Puppy Developmental Stages
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Seniority Classification

(3-4 months)

Period of adjustment, all sense organs fully developed.
Permanent teeth growing; result in chewing & biting
behaviors. May begin to experiment with some
aggressive behaviors, if confident.

Playgroups with effective
management and leadership.
Discourage all biting behaviors.
Consistent enforcement of rules &
boundaries with a lot of patience
and positive reinforcement.

Flight Instinct

(4-8 months)

Dog's natural instinct to explore new territory is
evident. May ignore "come" command & see human
chasing them as a game. Teething & chewing behaviors
continue.

Playgrounds with properly matched
playmates. Reward "come"; be
sure no negatives or discipline are
given when dog comes. Needs to
learn "come" is a safe command to
follow.

Fear Impact Period 2

(6-14 months)

Fear of change or new experiences. Dependent on
growth spurts so dog may go through more than one
during period. May be uncomfortable with "unfamiliar'
situations & people. Do not force dog into situations.

Playgrounds with properly matched
playmates. Work to build
confidence and do not force into
situations & people. Do not force
dog into situations.

Maturity

(1-4 years)

Timing differs by breed with average being 18 months-
3 years. Smaller breeds mature earlier than larger
breeds. Confident dogs may challenge & display
aggressive behaviors. Effective management, strong
relationships and training is critical to minimize
aggression, bites, and territorial displays. Reward
"watchdog" behaviors outwent & redirect high arousal
display.

Playgrounds with properly matched
playmates. Effective management
and leadership is very important
with consistent enforcement of
rules. Watch for resource guarding
or inappropriate aggressive
behaviors. Allow appropriate dog-
to dog interactions.




