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religious struggies in Franca? Was the Thirty Years’ War in
Central Europe primarily a German conflict or a struggle
against the predominance of Spain? How important were
religious as compared with political causes of this war?
Beyond the death and destruction involved, how decisive
or significant was this war? What was the nature of the
conflict between royal and parliamentary authority in En-
gland? How did political theory in England reflect {hese

Civil War in France
Ogier Ghisclin de Busbecq

France was one of the first areas in which the turmotl, instabil-
ity, and war characteristic of the period between 1560 and 1660
occurred. There, political and religious divisions combined to
produce a long period of bloodshed and sporadic civil war. The
nature and effects of this turmoil are described in the following
selection from a letter wrritten in 1575 by Ogier Ghiselin de Bus-
becq, the Holy Roman Emperor’s ambassador to France.

CONSIDER: Busbecq's perception of the forces and griev-
ances that were threatening to worsen the civil wars that had
already broken out; the consequences of the civil wars for
various segments of society.

Ever since the commencement of the civil wars which are
distracting the country, there has been a terrible change for
the worse. So complete is the alteration, that those who
knew France before would not recognise her again. Every-
where are to be seen shattered buildings, fallen churches,
and towns in ruins; while the traveller gazes horror-stricken
on spots which have but lately been the scenes of murder-
ous deeds and inhuman cruelties. The fields are left un-
tilled: the farmer's stock and tools have been carried off by
the soldier as his booty, he is plundered alike by Frenchman
and by foreigner. Commerce is crippled; the towns lately
thronged with merchants and customers are now moutning
their desolation in the midst of closed shops and silent
manufactories. Meanwhile, the inhabitants, ground down
by ceaseless exactions, are crying out at the immense sums
which are being squandered for nought, or applied to pur-
poses for which they were never intended. They demand a
reckoning in tones which breathe a spirit of rebellion. Men
of experience, membezs of the oldest families in France, are
in many cases regarded with suspicion, and either not

Source: From Charles Thornion Forster and . H. Blackburne Daniell,
The Life and Lefters of Ogler Ghiselin de Busbecq, vol. I} {London,
1881), pp. 38--40,
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conflicts? What were some of several consequences of all
these struggles? :

The materials in this chapter characterize this century as:
one of extraordinary violence—sometimes directed at-
women in particutar—and struggle for political and relk-
gious control, The violence diminishes and a new sense of
stabllity is gained in the second half of the seventeenth
century, as will be seen in the next chapter.

allowed to come to Court, or left to vegetate at home. Be-
sides the two parties into which Frenchmen are divided by
their religious differences, thete are also feuds and quarrels
which affect every grade of society.

In the fisst place, the feeling against the Italians who are
in the French setvice is very strong; the high promotion -
they have received and the important duties with which .
they have heen intrusted, arouse the jealousy of men who
consider them ignorant of French business, and hold that
they have neither merit, services, nor birth to justify their
appointment. . . .

The feuds which separate the leading families of France
are more bitter than those described in ancient tragedy; -
this is the state of feeling which exists between the Houses
of Guise, Venddme and Bourbon, not to mention that of
Montmotency, which, through its alliances and connec-
tions, has a considerable party of its own.

Political Will and Testament

Richelieu

The civil wars in France were ended under the rule of Henry
IV at the end of the sixteenth century. This strong king
prevailed over rival factions and strengthened the French
monarchy, But veligious conflict and the competition with the
nobility for authority were not over in France. Rather, the
mondrchy was built up toward a position of absolutism under
a series of powerful figures, including Cardinal Richelieu
(1585-1642}, who served as principal adviser to the king
between 1624 and 1642 and virtual ruler for most of that
period. In the following selection from his Political Will and
Testament, Richelieu presents his view of monarchical
bower,

CONSIDER: How Richelieu justifies monarchical power;
how Machiavelli might have responded to this view.

Source: Armand Jean du Plessis, Duc de Richeliew, Pofitical Will and
Testament, vol. Il {London, 1695}, pp. 45-486.



Power being one of the most necessary ingredients to-
wards the grandeur of kings, and the prosperity of their
governments; those who have the chief management of
affairs are particularly obliged not to omit anything which
may contribute to authorize their master so far as to make
all the world reject him.

. As goodness is the object of love, power is the cause of
dread: and it is most certain, that among all the princes
who are capable to stir a state, fear grounded upon
esteem and reverence has so much force, that it engages
everyone to perform his dugy.

If this principle is of great efficacy in respect to the in-
ternal part of states, it is to the full as prevailing abroad:

subjects and strangers looking with the same eyes upon a
formidable power, both the one and the other abstain
from offending a prince, whom they are sensible is in a
condition to hurt them, if he were so inclined.

.. I have observed by the by, that the ground of the
‘power I am speaking of must be esteem and respect; .

hat when it is grounded upon any other principle, it is
very dangerous; in the case instead of creating a rea-
sonable fear, it inclines men to hate princes, who are
‘nevet in a worse condition than when it turns to public

“The power which induces men to respect and fear
rinces with love . . . is a tree which has five divers
ranches, which all draw their nutriment and substance
om one and the same root.
" The Prince must be powerful by his reputation.
By a reasonable army always kept on foot.
~“And by a notable sum of money in his coffers, to sup-
iy unexpected exigencies, which often come to pass
en they are least expected.
Finally, by the possession of his subjects’ hearts. . . .
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kmgs, starting with James I. Al-
ch James became King of England

ouace' me J. R. Tanner, Constitutional Documents of the Reign of
8|, c.£. 1603-1625 (Cambridge, England: Cambridge University
8,1930), pp. 15-16. Reprinted by permission.
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ONSIDER: How James justifies the high position angf ast
Nwers he feels should rightly belong to kings; the ligfits to
moRarchical powers.

The Ytate of Monarchy is the supremest thfhg upon
earthifor kings are not only God’s lieutey# ints upon
earth M4d sit upon God’s throne, but evengby God him-
self thefare called gods. There be three g m:ipai sitnili-
tudes thi illustrate the state of Monagthy: one taken
out of th&Word of God and the two fther out of the
grounds of Rplicy and philosophy. In th¥ Scriptures kings
are called giis, and so their power gffter a certain rela-
tion compare§ to the Divine power. § Lings are also com-
pared to the fa¥hets of families, forg king is truly parens
patrige, the polie father of his pegible. And lastly, kings
are compared to -;; e head of hiS ghicrocosm of the body
of man.

Kings are ]ustly alled godg for that they exercise a
matmer or resemblaiee of Diffine power upon earth; for
if you will consider the attriutes o God you shall see
how they agree in the ersoff of a king. God hath power
to create or destroy, make g [ unmake, at his pleasure; to
give life or send death; tgidge all, and to be judged nor
accomptable to none; to faise low things and to make
high things low at his plefis§re; and to God are both soul
and body due. And thf 1i&e power have kings; they
make and unmake thelr suljects; they have power of
raising and casting dgvn; of4ife and of death; judges
over all their subjecfs and injall causes, and yet ac-
comptable to none fut God ory. They have power to
exalt low things agfl abase higl things, and make of
their subjects like ghen at the chigs, a pawn to take a
bishop or a knigh / and to cry up & down any of their
subjects as they di§ their money. An§to the King is due
both the affectidh of the soul and %he service of the
body of his subjgtts. . . .

As for the fagher of a family, they had¥pf old under the
Law of Naturegbatriam potestatem, which \was potestatem
vitae et necis, gver their children or familyy (I mean such
fathers of famflies as were the lineal heirs of $hose families
whereof king did originally come), for kirkgs had their
first originalffrom them who planted and sead them-
selves in cglonies through the world. Now a Yather may
dispose of fiis inheritance to his children at hi§pleasure,
yea, eve dlsmhent the eldest upon just occafons and
prefer thif youngest, according to his liking; mage them
begpars b rich at his pleasure; restrain or banis§ out of
his pregfnce, as he finds them give cause of offencd} or Te-
store fhem in favour again with the penitent sinrir. So
may ghe King deal with his subjects.
> fnd lastly, as for the head of the natural body, the
het fid hath the power of directing all the members of §
#5dy to that use which the judgment in the head thm
tmost convenient,




