Natural Landscapes &
Human Habitat:
connectivity, restoration,
& care
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Presented by Sylvia Rains Dennis fo the Native Plant Society
of New Mexico, Taos Chapter, April 19, 2017
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We open with local and regional
examples of our nafive landscapes
embracing both biodiversity and
restoration concepts, then focus on
what it means to live compatibly and
sustainably in our natural surroundings.

 How do our collective habitats
depend upon both ecology and
community?

 What are some perspectives on
restoration science and practice?




Landscapes, Homelands, Habitat
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Phofo;'by Sylvia Rains Dennis
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The Greaf Rift Valley
Upper Rio Grande Province
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Upper Rio
Grande
Habitats
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Pinon-Juniper & Grassland Mosaic
above the Rio Pueblo Gorge

Photo by Mary Pickett




Some examples of

Colorodo Plofeou Flora
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g W Sphaeralcea,
./ / Scarlet globemalle
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Populus spp.,
native

ottonwoods

in our
ecoregional
pverlap!
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" Restoration for habitat
& mutual sustainabllity
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Cleome serrulata, Rocky Min'beeplant
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Improved botanical diversity and habitat
restoration at Comanche Creek, Valle Vidal
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Why worry about cheatgrass
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Seeps
along the
Rio Grande:
What'’s
wrong with
this picture¢

Hint: The leading cause of
biodiversity loss worldwide is in
action here...




Connectivity: links,
passages, flows...
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pollinator-friendly native wildflower, herbs
and garden plants, mcludlng buffers and
habitaf plon’rmgsl | ‘
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Ribes, one of many
Rocky Mountain
currant species, our
native fruit friendly

to all habitats, wild
and seftled
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Tell me about this




Restoration seedlings, native frees & shrubs
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Human habits, habitation, and habitat

» Ecological footprint analysis is

widely used around the Earth as » How aware are we of our
an indicator of environmental .

sustainability. It can be used to footprints upon our
measure and manage the use of shared home?@

resources throughout the
economy and explore the
sustainability of individual
lifestyles, goods and services,
organizations, industry sectors,
neighborhoods, cities, regions and
nations

(source, Wikipedia, 4/14/17,
re. Matthis Wackernagel)

[Latin, habitare: to dwell] Dwelling inheres needs,
interactions, contributions, & waste, existing along
a continuum, with everything in our natural surroundings




Care: our ecological context
and mutual sustainability

Some land-based sustainability
concepts in Northern New Mexico

» fraditional agriculture, agroforestry,
permaculture, habitat/site
Improvement and restoration

» \What examples do you havee
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Inspiration from native resilience!
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More information available at: www.wildlandance.net or email Sylvia at rains@wildlandance.net



http://www.wildlandance.net/

