A father’s love
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The greatest longing in the heart of a child is for the love of his or her father.  There are many issues within families today however, nothing just happens.  Many of the root problems of most families today is the lack of strong paternal leadership from within the family. 
The results have been devastating, many of which are the result of the loss of a father due to death, abandonment, rejection, divorce, drugs, violence, alcoholism or imprisonment. Fatherhood is extremely important to the health of the family, our culture and community. The family is important to society. As the family goes, so goes society and the nation. 
So, why isn’t Johnny becoming the man he has the potential to be? In other words, who equipped Johnny to function as an effective leader of the family? Make no mistake about it. There is reason why Johnny can’t father or be the husband his family needs him to be. 
It is very likely that he did not have a father who was active, nurturing and present emotionally, physically and spiritually in his life. Johnny’s grand-father may have also been absent from his father’s life. And it doesn’t matter what you say or do, men can’t teach their sons what they never learned from their fathers until they are empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
The family is in crisis. There is a desperate cry for male leadership in homes, communities and churches. The family is at stake and the risks are too great. If this major outbreak of absent fathers and dysfunctional families is to be remedied, we must once again consider the biblical plan for godly fathers. 
There is no Plan B, Plan A is that men would train their sons to become godly men. This calls for on-site, hands-on training and instruction. A father’s task is to equip his son to become the family leader, shepherd, protector and provider. When this does not take place, the family structure collapses due to the lack of male leadership in the home.
Unfortunately, there are some men who have been allowed to lose sight of their children. They think that their children don’t need their love, affection, training, attention, affirmation or nurturing. Children are being left to figure life out on their own. Their picking up bits and pieces from the media, music, books, internet, and peers.  
As a result the number of children who commit suicide is up. The number of runaways is up. The degree of scholastic incompetence is up. The number of abortions is up. The amount of child abuse and incest is up.  Gangs, violence and juvenile crime is up. The frequency of premarital sex and teen pregnancy is up. Substance abuse and addiction is up. 
 Additionally, without a fathers love today’s children will continue to grow up with a distorted view of effective parenting and gender roles. Young boys are suffering because they are not being taught how to become a competent leader. 
Young men are learning by example that a real man don’t cry, but has to be tough, violent, non-emotional and non-expressive with his woman and children.  However, when young boys are deprived of instruction in responsibility, character development and godly leadership how can they be expected to mature into effective fathers? 
How do they transition from boys to men? Many young men are angry and their mothers are just as angry because they understand that they are being deprived. Today’s young men are suffering from total abandonment and rejection. Their spirits are broken and they have no sense of identity. Our young men are struggling to discover who they are and why they are here.

Have you ever looked into the eyes of a neglected child deprived of the benefits of a functional loving, life giving home? The father is the one who gives the child his or her identity. He equips that child to cope with the pressures of life. A child’s ability or inability to thrive is linked to the job that his father does. When a father loves his child, his love builds their significance. When a father bonds with his child, it builds the child’s sense of belongingness. 
When a father leads his child, he is building their identity. When a father equips his child, this builds their competence. Without a fathers love, bonding, leadership and equipping a child is at-risk of being emotionally, socially, mentally and spiritually crippled. Every child need a fathers love in order to flourish, prosper and succeed.
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