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February 9, 2007

Mayor Larry Nelson 

City of Waukesha 

201 Delafield Street

Waukesha, WI  53188

Dear Mr. Mayor, 

Since 1978, the Waukesha County Environmental Action League, Inc. (WEAL) has dedicated itself to the protection of Waukesha County’s and Southeastern Wisconsin’s natural resources. As WEAL members, citizens, residents and individuals, we have strong environmental and personal interest in issues of groundwater supply and quality in our community. 

We therefore applaud your effort to have an open, public discussion regarding options for a long-term water supply.  Clearly, everyone, including WEAL, is interested in finding solutions that will be effective, sustainable, long term and not cost-prohibitive. To this end WEAL believes that Waukesha’s citizens and the Waukesha Water Utility’s customers should be given the answers to the following questions, publicly. 

1. How much water does the Waukesha Water Utility sell on an average day? 

2. Why is the city proposing a diversion of up to 24 million gallons a day, if it only pumps an average of 8 million and where is the rest of that water going? Who benefits from this excess capacity?

3. How much would it cost to treat the deep aquifer water to bring it in compliance with the federal standard?  Which wells are being fitted for treatment and how much water does each supply?

4. How much will it cost to locate, drill and service sufficient shallow aquifer wells to dilute the water supply and bring it in compliance with the federal standard?  How many (and where) are the shallow aquifer wells and what does each one produce?  How many more are planned and where?  

5. Have studies been done to determine the impact of these high capacity shallow aquifer wells on the Vernon Marsh?  What do the studies show, or why have they not been done before drilling these wells?

6. How much would a Great Lakes water diversion cost—bringing water over the subcontinental divide and returning the treated wastewater to the Lake?  Would this water be blended with current supply to comply with the federal standard?

7. How would a diversion be financed?  Who pays the cost these various alternatives? 

8. How much money in total did the City of Waukesha spend on the lawsuits fighting compliance with the EPA radium standard?  

9. What is the status of the DNR enforcement action regarding the standard that we were to be in compliance with by Dec 8, 2006?  Is the Water Utility being fined?

10. How much money has been spent in total in the last three years on lawyers, public relations, engineering firms and other consultants to pursue a Great Lakes diversion option?  How does the money already spent, plus signed contract amounts not yet spent, impact the 15-17% rate utility rate increase being sought by the Water Utility?

11. How does this compare with the amount spent on conservation?  (developing the plan, education, measures that the City pays for) 

12. How does it compare to the cost of treatment? 

13. Why does the City continue to grant new annexations, zoning changes, and development approvals when it has a water supply crisis? 

14. How are the activities of the Water Utility supervised and who has ultimate responsibility for the actions of the Utility? 

WEAL has repeatedly offered to partner with the City and the Water Utility to look for solutions to both the radium quality problem, as well as the long term supply issues. In a series of meetings over the summer months, other organizations, scientists, hydrogeologists and government agencies have offered their help as well.  

As the water issue is a challenge to the entire community and our shared future here in Waukesha, we recognize that likely solutions will involve sacrifices on the part of citizens and residents, so therefore WEAL calls upon you, as our Mayor, to appoint a task force of citizens and stakeholders to review all options in an orderly, thorough, and open process; and to further involve city residents in the decision-making processes of the Waukesha Water Utility, which is, after all, a public utility.  

WEAL stands by our offer to be a part of the solution. We also stand by our position that there should be no diversion of Great Lakes water outside the Great Lakes Basin until every other possible measure has been fully examined including ramping up conservation methods and reusing and recycling the existing resource. To pursue diversion without meaningful, measurable conservation sets a terrible precedent that says the Great Lakes’ waters are for sale and opens the door to a future of lawsuit assaults by every entity imaginable—foreign as well as domestic.  That would surely be regrettable, and a sad legacy for Waukesha.

Please answer these questions to the members of WEAL, residents of the City of Waukesha, citizens of the greater Waukesha community and the conservation community of Wisconsin.

Respectfully,

Steve Schmuki

President, Waukesha County Environmental Action League (WEAL)

City of Waukesha Common Council

Waukesha Town Board
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