
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Fort Oglethorpe, Ga. | www.FPFO.org | 706.866.2521 | 1 Harker Road  

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP | THE LORD’S DAY | DECEMBER 11, 2022 | 10:45 A.M. 

The Announcements
Please submit your prayer requests and/or record your attendance at worship with us:

The Prelude
*The Call to Worship
*The Psalm of Praise No. 96 “O Sing a New Song to the Lord” (Page 2) .......................
*The Prayer of Adoration
*The Confession of Faith The Heidelberg Catechism Nos. 44-45 ...................................

Q. Why does the creed add, He descended into hell? 
A. To assure me during attacks of deepest dread and temptation that Christ my 

Lord, by suffering unspeakable anguish, pain, and terror of soul, on the 
cross but also earlier, has delivered me from hellish anguish and torment. 

Q. How does Christ’s resurrection benefit us? 
A. First, by his resurrection he has overcome death, so that he might make us 

share in the righteousness he obtained for us by his death. Second, by his 
power we too are already raised to a new life. Third, Christ’s resurrection is 
a sure pledge to us of our blessed resurrection. 

~ God Calls His People to Confess Their Sins ~ 
The Law of God Exodus 20:1–2, 15 ................................................................................

And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery…You 
shall not steal.” 

Psalm 96: Book of Psalms for Worship  © 2010 Crown & Covenant Publications 
CCLI #487914



96A
Psalm 96:1-8

O Sing a New Song
Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 

—1 Corinthians 9:16

Oliver Holden, 1793              CORONATION 86.86.86
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From The Book of Psalms for Worship. Copyright 2010, Crown and Covenant Publications. Used by permission.







The Confession of Sin 
O God in Heaven, you are always true and always faithful to your 

word. You, as the perfectly righteous judge, always act in wisdom. As the 
King of creation, you never steal or deal fraudulently.  

But Lord, we confess that we have broken the eighth commandment, by 
wrongfully taking what is not ours, by stealing time with our slothful 
behavior, by desiring to steal through envying the prosperity of others, by 
being careless or stingy with our own and with other people’s resources, 
and by failing to keep our commitments.  

We pray that the abundant grace of Christ would cover these sins and 
empower us to walk in truth, faithfulness, and justice. 

And guard our hearts from inordinate prizing and protecting of worldly 
goods and grant us strength to grow in generosity and joy through Christ 
our Lord and our Redeemer, our true provision and only security. 

The Silent Confession
~ God Assures His People of His Covenant Mercies ~

The Assurance of Pardon 2 Corinthians 5:21 .....................................................................
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.

~ We Respond to God’s Grace with Offerings of Ourselves and Our Needs ~
*The Psalm of Thanksgiving No. TH83 “O Praise the Lord”  (Psalm 107:1-9) .......
The Encouragement to Give 1 Peter 2:24 ............................................................................

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and 
live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.

The Great Prayer Elder Wil Davis ..................................................................................
*The Hymn No. 162 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” .................................................
The Sermon Ryan F. Biese ................................................................................................
“Mary’s Song: the Great Reversal”| Luke 1:46-55|Songs of Christ’s Advent No. 1| p. 804

SERMON NOTES 
I. Introduction 

A. Mary 

B. Reversal 



C. How does Mary’s song/prayer instruct us regarding our own praise and 
prayers? 

II.Main Argument 
A. God’s Grace Toward Mary (vv. 46-48) 

1. Mary’s Joy (vv. 46-47) 
a. What does Mary’s language teach us about the way we praise God? 

b. What does Mary mean by soul and spirit? 

c. Application: Praise to God ought to come from the heart.  

d. How is the word Saviour used in Luke’s Gospel? 

e. Application: The salvation of God fills His people with joy.  

2. God’s Slave (v. 48a) 
a. Why does Mary consider the contrast between herself and God? 

b. Application: The wickedness of worshipping Mary. 

3. God’s People (v. 48b) 
a. Who is the first to call Mary blessed? 

b. Application: Gratitude befits God’s people.  

B. God’s Greatness Generally (vv. 49-53) 
1. Mighty and Mercy (vv. 49-50): What is the second reason for praise? 

a. What does God’s holiness mean? 

b. What does Mary’s consideration of God’s mercy teach us about His 
character? 

c. What sort of mercy does Mary have in mind? 



2. Strength Demonstrated (vv. 51-52) 
a. How does this way of speaking suggest Mary is indeed the author? 

b. What five ways has God acted? 

c. Why are the proud so offensive to God? 

d. How does Mary understand the world and events to be governed? 

3. Overturning Expectations (v. 53) 

a. How does God defy ordinary religious expectations?  

b. Why do the rich feel entitled? 

c. Application: Christ Brings a New Age. 

C. God’s Faithfulness to His Church (vv. 54-55) 
1. Servant (v. 54): How is this word for servant different from the one earlier 

translated servant? 

a. What does Mary not yet realize about her Son? 

b. What is the reason for God’s action? 

c. Application: The value of Church history. 

2. God’s Covenant (v. 55): How does the covenant show God will 
remember mercy forever for His people? 

III.Conclusion 



~ God’s People Respond in Praise ~ 
*The Hymn of Commitment No. 225 “Once in Royal David’s City” .............................

~ God Blesses His People ~
*The Benediction
*The Response No. 735 “The Gloria Patri”  ........................................................................

Glory be to the Father, And to the Son, And to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, Is now, and ever shall be: 
World without end. Amen. Amen. 

DECEMBER 2022 FINANCIAL REPORT  
November Income: $19,614.17     Monthly Budget: $23,816 
Nov. Expense: $21,732.34     2022 Budget: $285,793 
November Net: ($2,118.17) 

2022 Income:  $245,277.92 
2022 Expenses:  $253,930.20 
2022 Net Income:  ($8,652.28)





 



ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR DECEMBER 11, 2022 
+ There is a basket on the fellowship hall dessert table for any ladies to leave gifts, 

diapers, wipes, or other items for Hayden & Natalie Schoeffler to help welcome 
baby Audrey. Please place your gifts by December 18.  

+ Sunday school and Midweek activities are on break December 18-January 1, 2023.  
+ The monthly Stated Session meeting is December 14 at 7:32 p.m. There is a Joint 

Officer Meeting December 21 at 5:30 p.m. 
+ The Lord’s Supper will be observed as part of Evening Worship on December 18.  
+ Evening Worship on December 25 will be a joint service at Cornerstone OPC in 

Chattanooga. Pastor Ryan Biese will be preaching there. 
+ Caroling at the Crossing: after evening worship on Dec. 18. All are welcome to join 

in at the Crossing Apartments (across from Neighborhood Market & Fant Drive). 

Keep Up With the Worship & Work of the Church 
+ Sign up for text message alerts and updates by texting FPFO to 84576.  
+ To subscribe to the prayer list, please contact the church secretary: office@fpfo.org.  
+ Contributions may be received by placing your offering in the plates, mailing a check to 

the church office, or online: FPFO.org/give. 

FPFO Weekly Activities Schedule 
The Lord’s Day Wednesday       

9:30 a.m. Fellowship Time 9:00 a.m. Ladies’ Prayer Meeting 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 5:55 p.m. Covered-Dish Supper 
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship 6:30 p.m. Prayer Meeting  
5:00 p.m. Sermon Broadcast 6:30-7:30 p.m. KidsQuest (children) 
 WAAK 94.7 FM 6:50-7:30 p.m. Classes & Studies 
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship   The Kings of Israel (adults) 
     (excluding First Sundays)   The Life of David (young men) 
    Gospel of John (young women)

Children are always welcome in worship, but a nursery is also available for children 3 and under.  
Dec. 11: H. Rowan & C. Rowan  Dec. 18: E. Wilson & M. Tuggle

http://FPFO.org/give

