
         

“People coming together to be The Church, 

not just attend one.” 
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Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship 

and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we 

welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry 

among us.  Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin. 
 

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith 

through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving 

relationships, to ALL people. 
 

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity 

Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the 

global community. 
 

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the 

forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution. 

Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward 

with their families to receive a blessing. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever 

required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This 

is in accordance with Lutheran teaching: 

Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the 

Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established 

and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice 

was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to 

need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy 

Communion…pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a 

variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly 

celebration of the sacrament. 

Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The 

members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than 

occasional part of their lives.    

(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35) 
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Sunday, April 24, 2022 
 

INTRODUCTION 

In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to believe. Because it is hard to 

believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it 

is hard to believe, John the evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over 

death. Because it is hard to believe, the risen Jesus will return to us again and again in the 

mystery of holy communion, inviting us to touch and taste his presence, and offering us his peace. 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

 forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

 are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

 may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

 Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Kneel /Sit  Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 

P Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 

 into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion  

 forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 

 failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 

 and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

 together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

 sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

 Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
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Stand 

GATHERING HYMN                        ELW #363             Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 
 

This Hymn is a Greek Resurrection Hymn from the 8th Century.  Connections can be linked to 

Exodus 14 and 15 by the vivid language of the hymn. 
 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

 Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

 O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen 

 Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the 

 body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

 the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

A A reading from Acts 
 

FIRST READING                                           Acts 5:27-32 
Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection. His 

response to the charges of the high priest summarizes the early church’s proclamation of 

forgiveness of sin through repentance. 
 
27When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The high priest 

questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have 

filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 
29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. 
30The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God 

exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and 

forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God 

has given to those who obey him.” 

 

A Word of God, Word of life.   

C  Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN                                            ELW #438                            My Lord, What a Morning 
 

My Lord What a Morning is an African Spiritual.  Many spirituals originated on 

plantations  but it believed that this hymn and many others actually were composed in the 

“independent black congregations of the North.” In these churches there was no supervision 

by white clergy telling them how they could  and should conduct their services.  
 

PSALM                                                                      Psalm 91 
 

You who live in the shelter of the Most High, 

 who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, 

 2will say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress; 

 my God, in whom I trust." 

 3For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler 

 and from the deadly pestilence; 

 4he will cover you with his pinions, 

 and under his wings you will find refuge; 

 his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 
 5You will not fear the terror of the night, 

 or the arrow that flies by day, 

 6or the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 

 or the destruction that wastes at noonday. 

 7A thousand may fall at your side,  ten thousand at your right hand, 

 but it will not come near you. 

 8You will only look with your eyes 

 and see the punishment of the wicked. 

 9Because you have made the LORD your refuge, 

 the Most High your dwelling place, 

 10no evil shall befall you, 

 no scourge come near your tent. 

 11For he will command his angels concerning you 

 to guard you in all your ways. 

 12On their hands they will bear you up, 

 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone. 
 13You will tread on the lion and the adder, 

 the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot. 

 14Those who love me, I will deliver; 

 I will protect those who know my name. 

 15When they call to me, I will answer them; 

 I will be with them in trouble,  I will rescue them and honor them. 

 16With long life I will satisfy them, 

 and show them my salvation. 
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HYMN                                               ELW #787                                    On Eagles Wings 
 

"On Eagle's Wings" is a devotional Hymn by Michael Joncas. He wrote it over time in the 
late 1970’s It wasn’t recorded until 1979.  Its words are based on Psalm 91,[1] Book of 
Exodus 19, and Gospel of Matthew 13 It has been performed by many artist but 
possibly it’s most memorable was many of the funeral services for victims of  911. The 
words have such powerful meaning that it is also used at weddings.   

 

A A reading from Revelation  

 

SECOND READING                                                          Revelation 1:4-8 

The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ experienced by a Christian 

prophet named John. Here he describes Christ as a timeless redeemer, the beginning, present, 

and end of all time. 

 
4John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  

  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven 

spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the 

dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  

  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom, 

priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; 

  every eye will see him, 

 even those who pierced him; 

  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 

So it is to be. Amen. 

 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, 

the Almighty. 

  

A Word of God, Word of life. 

C Thanks be to God.   

 

HYMN                                               ELW #856                                         How Great Thou Art 

 

How Great Thou Art is based on a Swedish traditional poem and melody that were written by 

Carl Boberg.   It was translated by an English missionary Stuart K. Hine who added two verses. 

There are some versions that have as many as nine verses, ours only has four.  It is said that the 

words came to Boberg when he was walking home from church and a thundercloud appeared and 

lighting was flashing.  After the storm’s strong winds and lightening ended the air was fresh and 

the lake was like a mirror. He could hear the thrushes and the church bells.  

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Joncas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psalm_91
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/On_Eagle%27s_Wings#cite_note-philly-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Exodus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Exodus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Matthew
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Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 

P           The Holy Gospel according to John the 20th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL                                John20:19-31 

The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen Jesus appears to his 

fearful disciples. A week later, after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the blessings 

of the resurrection are also for those who “have not seen and yet believe.” 
 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 

disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 

disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 

Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 

retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I 

see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 

his side, I will not believe.” 

 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 

doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said 

to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 

Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, 

“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have come to believe.” 

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 

book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 

of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ 
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Sit 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                               ELW #390                                    The Risen Christ 

 

Nigel Weaver wrote this hymn at a meeting of the Hymn Society in Toronto in 1993.  No one 

knows  if the speaker bored or inspired him. He set it to a tune written by Phil Madeira.  

     

NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

A Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, 

 people in need, and all of creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

A Holy One who acts righteously, equip your church as witnesses of your goodness to go 

 and tell others of your abundant love, that they may believe that Jesus is our salvation and 

 life. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Renew your people’s commitment to use resources responsibly and to live well with your 

 creation. Invite us to recognize and nurture signs of resurrection life in the natural world. 

 God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Direct those who are given human authority to lead with humility and compassion. By 

 your Holy Spirit channel their attention toward serving those who are most in need. God, 

 in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Uphold your children who cry out to you (especially). Wherever people are overcome by 

 the fear of death, breathe into them your life and peace. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Inspire those who lead your people in worship and praise (especially the art and music 

 ministries of this congregation). With joyful motion and sound, send us forth with praise 

 that we cannot keep to ourselves. God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A Give us the words of your saints who, like Thomas, boldly confessed your Son as Lord 

 and God. With Jesus our leader, empower us to live according to his ways. God, in your 

 mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

Please do not leave your pew, pass the peace to those in your family group as you wish but to 

others by waves or other hand signs 
 

Sit 

OFFERING                          Fourth Sunday: Barnyard Boxes- ELCA Good Gifts 
Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries. 

Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a regular gift 

to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our special 

project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering buckets. 

The  plate will be presented to the altar by the ushers at this time 
 

OFFERING HYMN                  ELW #515                         Break Now the Bread of Life

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

A Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, 

 and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal,  and show us 

 your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our 

 Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

P It is indeed right our duty and our joy, … And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 
 

SANCTUS
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+EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

 Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

 Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams. 

 Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will. 

 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

 the Word made flesh. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

P Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died.  Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

 full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  

 We look with hope for his coming. 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word 

 take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on 

 earth.. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the 

 Most High, one God, now and forever.. 

C Amen 
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LORD'S PRAYER  

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.  Amen 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 

Sit 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

The presiding minister and the assisting ministers receive the bread and wine and then give them 

to those who come to receive. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to 

each communicant: 

 The body of Christ, given for you. 

 The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

The communicant may say "Amen." 
 

Follow the usher’s instructions to approach the altar. Communion will be by individual cup, the 

communicant stands before the Pastor to receive the bread, then Assisting Minister will hand you 

the cup the cup of wine. Gluten-free communion wafers are available upon request.  Simply tell 

the pastor at the time of communion.   If you are unable to consume alcohol, please inform the 

assisting minister when it is your turn to receive the wine, and you will be given a wine substitute. 

There is a basket for the used cups 
 

SILENT MEDITATION 
While others are receiving communion you are invited to reflect on the readings, the sermon and the music of 
the day.  
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Stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of 

 life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. 

C Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

  

SENDING HYMN                            ELW #361                           The Day of Resurrection  

 

This hymn is based on a poem from the 7th century by St. John Damascus. He is known for 

writing six canons for major festivals.    After his father’s death John a life of wealth and 

luxury  but  John became dissatisfied with his life.  He gave away his possessions, freed his 

slaves and entered a monastery near Jerusalem.  

 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

Thanks be to God. 
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SERVING AT TRINITY 

 

Ministers: Every member of the congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dennis Smith 

Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas  

Parish Secretary: Chris McNamara 

Council President: Terry Vear 

Vice-President: Suzanne Sponsler 

Treasurer: Chris McNamara 

Secretary: Sandra Dufur 

Council Members:  Warren Bartels, Johncie Langston, Brad Otterbein, Joe Painter, Gene 

Stockford-Shively, and Patti Weber  

 

SERVING TODAY: 

Presiding Minister: Cathy Shively  

Assisting Minister: Warren Bartels 

Communion Assistant: Tom Stockford- Shively  

Ushers: Chris McNamara and Suzanne Sponsler 
 

 

ADDITIONAL SERVICES 

Altar Guild: Tom Stockford-Shively 

Offering Counters: Gene Stockford-Shively and Sandra Dufur 

Videographer: Gene Stockford-Shively 

 

FLOWERS – The flowers on the altar today are given by Keith & Amy Otterbein for Theo’s 

second birthday.   

 

 

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission  

under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


