jeremiah McCain, rode off. As the 4th crossed the state line into Alabama, McCain rode fast to the rebel band the men of the 4th had avoided. 

“Struggling under the weight of the gold, his escape was slow”.
      McCain, lacking any ambition in life, did not join the Confederate army. In his fifties, he was a renegade, a bushwhacker, and happy to kill Yankees. Riding hard to cover the distance, McCain alerted his comrades of the small Union detachment and told them about the pack mule. The mule indicated one thing: payroll! That was all the incentive the renegades needed and were in eager pursuit of the remaining men of the 4th OVC.
     Expecting the surviving guerrilla gunman to alert the others, the Union detachment knew they needed to ride hard and fast. Surmising the pack mule had “given them away”, they went east until they came to the Flint River. They followed the river south hoping to get to a Union outpost before being overtaken by the rebel guerillas they had avoided in Tennessee.
     What this small band of 4th Ohio Cavalry men did not know was that they were riding into yet another rebel guerrilla hide out. The few men of the 4th were spotted by two rebel riders on a bluff above them. One followed the men on his horse at a distance, with his eye on the pack mule, while the other rode off to warn the rest of the renegades.
      Feeling slightly relieved that they had not been overtaken by the guerillas from Tennessee; the seven men from the 4th were closing in on their destination, now only a mile from Keel Mountain. Suddenly out of nowhere came a horse and rider approaching them. Fast and with fury he drove the horse. The soldiers of the 4th knew there were probably a vast number of men behind him. They turned toward Keel Mountain. If they could get around the mountain, Union help was on the other side. Only then did they realize the Tennessee guerillas were closing in on them as well.
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Keel Mountain
     The Lieutenant from the 4th ordered his men to move up into the mountain. They would have to find a defensive position at the top and maybe the Union troops nearby would hear the shooting and come to their aid. As the mighty men of the 4th scrambled for cover along the wooded mountain side, the shooting began.
     Both bands of guerillas opened fire on the tiny Union outfit. As one soldier, then another fell to the spray of bullets, the pack mule was hit too. As the animal collapsed, the rider quickly grabbed the two leather pouches out of the strong boxes. Carrying the gold coins he headed deeper into the brush. Struggling under the weight of the gold, his escape was slow. As the renegades pushed up the mountain on foot after the men of the Fourth, the young man carrying the gold was hit. He fell down into a low, sunken ravine still holding the pouches. His body was swallowed up by leaves and the underbrush.

[image: image61.jpg]



     Most of the guerillas continued to the top of the mountain pursuing the fleeing Union soldiers but Jeremiah McCain saw the young man with the pouches fall. He quietly headed in that direction and saw the tip of a boot. Ever so carefully he crept up to the ditch. Satisfied this wasn't a trap he plunged his hand into the shallow leaf covered grave. Dragging out the pouches McCain was astounded to find them filled with gold coins. He knew time was short. Soon his comrades would be coming back down the mountain. So McCain lugged the pouches a short distance, where finding a small hole, he stuck both pouches in it and covered them with surrounding dirt and rocks. Viewing the area well so he could find his cache again, McCain used a huge oak tree as a landmark and counted exactly 76 paces from the tree to his hiding spot. Satisfied that the gold was secure, McCain went in search of his fellow renegades.
     Only two men of the 4th survived this mission. While back in Huntsville General Mitchell was livid the gold had been lost. He ordered troops to scour the mountain for the coins. The bodies of the young soldier and mule were found but not the gold. Mitchell concluded it fell into the hands of Confederates
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      Not long after the incident, McCain, along with the guerillas he'd been riding with, met up with a large unit of Union infantry and cavalry. Fighting ensued and Jeremiah McCain was badly wounded in the stomach. He lingered for days and in his dazed, confused state told one of his men about the gold. Yet the renegade couldn't understand exactly where the gold was buried. It's believed McCain told the entire story to someone else, which is why we have the details today.
      Is there still gold coins stuck in a hole somewhere on Keel Mountain? Did nine members of the 4th OVC give their lives for its transport? There isn't a reference to this incident or anything close to it in any military reports. Not one bit of information has been found to substantiate it in any way.
     This story sounds more like a newly released action movie, or even a recent nightly newscast. Yet, most stories handed down through generations always contain at least a grain of truth. Even if it's only a grain of truth maybe, just maybe, this story isn't so outlandish after all! 
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Is there gold in them thar hills?
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Cast Iron 102

Bill Krebs
We’ve come to the end of this series.  However there are several loose ends I want to tie up.

Quality


When it comes to cast iron, quality matters.  The quality affects how much seasoning it will require, how well it heats your food, how long it will last and how safe it is to use.   Always buy American made cast iron. I’m not just saying this to help jobs in America.  Cast iron is made from iron and steel formed in sand casts, hence the name cast iron.  The foreign cast iron is of much inferior quality and will not last.  The Chinese cast iron is very porous and will shatter if it has the slightest drop.  I know, I managed retail stores for years and sold cast iron from China for years and had to “write off” several pieces that were broken. American manufacturers have to meet government mandated safety requirements.


The only current manufacturer of cast iron cookware in the US is Lodge out of Tennessee. Their products can be found in most retailers across the nation.  If your local retailer does not carry it, try the camping supply stores.
U S Manufacturers
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Lodge Cast Iron Company of South Pittsburg, TN – founded by Joseph Lodge in 1896, it is the oldest family-owned cookware foundry in the US.  You can visit their web site here: http://www.lodgemfg.com/  
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Griswold Manufacturing Co of Erie, PA – Griswold was in operation from 1865 to 1957.  It was a family controlled company until 1947 when it started to decline.  They sold out in 1957 to Wagner Manufacturing Co of Sydney OH.  If you find a piece of Griswold selling for just a couple of bucks, grab it!  Many of their pieces are selling on the antique market for upwards of $1000 dollars.  Those pieces made from1947 and later are comparably of much lesser value. 
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Wagner Manufacturing Co of Sydney, OH – Family members Bernard, Milton, Louis and William Wagner incorporated the business in 1891.  In 1957 they bought out Griswold Manufacturing.  They remained in business until 1999.  Until their closing, they were the oldest continuous manufacturer of cookware in the US.

Reasons for buying cast iron

There are several reasons to buy and use cast iron over the modern Teflon coated cookware.

· Uses less heat – you’ll find yourself turning down the heat

· Food cooks uniformly – no hot spots.  All the foods get cooked, not just those directly over the fire.

· Foods stay warmer for a longer time – Remember Granma's chicken that stayed hot even when you went for seconds?

· It’s cheaper – Cast iron usually sells for a fraction of the price that Teflon coated one does.

Buying used cast iron

You can find cast iron cookware almost anywhere.  You can find it at yard sales, flea markets, Goodwill store, Salvation Army Stores, and antique stores.  Don’t be afraid of buying used.  My wife’s reenacting group has a used bean pot manufactured in 1860!  It works as good as the day it was manufactured.  However here are some tips what to look for when buying a used piece.

· How well was it cared for?  Avoid pieces that are cracked, warped, pitted or have been chipped.

· How much work will be involved in restoring it?  Although you can bring back to usage many an abused piece, some are just not worth the effort.  Do you really want to spend a whole day cleaning that $5 skillet?  
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Does it have any paint spots?  Dishonest dealers will repair holes and cracks with an epoxy resin and then put black paint over it to hide their work.  Epoxy is a good, strong glue but it is very poisonous.
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Has rust eaten through?  It is after all made of iron and will rust.  Rust can easily be removed by using a rust eraser.  It looks similar to the big erasers you had at school when you were a kid.  And it works on rust just as easily as that eraser did on pencil errors.  They can be found in any hardware store.

· Does it have a support handle?  If it’s a larger piece, say a large skillet, make sure that there is a support handle opposite the regular handle.  [image: image113.jpg]


Cast iron is heavy and you don’t want to pick up that skillet full of fried chicken and have all the pieces fall on the ground because you couldn’t hold it.

· Does it have a flanged lid? – Flanged lids keep coals on top of the pan for better cooking.

· [image: image114.jpg]


Does it have a lid?  Lids can serve double duty.  Some Dutch oven lids when turned upside down make an excellent griddle.  If you have a choice between one of these and a regular lid, go with the flat one as you won’t have to buy a griddle.

Dutch oven with a flat, flanged lid that can also serve as a griddle
Here are a couple of charts that may help you get the most out of your cast iron:

	Cooking method
	Heat setting

	Braising
	Med low to med

	Frying
	Med high to brown     Med low to med to cook

	
	

	Sauteing
	Med

	Searing
	Med to med high

	Simmering
	Med low to med

	Warming
	Low
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“I’m just saying, you see someone cooking with cast iron you think cornbread and chili not oysters Rockefeller and an artichoke soufflé”
	To do this
	For
	Use these pans

	Roast
	Meats
	Deep fryer

	 
	 
	Dutch oven

	 
	 
	Deep-sided skillet

	 
	Veggies
	Dutch oven

	 
	 
	Any skillet

	Deep-fry
	 
	Deep fryer 

	 
	 
	Dutch Oven  

	Pan-fry
	 
	Deep-fryer

	 
	 
	Dutch oven

	Bake
	Cakes, pies
	Skillet

	 
	 
	Dutch oven

	 
	Muffins
	Muffin pan

	 
	 
	Cornstick pan

	 
	Loaf breads
	Loaf pan

	 
	 
	Dutch oven 

	 
	 
	Skillet

	 
	Rolls
	Dutch oven

	 
	 
	Skillet

	 
	 
	Griddle

	 
	 
	Lid

	 
	Biscuits, cornbread
	Skillet

	 
	 
	Dutch oven

	 
	 
	Cornbread skillet

	Simmer
	Soups, stews
	Dutch oven

	 
	 
	Deep-fryer

	Sear meats
	 
	Skillet

	 
	 
	Griddle

	 
	 
	Lid

	Stir-fry
	 
	Skillet


Now you are an expert in cast iron cooking.  So what are you waiting for?  Get out there and start cooking! 
Songs They Sang
Aura Lea
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W. W. Fosdick (words) and George R. Poulton (music).    Published 1861

When the blackbird in the Spring,
'On the willow tree,
Sat and rocked, I heard him sing,
Sing Aura Lee.
Aura Lee, Aura Lee,
Maid with golden hair;
Sunshine came along with thee,
And swallows in the air.

Chorus:
Aura Lee, Aura Lee,
Maid with golden hair;
Sunshine came along with thee,
And swallows in the air.

In thy blush the rose was born,
Music, when you spake,
Through thine azure eye the morn,
Sparkling seemed to break.
Aura Lee, Aura Lee,
Birds of crimson wing,
Never song have sung to me,
As in that sweet spring.

(Chorus)

Aura Lee! the bird may flee,
The willow's golden hair
Swing through winter fitfully,
On the stormy air.
Yet if thy blue eyes I see,
Gloom will soon depart;
For to me, sweet Aura Lee
Is sunshine through the heart.

(Chorus)

When the mistletoe was green,
Midst the winter's snows,
Sunshine in thy face was seen,
Kissing lips of rose.
Aura Lee, Aura Lee,
Take my golden ring;
Love and light return with thee,
And swallows with the spring.
(Chorus)   
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SHH!! Be vewy, vewy quiet, I'm hunting forebears.
Civil War Fact
Lincoln did not believe that whites and blacks could live together in peace. He had planned to relocate the entire black population of the United States to Central America.
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During the Victorian era, wealthy people had more leisure time on their hands than previous generations.  Parlor games became an inevitable outcome.  These games decreased with the invention of the television.  Some games are still being played today and are the forerunners of such games as Mad Libs.  Others have been transformed into board games such as Balderdash.  In each issue, we will be running the rules for one of these parlor games.  They can be quite fun as an ice breaker or during a regular “game night” or whenever.

The Minister’s Cat

All players sit in a circle, and the first player describes the minister's cat with an adjective beginning with the letter 'A' (for example, "The minister's cat is an adorable cat") Each player then does the same, using different adjectives starting with the same letter. Once everyone has done so, the first player describes the cat with an adjective beginning with the letter 'B'. This continues for each letter of the alphabet.

· In an alternate variation, the first player describes the minister's cat with an adjective beginning with the letter 'A', the second with the letter 'B' and so forth, going around the circle.

In both variations, a player is "out" of the game if they are unable to think of an adjective, or if they repeat one previously used. Players may clap in unison or speak in a rhythmic manner during the game, setting the pace for each player to speak his line; if a player falls too far behind the pace while thinking of an adjective, he may also be declared "out." 
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Civil War Humor

BAYONET... A soldier had lost his bayonet and whittled one from wood so he could stand inspection. He was hoping not to be discovered until the regiment had gone into battle where he could pick up one from a dead soldier. At an inspection, an officer asked to see his bayonet. The soldier stated "Sir, I promised my father I would never unsheathe my bayonet unless I intended to kill with it." The Officer insisted he hand over the bayonet. Taking it out, the Soldier looked skyward and declared "May the Lord change this bayonet to wood for breaking my vow."
· The muzzle-loading rifle could be loaded at the rate of about three times a minute. Its maximum range was about 1000 yards.
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Civil War Philately

                     Bob Venable

In the hobby of stamp collecting, an envelope with a stamp on it is called a cover.  If the envelope has an image on the left side, that image is known as a cachet.  Further, if the image depicts a national flag, famous military person, or similar portrayal, then the envelope is referred to as a patriotic cover.


During the Civil War, both Union and Confederate printers churned out many patriotic covers, though Union covers were much more numerous and usually more detailed and colorful than those from the South.  These are examples of Union patriotic covers, the first from 1862 printed by James L. Magee of Philadelphia, the second from 1862 depicts Major General Franz Sigel, hero of the Battle of Pea Ridge.
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The stark difference of the typical confederate patriotic cover is obvious in this 1861 example published by J.W. Randolph of Richmond, Virginia.  It depicts the South’s Stars and Bars flag in black ink.
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I am aware of only one patriotic cover that bears relationship to the 4th Ohio Volunteer Cavalry.  It is pictured here.
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The envelope is postmarked 1885 and is addressed to Benjamin Newland, French Lick, IN, father of PVT Benjamin R. Newland, Co. G, 4th OVC.  PVT Newland died while in uniform at Louisville, KY on January 21, 1862.  The oval in the center indicates the envelope is from the Pension Office, Jeffersonville, IN.  The top right of the envelope, partially obscured by the stamp, reads: “Fourth Regt, Ohio Vol. Cavalry/Royal Dragoons/Company G”, then follows with the Company’s officers at the time the envelope was printed – CPT Robert F. Rodgers, 1LT Richard P. Rifenberick, and 2LT Joseph A. Harris.  The stamp is the 1861-62 rose Washington issue, Scott 65. 
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’s The Spotlight is on: 
1LT James Ritty, Company H

Probably no other member of the 4th Ohio Volunteer Cavalry has had more impact on society than First Lieutenant James Jacob “Jake” Ritty, of Company H.  His legacy touches every business entity in the world and reaches into each one of our daily lives.  Whenever you buy something and the business rings up the sale, James Ritty is there.  Why?  Because James Jacob Ritty invented the cash register.


James was born on October 29, 1836 in Dayton, Ohio to French immigrant parents, Dr. Ledger and Mary Ritty.  While considered a doctor, Ledger was actually a purveyor of herbal medicines.  Not much is known of James Ritty’s early life except that he was the youngest of five brothers, that he attended medical school, and that in the 1860 Census he was listed as a physician.

http://www.thefullwiki.org/James_Ritty
He married his wife Susan (1844-August 10, 1924) sometime before 1860.  Census reports of 1870 through 1910 do not list any children.


When the Civil War erupted, James enlisted in Company H, 4th Ohio Volunteer Cavalry on August 7, 1861 for three years.  However, he was promoted to the rank of First Lieutenant on September 5, 1861.  Volume 11, Official Roster of the Soldiers of the State of Ohio In the War of the Rebellion 1861-1865 (1891).
It is a matter of dispute as to the circumstances, but the Official Roster states that Ritty resigned from the service on April 1, 1862 at Murfreesboro, Tennessee, having served less than eight months.  But General Order No. 30 of Major General William S. Rosecrans, Headquarters, Department of the Cumberland, states that James and other officers were dismissed from the service on the dates opposite their names: “Lieut James Ritty, Fourth Ohio Cavalry, from April 1, 1862, for absence without leave.”  A copy of this order can be found in a book by Curt Anders titled Injustice on Trial: Second Bull Run, General Fitz John Porter’s Court Martial, and the Schofield Board Investigation That Restored His Good Name (Clerisy Press 2002).  Anders excerpts a “Speech of Hon. John A. Logan on the Fitz-John Porter Case” in which Logan uses the General Order as an exhibit.  On the other hand, some on-line biographers state that James was actually a Captain in the service and that he served for three years.  http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/James_Ritty, http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/entry.php?rec+2667  and   http://www.thefullwiki.org/James_Ritty
Unfortunately, the official records do not 

bear that out.


Regardless of the circumstance of his leaving the Army, it does not appear to have hampered him in his post-war career.  In 1871, He opened a cafe in Dayton known as “No. 10” or “The Empire,” located at 10 South Main Street, pictured here.
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He advertised himself as a “Dealer in Pure Whiskies, Fine Wines, and Cigars.”  He is described during these post war years as intelligent, a “good mixer” and a “man about town.  Of medium height, stocky build, with alert eyes and a drooping mustache, he was well turned out.”  http://www.ncr.org.uk/page110.html  
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James Ritty, Oct 29, 1836 – Mar 29, 1918

Ritty soon found that some of his employees were pocketing customer money meant to pay for food and drink.  While business was good, he was losing money.  Ritty pondered this problem for a number of years but it was not until 1878 that he hit on a solution to employee theft.  He took a steamship cruise to Europe.  Being an inquisitive person, he inquired about a piece of machinery called a cyclometer that counted the number of revolutions of the ship’s propeller.  The number of revolutions is part of the calculation to determine the total distance sailed by the ship.  That gave him the idea of using the same principle to record receipts as customers made purchases at his café.  Then, he could add the receipts and know the total amount of money the employees should have in the cash drawer behind the bar.  Curt Dalton, Dayton Inventions: Fact and Fiction (2003).


Upon his return to Dayton, James consulted his brother John, a mechanic, and together they set about developing what they called “Ritty’s Incorruptible Cashier.”  It took three tries to get it completely right although the second try was the first one patented.  It had two rows of keys and when you press the keys for the amount of the sale, that amount was automatically shown on the face of the register which looked like a clock face.  It had two circles of numbers.  The small hand of the “clock” pointed to the dollars and the large hand pointed to the cents.  This allowed both the customer and Ritty’s employees to see the amount of the sale.  Adding wheels were installed at the back of the machine enabling Ritty to determine if employees were skimming.  There was no cash drawer attached to the machine, however.  This second machine received U.S. Patent No. 221,360 on November 4, 1879.  A copy of the drawings for the patent is pictured here.
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In Dayton, there is a park called Carillon Historical Park which is mainly an outdoor celebration of Dayton’s inventors. I visited there on September 14, 2012.  In the park’s “Heritage

Entrance to Carillon Park, Dayton, OH

 Center of Dayton Manufacturing and Entrepreneurship” there is a whole room dedicated to the cash register, including Ritty’s first patented register.  Shelves along the walls of the room are stacked full of cash registers throughout the years.  That first Ritty machine is referred to as the Ritty Dial Patent Model.  The third try eliminated the clock face and used a tablet form where plates showing the amount of the sale were visible behind a glass covering at the top of the machine.
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Wall stacked with cash registers.  Ritty’s machine is the fifth from the left, top row.
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Ritty’s 1879 patented cash register


During my visit to the cash register room on September 14, 2012, I was told that their example of the first patented cash register is actually an early reproduction of the first cash register.  There are no known “real” ones in existence.  According to the docent, the Smithsonian in Washington, D.C. thought they had an authentic first machine but most experts believe it is a reproduction like the one in Dayton.  Later, the brothers added a ring when a sale was “rung up.”  The Patterson Legacy, Journeys 14 (Sep/Oct 2012).


None of the first three Ritty machines were marketed.  But the fourth machine, which utilized a paper roll to count sales, was marketed.  James opened a business above the saloon under the name ”James Ritty’s New Cash Register and Indicator.”  By 1881, James could not keep up with the new business plus the saloon so he sold the cash register business and the patent rights to Jacob H. Eckert for $1,000.00.  Eckert opened the National Manufacturing Company, but sold it and the patent to brothers John and Frank Patterson of Dayton in 1884.  They changed the name of the business to the National Cash Register Company, later NCR, Inc.  By all accounts, James Ritty was not “resentful” that others prospered from his invention.   http://www.ncr.org.uk/page110.html and Curt Dalton, Dayton Inventions: Fact and Fiction (2003).


Having exited the cash register industry, Ritty returned to his true love, café ownership.  In 1882 he opened the Pony House saloon on South Jefferson Street in Dayton in a former school of French and English for young ladies.  It was located near the train station and featured a sample room, thus catering to salesmen who travelled by train.  Beer sold for 5¢ a mug or 15¢ for an entire bucket.  At those prices you also received a free lunch, including boiled eggs, sardines, cold meats, pretzels, bread and other fare.

http://www.jays.com/history.htm
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Pony House saloon

James bought 5,400 pounds of Honduras mahogany and hired wood carvers of the Barney and Smith Car Company, one of Dayton’s largest employers at the time, to build a mahogany bar for the Pony House, 12 feet tall and 32 feet wide.  It is described thusly:  “The initials JR adorn the center peak and the left and right sections are similar to the interior of a passenger railcar, with the giant mirrors set back about a foot with curved, hand-tooled leather covered elements at the top and curved bezel mirror-encrusted sections on each side.” http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/James_Ritty  Judging from this picture of the Detroit & Mackinac Passenger Car #100 built by Barney and Smith, it is evident why Ritty hired them.  The car had a porter, heat, and running water in the bathroom.

Barney & Smith[image: image79.png]


 passenger car

The Pony House served food, drinks and apparently had gambling.
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Pony House token found in nursing home, Myerstown, PA
According to Artifacts Recall Old Pony House Saloon, an article in the Dayton-Journal Herald of June 15, 1968, Ritty “also piped water to every table in the house, and used the water power to rotate palm-leaf fans for the comfort of summer customers, a foretaste of air-conditioning.”  http://daytonhistorybooks.com/artifactsrecall.html 

James Ritty retired in 1895.  The Pony House business continued under various names until 1967.  Many famous people were customers – Buffalo Bill Cody, John Dillinger, and Jack Dempsey to name a few.  The building was scheduled to be demolished in 1967 but the bar was taken apart and reassembled at Jay’s Seafood in Dayton by United Moving & Storage, Inc. of Dayton. http://www.jays.com/history.htm 
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Ritty’s bar now at Jay’s Seafood in Dayton


James Ritty died of heart trouble on March 29, 1918 (Ohio Death Certificate 1918-21215).  He and Susan are buried in Woodland Cemetery, Dayton, Ohio, Section 108, Lot 2151. 
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Crypt of James Ritty at Woodland Cemetery
__________________________
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What is it?

Page 21 – 1859 McClellan saddle hooded stirrup

Letters from the Front
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In this issue we have a letter written by Commissary 2nd Lt William Shoemaker, Co H, asking for the discharge of Pvt George Puterbaugh on account of disability.  
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Original letter of Lt W. W. Shoemaker requesting Sgt George W. Puterbaugh’s discharge by reason of disability.  From the private collection of Bill Krebs
Here is a transcription of the letter:

I certify that the within named George Puterbaugh a sergeant of Captain Kings company of the 4th regiment of Ohio Volunteer Cavalry was born in Dayton in the State of Ohio aged twenty-one years 5 feet 11 inches high Light Complection hazel eyes Brown hair and by occupation when enrolled a farmer was enlisted by Lieut Ritty at Dayton Ohio on the first day of October eighteen hundred and sixty one to serve for three years and is now entitled to a discharge by reason of Physical Disability.

The said George Puterbaugh was paid last by Paymaster Hendricks to include the thirty first day of May eighteen hundred and sixty two and has pay due from that time to the present date.

He is indebted to the United States thirty one dollars and fifty cents on account of extra clothing.

Given in duplicate at Huntsville Alabama this eighteenth day of August 1862

2nd Lieut Wm W Shoemaker

Com Co H 4 regt OVC 


Pvt George Puterbaugh enlisted on October 21, 1861 when he was 21 and was medically discharged as of August 18, 1862. He is buried in Green- castle Cemetery in Dayton, OH in an unmarked grave. 
Pvt George Puterbaugh is buried in an unmarked grave. 

William W Shoemaker enlisted on August 7, 1861 at the age of 22, was appointed 2nd Lt, Co H on September 5, 1861.  He received a promotion to 1st Lt, Co H on July 1, 1862 and then became Captain of Co F on February 23, 1865.  He was promoted on July 15, 1865 to the rank of Major but was never sworn in at that rank as he was mustered out with his company on that same date. Captain Shoemaker died in 1911 and was also buried in Greencastle Cemetery
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Sgt George Washington Puterbaugh’s final pay was for $23.73as evidenced from his pay voucher.  From the private collection of Bill Krebs

“…aged twenty-one years 5 feet 11 inches high Light Complexion hazel eyes Brown hair and by occupation when enrolled a farmer”
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From Our Field Correspondents

Columbus, OH: Don’t believe everything you see on that tombstone.  That soldier may not only be marked with the wrong unit but may also be placed in the wrong army! According to the Columbus Dispatch, researcher Dennis Ranner was checking out the markers at the Camp Chase Confederate Cemetery.  He noticed a John Kennedy as a member of a KY Confederate unit.  Wondering if there was a connection to JFK, he researched the man.  What to his surprise, he discovered that the regiment listed on the tombstone never existed. What’s more, he could not find a John Kennedy in any Confederate records.  He did discover a John Kennedy in the 33rd KY Inf. (US).  He told the Dispatch that as many as 10 or more soldiers may be misidentified and be sharing the same fate.  Local historical society members believe that his research is correct.  Just how this new information that he has dug up will be used is yet to be decided.

Frankfort, KY: KY has repealed one of its statutes 147 years after the war ended.  State representative Adam Koenig has successfully lobbied to repeal the statute that provided a $50 per month pension for Confederate soldiers and their widows.  The last pension paid out was over 50 years ago.  The vote to repeal the statute was passed unanimously.
Hudson, NY: Hudson, NY thought they had seen it all, but when a crime spree occurred around the 4th of July, the population was ready to take up arms. Dozens of small American flags that had been placed on the graves of Civil War veterans had been pilfered.  The outraged authorities quickly placed surveillance cameras around the cemetery.  Sure enough they soon had pictures of the culprits.   The criminals were a regiment of Confederate groundhogs!  They had removed the flags to their burrows to gnaw on the wood.  Though officials are unsure what to do about these varmints, there has been no lack of pest control companies volunteering their services to end this atrocity. 
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