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UNIT III (1754-1800) Ch. 5 Student Outline – THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION AND 

CONFEDERATION 

1. Describe the main idea behind colonies sending delegates to the First Continental Congress 
(what was the main goal?): 
 
 
 

2. Describe clearly the differences between the goals of the American colonies toward the British 
crown and the goals of the British crown toward the American colonies based on British reaction 
to colonial demands:  
 
 
 
 
 

3. Describe the main differences between the intentions of the First Continental Congress and the 
intentions of the Second Continental Congress: 
 
 
 
 

4. Describe the effect of each of the following on the American independence movement: 
a. “Olive Branch Petition” –  

 
 

b. “Common Sense” –  
 
 

c. “The Declaration of Independence” –  
 
 

5. Explain why the Revolutionary War could also be referred to as a civil war: 
 
 
 

6. Describe the significance of the Franco-American alliance on the outcome of the Revolutionary 
War: 
 
 
 

7. Describe the provisions of the Treaty of Paris of 1783 and explain the implications of EACH on 
America: 
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8. Describe the makeup of state constitutions at the beginning of the war and explain how these 

principles differ from the British model of government: 
 
 
 
 

9. Explain the structure of the government under the Articles of Confederation: 
 
 
 
 

10. Based on what you’ve read defend or refute the following statement, provide evidence to back up 
your argument: 

a. “The Articles of Confederation provided a successful form of government for America 
during and after the American Revolutionary War.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11. Describe the impact that the Revolutionary War had on each of the following: 
a. Aristocratic titles –  

 
 

b. Separation of Church and State –  
 
 

c. The role of women –  
 
 

d. Slavery –  
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Historical Perspective 

 
PAAC “Common Sense”

 

P:______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 
A:______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 
A:______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 
C:______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
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Answer the multiple-choice questions by writing the correct answer in the spaces below: 
1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  

5.  
6.  
7.  
8. 

Please answer Short Answer #1 in the spaces below: 

 


