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         Even if you have been diligently storing water, there may come a time when you run out of water or you’re 
someplace where you only have contaminated drinking water.  Contaminated drinking water can be more 
dangerous than the original disaster because you can get serious illnesses such as cholera, typhoid, hepatitis, 
or dysentery. You can have biological or chemical contaminants in your water.  Biological contaminants are 
microorganisms such as protozoa, bacteria, and viruses.  Chemical contaminants include heavy metals, salts, 
fuels, pesticides, pollutants, or other chemicals. Water purification is the process of 
removing contaminants and other solids to make water safe and nice to drink, and it’s
 a three-step process: 1) Clarification, where you remove large particles/debris from the water; 
 2) Disinfection, where you kill off pathogens;  3) Filtration, where you remove contaminants.
See Time For More? for information on how to disinfect water.

Read about purifying water & gather the supplies to disinfect and filter water.

If you only have time to do one thing this month, do this:

     For a long time, I had a very simplistic view of water treatment; I 
thought you just needed to put a little bleach into water periodically and 
then you were good to go.  I also didn’t realize that bleach has a relatively 
short shelf-life, so you need to be rotating it, and I didn’t realize that 
bleach didn’t kill off everything bad in water.  Just in case you are like me, 
this issue is going to explain some of the things I have learned about 
making sure water is safe to drink. 
     However, this is just a partial summary of some of what I have read. 
There’s a lot to learn, so I strongly recommend that you take the time to 
read and/or watch the articles and videos I link to in this newsletter.  The 
Provident Prepper site has very thorough explanations and videos that go 
into great detail about water storage and purification. Please take the 
time to read/watch them. It will be well worth your time.
     Before we discuss water purification,  it is important note that when you 
initially store water, you should be careful not to introduce contaminants 
into the water while you are filling your containers. I always thought that it 
was fine to use a regular garden hose to fill up big barrels of water.  It turns 
out that that’s not the best idea since there can be debris, bacteria, or 
lead in the hose that you don’t want in your water. You should use a 
potable water hose, which is what is used for filling RVs and water tanks, 
and when you’re done, you should store the hose with the ends 

This is our second year of gradually preparing by going through The Power of 3 Member Preparedness Plan.
You can find The Power of 3 plan at https://www.orangestakelinks.com/  

See the “Emergency Preparedness” tab for previous issues of this newsletter and additional information.

Water Purification

connected to prevent contamination.  I know many of us have used the hose and been just fine, but it’s good to be as 
careful as possible. You should also make sure that you store your barrel siphon and/or water pump in their original 
packaging or in plastic wrap so you don’t contaminate your water when you get it out of the barrel.

How to store water:  https://theprovidentprepper.org/how-to-store-water-for-emergency-preparedness/
How to make water safe to drink:  https://theprovidentprepper.org/making-water-safe-to-drink-7-disinfection-techniques/
How to choose a water filter: https://theprovidentprepper.org/emergency-water-filters-guiding-you-through-the-maze/
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When you finish “Just One Thing” And Have Time to Do More

Editor’s Note:  The “I” in this newsletter is Laurel Evans, the Stake Emergency Preparedness Specialist. This humble newsletter is my attempt to help myself and others get 
better prepared for life’s emergencies, both big and small. Please join me on the journey and feel free to share this info with anyone and everyone.
If you have any questions, comments, suggestions, or corrections, please email me at OrangeStakePreparedness@gmail.com.  Happy Preparing! You can do this!



Here is a great handout you can print out and keep with your emergency supplies.  You can link to the original 
file at:  https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/emergency/pdf/make-water-safe-during-emergency-p.pdf



Here is another handout with great information.  https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2017-
09/documents/emergency_disinfection_of_drinking_water_sept2017.pdf




