Salmon River Watershed Partnership
Meeting Minutes
October 19, 2022
7-8:30 pm

1. Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 7:06 pm Members in attendance included Ron Wikholm, Phil Gaudreau, Bernie Gillis, Gail Reynolds (left at 8pm), Gary Lussier, Chris Frey, Suzanne Simone, Peter Hughes, Jon Kozak (guest) and Watershed Coordinator Pat Young
Attendees introduced themselves. 

2. Administration 
a. Minutes August 24, 22: Motion by P. Hughes, seconded by P. Gaudreau to approve minutes of August 24, 2022, with the clarification from E. Thomas that former SRWP intern Emma Coffey, is an Environmental Analyst working with DEEP’s Watershed Program.  Unanimous with C. Frey and S. Simone abstaining.
b. Budget, Expenses and Contributions: Nothing new to report.
c. Updates on Long-Term Vision Progress: P. Young reported that the draft is expected in the next week or so.

d. Summer Interns: P. Young note that there had been some remaining funds in the TRCC contract and so she is keeping the intern on up through October to assist with some data input. 
3. Partner updates 

a. Hebron: C. Frey spoke about 115 acres that the town submitted a grant for. It is located in the southwest corner of the town and has a variety of habitats on it, including two ponds. 
b. Columbia: R. Wikholm reported on anticipated improvements to parking at Mono Pond State Park.
c. Haddam Neck: P. Gaudreau noted that there are on-going discussions with US Fish and Wildlife relating to parcels in the Haddam Neck area. 
d. East Haddam: B. Gillis stated that town submitted the OSWA grant application for 95 acres in the Salmon River Watershed. He also noted that there was a proposal to draw down the Moodus Reservoir 2-3 feet in the upcoming year to lay a gas pipe. 
e. Trout Unlimited: Nothing new to report
f. Haddam: Nothing new to report.
g. Marlborough: Nothing new to report

h. Glastonbury: S. Simone gave updates on the town Open Space Management Program 
i. DEEP: E. Thomas was not able to attend the meeting but had sent the following comments. 

DEEP Water Planning and Management is nearly back up to staffing levels including supervisor and manager vacancy fillings.  Do I have an updated org chart – not yet but can share later.

 

As you may have heard, our Office of Commissioner-level Deputy Commissioner position, vacated by retired Betsey Wingfield in July, has been filled by incoming Andy Fisk, formerly ED of the Connecticut River Conservancy.  That may be of extra interest to the SRWP, but I have no other insight at this time.

 

I have not heard anything from DEEP Land Management about the latest OSWA grant round of applicants.

 

Small correction with last minutes discussing Emma Coffey – she is full time Environmental Analyst with our Watersheds program and currently involved in a steep learning curve and multiple project and work group experiences. Three other f/t staff are on board with Emma in this Watersheds program, with concentrations of most to be involved with our LIS program and pending federally funded BIL projects coming in soon.

4. SRWP project/activity update
a. Monitoring Projects

i. Summer Baseline Stream Monitoring: P. Young reported that the field work has been completed.  The intern is working at data input, graphing and the report will be forthcoming as time permits.  
ii. Temperature Loggers: P. young noted that for the most part temperature loggers have been pulled.  Data is downloaded and sent to DEEP and will also be averaged to assess cold water stream classification. A lot of the loggers had been exposed for at least a few weeks due to summer drought. 
iii. Conductivity Loggers: C. Frey and volunteers from GZA, anticipate conducting a download of all loggers in the near future.  P. Hughes noted the growing concern for potential impacts to wells.
b. Outreach & Ed

i. Past Events

1. Goodspeed Airport Event-East Haddam: P. Young reported that attendance was good for this event and thanked B. Gillis for his assistance.
2. Haddam Neck Fair: Labor Day Weekend: SRWP shared space with several organizations in a booth coordinated by J. McHutchison with a lot of support from P. Gaudreau.

3. Field Training-Stream Assessments: New volunteers were trained and have been assisting throughout the fall season. Field work will most likely wrap up by the beginning of November. 

ii. Upcoming Events:

1. RHAM H. S. Classroom Presentation and Field Assessment: P. Young noted that the presentation for the HS will be next week.  They will do the field session in Marlborough near the Fawn Brook and Blackledge River confluence so two sites can be completed at once. 
2. Coventry H.S. Field Assessment: P. Young was asked to do another H.S. field assessment.  While Coventry is not in the watershed-the group will be doing the assessment in Hebron at Raymond Brook and the teacher is on of SRWP’s volunteers from Lebanon.

c. Other Projects

i. Open Space Mapping/Grants: P. Young noted that she had submitted two letters of support, one for Hebron and one for East Haddam for the OSWA grant.
ii. Preserved Lands Recreation Map: Nothing new to report but P. Young asked if anyone knew if U.S. Fish and Wildlife parcels in the Haddam Neck area were marked and/or easy to find.  P. Gaudreau said there may be signs but doesn’t recall anything like a kiosk.
iii. Watershed Tour Dates and Places: P. Young reviewed plans for the driving tour on October 30.  All are invited to attend. 
5. Other Business: Meeting Dates: P. Young will propose new meeting dates at next meeting.
6. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 8:25pm
Submitted By: Patricia Young
2022 Meeting Dates (third Wednesday of the month)

December 21, 2022
