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Recruiting a SARS Defense

Author: Andrew Pollack Date: Thursday, Apr. 17,2003
Publication: International Herald Tribune (European Edition) (Paris, France) Issue: 37358
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President Seeks $6.1bn Increase in Security
Spending

Author: Demetri Sevastopulo Date: Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2004

Publication: Financial Times (London, England) Issue: 35,367

President seeks $6.1bn increase in security spending

By Demetri Sevastopulo

in Washington

President George W.Bush
yesterday asked Congress to
increase spending on home-
land security by $6.1bn to
protect the US from terrorist
attacks.

In his budget request for
fiscal 2005, Mr Bush
requested $47.4bn in spend-
ing on homeland security,
which would represent a 15
per cent increase over fiscal
2004. The president’s plan

provides the Department of
Homeland Security, the
183,000-employee agency cre-
ated in the wake of the Sep-
tember 11 2001 attacks, with
a budget of $30.5bn. This is a
9.7 per cent increase.

Mr Bush is faeing growing
criticism from Democrats
and fiscally conservative
Republicans over a balloon-
ing federal budget deficit,
which is expected to be more
than §521bn in 2004. But
most politicians have sup-
ported increased spending

on homeland security while
the threat of attacks on the
US remains

One of the largest
increases in the White House
budget is on border and
transportation security,
which would see an increase
of $1.7bn to $17.1bn. The
request includes an addi-
tional $900m for the Trans-
port Security Administration
tp fund measures to improve
aviation security, some of
which would be used to
improve screening at US air-

ports. Increased concern
about hijackings has led to
several US-bound flights
from Europe being cancelled
over the past two months.

The budget includes $60m
to develop technology to pro-
tect aeroplanes against the
threat of portable anti- air-
craft missiles. US airlines,
which are battling to restore
profitability, consistently
argue that the government
should pick up the cost of
developing the technology to
protect their flights

Under the budget plan,
$340m would be provided to
fund the Department of
Homeland Security’s
USVisit, a controversial pro-
gramme designed to improve
the ability to track when vis-
itors enter and leave the US.
The plan also earmarks an
additional $100m for the
so-called Detention and
Removal programme, which
aims to catch and deport
alien fugitives.

Democrats have repeatedly
criticised the Bush adminis-

tration for not doing enough
to protect US ports against
possible attacks. As the
November presidential elec-
tion approaches, Mr Bush's
budget asks for $2bn for port
security, which includes
$100m in new funding to
help the Coast Guard ensure
that foreign vessels comply
with new international port
security rules.

The oudget also includes
$450m in new spending to
expand the Container Secu-
rity Initiative to pre-screen

cargo containers, another
area where Democrats in
particular have argued
that the US is still vulnera-
ble.

The budget asks for
83.4bn, a 19 per cent increase
on 2004, to help defend the
US against catastrophic
, such as biological,
chemical or nuclear attacks.
It also asks for $2.5bn for
Project Bioshield, a pro-
gramme to develop new vac:
cines and medication to
counter biological attacks.
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Companies profit off back of terror threat

Author: Gary Ingrid Duncan Mansell Date: Monday, Aug. 9, 2004
Publication: The Times (London, England) Issue: 68149

THE TIMES MONDAY AUGUST 9 2004
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BUSINESS

Companies
profit off
back of

terror

By Gary Duncan
and Ingrid Mansell

BILLIONS of dollars are be-
ing pumped into high-tech
companies as the US Govern-
ment boosts spending on
security in an attempt to
protect the country from a
terrorist attack.

The ballooning budget of
the new Department of Home-
land Security (DHS) is offer-
ing a new and large source of
revenue for companies, says
Merrill Lynch, the investment
bank. The pile of money is
also spilling across the Atlan-
tic where British companies
are profiting from the increas-
ing security consciousness.

America’s homeland sec-
urity budget has more than
doubled to $4011 billion (£21.8
billion) since the DHS was cre-
ated in 2001 in the aftermath
of the September 11 attacks on
New York and Washington.

“While the jury is out on
how these programmes will
affect the economy and our
productive capacity as we
become more of a wartime
economy, it is clear that
certain sectors within the
defence industry stand to
benefit,” Merrill's Jose Rasco
notes.

“This is especially true for

threat

those in the technologically
driven, productivity enhanc-
ing areas of the defence
industry.”

Other analysts believe the
benefits of the massive securi-
ty drive will spill over into
other high technology sectors,
including electronics and the
biotech industries, both in
America and in leading
developed economies includ-
ing the UK.

Justin Urquhart Stewart, of
Seven Investment Manage-
ment, the asset manager, said
UK businesses — such as
Smiths Group's detection oper-
ation, Chemring and Ultra
Electronics — were already
profiting from the burgeoning
US security expenditure.

“There have been huge
gains by high-tech develop-
ment companies,” Mr Urqu-
hart Stewart said. “This is
where we are seeing growth in
the British defence industry
— not in the traditional, big
industrial companies, but in
smaller, specialist high-tech
ones.”

The big opportunities for
companies are emphasised by
the wide sweep of the DHS's
activities and spending plans.
Key programmes in the
department’s 2005 budget
include:

GETTY IMAGES

M $890 million for explosive
detection systems at US air-

ports;

W $5.3 billion for transport se-
curity, including improved
screening of passengers and
baggage, with $400 million of
new baggage screening tech-
nology at airports;

M $25 billion under Ameri-
ca’s 2004 Project BioShield
Act for the stockpiling of
drugs and vaccines to prepare
for the threat of chemical or
biological attacks;

W An extra $79.8 million for

High-tech companies are finding a g

ing source of

the DHS’s National Cyber Se-
curity Division, in charge of as-
sessing terrorist threats to key
computer systems in the pub-
lic and private sector;

W $50 million for new screen-
ing and detection technology
at ports.

The scale of the build-up in
security spending, as well as
the steep increase in more
traditional defence spending
on the US Armed Forces, has
created concern among some
analysts over potential dam-
age to America’s economic

from g t

performance. These activities
are seen by economists as fre-
quently inefficient and their
rapid expansion could under-
cut US productivity growth
across the economy as a
whole.

But Mr Rasco believes that
use of next generation equip-
ment in many of the new
security programmes could
mean greater efficiency as
well as potential spin-off
benefits.

“Many of the technologies
being purchased and imple-

on security to avert terrorism

mented in the DHS are
designed to increase security
on US shores with cutting-
edge technologies,” he argued
in his recent research. .

“The good news is that they
areuo‘.&m highly productive as
well.

Mr Rasco also suggests that
the development of high-tech
security projects could lead to
commercial spin-offs in the
same way as America’s 1960s
Apollo drive to reach the
Moon led to products such as
Teflon.
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BRIEFLY

AMERICAS

= WASHINGTON
Senate approves
anti-bioterror program

The Senate unanimously approved
legislation on Wednesday to
encourage drug and vaccine makers
to develop countermeasures against
a potentially devastating bioterror
attack.

The $5.6 billion, 10-year Project
BioShield program, approved by a
vote of 99 to 0, creates incentives for
research and basically guarantees a
market for treatments, antidotes and
vaccines that would otherwise not
find a viable commercial niche.

(Reuters)

u CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida:
NASA’s efforts to return its aging
space shuttles to flight will siphon so
many workers away from operations
to work on safety that the program
could be plagued by a shortage of
employees in the future, an oversight
group warned Wednesday.

Since the Columbia disintegrated
upon re-entry in 2003, NASA has
created three departments focused
on safety and engineering, making
them independent of the shuttle pro-
gram. But those departments are be-
ing staffed by workers from other
shuttle operations who are not nec-
essarily being replaced, the Return
to Flight Task Force said. (Reuters)

= BOSTON: Governor Mitt Rom-
ney demanded copies of all marriage
applications issued by the four muni-
cipalities that openly defied his
policy on same-sex licenses, and an
official said Wednesday that the gov-
ernor was thinking of seeking court
action. City and town clerks in
Provincetown, Worcester, Spring-
field and Somerville were ordered to
hand over the documents Tuesday, a
day after each issued marriage li-
censes to out-of-state residents. (AP)

® WASHINGTON: A sixth-grade
Muslim girl in Oklahoma can wear a
head scarf to school under a settle-
ment between the school district and
the U.S. Justice Department, officials
said Wednesday. The six-year agree-
ment also requires the Muskogee
Public School District to change its
dress code to allow exceptions for
religious reasons. (AP)

® CARACAS: The vice president
on Wednesday criticized the pro-
posed new U.S. ambassador for urg-
ing other countries to be more in-
volved in helping resolve Venezuela’s
political crisis. “The new ambassa-
dor’s work in Venezuela has gotten
off to a bad start,” Vice President
José Vicente Rangel said of William
Brownfield, President George W.
Bush’s nominee for ambassador to
Venezuela. (AP)

Author: (AP) Date:

Thursday, May 20, 2004
Publication: International Herald
Tribune (European Edition) (Paris,
France) Issue: 37696
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Drug problem

Date: Saturday, Apr. 24, 2004
Publication: The Economist (London, England) Volume: 371 , Issue: 8372

Page 6 of 12


https://go-gale-com.proxy.lib.ohio-state.edu/ps/aboutJournal.do?contentModuleId=ECON-1&resultClickType=AboutThisPublication&actionString=DO_DISPLAY_ABOUT_PAGE&searchType=BasicSearchForm&docId=GALE%7C4GUW&userGroupName=colu44332&inPS=true&rcDocId=GALE%7CGP4100344575&prodId=GDCS&pubDate=120040424

Page 7 of 12



BRIEFLY

UNITED STATES

= NEW YORK
Officer is investigated
after subway explosion

A police officer who said he was
traumatized by the terrorist attack
on the World Trade Center has
become a possible suspect in an
explosion in a subway station in
Times Square.

Investigators believe Joseph
Rodriguez, who reported the small
pipe bomb explosion, may have
planted it, a senior police official
said. Stuart London, a lawyer for
Rodriguez, said the officer denies
responsibility.

Rodriguez, 27, was due to retire on
psychological disability Wednesday,
London said. The officer has not
been charged with a crime. (AP)

® CHARLESTON, West Virginia
Worker suspended
for mistreating poultry

A supplier for Kentucky Fried
Chicken suspended a worker without
pay and was investigating three
others after an animal rights group
released video of workers kicking
and stomping birds and throwing
them against walls at a West Virginia
plant.

The video had been made secretly
at the Pilgrim’s Pride plant in
Moorefield, West Virginia, by an
investigator for People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals who
worked there from October to May.

The president and chief operating
officer of Pilgrim’s Pride, O. B.
Goolsby, said in a statement late
Tuesday that the company had
ordered managers at all 25 of its
plants to educate workers about
animal welfare policies. (AP)

® NASHVILLE, Tennessee
Vehicle explodes
in hotel parking lot

A sport utility vehicle exploded in
a parking lot at Nashville’s largest
hotel, killing one man inside.

The authorities said they
suspected a homemade bomb had
been involved. An FBI agent said
there was no reason to suspect
terrorism.

The explosion occurred late
Tuesday about a half-mile, or a
kilometer, from the main entrance of
Gaylord Opryland Resort and
Convention Center. (AP)

® WASHINGTON: President
George W. Bush signed legislation
‘Wednesday to encourage develop-
ment of drugs and vaccines to
counter the effects of attacks using
biological and chemical weapons.
The $5.6 billion, 10-year Project
BioShield program expands research
incentives in the public and private
sectors for development of treat-
ments, antidotes and vaccines that
would otherwise not find viable
commercial niches. (Reuters)

Briefly

Author: (Reuters) Date:

Thursday, July 22, 2004
Publication: International Herald
Tribune (European Edition) (Paris,
France) Issue: 37750
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FBI and CIA to Form New Terrorism Watch
Center

Author: David Johnston Date: Thursday, Jan. 30, 2003
Publication: International Herald Tribune (European Edition) (Paris, France) Issue: 37292
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Nothing to Fear but Fear Itself, and Some
Side-effects

Author: Clive Cookson Date: Saturday, Feb. 1, 2003
Publication: Financial Times (London, England) Issue: 35,057

Nothing to fear but fear
itself, and some side-effects

Vaccination plans
against a smallpox
attack could prove
dangerous, writes
Clive Cookson

ust as the US started a

programme to vaccinate

500,000 healthcare workers
against smallpox this week, a
scientific and medical back-
lash was beginning. The terri-
ble spectre of a bioterrorist
attack has taken smallpox to
the top of the political and
media agenda but experts
are questioning the extent of
the threat.

Virologists warned that the
vision of millions of people
dying if terrorists managed to
reintroduce smallpox to a
world from which it was eradi-
cated in the 1970s was causing
unnecessary alarm - and
would only worsen the panic
in the event of an attack.

The most outspoken was
John Oxford, professor of virol-
ogy at Queen Mary’s medical
school, London. “The smallpox
virus is an old plodder, not a

sure-footed fast-moving virus
like 'flu or measles,” he told a
press briefing in London.

His comments raised the
question of whether the US
has overreacted to the threat.

In the US, fears of the side-
effects of vaccination are
already beginning to replace
the terror of smallpox in the
public consciousness. Many
health workers are refusing
the vaccine and there are signs
that the uptake could be less
than half the level the Bush
administration had hoped.

Although safer “next genera-
tion” vaccines are under devel-
opment, the only sort available
now consists of a live virus
called vaccinia, which is
closely related to smallpox and
can itself cause a nasty dis-
ease. According to the US Cen-
tres for Disease Control, vac-
cinia is likely to cause one or
two deaths per million people
vaccinated and about 1,000
serious reactions.

Another worry is that small-
pox precautions are draining
resources from other public
health programmes. “Staff
members who worked in com-
municable disease control are

now focusing exclusively on
smallpox,” said Patrick Libbey,
executive director of the
National Association of
County and City Health Offi-
cials. This, he argued, would
damage the healthcare sys-
tem’'s “ability to prevent and
respond to influenza, child-
hood diseases, contaminated
drinking water, food-borne ill-
ness and chronic diseases”.

The US was not the only
country in danger of being dis-
tracted, Prof Oxford said in
London. “It would not take
much to divert all of us [infec-
tious disease specialists] into
anthrax and smallpox, when
we should be focusing on the
great natural killers such as
HIV, TB and influenza.”

Yet smallpox is the disease
at the heart of Project Bio-
shield, the $6bn biodefence
programme announced by
President George W. Bush in
his State of the Union address.
Dick Cheney, vice-president, is
thought to take a particularly
close interest in smallpox and
to have been central in formu-
lating the administration’s
ambitious bioterror policy.

Smallpox is a greater danger
than toxins such as anthrax,
ricin or botulinum, because it
is a communicable disease that
kills about one-third of unvac:
cinated people who are
infected. Intelligence experts
say terrorists might conceiv-
ably have got hold of smallpox
from the former Soviet Union,
while it is also possible that
Iraq holds stocks of indigenous
virus collected 30 years ago,
before the disease was eradi-
cated from that country.

ut research in this
Bweek's New England

Journal of Medicine
shows that smallpox is less
infectious than its reputation
would suggest. The virus is
spread by “close respiratory
contact” - you normally need
to be within about a metre of
someone breathing over you to
pick up his or her germs.

The scenario of a single
infected terrorist triggering a
huge global outbreak of the
disease by wandering around
New York is not plausible.

“Smallpox as a terrorist
weapon corresponds more

threat: concerns about terrorists’ use of the smallpox virus may be overblown Science Photo Library

closely to a grenade than to a
catastrophic ‘dirty’ bomb or
even a dissemination of
anthrax spores,” said Thomas
Mack, an epidemiologist at the
University of Southern Calif-
ornia’s Keck Medical School.

His blunt assessment was
that vaccination could cause
more harm than good: “A ter-
rorist introduction of smallpo;
could produce a short out-
break of cases and deathspbut
the current [US] vaccination
policy will provide little pro-
tection and the cost in deaths
from vaccine complications
will outweigh any benefit.”

Although direct side-effects
of vaccination are well known
in medical circles, another risk
is much less discussed - trans-
mission of vaccinia virus to
unvaccinated people.

This was responsible for 12
of the 68 vaccine-related
deaths in the US during the
1960s, and could have serious
consequences if nurses and
doctors were vaccinated in
hospitals full of patients with
weakened immune systems.
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Quiet Cheney Accrues Power and Influence

Author: Elisabeth Bumiller and Eric Schmitt Date: Saturday-Sunday, February 1-2, 2003
Publication: International Herald Tribune (European Edition) (Paris, France) Issue: 37294

Quiet Cheney accrues

power and

influence

‘Adviser and counselor’ to president

By Elisabeth Bumiller

and Eric Schmitt

ﬁuﬁm

mmumn. As the White House

buzzed with preparations for the State

ﬁﬂﬂ Union address and some allies

the administration’s march
war in Iraq, President George

and %Pﬁdent Dick
) pulled up irs Monday

s sacrosanct, administration -
said: No one but the steward was
Mmtbesmll room off the
Oval Office. Aftes
%mm ident has largely di
I president Y
nnwdhmwbﬂcviewsinoehisl::;g-
profile campaign rances last au-
tumn. But he is invisible to the
t, the man Cheney's aides call
constituent.
A! start of the third year of the
i m;dmmmmn,wmueﬂouseoiﬁ-
i dlhlnduumdeadvuensay(:heney
ever more powerful. In the last three
| momlu, he has immersed himself in
three critical areas: national security,
:Momyanddomuﬁcdef&me

§:§

I

focused on economy and security

on social issues like education, Social

Security or prescriptiol

said, he did serve as mediator among
warring factions in the Justice Depart-
ment and the White House counsel’s of-
fice over the president’s denunciation
of the Unmn;sxty of M:chlgan‘s race-

"Hewa.smmlvedllhehe is:

biof

say he has studied and worried about
for years. When he made an unan-
nounced trip last summer to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention
in Atlanta, administration officials said,

he asked intensive questions about the |

vulnerability of America to biological
attack.

Dissatisfied with what he heard
about the s plans to respond toa
i outbreak of smallpox, the
vice president returned
andsetupdmensof

meetings, %
his home, with scientists, CIA officers

, State of the Union address He was
Wlmthecremon of the president’s
billion economic

e, Cheney

out on Tuesday night, and closed

ha sober warning: “We will not per-

a brutal dictator with ties to terror
record of reckless

— and the fact that

designs on
himself — are important
his deep influence.
vwepresﬂem:xnotlookmgto
esident,” Andrew Card Jr, the
‘House chief of staff, said in an in-
w. “Do you know how unusual
is? He is here to be an adviser and
lor to the president.”
e Cheney spends almost no time

pr =

Mmmxsﬁatmn officials say Cheney’s that

suggesﬁnmmeptforom a call r
American to be vaccinated for
x. To the president, the idea
excessive. But the episode illus-
trates how Cheney immerses himself
with great secrecy in the most momen-
tous issues before the Bush administra-

hun,tbenmueﬂydmeshnmugh

of government,
‘Heamtthcogteamnﬂm Ie

Bush are focused on this,” said a senior

culwhowm‘ksmthc:haneyonbmter-

rorism. “What he has excelled at is push-
ing the system because of who he is.”

At the White House, officials say,

i for an at-

advocated by Secretary of State Colin
Powell. He takes one of the hardest
lines at the White House against North
Korea, and has long been the adminis-

tration’s most outspoken critic of Yasser
t, the Palestinian leader.
The job, Cheney’s friends say, suits
him. He can both counsel the president
and plunge into the subjects that in-
terest him, using the full powers of his

Vice President Cheney, “not looking to be president,” walking behind George Bush.

office to assemble facts and marshal his
arguments, wil

feel
sure himself to voters.
wan:{“sﬂ{d and opaque, with a his-

pmidency. ey S

not disdainful, of the public obligations
of his job. The vice ident rarely
gives interviews, i i
gohcy
example — at his mountain home in a

gated community in Jackson, Wyoming,

where he keeps in touch with theWhme
House via vi rence.

Cheney has avoided all questions
about his conduct as chief executive at
Halliburton, the energy company un-
der investigation by the Securities and
Exchange Commﬁaﬁﬁd“ixs for its ::gloug;

practices. He has also re; ly de-
cll‘gud to identify the people who were
col mdbyhumezgytaskﬁm:em
2001.

Both Cheney and Bush have said that
the vice president, who turned 62 on

Doug Mills/The New York Times

Thursday, will be on the ticket again in
2004, barring complications with his
health.whmhhxsphyﬂmnnshavesaldls

Onnannnal security, Cheney has been
consumed by planning for the pohtutal
reconstruction of a post-Saddam m
The plan, so far, is for an American
itary commander to run the countr
alongside a civilian administrator, wi
an eventual transition to an Iragi-led
government. Toward that end, Cheney
met for 45 minutes in his office in mid-
January with Barham Salih, the ofp
minister of the eastern portion of Iraq’s
Kurdish zone and one [r:: several poten-
l.n
“He asked questions that signaled to
me he's dw&y involved in this pro-
cess," Salih said. “We talked about the

of transition.”

On'the economy, Cheney was a fnme—
ful advocate of the centerpiece of the
president’s economic plan, the elimina-
tion of the tax on stock dividends. Aides
said he immersed himself in the kind of
detail that the president avoids.
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AR AT LS S ol
Bush presses

home a sense of
creeping danger

By James Harding
in Washington

At moments when George
W. Bush has to make a call
on the priorities of his presi-
dency, Karl Rove, his chief
political adviser, is said to
remind him that above all he
is a “wartime president”. In
his State of the Union
address on Tuesday night,
Mr Bush reminded the
American people of the same
thing.

Much like America, Mr
Bush portrayed himself as a
president whose destiny was
recast on September 11 2001:
“In the ruins of two towers,
at the western wall of the
Pentagon, on a field in Penn-
sylvania, this nation made a
pledge: whatever the dura-
tion of this struggle, and
whatever the difficulties, we
will not permit the triumph
of violence in the affairs of
men - free people will set
the course of history.”

The terrcrist attacks and
the threat of an even greater
catastrophe shape Mr Bush’s
sense of his presidency, and
they were at the heart of his
annual message to Congress.

This belief in an unknow-
able danger informed the
most alarming, if unproven,
assertion of his address: that
Saddam Hussein “could pro-
vide one of his hidden weap-
ons to terrorists” and “bring
a day of horror like none we
have ever known”.

In one of the most heart-
felt moments of his speech,
Mr Bush said: “We will do
everything in our power to

make sure that day never
comes.” He called on Con-
gress to support $6bn
(£3.6bn) of funding for Proj-
ect Bioshield - to provide
Americans with vaccines
and treatments against
anthrax, botulinum toxin,
ebola and plague.

In the “decisive days that
lie ahead”, Mr Bush set out
to convince Americans that
he is a reluctant warrior pre-
pared to make the “most
profound decision a presi-
dent can make”.

But Mr Bush is choosing
to make that decision just as
he burdens a presidency
sinking in popularity with a
weighty domestic agenda.

A jobless and anaemic eco-
nomic recovery, teetering
consumer confidence, senior
citizens anxious about soar-
ing healthcare costs and
vocal opposition over Iraq
from European allies and a
growing anti-war movement
at home have all conspired
to take the sheen off Mr
Bush in the past two
months. His approval ratings
are back to levels seen
before September 11.

Still, the president has
chosen to stick with his
staunchly conservative
agenda — cutting taxes and
reforming Medicare. Thomas
Mann, a political analyst at
the Brookings Institution,
noted this would be a hefty
task even at a time of peace.

Mr Bush, according to Mr
Mann, “will continue to be a
very polarising president”.
The polls, not Mr Rove, are
likely to remind him of that.

Bush Presses
Home a Sense of
Creeping
Danger
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