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Dear Minister-in-Training,
Every minister is to present an initial sermon before the church body as proof of their calling, although we know and understand that God has the final say, the church accepts the minister on the basis of their expression of the gift of preaching.  After which, there are 5 courses you will be responsible for passing successfully. At the conclusion of this process will be an ordination examination. Along with these classes you will be responsible for ministry activities we will participate in together.
1. CHRISTIAN LIFE AND DISCIPLESHIP (8 Credits)
Christian Living: This course is a broad overview of the various aspects of how a Christian ought to live. Topics covered will be prayer and fasting, growing in grace, marriage and relationships, worship and other issues related to the daily walk of Christians. 
2. THEOLOGY
(8 Credits)
Hermeneutics: The goal of this course will be to teach the student how to effectively study the Bible. Emphasis will be on the various tools used to properly understand and interpret and apply the text. 

3. CHURCH HISTORY (8 Credits)
Church History: This course is designed as an overview of the major events, movements, doctrines, and personages associated with the development of the Christian church. 
4. BIBLICAL COUNSELING  (8 Credits)
Introduction to Biblical Counseling: This course will equip you to be used by the Lord in counseling. Emphasis will be on the Biblical basis for counseling as well as the principles put forth by God's word in order to counsel effectively. 

5. PREACHING AND TEACHING (8 Credits)
Preaching Practicum: This class will focus on the delivery and critique of sermons and speeches in the areas of persuasion, evangelism, and theology. Students will be required to present several sermons throughout the semester.
Each course will last approximately 8 weeks. 
There are various books that will need to be purchased by the students and although the church will help with other costs the student will be ultimately responsible for the cost of the class textbooks.  
Required Textbooks: (Each class will have a syllabus with recommended books as well)
1.”Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life” Donald S. Whitney 
2.”How to Read the Bible for all it’s Worth” Gordon D. Fee and Douglas Stuart
3. “Pocket History of the Church” D. Jeffrey Bingham
4. “Biblical Counseling with African-Americans” Rev. Dr. Clarence Walker
5. “How to Prepare Sermons” William Evans
Supplementary Classes

Religion 101

This will be a supplementary course (non-credit) used to expose students to the various doctrines of the religions of the world and systematically compare them to Biblical Christianity.  Students will be challenged to defend Christianity at all costs by knowing the essential and non-essential doctrines of our faith. Textbook: “So What’s the Difference” Fritz Ridenour
Short Term Mission and Evangelism Trips
All students are also required to participate in a short-term mission/ evangelism trip to various destinations in and around the city of Chicago.  2 trips will be organized to one location near and one far from the primary community of CCC. This is not a credited course but the trips are a requirement for completion of the program.  They will be planned as best as possible around the student’s weekend schedule. 

Community Service Class 

Each student will be responsible to find a community organization in Englewood (or your immediate neighborhood) to volunteer with at least once a month. The class is designed to contribute to the needs of the community and teach the student what it means to give back to those in the local area. The students are not sent out into the community to proselytize, recruit, or preach, however when an opportunity is given to share about the kingdom of heaven there should be no restraint, as we want to promote God in every respect.  Each student is expected to keep a journal as he or she participates in each month’s project/meeting. The journal will be turned in no more than two days after the service has been completed. 
Here is what can be expected for each class and what is expected of you as a minister in training:
Certificate of Completion 
This program is set up as a Certificate of Completion Program which is a course of study intended for students who are preparing for college-level academics. The spiritual training in this program is identical to that of an Associate in Theology.  In this Certificate Program, the students complete the courses on a Pass/Fail basis and this requires the student to attend classes 100% of the time and complete assignments to a passing standard.  Students must receive a grade of 'P' in all classes. 

Also a total of 40 credits must be earned by the student. Students will receive their certificate of completion along with their respective licensing and/or ordination certificate.
Attendance Policy 
CCC requires 100 percent attendance for all classes taken by students. Classes are conducted in a manner that will encourage academic excellence and the growth of Christian character.
Students are expected to be present every class to complete the class requirements.  If a class is missed the lessons will be posted on Canaan’s website for students to review you will be given access to a hidden page on the site where you will find the curriculum.  The student is responsible for any assignments or reading due the following class.  Once again all absences must be excused and tardiness will not be acceptable as we strive to do everything in excellence.  Emergencies are handled on a case-by-case basis.

Proposed Schedule of Classes

Classes will be held every Wed. at 5 pm for 1hour followed by Elevate Bible Study/ Choir Rehearsal.  

September - October
9/7 – 10/26 Christian Living
November - December

11/9 – 12/21 Theology
Mission Trip #1

January - February

1/11- 2/29 Church History
March - April

3/7 – 4/25 Biblical Counseling

May - June

5/2- 6/20 Hermeneutics
Mission Trip #2

July- August

Ordination Study and Written Exam

(Supplemental Religion 101 Class) 
September 2, 2012

Ordination Service and Celebration







