
Arts Exploration Lab - 2023 Workshop Schedule 
 
 

Session 1: 1:30-2:30 
 

 
Acrylic Pour Paintings  
Join Veronica Levin, owner of Hot Flash Pottery, at her downtown studio 
to learn the art of acrylic pour. This fascinating form is great for people 
who love color, but don’t necessarily want to draw. She’ll take you 
through the process as you make your own canvas. 
 
 
World Percussion Drum Circle 
Josh Dunigan is coming from Grand Rapids to share his love of Afro-
Cuban and Latin percussion. He’ll bring percussion instruments from 
around the world and lead us in a drum circle. Learn how to play world 
rhythms with bongos, bells, and claves. 
 
 
Skulls and Scars Special Effects Makeup 
Actress Hannah Weinraub will be teaching about the techniques and 
special materials used in Special Effects Makeup, which can be used 
with costumes, on-stage theater, or even on film. Learn how to make 
realistic scars, how to create realistic looking skull makeup, and more. 
 
 
 
 
Needle Felted Creatures 
When it comes to the fiber arts, Jody Gerard does it all. She can spin 
yarn from wool, knit, crochet, quilt—if there’s anything involving fiber, 
she’s done it. Join her for a fun workshop to create one of these cute 
needle felted creatures. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Session 2: 2:40—3:40 
 

 
Terrariums and Designing with Plants  
Join Tory Hollister in her downtown store as she teaches a workshop 
about designing with plants. Tory grew up in her mother's flower shop 
and she is continuing the tradition in her own store, Oopsy Daisy, 
which she opened in 2019. In this class, you'll get the chance to create 
your own terrarium to take home. 
 
 
 

 
Acrylic Pour Paintings  
Join Veronica Levin, owner of Hot Flash Pottery, at her downtown studio 
to learn the art of acrylic pour. This fascinating form is great for people 
who love color, but don’t necessarily want to draw. She’ll take you 
through the process as you make your own canvas. 
 

 
 
World Percussion Drum Circle 
Josh Dunigan is coming from Grand Rapids to share his love of 
Afro-Cuban and Latin percussion. He’ll bring percussion 
instruments from around the world and lead us in a drum circle. 
Learn how to play world rhythms with bongos, bells, and claves. 
 

 
 
Needle Felted Creatures 
When it comes to the fiber arts, Jody Gerard does it all. She can spin yarn from 
wool, knit, crochet, quilt—if there’s anything involving fiber, she’s done it. Join 
her for a fun workshop to create one of these cute needle felted creatures. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Session 3: 3:50—4:50 
 

 
Mehndi Henna Design - Grassroots Henna & Design 
Join Jillian on an adventure into the world of Henna tattoo art and 
designs. Learn about the widespread history of henna and how the 
traditions continue to form through the melding of cultures. Find out 
how henna brings people together and makes them feel beautiful! 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazz Improvisation & Performance (Part 1)  
Have a desire to play Jazz with students from other schools in the 
area? Then this is for you! Join Josiah DeNooyer, from the Kalamazoo 
Music School, in a 2-Hour Jazz Improv session. Josiah has been 
nominated by his students as Teacher of the Year for two years in a 
row, and he has extensive training in Jazz Piano and Jazz Drums. The 
session will conclude with a performance as the Opening Act for the 
Free Open Mic Night that starts at 6:30 pm!  
 
 
Paint Along with Bob Ross 
You know you’ve always wanted to try it! Match your skills against the 
great Bob Ross as you paint along with one of his videos. Vic Simmons 
will be your guide, helping you hone techniques that Bob teaches in the 
video!  
 
 
 

 
 
Downtown Mural Painting 
Join large-scale muralist and professional printmaker Ellen VanderMyde in 
a mural project in Downtown Vicksburg. Learn from Ellen about what it 
takes to create a large-scale mural and then freestyle a wildflower garden 
painting on the side of the Wooden Stitch building on Prairie Street. 
 
 
     

 



Session 4: 5:00-6:00 pm 
 
Mehndi Henna Design - Grassroots Henna & Design 
Join Jillian on an adventure into the world of Henna tattoo art and 
designs. Learn about the widespread history of henna and how the 
traditions continue to form through the melding of cultures. Find out 
how henna brings people together and makes them feel beautiful! 
 
 
 
 
 
Jazz Improvisation & Performance (Part 2)  
Have a desire to play Jazz with students from other schools in the 
area? This session continues from the previous hour (Session 3) 
and will conclude with a performance as the Opening Act for the 
Free Open Mic Night that starts at 6:30 pm. 
 
 
 
 

 
Paint Along with Bob Ross 
You know you’ve always wanted to try it! Match your skills against the 
great Bob Ross as you paint along with one of his videos. Vic 
Simmons will be your guide, helping you hone techniques that Bob 
teaches in the video!  
 
 
 
 
 
Downtown Mural Painting 
Join large-scale muralist and professional printmaker Ellen 
VanderMyde in a mural project in Downtown Vicksburg. Learn from 
Ellen about what it takes to create a large-scale mural and then 
freestyle a wildflower garden painting on the side of the Wooden 
Stitch building on Prairie Street. 
 


