
 

“People coming together to be The Church, 

not just attend one.” 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive  

church, welcoming all who seek God. 

 

69 Griswold Street  Hillsdale, Michigan 

517-437-2647  tlchillsdale.org 

 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost      September 20, 2020 
 

 
 

Service of Holy Communion 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship 
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Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship 

and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we 

welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry 

among us.  Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin. 
 

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith 

through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving 

relationships, to ALL people. 
 

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity 

Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the 

global community. 
 

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the 

forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution. 

Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward 

with their families to receive a blessing. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever 

required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This 

is in accordance with Lutheran teaching: 

Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the 

Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established 

and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice 

was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to 

need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy 

Communion…pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a 

variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly 

celebration of the sacrament. 

Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The 

members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than 

occasional part of their lives.    

(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35) 
 

OFFERING   

 THIRD SUNDAY: Marafiki Children’s Fund 

The offering is collected at the beginning or end of worship using the offering box provided near 

the bulletins. Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our 

ministries. Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a 

regular gift to the church, please place it in the offering box. If you are looking to support our 

special project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering 

buckets. 
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Sunday, September 20, 2020 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of God 

is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of day they 

began to work. When God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, 

Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we 

receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of 

God’s mercy we are all beggars. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

When participating in unison speaking in worship, please speak in a quiet voice. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 

sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Sit 

ENTRANCE HYMN                     ELW #733                                     Great is Thy Faithfulness 

Hymns are sung by a cantor. Please refrain from singing, due to increased risk of virus 

transmission. 
 

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

 there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

 thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 

 as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
 

Refrain 

 Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

 Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

 all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 

 great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

 thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

 strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

 blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  Refrain 

 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

 Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

 Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. 

 Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train 

 us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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A A reading from Jonah.  
 

FIRST READING                              Jonah 3:10--4:11 

After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the city. 

Jonah objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant 

that was providing shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not ready 

to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t I be concerned about a 

hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites? 
 

10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 

changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not 

do it. 

 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the Lord and 

said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to 

Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, O Lord, please take 

my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4And the Lord said, “Is it right for you 

to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for 

himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 

  6The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his 

head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But when dawn 

came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8When 

the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that 

he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 

  9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, 

angry enough to die.” 10Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you 

did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a 

night. 11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more 

than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and 

also many animals?” 

 

A Word of God, Word of life.    

C  Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM                                               Psalm 145:1-8 

The Lord is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. (Ps. 145:8) 
 

 1I will exalt you, my God and king, 

  and bless your name forever and ever. 

 2Every day will I bless you 

  and praise your name forever and ever. 

 3Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised! 

  There is no end to your greatness. 

 4One generation shall praise your works to another 

  and shall declare your power.  

 5I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 

  and all your marvelous works. 

 6They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 

  and I will recount your greatness. 

 7They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 

  they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 

 8The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

A A reading from Philippians. 
 

SECOND READING                           Philippians 1:21-30 

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his 

imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live 

lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission. 
 

21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 

labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is 

to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain in the flesh is more necessary 

for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for 

your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus 

when I come to you again. 

  27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and 

see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 

striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated by 

your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is 

God’s doing. 29For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but 

of suffering for him as well—30since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and 

now hear that I still have. 
 

A Word of God, Word of life.    

C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

P  Alleluia. 

C  Alleluia. Open our hearts, O Lord, to give heed to what is said by your Son. Alleluia. 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 20th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL                                                                       Matthew 20:1-16 

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God 

rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 

the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily 

wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others 

standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will 

pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three 

o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; 

and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no 

one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the 

owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning 

with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 

received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; 

but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled 

against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them 

equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one 

of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily 

wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 

you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 

because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

 

P  The Gospel of the Lord.   

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY        ELW #358 Great God, Your Love Has Called Us 
 

1 Great God, your love has called us here 

 as we, by love, for love were made. 

 Your living likeness still we bear, 

 though marred, dishonored, disobeyed. 

 We come, with all our heart and mind 

 your call to hear, your love to find. 

 

5 Great God, in Christ you set us free 

 your life to live, your joy to share. 

 Give us your Spirit's liberty 

 to turn from guilt and dull despair, 

 and offer all that faith can do 

 while love is making all things new. 

               

Stand 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

The creed is spoken in a quiet voice by the congregation. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all 

 those in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel challenges the 

 church, equip it for its works of service. Strengthen those who suffer for Christ 

 (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

A Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in creation is outside 

 your concern, mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of generosity 

 toward all you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

A Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring peace to 

 places of conflict and violence (especially). Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom. 

 Bless the work of negotiators, peacekeepers, and development workers. Lord, in your 

 mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

A Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding 

 in steadfast love, ready to relent from punishing. Accompany judges and lawyers, victims 

 of crime and those serving sentences. Give fruitful labor and a livelihood to those seeking 

 work. Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

A Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life, health, and 

 courage to all who are in need (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us 

 faithfulness to follow them, living for Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful 

 song around his throne. Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

P All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 

 through Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING AND SANCTUS 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to 

us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the 

majesty of your glory. 
 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but have eternal life. 
 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to 

accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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P Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 

glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks 

to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully 

to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, 

your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in 

the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, 

receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given 

our inheritance with all your saints.  
 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER (8:30 a.m.) 

P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 

let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who    

  trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the  

power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen 

LORD'S PRAYER (11:00 a.m.) 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, 

let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 

C Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin 

against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and  

the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
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Sit 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION ELEMENTS 

Ushers will distribute communion elements to each individual as they remain in their seats. 

Please hold out a flat, open hand to receive the cups. Gluten-free communion wafers and grape 

juice are available upon request. Simply tell the usher as communion is distributed.  
 

Please do not consume the elements until instructed to do so after the elements have been 

distributed to the entire congregation. 
 

Those receiving communion may remove their masks. 
 

P The body of Christ, given for you. 

C All those receiving communion may remove their masks and are invited to consume the 

bread. 
 

P The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

C All those receiving communion are invited to consume the wine or grape juice. 
 

After you have received communion, please put your mask back on. 
 

BLESSING ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT RECEIVE COMMUNION 

Parents or family members may choose to make the sign of the cross on the foreheads of children 

or individuals in their family group that do not receive communion. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you as beloved children of God. Jesus loves you. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your 

table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your 

people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

P  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Sit 
SENDING HYMN              ELW #537                                   On Our Way Rejoicing           

 

1 On our way rejoicing 

 gladly let us go. 

 Christ our Lord has conquered; 

 vanquished is the foe. 

 Christ without, our safety; 

 Christ within, our joy; 

 who, if we be faithful, 

 can our hope destroy? 
 

Refrain 

 On our way rejoicing; 

 as we forward move, 

 hearken to our praises, 

 O blest God of love! 

 

2 Unto God the Father 

 joyful songs we sing; 

 unto God the Savior 

 thankful hearts we bring; 

 unto God the Spirit 

 bow we and adore, 

 on our way rejoicing 

 now and evermore.  Refrain 
 

DISMISSAL 

A  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  
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SERVING AT TRINITY 

Ministers: Every member of the congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Jessica Hahn 

Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas 

Parish Secretary: Lizabeth Taylor 

Council President: Carol Knoch 

Vice-President: Suzanne Langston 

Treasurer: Kristin Lucas 

Secretary: Amy Otterbein 

 

Council Members: Diane Draper, Norma Ludlow, Chris McNamara, Brad Otterbein,  

Gene Stockford-Shively, and Tom Walworth. 

 

SERVING TODAY: 

 

8:30 AM   

Assisting Minister: Terry Vear 

Cantor: Amy Otterbein 

Ushers: Tom Stockford-Shively & Sandra Dufur 

 

11:00 AM        

Assisting Minister: Warren Bartels 

Cantor: Chris McNamara 

Ushers: Suzanne & Jay Sponsler 

 

 

BOTH SERVICES 

Altar Guild: Tom Stockford-Shively 

Offering Counters: Chris McNamara, Norma Ludlow 

 

FLOWERS -- The flowers today are given by Harold and Norma Ludlow to the glory of God. 

 

 

 

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission  

under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net. 
 

 


