Welcome to Messiah Lutheran

Transfiguration Sunday
Installation of Pastor David Swonger

Transfiguration: Amazing Then and Now

Imagine what would happen if someone from the days
of Jesus were suddenly transported to our present. How
would someone accustomed to walking everywhere
respond to driving in a car at top speed, let alone flying
in a jet? How would someone who spends their life
depending on—at best—oil lamps for light respond to
electric lights? It is fun to muse at how people might
respond, as we reflect on how sophisticated we are.

Now imagine if the scene were reversed. How would someone accustomed to
understanding much in the world around them respond to an event as otherworldly as the
transfiguration? We understand volcanoes and the northern lights. We can explain
lightning and thunder. We know about germs and disease transmission. So, what would we
do when confronted with something so amazing, awesome, and unexplainable?

The transfiguration is one of those ancient events that still puzzle us. What really happened
to Jesus that day? Since we cannot go back to that time, we are left to speculate. We take
stabs in the dark and make educated guesses, but at the end of the day we are left with a
holy mystery to ponder.

Whatever happened that day, there is a timeless spiritual reality behind the physical details
Mark gives us. God sometimes uses extreme and amazing methods to transform us when
we open ourselves to the Holy Spirit. God’s spirit transfigured Jesus then. That same Spirit
is still transforming people today. We don’t have to explain first-century miracles to trust
that God’s transforming Spirit is timeless and at work within each of us today. We do not
have to understand everything to see the beauty of God at work in the world, continually
transfiguring us into the people we were created to be.
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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church

The mission of Messiah Lutheran Church is to glorify Christ

by nurturing our faith, sharing His love, and teaching His Word.

February 14, 2021

10:30 a.m.

~ We Gather for Worship ~
PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
whose voice is upon the waters,
whose mercy is poured out upon all people,
whose goodness cascades over all creation. Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,
. you search us and know us.
You are acquainted with all our ways.
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love.
We distrust those who are not like us.
We exploit the earth and its resources
and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God,
for all we have done and left undone.
Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them;
receive them in your divine mercy.
Amen.

or

L: How vast is God’s grace!
Through the power and promise of -+ Christ Jesus,
our sins are washed away
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.
Indeed, we are forgiven.
In the wake of God’s forgiveness,
we are called to be the beloved community
living out Christ’s justice
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” - ELW 843

1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness
with a liberating light;
praise the One who frees the pris'ners,
turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the gospel,
healing ev'ry dread disease,
calming storms and feeding thousands
with the very bread of peace.

Leader sings:

2 Praise the One who blessed the children
with a strong yet gentle word;
praise the One who drove out demons
with a piercing, two-edged sword.
Praise the One who brings cool water
to the desert’s burning sand;
from this well comes living water
quenching thirst in ev'ry land.

3 Praise the one true love incarnate:
Christ, who suffered in our place;
Jesus died and rose for many
that we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness,
seeing what our God has done.
Praise the one redeeming glory;
praise the One who makes us one.

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

*GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*CALL TO WORSHIP:
L: Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all you lands.
C: Tell his glory among the nations;
among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.
Give glory and honor to the Lord!

L: Worship the Lord, in holy attire;
tremble before him, all the earth;

C: Say among the nations:
The Lord is king, he governs the peoples with equity.
Give glory and honor to the Lord!



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE: ELW Holy Communion Setting 10, page 205
(Tune: Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee)

) Glory be to God in heaven; peace, good-will to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
We exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

) Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!

L: The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.

L: Letus pray: Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines
from the mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved
Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

~ We Hear God’s Word ~

FIRST READING: 2 Kings 2:1-12

Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah
and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for

the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as
you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. *The company
of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know
that today the Lord will take your master away from you?”” And he said, “Yes, I
know; keep silent.”

“Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he
said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came
to Jericho. 5The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and
said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from
you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”

Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But
he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two
of them went on. "Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some
distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his
mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and
to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you,
before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of
your spirit.” 1°He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I
am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” *As they



continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two

of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. ‘?Elisha kept watching and

crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he

could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 50:1-6
The mighty one, God the Lord, has spoken;
calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
2Qut of Zion, perfect in its beauty,
God shines forth in glory.
30ur God will come and will not keep silence;
with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm.
*God calls the heavens and the earth from above
to witness the judgment of the people.
“Gather before me my loyal followers,
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”
6The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause,
for it is God who is judge.

SECOND LESSON: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. *In their case
the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For
we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as
your slaves for Jesus’ sake. °For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word” — ELW 520
Dearest Jesus, at your word
we have come again to hear you;
let our thoughts and hearts be stirred
and in glowing faith be near you
as the promises here given
draw us wholly up to heaven.

*GOSPEL: Mark 9:2-9
L: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark the 9" chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a
high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, *and
his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach
them. “And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with
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Jesus. °Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make
three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” ®He did not know
what to say, for they were terrified. "Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from
the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!”
8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but
only Jesus. °As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no
one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY - “Be Thou My Vision” — ELW 793

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
thou my best thought both by day and by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
| ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.
Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r,
raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931

SERMON Bishop Bill Tesch

~ We Respond as God’s People ~

*APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth,

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
And he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.



SERVICE OF INSTALLATION

Presentation

The assembly stands. The pastor to be installed and a representative of the calling body
come before the presiding minister and the assembly. The presiding minister addresses
the assembly.

Having been authorized by the church to install David Swonger, our co-worker in
the gospel, as pastor, | now ask for certification of this call.

A representative of the calling body addresses the presiding minister.

After prayerful deliberation, we, of Messiah Lutheran Church, have called David
Swonger to serve as minister of word and sacrament. | present David and this
letter certifying the call.

The representative gives the presiding minister the letter certifying that the call has been
received and accepted. The assembly is seated.

Address and Questions

A reading from John: Jesus said, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
so | send you. Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." (John 20:21-23)

A reading from Matthew: Jesus said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them
to obey everything that | have commanded you. And remember, | am with you
always, to the end of the age." (Matthew 28:18-20)

A reading from First Timothy: Set the believers an example in speech and conduct,
in love, in faith, in purity. Attend to the public reading of scripture, to exhorting,
to teaching. Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you through
prophecy with the laying on of hands by the council of elders. Put these things into
practice, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your progress. Pay close
attention to yourself and to your teaching; continue in these things, for in doing
this you will save both yourself and your hearers. (1 Timothy 4:12-16)

David, in the presence of this assembly will you commit yourself to this new
trust and responsibility, in the confidence that it comes from God through the call
the church?

Response: | will, and | ask God to help me.

Will you preach and teach in accordance with the holy scriptures and with the

confessions of the Lutheran church? Will you carry out this ministry in harmony

with the constitutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America?
Response: | will, and I ask God to help me.

Will you be diligent in your study of the holy scriptures and faithful in your use
of the means of grace?
Response: | will, and I ask God to help me.



Trusting in God’s care, will you love, serve, and pray for God’s people, nourish
them with the word and sacraments, and lead them by your own example in faithful
service and holy living?

Response: | will, and I ask God to help me.

Will you give faithful witness in the world, that God’s love may be known in all
that you do?
Response: | will, and I ask God to help me.

Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously give
you the strength and compassion to perform them. Amen.

The assembly stands.
People of God, will you receive David as a messenger of Jesus Christ sent to serve
all people with the gospel of hope and salvation? Will you regard him as a servant
of Christ and a steward of the mysteries of God?

ALL: We will, and we ask God to help us.

Will you pray for David? Will you help and honor him in carrying out this
ministry? In all things will you strive to live together in the peace and unity of
Christ?

ALL: We will, and we ask God to help us.

The presiding minister addresses the pastor being installed.
David, the office of pastor is now committed to you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Blessing

The newly installed pastor may kneel for God's blessing.

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in
everything good so that you may do God's will, working in you that which is
pleasing in God's sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

A member of the congregation escorts the pastor to the place of baptism.
ALL: You have been called to be among us to baptize, to teach, and to
forgive sins.

They proceed to the place of the word.
ALL: You have been called to be among us to proclaim the good news.

They proceed to the place of the meal.
ALL: You have been called to be among us to preside at the Lord's
supper.

The presiding minister address the assembly with these or similar words.
People of God, | present to you, Pastor Dave. Let us welcome him in the name
of Christ. The assembly may offer acclamation with applause.



OFFERING MOMENT: What a privilege it is to share the gifts we’ve been
given! In doing so, we honor God by caring for God’s creation and God’s
children.

OFFERTORY: Gifts are brought forward to the altar.

Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices;
who, from our mothers' arms, has blest us on our way
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

OFFERING PRAYER:

Loving God, you are never far from us. You heal the wounded spirit and give
new life to the broken hearted. We offer these gifts to You, O God, as a sign
of our desire to serve you and do your work on earth. Use us and what we
have to bring your Kingdom near; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: Pastor Mary Gilthvedt

LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*BENEDICTION

~ We Are Sent to Serve ~

*SENDING HYMN: “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” - ELW 551
1  The Spirit sends us forth to serve;
we go in Jesus' name
to bring glad tidings to the poor,
God's favor to proclaim.

3 We go to be the hands of Christ,
to scatter joy like seed
and, all our days, to cherish life,
to do the loving deed.

4 Then let us go to serve in peace,
the gospel to proclaim.
God's Spirit has empowered us;
we go in Jesus' name.

Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB.
Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



*DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. C: Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today we welcome Reverend Bill Tesch, Bishop of the Northwestern Minnesota
Synod. Bishop Bill will share the message and will install Pastor Dave as our new
pastor. Bishop Tesch was elected by the Northwestern Minnesota Synod Assembly
on June 9, 2019 and began his ministry as bishop of the synod on September 1,
2019. We also welcome Pastor Mary Gilthvedt as our intercessor for the prayers
of the congregation. Pastor Mary serves Zion Lutheran in Warroad and is the
Roseau Conference Dean. We are pleased and privileged to have them join us this
morning!

Special Offering: In joyful celebration of the Swongers being installed as our
new pastoral ministry team, Messiah and Moe are uplifting the opportunity to give
to the NW Minnesota Synod’s Sustaining Rural Ministry Fund. This fund was
established in 1989 as a response to the large debt many seminarians incur while
attending seminary. Pastors with significant educational debt can apply annually
for debt reduction grants during their first five years of ministry in our synod.
Offering baskets are at the sanctuary doors to receive your offering. Thank you!

Week at o Glance
Sunday February 14 Sunday February 21
10:00am NO Sunday School today. 10:00am Sunday School
10:30am In Person Worship Service 10:30am In Person Worship Service
10:30am FB Live/Radio 10:30am FB Live/Radio
1:00pm  Youth Praise Band Practice 1:00pm  Youth Praise Band Practice
7:00pm  Virtual Zoom 7'"- 12" Grade YG 7:00pm  Virtual Zoom 7'"- 12" Grade YG
Monday, February 15 Monday, February 22
1pm - 4pm: Quilting 1pm -4pm: Quilting

1:05pm: 1-12"" Grade Messiah/Moe & Friends
Grab & Go Free Lunch @ Messiah

Tuesday February 16 Tuesday February 23

10am — 4pm Quilting Quilting 10:00am —4pm

Wednesday, February 17 Wednesday, February 24

3:30 pm: 4"-6" Grade YG 3:30 pm: 4"-6" Grade YG

5:15pm: Bell Choir Practice 5:30 pm: Confirmation “TO GO BOX” Suppers
5:30 pm: Confirmation “TO GO BOX” Suppers  6:00pm: 7', 8" & 9" Grade Confirmation
6:00pm: 7", 8" & 9" Grade Confirmation Classes.

Classes. 6:30pm: Messiah Lent Worship Service

6:30pm: Messiah Ash Wednesday Service 7:15 pm: 7"-12"" Grade Moessiah R.O.C.K.
7:15 pm: 7"-12™ Grade Moessiah R.0.C.K. 8:20pm: Student Leaders Meeting

Please remember the family of Ardell Snare in your prayers. Ardell’s funeral
was held on Saturday, February 6™ at Messiah.
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Staying connected

Thank you for worshiping with us in person, via radio, or on Facebook Live!

Messiah radio broadcast: Tune in on Wild 102 radio at 10:30 am or via
Roseauonline.com.

Today’s Radio Broadcast is in loving memory of Ardell Snare.
D Loving NMemary !

Given by Bill & Helen Wagner.

FaceBook Live: Go to Messiah’s Facebook page to watch livestream video of
worship at 10:30am.

Breeze App: If you listen to the radio broadcast of our worship service, please
Check In to today’s worship via the Breeze app on your phone.

Messiah Quilting: Please join us! Mondays from 1-4pm and Tuesdays from
10am-4pm, Feb-March (we will be following Minnesota State Covid-19
guidelines).

“The Cup of our Life” for Lent: Lent is a 40-day season that encourages us to
sharpen our spiritual senses and experience our Lord’s saving grace in new ways.
This year our Lenten series is “The Cup of our Life.” Each week we will consider
how our lives are sacred vessels shaped for daily love and service by our Lord
Jesus. Beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 17", 6:30 PM services will be held
at both Moe and at Messiah every week.

Lenten Home “Devo” Kit: These kits are available from today in the narthex.
Every household is encouraged to pick one up after worship or stop in during the
week.

“Lord, Hear our Prayer” Requests for public prayer during worship: To be
mindful of privacy concerns, we ask that the person requesting prayer sign a
permission form. An assigned representative, such as a family member or one of
Messiah’s prayer chain coordinators, may also sign on their behalf. This process
allows us to print people’s names in the bulletin and uplift them in public prayer
during worship for a period of one month. Permission forms are available on the
table in the narthex. Requests for confidential prayer via the prayer chain: The
prayer chain will continue to operate just as it has in the past. You may reach out
to our Prayer Chain Coordinator, Mary Olson, 463-2364. Your prayer concern will
be kept confidential and will be uplifted in prayer by those who serve as
intercessors on our congregation’s Prayer Chain. If you have any questions, please
feel free to ask either Mary, Deacon Joanne, or Pastor Dave.
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We are looking for helpers to assist in creatively promoting what’s happening

at Messiah! Bulletin Boards: Let’s refresh our bulletin boards to create
excitement and foster good communication. Photographers: We need a couple of
designated photographers to take pictures of people and events happening at
church throughout the upcoming year. These pics can be snapped on your phone
and sent via text pemail to the church office. If interested, let Deacon Joanne
know (deaconjoannemlc@gmail.com) & she will get you started!

Giving Envelopes for 2021 & Year End 2020 Contribution Statements:
Church members will find their giving envelopes and end of year contribution
statements in their church mailbox if they did not receive one via email.

Thank You to All Who Continue to Support the Ministry of Messiah Through
Your Gifts and Offerings. You may mail your offerings to the church, sign up for
an automatic debit through your bank or give a gift through the Breeze app. We
appreciate your efforts to continue the work of Messiah in these uncertain times!

Worship 2/7/2021 — Attendance: 52; Offering: $995 Weekly Direct Debit: $590

Worship Servers for Sunday,
February 14:

Reader: Gloria Skrutvold
Communion: No Communion
Sound Booth: Bob Tuttle

Counters: Dave & Sharon Grafstrom
Council Rep: Karyn Santl
Greeter/Usher: Karyn Santl

Worship Sexrvers for Sunday,
Februawy : 21

Reader: Aimee Wilson
Communion: Jodie Janzen; Nancy
Tveit

Sound Booth: Bob Tuttle; Andrew
Tuttle

Counters: Jon & Bonnie Hagen
Council Rep: Jodie Janzen
Greeter/Usher: Karyn Santl

Messiav Leadership:
Pastor Dave Swonger:
218-452-4639
pastordavemlc@gmail.com

Deacon Joanne Swonger:
701-955-4479
deaconjoannemlc@gmail.com

Youth Director: Jay Ostgaard:
jjostgaard@gmail.com

Council President: Karyn Santl

Office Administrator: Elaine Wulff
218-463-1648
messiahroseau@gmail.com

Office hours: Tues-Thurs,
8:30am-4:30pm

Organist: Joyce Hulst

Custodian: Yhone Magnusson
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