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The complex of woods provides much of the 
interest in this tetrad, including some 
important breeding species in the local 
context. The only confirmed breeding records 
from the recent atlas of Firecrest (at House 
Wood) and Willow Warbler (at Bluehouse 
Wood) were in TR13N, as well as the only 
probable breeding records of Garden Warbler 
(at Bluehouse Wood, Cowtye Wood and 
Heane Wood).  
 
Confirmed breeding of Mandarin, probable 
Tufted Duck, Buzzard, Stock Dove and 
Nuthatch, and possible Little Grebe, Hobby, 
Cuckoo and Marsh Tit were other highlights 
from the wooded areas, whilst the 
surrounding open country holds breeding Red-
legged Partridge, Sky Lark, Meadow Pipit, 
Linnet, Yellowhammer and Reed Bunting. In 
winter Woodcock frequent the woods, with 
small numbers of Siskin and Redpoll, and 
occasionally Brambling or Crossbill. 

 
The farmland areas attract Lapwings, sometimes joined by a few Golden Plovers, and winter thrushes, whilst flooded 
areas can hold Green Sandpiper (particularly the field opposite the bridleway to Bluehouse). The lake in Chesterfield 
Wood can hold good numbers of wintering wildfowl, with peak counts of 23 Mandarin, 32 Gadwall, 40 Pintail and 
180 Teal, and occasionally attracts Wigeon, Shoveler and Pochard, with single records of Garganey and Goldeneye. 
 

 
 

Garden Warbler at Heane Wood 

 
 

Mandarin at Chesterfield Wood 



Ravens have been seen regularly since 2013 and may breed in future ς Ticehurst in his A History of the Birds of Kent 
mentions ά{ŀƭǘǿƻƻŘ tŀǊƪέ as a historic nesting site.  
 
Spotted Flycatcher and Redstart have occurred on passage, whilst flyover raptors in recent years have involved Red 
Kite, Marsh Harrier, Hen Harrier, Goshawk and Rough-legged Buzzard, and in autumn 2008 a satellite-tracked Osprey 
from Loch Garten spent two weeks in the area. Notable oddities have included Hooded Crow, Waxwing and Black-
bellied Dipper. 
 

 
 

Buzzard at Sandling 
 

 
 

Osprey at Chesterfield Wood 

 
 

Teal at Chesterfield Wood 
 



 
 

Chesterfield Wood 
 

 
 

Looking south-east towards Bluehouse Wood 



Prior to their population declines, the tetrad formerly held breeding Turtle Dove, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and 
Willow Tit, and probably Nightingale and Wood Warbler, and there have been a number of other interesting 
historical sightings in the tetrad. The first county record of Red-footed Falcon occurred in Sandling Park in the early 
part of the summer of 1862 and formed part of the collection of Mayor William Deedes of Saltwood Castle, having 
been shot by his gamekeeper, a Mr. B. Turner. 
 
In the 1950s H. Schreiber was generating records from the Sandling Park area. Little is known of the observer but he 
was evidently also a bird ringer, and his captures included four dark-breasted Barn Owls during very hard weather in 
January 1960. Perhaps the most significant observation he made was of Golden Orioles seen or heard near Sandling 
Station in the breeding season for four successive years from 1954. Also of note were regular records of Crossbills at 
Sandling Park, and singles there of Rough-legged Buzzard, Corncrake, Quail and Hoopoe, with some very notable 
counts of Mallard, Sparrowhawk, Grey Partridge, Water Rail, Woodcock and Jay, some of which are still record totals 
to date. 
  

 
 

Looking north towards Sandling Park 
 
Access and Parking 
 
There are several lay-bys on the A20 where it is possible to park for free or there are pay and display car parks at 
Sandling Station (£3.60 per day on weekdays, £2.20 on Saturdays or £1.00 on Sundays/Bank Holidays ς as at March 
2019) or just to the south of the tetrad at Brockhill Country Park (see TR13 M for details). Sandling Station is on the 
main Folkestone to Ashford train line and is also served by Stagecoach buses (see their website for details). 
 
The network of footpaths and bridleways run through or adjacent to most of the main wooded areas. Sandling Park 
is usually open to the public on just one day each year, in May (look out for details on the www.pilgrimshospices.org 
website). 
 
  

http://www.pilgrimshospices.org/


Other Natural History 
 
A number of groups have received very little attention here and there is clear potential to extend several of the lists 
that are given at the end, particularly as there is some decent woodland habitat within the tetrad. Moth trapping 
since 2016 has greatly enlarged the lepidoptera list and revealed a number of very notable residents, including the 
Red Data Book species Olive Crescent, the nationally scarce White-banded Carpet and the Mocha, and recent 
colonists Dusky Hook-tip and Catoptria verellus (Marbled Grass-veneer). Others include Gold Swift, Red-necked 
Footman, Barred Hook-tip, the Suspected and Scarce Silver-lines. Clifden Nonpareil was recorded for the first time in 
2019 and might be becoming established.  
 
Rarer migrants that have been recorded are Loxostege sticticalis (Diamond-spot Pearl), Blair's Mocha, Beautiful 
Snout, the Vestal and Cydia amplana (Vagrant Piercer). 
 
This recent coverage has begun to reveal a rich diversity of micro moths including some particularly noteworthy 
species in Bisigna procerella (Kent Tubic), Teleiodes luculella (Crescent Groundling), Spatalistis bifasciana (Small 
Purple Button), Hysterophora maculosana (Bluebell Conch), Assara terebrella (Dark Spruce Knot-horn), Rhodophaea 
formosa (Beautiful Knot-horn), Cryptoblabes bistriga (Double-striped Knot-horn) and Agrotera nemoralis (Beautiful 
Pearl) as well as a significant number that have not been recorded in any other local tetrads to date: Triaxomera 
fulvimitrella (Four-spotted Clothes Moth), Argyresthia glabratella (Spruce Argent), Batrachedra pinicolella (Pine 
Cosmet), Ancylis mitterbacheriana (Red Roller), Epinotia tedella (Common Spruce Bell), Gypsonoma oppressana 
(Poplar Shoot), Pammene germmana (Black Piercer) and Pammene ochsenheimeriana (Black-patch Piercer). 
 

 
 

Olive Crescent at Cowtye Wood 

 
 

White-banded Carpet at Heane Wood 
 

 
 

The Mocha at Cowtye Wood 

 
 

Catoptria verellus at Cowtye Wood 
 


