






 
Cynthia Byer, WGE 
 
Cynthia “Sis” Byer was born on July 17, 1918, she was the second of 
two children born to Evangeline Hinkson in Barbados. Cynthia 
attended the St. Jude’s grammar school and later studied 
dressmaking with noted dressmaker, Mrs. King of Mt. Hill, St. 
George.  
 
Cynthia was a tireless warrior for over fifty years in her pursuit of 
advancement and justice for all. Beginning in her little "rural" 
community in Barbados and then to the United States upon her 
migration in 1950. She always championed the cause of those in need 
and never ignored her commitment to her religion, being a Sunday 
School Teacher and Choir Member, both at the St.Jude's Church in 
Barbados and at the St. Georges Episcopal Church in New York, for 
many years. 
 
Cynthia was a fearless and fearsome warrior who traveled around 
this country in the quest for human rights and dignity for her people. 
In Memphis she marched with Dr Martin Luther King Jr. for the 
rights of the Sanitation workers in that city. At the famous march on 
Washington, or the march for the rights of minorities to be hired as 
Artisans during the building of Downstate University Hospital here 
in Brooklyn, she appealed vigorously. Her demonstrations at the 
United Nations, demanded the end of apartheid in South Africa. All 
being done while she was a member and instrument of her beloved 
Union, DC37. Cynthia proudly served her Union in many capacities 
over forty years. Finally reaching the position of Chapter 
Chairperson of Local 420 at the Kings County Hospital from which 
she retired several years ago.  
 
Many richly deserved accolades were awarded to her which she 
greatly treasured and appreciated. However, nothing warmed her 
heart more than the joy and contentment she exhibited when she 
would recall some of the many successes which had resulted from 
her extraordinary leadership and efforts. Cynthia lived a long, 
productive, rich and fertile life. She has left a magnificent legacy for 
the generation that follows. Let us all follow her lead, be the keepers 
of our brothers, and always speak out against injustice! 

 






















