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PARISH OF KIRRIEMUIR.

PRESBYTERY OF FORFAR, SYNOD OF ANGUS AND MEARNS.

THE REV. THOMAS EASTON, D. D. MINISTER.

—Torocraruy axo Narunar Histonv.

Name, Boundaries, §e—Kimuizmurn lies at the north side of
the extensive and fertile valley of Strathmore, in the county of
Angus, and is about eighteen miles from Dundee, twenty from
Arbroath, and as many from Montrose. The name is by some
supposed to be compounded of two words, Corrie-mdr, the large
hollow or den ; by others, it is said to be a Celtic word, which
means the ¢ large quarter or district” The position of the town,
on the side of a ravine or den, which extends nearly a mile in
Jongth, and is upwards of 100 feet in depth, supports the former
derivation; while the latter may be supposed to have reference to
the great extent of country which the parish embraces.

The parish is divided into two considerable districts, which are
separated from each other by part of the parish of Kingoldru
the one, the northern, usually called Glenprosen, is chiefly
‘pastoral,—the other, the southern, is agricultural and manufactur-
ing. The southern division is nearly square in its form, being,
according to Mr Blackadder, about five miles ‘i each direction ;
and contains about 16,000 imperial acres. The northern d
is about nine miles in length, and varies, according to the same
authority, from two to four miles in breadth. It contains about
18,000 imperial acres.

The southern division of the parish is bounded on the west by
Airly and Kingoldrum ; on the north by Kingoldrum; on the
east by Cortachy, Tannadice and Oathlaw ; and on the south by
Forfar and Glammis. The northern division is bounded on the
west by Lintrathen and Glenisla ; on the soath by Kingoldrum ;
on the east by Cortachy; and on the north by Clova.

Topographical Appearances.—Nothing can be more dissimilar
than the two districts into which the parish has been divided ;
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while the southern division is chiefly level, the northern divis
nearly all mountainous.

In viewing the southern division of the pasish from the hill
of Kirriomuir, from which it is nearly all visible, we find that for
about a mile {o the north of the parishes of Forfar and Glam-
mis it is nearly level ; and that then it rises gently, forming al-
most. ono continued sloping bauk, till within a few hundred yards
of the town, which stands nearly in the centre, and is separated
from this bank by a deep hollow or « den,” to which we have
already alluded. To the east and west of the town tho parish
s nearly flat; to the north it is almost level, till we reach the
bracs of Inverquharity, the summits of which are covered with
thriving plantations, which contribute greatly to their beauty.

The northern division of the parish may be described as consist-
ing of a large glen along the Prosen, flanked by lofty mountains
which rise on cither side, but which are intersected by numerous
small glens and openings.

"Tho most remarkable mountsin in the parish is Catlaw, part
of which is in the parish of Kirriemuir, and part in the parish of
Kingoldrum.  This mountain forms the foremost of the Grampian
ridge, which extends in an uninterrupted chain from the German
Ocean to the Atlantic, and is by some supposed to be the Mons
Grampius of Tacitus. It is 2264 feet above the level of tho sea.

The braes of Inverquharity, end tho hill of Kirriemuir, the only
eminences of any consequence in the southern division of the pa-
rish, are under cultivation up to their summit ; but the mountains
of Glenproson ara in general covered with heath, interspersed
with patches of grass, produced or cherished by the many rills of
water which run down their sides.

Meteorology—Climate.—The climate of the parish varies cousis
derably,—the lower part being milder and more temperate than the
higher, except in the middleof summer, when, owing to the refloxion
of the sun's rays from the hills, the latter is perhaps warmer than the
formier.  About the boundaries of the parishes of Forfar and Glam-
‘mis, the air is milder than near the town, and to the northward of
it.  Upon the whole, the climato of the southern division of the
parish may be described (especially since the ground has boen so
much drained,) a3 more dry than moist, more clear than foggy, and
more salubrious than otherwiso; and the sun is often 0 bo soen
shining on_Kirriomuir while the low parishes in the Strath are
enveloped in mist. Many persons.of both sexes errive at the age
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of throe-score and ten and even fourscore years. In the district
of Glenprosen, the population of which amounts to 205, thero are
ten persons above eighty years of age; and some time ago I noticed
four persons conversing togethor on the street whoso united ages
amounted to 333, In 1833 the deaths amounted to 1 in 62—of
which 34 averaged 73, and 13, 80. There is an instance of &
marriod couple who have lived together 64 years. One of their
daughters has had twenty children.

‘The heaviest rains como from the east and south-sast. T be-
liove that as much rain falls in Kirriemuir as in most of the parishes
on the west coast of Scotland; but we have more of it at a time
than thoy have who get more or lessof it overy day. I understand
that the smallest quantity of rain falls in some of the western isles,
the inhabitants of which seldom see the sun, from its being enve-
loped in a continual fog. The weather with us has been observed
for many years to continve steadily of the same kind for certain pe-
riods of time.

Geology.—The greater part of the southorn division of the pa-
rish consists partly of the old red sandstono formation, and partly
of red schistose sandstone, with occasional rocks of the trap family.
At Shielhill a vein of trap cuts the strata in an easterly direction ;
and at the bridge of Prosen a bed of conglomerate forms the first
lino of eminences along the north side of the valley of Strathmore.
Under the conglomerate is a stratum of gray roofing-slate, con-
tainingsome vegetable impressions, as in the corresponding beds of
the Sidlaw Hills. But the most interesting foature in the geology
of the district s a dike of serpantine on the farm of Balloch, de-
scribed by Mr Lyell in the third volume of the Edinburgh Journal
of Science. 'The direction of the dike is about cast and west
is nearly vertical, but with a slight inclination to the north ; and
considered by Mr Lyell as intoresting in showing the geological
eonnection between greenstone and serpentine, and the manner in
which stratified rocks are affected by their contiguity to dikes of
serpentine, In Glenprosen the primitive formation appears to
consist of mica-schist, hornblondo slate, and_gnoiss, containing
rock-erysial and garnets. Limestone is quarried, and burnt with
peat in small rude kilns. .

Soit.—In the southern of the parish, the soil may in
gomeral. be clasmod under two ditinct heads,—a margin of sand
s gravel, bit chiefly of the latter, contiguous to the water on
the nérth, and varying from half a mile to one mile in breadth,
—stretching from the Prosen, across the valley of the Carity,
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to somo distance on its south side, and eontracting into very
narrow limits, when it approaches the South Esk, and stil con-
tinuing along the banks of the latter to the east side of the
parish.  This specios of soil is not confined to the flat haughs o
the sidos of the waters, which are of no great extent, but stretches
over most of the clevated grounds within the above limits; and in
the lowest portion of the parish, on_the ‘south-est, there is an
extensjve flat tract, about two miles long and one mile broad, of
4 similar description. The whole of the remainder, forming the
centre of this division of the parish, is incumbent on a thick bed
of clay, intermiXed with stones, provincially termed mortar. Upon
many of the heights this deposit is of littlo depth, but it is rarely
altogether awanting, and in few cases does the subjacent rock roach
to the soil. This deposit consists of a heterogeneous mixture
of clay, sand, and stones of all sizes, from those of many tons
weight down to the smallest pobble ; and is in its nature imper-
vious to water. The soil on it is therefore moro or less damp,
unless when possessed of considerable depth, which is frequently
the case on the face of sloping grounds, on moderate elevations,
or in flats and hollows, where there is an alluvial deposit. In
such situations, the richest soil of the parish is found, consisting
of black and brown loams of excellent quality, but comparative-
Iy of littlo oxtent.

In the low gravelly tracts the soil is all dry, but generally thin-
ver than the mortar, unless where there happens to be an al-
luvial deposit on the flats and hollows, which are in such cases of
very rich soil.  The tracts on the northern side contain the greatest
‘proportion of good soil, that on the south being chiofly very bare
gravel, having a thin black moorish soil on it, equally barren with
the coldest and worst soils on the mortar. There is not  pabble
40 be soen which cannot readily be referred to the parent rock.
Within the limits of the mortars there are numerous specks of .
sandy and gravelly soils, but none.of such an extent as to deserve
notice in such a general view as this ; and, strictly speaking, there
is. no strong clay soil, for all the mortar soils are in
more of a sandy than clayey nature, when compared with. clays in
other quarters of the county, and those of other districts of Scot
land. In many of the hollows over all this portion of the parish,
there aro: deposits of moss, some of which have been complotely,
and others partially, drained. In the former case,  considerable
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wp through the centre of tholoch, and exposes the marl to its bot=
tom on each side. The whole bed consists, first, of a layer of
moss, mixed with alluvial earth ; then a layer of marl; and at the
bottom, a layer of clay. The bed is wrought in a systematic man-
fer; first, the moss is removed, and thrown into 2 bed prepared for
it; then the marl is taken away ; and then a layer of clay is thrown
upon the moss, which is thus converted into Jand of great fortlity.
The marl occupies about 100 acres, and varies from four to six feet
in depth. From this bed of marl, horns of deer and of other ani-
mals are occasionally dug: In particular, there was dug up one
pair of antlers with seven branches, which is preserved in the house
of Logie.

In the meadows of Logie the shells are abundant. When taken
up they are frequently entire; but, after a short expasure to the
atmosphere, they crumble into a fine white powder, which effer-
vesces with acids. This is not always, however, the case; for I
have a quantity of shells which were collected in this locality, and,
although they have been for some time in my possession, they still
retain their form.

Prevalent Distempers.— Tho parish may be said to be in general
healthy. . Asthmatical complaints, so common in some districts, are
scarcely known here; the disoases to which the people are most lia-
ble are inflammatory complaints, which, about twenty years ago,
wero often fatal, but which now, from the improved mode of treat-
ment, and the free use of the lancet, in general end favourably.
These complaints do not arise, so far as we can discern, from any
Jocal cause. Scrofulous affections were once common, but the
symptoms have been mitigated by the improvement which has
taken place in the food of the people, their clothes, and thoir
bouses. In this last respect there is siill abundance of room for
improvernient, especially in the town. Of the diseases once com-
mon'in.this parish and neighbourhood, which have in a great mea-
sure disappeared, by far the most remarkable is what is provincially
called the leaping ague. 'The curious readier will find an interest-
ing account of this extraondinary- isedse in the third volume of
the Edinburgh. Medical Journal, and in Dr Jamioson's Statistical
Account of Tannadice. It may be said to consist in a morbid
propensity to runving, leaping, or tumbling, whith the patient is
wnable to resist. . During the paroxysm he has all the appearance
of madoess,  Cold bathing is said to be the only remedys but
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when the fit of running or leaping comes o, nothing was found
tending to abate the violence of the disease, so much as allowing
the patient to exerciso himself till natare was exhausted. Thero
is only one"person in the parish who is known to me as at present
now liable to be aflicted with this singular disease.

Hydrography—Rivers.—The ouly streams in the parish are the
South sk, the Prosen, the Carity, and the Garie. The South
Eck takes its rise round the mountains of Clova; and after receiv-
ing many tributary streams in its progress, falls into tho sea at
Montrose. The Prasen has its source in the north-west extre-
mity of the northern division of the parish, end runs through tho
whole of Glenprosen. It is fed by the rivulets of Lednathy,
Glenoig, Glenlogy, and many others, and falls into the South
Esk, near Inverqubarity. The Carity rises nt Balintore, in the
pariski of Lintrathen, and is lost in the South Esk, near Inverquha~
rity. The Garic has its source in tho Loch of Kinnordy, and
falls into the Dean a little to the eastward of Glammis Castle.
Before the loch was drainod the Garie was a considerable stream ;
but it is now so small that often in summer it is scarcely suffi-
cient to turn a mill

Loch of Kinnordy.—The only lake or loch of considerable ex-
tent in the parish is the Loch of Kinnordy. It was drained in 1740
and 1741 by Sir John Ogilvy, for the sako of the marl. It is about
a mile in longth, aud half a mile in breadth, and abounded, as the
Rev. George Ogilvy assures us, in pike, perch, and the large
silver-coloured ecl. This lake being but imperfectly drained at
first, Mr Jobson, when proprietor of the lands of Balfour in Kin-
goldrum, undertook to drain it completely ; but after he hed ex-
pended a great deal of money in the attempt, he desisted. ~In its
present state it is both unsightly and unhealthy ; and it certaioly
should cither be drained cffoctually, or restored to its pristine con-
dition, by allowing the water once more to cover it. This last
alternative could casily bo accomplished; and it is & matter for
consideration whether the valuo of the water, as & reservoir. for

the mills on the Garie, might not compensate for the loss of the._

marl, the demand for which has become of late vory limited. . .
Zology.—From the extent of the parish, and from the great va~

rioty of soil and climate which it embraces, it possesses perhaps as

‘many varieties in zoology as most others in the kingdom. No

sonis better acquainted with this branchof natural history that John,
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extent of them has been improved and cultivated, and forms a very
productive soil.  On the whole, 4bis division of the parish may be
stated to be, in respect of o, fully equal o any of those conti-
guous.

‘With respect to the northern division of the parish, the cultivated
ground is confined to the bottom of the glen, and in some cases to
partial spots, stretching up the sides of the rising grounds. The
greatest part of this soil is of a gravelly nature, exactly similar
both in kind and in fertility to that which we have already de-
scribed on the north side of the lower division. Farther up, on the
sides of the mountains, the soil s at first composed of the decayed
subjacent rocks, intermixed with vegetable matter, forming a very
good soil ; but in general the ground is both too steep, and of too
great elevation, to bo cultivated. A very large extent on the sides,
the summits, and the hollows of the mountains, is deeply covered
with moss. When thore is a due mixturp of earthy s
excess of surface water, the mountain pasturage is finely
with tender grass and heath, forming valuable sheep-walks ; but,
the soil is damp or mossy, the herbage is of & coarser de-
seription. This division of the parish is, in the particulars now
referred to, on a par with any of the contiguous mountain die-
tricts, and even superior to some of them.

Gravel Pits.—From the description which I have given of the
soil of the parish, it may be scon that there are in it many gravel
pits, the pobbles imbedded in which partake of the nature of Gram-
pian rock, or thesubjacent rocks; and the trap does not appear tobo
a stratified deposit, but a heterogeneous and disordered accumula-
tion. It has beon remarked, that the pariicles of the sand at the
Loch of Kinnordy and at Roundy Hill, are globular, whereas those
of the sand at Auchlishie are angular; on which account this sand,
when mixed with lime, is in high repute as a cement.

Peat-Moss.—There are many peat-mosses in the parish. The
moss of Kinnordy has been & of late in a systematic man-
ner. Previous to 1810, the inhabitants of Kirriemuir were al-
lowed to dig peats in this moss Tor themselves; but they con-
ducted their operations in & manner 5o jrregular, that the whole
surface had becomo covered with doep pits, and the belief had be-
come genersl, that the moss was exhuusted. At this time, at s
comeidarable expense, the person who superintended the work
drained the moss according to a plan given by the eminent Mr
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Johnston,—levelling eminences, and filling up excavatious ; andy
in the course of three years, be found that the whole moss had
subsided about threo foet, and, in consequence, had become more
compact and dry. Having divided the moss into fields, ho began
at the lower end by trenching the ground ; the peats he laid aside
for sale; but that part of the moss which was of 1o value ha
lovellod, —covering the whole with a tramp of clay taken from the
bottom, so that the whole of what has been treated in this way
presonts a regular surface. For the last seventeen years, the
value of peats sold hes amounted annually to a sum from L. 100 to
L.150 Sterling ; and the ground from which the peats are dug,
‘amounting now to twenty or thirty acros, formerly of no use, has
already produced good crops of grass and corn. Such moss lands
should be allowed to lie long in grass ; and, before being broken
up, they should be pared and burned,—a small quantity of lime,
if possible, being added.

The moss of the Balloch is of considerable extent. 1t is in somo
places twenty-two feet in depth. The average depth is sixteen
foet. The first layer, consisting of unconsolidated moss, is five
feet. Thero is-then an average layer of eleven feet of moss fit for
peats; and at the bottom is a layer of white sandy cley. There
is po marl.

Beds of Marl.—Shell-marl is well known to_be the remains of
‘myriads of small testaceous animals which commouly inhabit pools
of water, and which have lived and died in this situation. There
are two beds of marl of considerable extent in the parish ; the one
the Loch of Kinnordy, the other the meadows of Logie. . In the up-
per bed of marl there was lately found the skeloton of a stag, Cer
‘vus elephas, of large dimensions. The horns had nine branches,
and weighed when dry nearly cighteen pounds. The skeleton was
in a vertical position, the tips of the homs nearly reaching to the
surface of the marl, and the feet nearly two yards below. The
‘marl was jmmediately covered by peat, in which also the skeletons
of stags are occasionally discovered.

The meadows of Logie were drained under the able direction
of Mr Abercrombie. The water which falls into the loch is con-
veyed through the contiguous property by an arched under-ground
tunnel ; while ail ombankment around the north side koep off the
land floods, and collects a sufficient quantity of water to serve the
purpose of a mill-pond.  An immense drain is led from the tumnel
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Kinloch, Esq. of Kilry, who has kindly communicated to me a list
of birds and quadrupeds, most of which have been scen by himself.
It ought to be mentioned, that a collection of wild animals and birds
of the rarer sort was made by the late Mr John Bell, in conjunc-
tion with Mr Kinloch, which was prosented to the University of St
Andrews. 1 content myself with mentioning a fow of the most re-
markable birds. The golden eagle (Falco Chrysattos)—builds in
Clova, but is often seen in Glenprosen. The hen-harrier or blue
hawk (. cyancus); the female is called ring-tail (F. pygargus), and
is often mistaken for a different specics. ‘The merlin (. isalon),
the least of the genus Falcs, and very rare. The homed or long~
eared owl often scen in the forest ouir, und at Balnaboth; the
otherspeciesare common. Lanius excubitor, thegreat butcher-bird
this bird is rare. The raven (Corvus coraiz) ; the carrion crow (C.
corone); the hooded crow (C. coraz); and the rook (C frugilegus);
all common: the crows from the rookeries in_the neighbour-
hood, from Cortachy, from Inverqubarity, from Dunnichen, from
Glammis, and from the Baki, have been long observed to assemble
every day during the month of February within a mile of the town
of Kirriemuir. ‘The jackdaw (C. monedula); the magpie (C. pica);
and the jay (C. glandarius): this last species scen in the forest
moor. The starling (Sturnus vulgaris); this species used formerly
%o build at Logie, but has not been seen for several years : T
caught one on the hill of Kirriemuir. The misseh-thrush (Zur-
dus viscivorus) breeds at Logie; the feld-fare (1 pilaris) the
redwing (7. iliacus) ; both migratory, but visiting us every winter,
frequenting thoso places where wild berries are most abundant.
The ring or rock-ouzel, (7. torguatus), though it breeds among
the.cairns of the Grampians, is sometimes to be seen in the gar-
dens of the low country in autumn. The snaw-bunting (Emberiza
mivalis) makes its appearance in severe winters, lighting always
on the ground, and never on trees. The goldfinch (Fringilla
carduclis) breeds in the gardens of Kinnordy and Logie. T
mountain-finch (F. montifviagitla) ; this beautiful little bird visits
Logie in sovere winters to feed on beech-mast, its favourite food.
The wood-lark (Alauda arborea) very rare. The long-tailed tit-
mouse (Parus caudatus); Mr Kinloch bas seen this species at
Logie, and in the forest moor, but it is not common. The sodge
bird (Motacilla phragmitis) froquenting flags and reeds and sedges,
and often board, but seldom seen. The wood-wren (A4, sibilatris)
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not generally known, and not very common. The golden-crested
wren (M. regulus), the least of all European birds; Mr Kinloch
says it is tolerably plentiful in the forest moor and Logie, and is
generally to be seen on the largest trees. The land-rail or corn-
crake (Rallus crez). 'The water-rail (R. aguaticus) is sometimes
to be seen in the marshes on the estates of Kinnordy and Logi
‘The spottod rail (R. porzana) is very raroly seen. The king-fisher
(lcedo ispida) ; Mr Kinloch has seen several at Logie, generally
in winter-but has never heard of their broeding there. Tho bit-
tern (Ardea sécllaris); Mr Kinloch has heard of their frequenting
the marshes of Strathmore before they were drained; but they have
not been scen for many years.

The woodeoek (Scolopaz rusticola) is common. The. goodwit
(Zimosa melaiiura), and the red-shank or pool-snipe (Zotanus cali-
dris), bave both been shot at Logie and Kinvordy. The water-
ben_ (Fulica chloropus) is to ‘be found in all the marshes and
ditches reeds in them; Mr Kinloch has seen the coot
(F.atra) in a marsh to the castward of Logie. The wild swan
(dnas cyges ferus); the wild goose (A. anser forus); and the
white fronted gooso (. albifrons), all visit us in the course of their
‘migrations. The teal (. erecca) and the wild duck (. Doschas),
are commoninthe Loch of Kinnordy. The spotted fycatcher( Mus-
cipula grisola) breeds at Logie, and is not generally known. [
need scarcely mention, that the different kinds of swallows, the
chimney-swallow, the window-swallow, the sand-martin, and the
swift, are common.

The goatsucker (Caprimulgus Evropeus) has been shot at
Logie and Kinnordy. The phoasant (Phasianus colehieus) is oc:
casionally to be seen. Black-cock ( Zetrao tetriz) is common in
Glenprosen and in the forest moor. The ptarmigan (7 lagopuis)
is common in Glenprosen. The red-grouso or muirfowl (T.
Scoticus) is nowhere more abundant than in Glenprosen. The
quail (Perdiz coturaiz) is an occasional visitant to the corn-fields
in Strathmore, and was killed at Logie in the winter of 1838,

Quadrupeds.—The red deer or stag (Cervus elephas) may o
first mentioned. This species, though not #o frequently as for-
‘merly, is still occasionally to be seen in Glenprosen. -1 have often
aeen thi roobuck (C. capreolus) in the forest moor tnd in the woods
of Lindsrtis. The wild<at (Felis catus) is often ‘seen in the
woods of Balnaboth. The weatsl { Mustela vilgaris) is often bt
with 5 but the stoat or ermine (M. crminea) ia notsocommori. The
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stoat becomes white in winter, and is to be distinguished from the
woazel by its tail being always black at the end it is also larger.
The polecat (M. putorius) is common. The martin has been
found in the woods of Balnaboth ; the other frequents tho banks
of the Esk, and of the burn of Ballandarg. The badger is com-
mon; one was killed some years ago in the poultry-house at Logie.
There are two varieties of the fox, tho large biack-legged grey-
bound fox, or hill fox, and the cur fox, or low country fox, which
is smaller. The hare is common. The white or Alpine hare
(Lepus variablis) is often to be seen in Glenprosen; it becomes
whito in winter, except the tips of the ears, which remain black.
1 havo been told by a mole-catcher that he once found a white
mole near Newtyle. The large-eared bat. (Vespertitio auritus,)
and the short-cared bat (V. murinus), are equally common about
old buildings ; of the latter species I counted thirty-six, which
came out one after another from a crevice in the wall of the
‘manse.

Mr Jobn Fergusson has sometimes seen the viper or adder
{Coluber berus ) in the hill of Glenoig. My late friend, Mr John
Bl brought two nimble lizards (Lacerta agilis) from the mou
tains of Glenprosen, and on placing them on the carpet they show-.
ed that the name was well applied.

Pearls.—Mr George Donn says, that the pearl mussel (Mya
margaritifira) is common in the South Esk; and Dr Jamieson as-
sures us, that at one time there was a considerable fishery carriod
on to procure pearls. He mentions that some of them wore 50 va-
Iuable that L. 4 were given for them in the first market. One
was got as large as the ball of a pocket pistol. - The principal bank
‘whore they were found-was between the house of Bankhead and
the house of Inshewan. ~About two years ago, a quantity of pearls
was sold to.a jeweller in this town, found in the South Esk, six
miles above Cortachy.

Znsscts.—There are several insects which have lately boon ob-
served, and which have proved injurious to vegetation and fruit
trees. 1 shall mention a few of themas thay oocur.

Curculio pini. Though the favages of. this destructive insect
have not been so great as in other places, they have been felt here.
This littlo animal, as Mr Hoadrick observes, cuts holes into the
tender vessels of the larch and birch, which allow much of the sap
to sscape. - The extravasated sap dries in the air, forming small
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white flakes of turpentine, resembling hoar frost, on. the ‘tender
branches.

Ci pyri. This insect is very common on the.fruit trees of the
garden walls of Kinnordy, and does great damage. The gardener
informs me, that in suramer he is obliged to hunt them with candle
light, as they do not make their sppearance during the day.

The caterpillar.— The larvie of various species of butterfly cominit
great devastation on the leaves of gooscberry bushes, white and
red currant bushes, and on_cabbages. I have never seen them
attack the black currant. The eggs are laid with great regularity
on the under part of the leaf; and I know of no remedy so effec-
twal as pickiog off the leaves as soon as the eggs are observed on
them. M Donn remarks, that the larvie of Musca fumetarins
and M. frit are sometimes injurious ; the one to wheat, and the
other to barley. What is provincially called the wire=worm is the
larva of the Zipula oleracea, & long-legged large fly, common
about meadows, and also sometimes the larvae of the 7. crocata.
This grub sometimes does much mischief to oats, after grass, par-
ticularly old gress.  The Limaz agrestis, or what is commonly cal-
led the grub, does much injury in some quarters in eating up the
young wheat in spring, and also the oats in the month of May. Vari-
‘ous plans have boen tried for their destrixction; but none have beéri
effectual.  The most common s to roll the ground at night with a
heavy roller, which crushes them, and puts a stop to their WOR of
destruction. Papilio. napi is often destructive to the braird of
turnips, and 1 am acquainted with no remedy. a

But no insect has of late years been more destructive to the frits
of the carth than Zipala ritici, or the wheat-fly,—an account ‘of
‘which is to be found in the Transactions of the Linncan Soelety by
the Rev. Mr Kirby, aud in the 8th Number of the Quarterly Jourhel
of Agriculture by Mr Archibald Gorrie. ~ This last gentieman es-
timates the loss sustained by the farming interest in the carse ind
braes of Gowris t0 exceed L. 90,000 Sterling. - Liko others of the
insect tribe, the wheat-fly in winter is in a state of larva; and
about the beginning of June, having assumed the shape of fliss,
they begin to appear in those fields where wheat has boetr grow:
ing during the preceding year. When thie wheat comes-into ear,
the flies are led to it; but if they arrive at  field of whest-befro
it is in ear, they conceal themselves among the foliage within &
foot of the ground, and as s00n as any of the ears have appoared*
with one side out of the sheath, the female flies ascend to the eafs;
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and commence laying their eggs. In the years 1827, 1628, and
1829, in shedding aside the wheat at the flowering season, the flies
were to b seen in myriads. In stormy and windy weather, they
aro 50 slender that they are not able o riso and sit upon the ear
to lay their eggs; but in calm weather, at this critical season,
they accomplish this with case. The offcet is the almost total
ruin of the crop; for, from the moment the oggs are thus laid,
vegetation coases, the anthers do not expand, and tho filaments
that support them are glued to the chaff. The stigma continues
to appear fresh, and the anthers retain their fresh colour ll wi
in nine days from the eggs being laid; when the caterpillars ap-
pear fally formed, and of a white colour, which ultimately turns to &
bright sulphur ; they thus devour the embryo grain. ‘The flies do
not live more than three days after they have laid their eggs. 1 know
of no effectual remedy to arrest the progress of this destructive
insect. It is in vain to expect that it can be cxtirpated by ex-
posure to frost.  Mr Gorrio is of opinion, however, that, having
succeeded in burying other caterpillars of large growth, the
wheat-fly maggot might be also kept under. This, says he,
could be easily performed, if, in ploughing the wheat stubbles, &
scarificr or skimmer wera fixed on the beam before the coulter, of
such construction as would cut and lay about an inch of the sur-
face in the bottom of the furrow.  If this wero done correctly, and
the subsequent ploughing kept %o shallow as ot to touch the bu-
vied surface, it is not likely that the maggots could seck their way
up through the superincumbent soil. 1t is plain that, in this case,
grass seeds are.not to be sown with the wheat ; but some other crop.
must in the meantime be substituted. If this plan do not succeed,
farmers for a few years ought to abandon the raising of wheat, and
turn their attention to some other crop not liable to be injured. *

Botany—Forests and Plantations.— The forest. of Plater or Pla-
tane lies n the eastern partof the parish;; and the tradition is, that,
from thehill of Kirremuir to the hill of Finhaven, the wood at one time.
was 50 thick that tho wild cat could leap from one tree to another
between the two places. This wood consisted of oak, birch, and
other tress, which no doubt had witnessed the rites of the Draids;

= In the original MS. proservad smong e Archivesof the Chureh, there i added.
2 sk of & small muber of new o rare inscty, which have boe taken at Kinmordps
or in some pare of e pariah of Kirremuis wikin the last four o, They pace,
been stentively sxarained by 3 Curin and some of them are described in b Bric
i Entomlogs. T e sias s s il n the bkary of th o
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and Mr George Ogilvy remarks, that, in his time, the Foots of that
wero dug up in the moor by people casting peat and turf, This
wood belonged of old to the Earls of Crawford, who set & forester
over it. - It afterwards belonged to the Earl of Strathimore, oni of
whose titles was Heritable Forester of the Forest of Plater. It
now belongs to Charles Lyell, Esq. of Kinnordy. One of the
‘maxims of war, which was bequeathed by Kjng Robert Bruce as
a legacy to his countrymen, was * Let wood for walls be.” There
is a tradition, accordingly, (and it is countenanced by Fordous,)
that Sir Andrew Moray, the friend of Wallace, and the Regent
of Scotland, on a memorable occasion, having been pressed by the
English, had recourse to the forest of Plater, where he concealed
himself for the winter, and from which he issued and marched
straight to Panmure, when a bloody battle was fought, and when
distinguishod victory was obtained,—4000' men, among whom
was Lord Henry Mountfort, having been loft dead on the spot. ®

The natural timber in the parish is now very limited in quantity,
being confined chicfly to birch, alder, hazel, black-thorn, and willows,
on tho sides of the waters at the norther extremity of the parish, and
in Glenprosen.  On dry ground, though bare, there is no tree that
thrives better than the larch; but for wet land the Scotch fir is to
be preferred. The best situations for the growth of most kinds of
trees are found by experience to be the stoep banks of dens, and
the sloping sides of hills. It has been remarked, that oak thrives
better than any other kind of hard-wood in inferior soils. In low
‘moors, where the soi i thin, and the subsoil retentive, trees seldom
come toany considerable size; but when the subsoil is porousthe case
is otherwise. Mr Chalmers, who has had great experience as a fo-
rester, having planted nearly 1000 acros on the cstate of Kinnordy,
s an advocate for thin planting,—a practice which he justifies by
many arguments. There are around Inverquharity Castle a fow

+ old ‘chestnut trees, not so remarkable for their size as for their

age.  There aro here also many very fine ash-trees, some of
which are supposed to contain upwards of 100 cubic feet of wood
of the best quality. I measured an ash-tree, which is upwards of
13 foet in circumference, and an elm, which is nearly 12 feet. -Bat
the largest trees in the parish are to be found around the mansion~
house of Logie. The periphery of the great ash-trie is nearly

O the quesion of what fas bocome ofthe 0aksofthe forest of Platr,th wrider
bexs {0 rekr o the Nows o My Tyslers History of Sectland, whers they wil
he st discuscd in + althory manner.
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21 foet. There are several others of considerable size. There
iire glso a great many fine boeches, many of which are from 12 to
14 feot in circumference. At Kinnordy there is a considerable
variety of all the different ornamental kinds of wood. ~ At Balna~
both the plantations are chicfly of Scotch fir, with a few larch ;
both are of excellent quality, particularly the former. The late
Earl Walter, who planted them, very properly took the procaution
of sending to the Mar forests for his plants.

1L—Civi. Histony.
Accounts of the Parish.— There is an account of this parish ex-
tant in manuseript, drawn up in 1748 by the lata Rev. George
Ogilvy. It embraces the history of Christianity, from its first in-
troduction into Scotland ; but it has an especial reference to the ec-
clesiastical state of Kirriemuir, of which he was long the respect-
able minister. This history has been transcribed into the book
which is képt for the registration'of baptisms, and is of consider-
able value. ~ As the validity of any but Episcopal ordination was
Keenly contested at the time when Mr Ogilvy lived, the principal
object which he seems to have had in view was to prove, by a refe-
renco to acknowledged facts, that our irst Protestant ministers had
1o Gther but Presbyterian ordination.
Tn 1825, the present incumbent published  Statoments rela-
tive to the Pauperism of Kirriemuir.” *
Historical Events.—Tradition furnishes us with few particulars
soting the early history of Kirriemuir. There can be no doubt
that the inbabitants of this and of the neighbouring parishes zeal-
ously attached to' the Ogilvies, shared in their fortunes, shedding
their blood as often as it was required in their service. When
Donald, the Lord of the Isles, who ranked himself among the al-
tiss ofEngland, and made war and peace as an independent prince,
addvineed in 1411 to prosecute his claims o the earldom of Ross,
e was opposed by Lord Ogilvy, the sheriff of Angus, who brought
his own martial clan, somie of whom were no doubt inhabitants
of Koo, and at Hariaw, along with the poerful Easl of Mar
and others, gained the vietory which decided, as Sir Walter Scott
‘observes, the superiority of the more civilized regions of Scotland
over:thase inkabited by the Celtic tribes.
In the famous battle between the Ogilvys and Lindsays, which
« For un sceoibt of the meny loteresing Iocaliies of the parish, se the argioa
us.
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was fought in 1447, no fewer than 500 Ogilvys fell, which must
have beon a severe stroke to Kirriemuir.

The Catherines—At o very remote petiod itwas not acoounted
dishonourable for polite clans to commit doprodations on each other.
It was usual for the Highlanders beyond the Grampians to put
themselves under the command of some warlike chieftain, o form
themselves into bands of Catherines, as they were called, and. to
levy from all the farmers in their neighbourhood a contribution,
under the name of black-mai, to secure their forbearance or pro-
tection. The fine country of Strathmore could not escape their
depredations, and many a tale is told of their incursions.  We are
informed, that, even 5o early as 1892, three chiefs of the name of
Donnechy, instigated or comumandéd by Duncan Stewart, a natural
sonofthe turbulent Earl of Buchan, came down toravage thisdistrict;
and that a bloody battle took place in the Stormonth, in which Sir
John Ogilvy, of this parish, was slain, with many of his followers.”

Foud between Forfur and Kirriemuir.— At one time feuds were
not uncommon between rival towns, as well as between rival fami-
lies. The foud between Perth and Dundee is alluded to by Dr
Small in his Statistical Account of the Intter of these towns.
There was one equally bitter, though not equally important, be-
tween the royal burgh of Forfar and the baronial burgh of Kirrie-
wmuir. The origin of this feud was trifling,—a dispute respecting
a picco of ground, called the Muir Moss, which was; claimed by
both parishes, but which was of little value to cither. The cone
test was exceedingly violent. There is a hismorous story connect~
ed with this feud, which is found recorded in the brief biographi-
cal notice of Drummond the poety. the ‘friend of Johnson and
Shakspeare, prefixed to the folio edition of his works. *

* In'the year 1645, who the plague was raging fn Sootlasd, this smisent porson
came acedemtlly to Fore, bt was ot llowed t0sater any hoss, o 10 gt Iodge
ing i the town  whih foreed bias, though 1t wes vary lae, % dires Bia coures %9

el and kindly entertained.  Belog informed of
omo wn repecting the Mo mom he wiots
Jettr o the Proos of Forfr 1 be commauniosiedfo he cown-couacl . hast. 14

was imagine that thislter came from the Estats, then iting a¢ St Andrews. The
common couneil was summoned with all expedition, and the micister was et or 62

‘The Kirviemorions and Forfuriuns met st Mois most,
Te Kirriessarians beat the Forfriana back 0 the Crom ;
Sutors ye sz, ad sutors yo be,
Fye upon Fosfr, Kiiemuir bears the gree.
Some ancodotes connected with the Rebellion of 1715 and 1745, alao with the

) [ ke





image15.png
< C | @ Not secure | stataccscotedina.ac.uk/static/statacc/dist/viewer/nsa-vol 11-Parish_record_for_Kirriemuir_in_the_county_of Forfar_in_volume_11_of account_2/?search=kirriemuir *| i

Apps &7 Email Login Page -5 " CETS: Teaching reso. [[J Greig Duncan Folk s [ PP Scotiand's Sangs ' Worldremit [3 Scots Sangs Fur Sche ¥ Google Maps ¢ Vaughan Willams M

More about volume 11

9
< 8
Q

W

174 FORFARSHIRE.

Eminent Persoris—Family of Ogilty of Airly.— The noble family

of Airly s descended from Gilbert, a near relation of Gilchrist, Earl
of Angus,a gentleman of high distinction ia the reign of William the
,» who succeoded to the crown of Scotland in 1163. He ob-
tained from that prince a charter to the lands of Powrie, Ogilvy,
and Lintrathen ; and he took the name, Ogilvy, from bis barony, as
was customary in these days. ~ Sir James Ogilvy was so highly es-
teemed by King James 1V. and his court, that ho was created
a poer by the titlo of Lord Ogilvy of Airly, and sat in his Parlia-
ment in 1491 The eighth Lord Ogilvy, from his great merit and
eminent services done to King Charles L, and for the great loyalty
and fdelity of his ancestors, was farther digaified with the title of
Earlof Airly in 1639, David, the then Earl of Airly, had two sons,
James and John; of whom James, the eldest son, Lord Ogilsy,
baving engaged in the rebellion of 1713, was attainted of high trea-
son; but his estate was saved by being in his father's person, who
was then alive. He ws afterwards pardoned ; but died without
issue. Ho was succeeded by his brother Jobn, the fourth Earl of
Airly. His son, Lord Ogilvy, having engaged in the rebellion of
1745, was attainted of high treason, and escaped into France,
where he had the command of a Scotch regiment called Ogilvy’s
Regiment. The tile was for some time in abeyance ; but was re-
stored in 1826 to David, the present Earl, to the satisfaction of
the whole county, and:the cnthusiastic joy of Kirriemuir and its
neighbourhood.

This family has produced many individuals, no less eminent for
their patriotism than for their logally to their sovereigns ; of these
none were o distinguished as the first Earl and his two gallant
sons. It was against this noble family that the Marquis of Ar-
gyl bad orders to proceed ; and 5000 men were levied for that
purpose. _ Airly, in possession of Lord Ogilvy, and Forthar, their
two principal seats, were destroyed, and the fonantry ingloriously
plundered of their corn and cattle. Though the Marquis was ap-
parently only the instrument, he was the secret mover of this se-
vere meastre,—a feud between the family of Campbell and Ogilsy
having subsisted for several centuries, 1t was in commemoration
of this event that the popular song of the * Bonny House of Air-
e s said to have beon written; Argyle himself, according to the

‘comie event, calld the  Batde of Cloisterbank,” in 1782, will be found in the or

ol Ms. © The University of Edinburgh
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tradition, having taken a hammer, and assisted in the demolition of
the doorways and hewing of the stone-work Gl he was overcomo
with fatigue.

“The Earl of Airly, now referred to, was eminent s a soldier, and
distinguished himself in Montrose’s campaigns, in particular at the
battle of Kilsyth. Nimmoy in his History of Stirlingshire,informs us,
thata body of 1000 Highlanders in Montrose's army, without ordrs,
marched up the hill o attack the enemy. That consummate general
sont a strong detachment, under the command of the Earlof Airly,

to their assistance, whose arrival not only presorved this resolute
corps from being overpowered by a superior force, with which they
were going to engage, but tumed the balance agaiost their avia-
gonists, who were obliged to retreat, ~ This was the most complete
victory which Montrose ever gained. The loss on bis side was
small,—only seven or eight persons having been slain, three of
whom were named Ogilvy, being relations of the noble family of
Airly.

Family of Opilty of Iuverquharity.—This family, according to
Douglas, traces it origin to the third son of the deceased Walter
Oglvy of Auchterhouse, by name Sir John, who received from his
brother the lands and barony of Inverquharity in 1420, This fa
mily was ever held in the highest estimation,—its members hold-
ing the highest civl and military appointments. It is not always
easy, however, to distinguish their exploits from those of tho
house of Airly, to which they were allied. Alesander, second
son of Sir John, was a youth of extraordinary parts, according to
Guthrie in his Memoirs of Montrose,—valiant above his age, and
of a fervent and daring spirit. He joined that distinguished war-
ior; was taken prisoner in the battle of Philiphaugh s and, for his
irm adherence to the Royal cause, was executed at Glasgow in the
Bower of his age, in 1646.

The song, It was o’ for our rightful King,” is said to have
been the production of Captein Ogilyy, son of Sir David Ogilvy of
Inverqubarity.  Ho was along with King Jamesat the battle of the
Boyne, and aftervards fell in a0 engagement on the Rhine. Ttis
said that he was ono of the hundred gentlemen who volunteered to
attend their royal master in his exile. The present ropresentative
of this ancient family s Sir John Ogilvy, an offcer in the Guards.

Family of Kinloch.—This family is very ancient, and may be
traced to the twelfih, if not the ninth century.  There s a charter

without date to Sir John de Kinlpchy shich wys confirmed by King
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family also has produced many individuals e
went for their literature, their patriotism, aod their loyalty; in par-
ticular David, born in 1560, and educated a physician, who travel-
led much in foreign parts, and became eminent in his profession.
‘He was some time confined in the Inquisition in Spain; but from
thishe was at last iberated, on performing an extraordinary cure upon
the Inquisitor General, when given over by his physicians. He after-
wards retumed to this country, and having acquired considerable
wealth by the most honourable means, he purchased lands, which
‘were confirmaed to him by a charter from James VL in 1616. He,
was a gentleman of great geniusand learning, and wrote several works
on physic. Dr Small, in his Statistical Account of Dundee, me
tions him as physician to James VL., and as author of some pooms
in the Latin language of great eloguence and beauty, and which
are to be found in the collection of the Poetae Scotigoni. There
is @ portrait of this eminent person in the house of Logie, the re-
sidence of the family, The baronctey of the family was forfeited
in 1746, John Kinloch, Esq. of Kilry, an officer in the Guards,
is the legal heir to this honour, as being the lineal descendant and
representative of James Kiloch, progenitor of the Kinlochs of
Kilry, who was second son of James Kinloch of Aberbrothy, and
father of Sir David Kioloch, created a baronet by King James
VIL, but whose family in that line has become extinct.
ZLand-owners.—The chief of these, with their valued rents, as
rocorded in the valuation roll published by the Michnelmas Court
of the county, 1822, are the following.
Chwle Lyell, Eug. of Kinordy, - - L3563 13
John Kinloch, Eeg and fouars, = - 1o 0
G.'L. Meamn, Exg of Linderis, < - - 1027 0
‘The Hon. Colondl Ogivy of Clovs, aad foars, - 338 6
Fruocis Grabam, Exq of Mo, - - 43613
Miss H. Brown of Glasmwell, - S0
Joho, Adaman, Eu, of Hllhesd, aod fovars, - 30 0
Parochial Registers.— The parochial registers are of  lata date.
1t appears that they were taken possession of in 1713, by the Rev.
Jaes Rait, and wero never aftervards recovered. The registers
of marriages, births, and deaths, which have been kept sinco 1713,
are o8 correct as most others, but far from being in  satisfactory
state.
Antiquities—Rocking-stones,—Dx Smith, in his History of the
Druids, sage, that the Highlaaders called the rocking-stones
£ Clacha Breath,” that is, the stones of judgment ; but Mr Hud-
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dlestone, in his learned notes to his edition of Toland, objects to
this appellation, in as much as 1o two rocking-stones are to ba
found together. It is singular, however, that there are two a little
to the north-west of the hill of Kirriomuir, within a few yards of each
other. The one of them is a block of whinstone, nearly oval, and
is throe feet three inches in height, nine feet in length, and four
feet ten inches in breadth. The other, of Lintrathen porphyry,
is two feet in height, eight feot in length, and five feet in broadth.
The purpose for which these stones were erected is involved in
mystery.

‘Standing-stoncs.—O these, the most early of all monuments,
therearesoveralin Kirriemuir, nove of which have inscriptions of any
kind. The most remarkable in this parishis the “ Standing-stone”in
the hill of Kirriemuir, which has been evidently at some period split
into two; one part of it is stll standing, the other is lying. The
standing part is nine feet in height above the surfaco of the ground.
At the base it is six feet and six inches in breadth, and at the top
it is four foet and six inches; it cannot be less than threo or four
feat in the ground'; and in the memory of man it tapered towards
the top, but the projecting part has been knocked oft. The lying
part of the stono is twelvo feet and nine inches in length. Trax
dition is silent as to the purpose for which it was erccted.®

Caves.—Tacitus obscrves, in bis account of the manners of the

Gormans, that it was thoir custom to dig caves in the carth, where
theylaid up their grain and lived in winter; and that in these caves
they would find shelter from their euemies. OF such caves several
have been discovored in Kirriemuir. The most remarkable is tha
“ Weems Hole,” on the top of the hill of the Mearns,—built, as
the Rev. George Ogilvy describes, with stone, and covered abave
with large unpolished siones about six fect wide. The entry lies
towards the south ; and its course may be traced the leagth of sixty
or seventy yards. The stones now corering the cave ara over-
grown with earth, and the total longth of it is not percep!
I have conversed with a person who was present at the opening of
this cave, and who informs me, that & great many human boves, with
some querns and other curiosities, were found in it. The cave at
Auchlishie, the  Woems Park,” s another of these subterranean ro-
cessos; it was opened by the late Mr Wilkie of Aucblishie,
when & currach and some querns were discovered.

= Tl other anding-sones, and  variey of i i he prihy are dmribed
in the original M8,
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found in the cave of Auchlishie; but as the propr
have preserved it, did not reside on his estate at the time, it was
cat up for firewood by his fann-servants.  In the summer of 1820,
4 canoe was found in the peat of the loch of Kinnordy,—ono extre-
‘mity being scarcely below the surface.% This relict s not without
ts value to the geologist, as well as to the antiquarian, since it
shows'that some part even of tho peat, which overlies all the marl,
is of a date anterior to the historical records of the country+

into this paris
come down to us.  The parish abounds with the ruina of religious

ho uses.

is enriched by many rarc plants; and there
of minerals, bones of animals, and antiquities; there is also a col-

lection of insects.

hxan A J
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Currachs.—1 have just mentioned that a currach, or boat, was
tor, who would

Tt is the general opinion, that Christianity was early introduced
but no tradition respecting the precise time has

‘Modern Buildings.—In 1815, the Trades-hall was built the pro-

porty of the different friendly societies of the town; the lower part
s let for shops, and the upper, a hall of considerable size, is re-
sorved for the muetings of the societios and for other purposes.

Kinnordy s the residence of Charles Lyell, Esq. The garden
 museum, consisting

Balnaboth, in the upper part of the parish, is the residence of

the Honourable Colonel Ogilvy of Clova, the brother of the Earl
of Airly. Logie is the residence of John Kinloch, Esq. of Kilry.
“The mansion-house of Balinshoe, the residence of the lato Mr
Fletoher, now in a ruinous state, appears to have been originally
built without reference to any settled plan.

Ballandarg is the seat of Francis Graham, Esq. of Morphie, a

‘member of the ancient family of Graham; which, as Sir Walter

Scott says, can boast of as great historical renown as any in Scot-

land. o this family belonged Sir John the Graham, the friend
of Wallace, who fell in the field of Falkirk; the Marquis of Mon-

+ For an sscurate description and figure of the canoe, tho reader i referred to Me
Lyell paper on & recent formation o fresh wter limesone. -
7} ‘The orgtas] MS. costains an sccount of some querns, clts;or batleaxes, and

amow-hasda foond I the pariah 1 sl ofthe resaies of the religious houses of Kil-
i, Chmpeleon, .

nare ta b in he oigiosl IS, under this head, & notics of e remaine of &
‘Roman rosd, with an {neresing discvuon on the queetion, whether the great batle
etwizt Agricsin and the sborginal fnhabitants was fought i his parsh.

T the origian MS. wil b found sso « engthened docription of the cstle o Tn-
somaharity, with an slegant drewing. -

T It ha Insely been converted ino s chapel for the Reliof congregtion.
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trose, in whom De Retz saw realized the abstract idea of the
heroes of antiquity; and Viscount Dundee, who fell in the arms
of victory, although the severity of his temper, and the rigour with
which he executed the oppressive mandates of the princes whom
he served, can never be justified o palliated.

ielhill, on the banks of the South Esk, the property of
Charles Lyell, Esq. of Kinnordy, enjoys perhaps the finest situa-
tion in the parish. *

TIL—Porusatiox.

I 1601, che popolaron, by the cenms, amounted to « 442}
[T - . S
o B : DD s
e, - B . Sl s

The increase of population is supposed to be owing to the policy
which has of late prevailed, of converting small farms into large
ones. The surplus population of country parishes being obliged
in consequence. to congrogate in towns, Kirriemuir has recei-
ed its full share of this emigration, from the increased fucility for
building, occasioned by the division of a commonty long in dispute,
and the prospoct of employment which the thriving state of the
linen manufacture held out. The number of the population re-
siding in the town, including the suburbs, is 4014 ; residing in the
villages of Marytown and Ellenertown, 236 ; and residing in the

country, 2125.

umber of urills o theparish, <. . . 128

of familic hicfly omployed in agrioviturs, 162
Chiety ruployed in rade, manfuctures and bendicra, 804
2 Number of unmarried men, bachelor o widovwers, upwarda of 50 yers of s 53
of unmarried women, incloding widows, wpwards of 45, < 68
3. Thie average mumberof birhs yearly fo the last 7 years, 100
dentn, - &

chmaminges, - P
4. Tho number of persors t present undec 15 years of age s - - 2062
” Pt 27 N 11

Resident Heritors.—The family of the Honourable Colonel
Ogilvy of Clova, that of Charles Lyell, Esq. of Kinnordy, and
that of Mrs Kinloch, relict of Colonel Thomas Kinloch of Kilry,
reside in the parish.

Language, Character, &e. of the People.—1t has been remarked;

+ o crigioal M. for a dtal ofthe yerows superions il prevaling (s,

43 in other parehes of Sootand,—lo particula thase of borrowing deyn hallowees,
ew moon, fires, .

il P
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that the peaple of Angus, as well as that of Aberdeen and the
Meamns, are in many respects differont from the rest of the Scottish
nation. These counties having been the chief part of the Pictish
kingdom, it is probable that they retain the greatest share of the
characteristics of that peculiar people ;—having been less subject to
the invasion of the English, but more frequently intruded upon by
the adventarers of the north of Europe than the population of the
southern lowlands. The language of the people, accordingly, is
in many respects different from that which is current in the more.
southern districts of Scotland. Dr Jamieson, who lived long i
this neighbourhood, remarks, in his introduction to his Scottish
Dictionary, that the language of his country is spoken here in
greater purity and more copiously than in any part of Seotland
with which he was acquainted. His words are, “ Having resided
for many years in the county of Angus, where the old Scottish is
spoken with as great purity as any where in Great Britain, I col-
Jocted a vast number of words unknown in the southern and west-
ern dialects of Scotland. Many of these I found the classical
terms in the language of Iceland, Sweden, and Denmark.” Tt
was here, accardingly, that he formed the resolution of writing a die-
tionary of the Scottish language.

Thave much pleasure in inserting the character of the parishion-
ers, as given by the Rev. George Ogilvy in 1784:  They are not
at all defective in Christian knowledge ; they can almost all of them
read and writo; among the tradesmen and trading-men there
are not a fow abundantly knowing. They attend ordinances on the
Lord’s day oxceeding wel generally in good neighbourhood
with one another, and carry kindly and respectfully enough to their
minister. They were never fond of the English service-book and
coremonios 3 but much better pleased with the worship of the Es-
tablished Church.”

Mr Alexander Peat, assistant to the Rev. Thomas Ogilvy, adds,
« This account will in a great measure apply to the present state
of the parish (1801). The peopla are not behind their neighbours
in knowledge; in their attendance on public ordinances they are
in general very regular; the higher ranks are regular in their at-
tendance on worship in the places of mecting of their own persua-
sion” It is believed that when Mr Ogilvy wrote, there was no

= Thore are many tradidons Bt ser 1o indieate  great. roughness of manners
o he abiant ofthin 4 s adeing periis. S rigit MS.
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dissenting meeting in tho town, excopt & Scits Episcopalian orie ;
sinco then the people Lave hal their share of those jarrings and
unchristian resentments which alwiys accompany the intfoduction
of new opinions. The Dissenters, who have been soime tisme esta-
blished here, live on a friendly footing with theii neighbours ; and
the members of the Established Church, the Episcopalians; and
Seceders, donot look upon one another as of different specis; be-
cause they happen to differ in opinion. I may add, that while
ignorance and vice still abound, my parishioners are in general
remarkably well-informed ; and many of them are distinguished
for the benevolence of their dispositions; their piety towards God,
and the strictest integrity, sobriety, and temperance. For many
years there has scarcely been a prosccution for poaching in game,
or in the salmon ishing in the Esk. Smuggling has entirely dis-
appeared.

1V.—InpusTay.

Agriculture and Rural Economy—The number of acres stand-
ard imperial measure in the lower division of the parish, which
are either cultivated or occasionally in tillage, according to Mr
Blackadder, is 11,0005 and in tho higher division there are_of
arable intersected with meadow and fine pasture, 2000 acres. The
number of acres which never have beon cultivated, and which re-
‘main constantly waste, o in_pasture, in the lower part of the pa-
ish, is 2500, and in the higher part of the parish 15,500. The
number of acres that might with a profitable application of capital
be added to the cultivated land of the parish is extremely small.
There is no part of the parish in a state of undivided common.
In the lower division of the parish there are 2000 imperial acres
in plantations, and in the higher there are 500. The waste sur-
face of roads, houses, water, &c. may be estimated at 500 imperial
acres.

Rent of Land.—Mr Blackadder is of opinion that the average
rent of arable land in the parish cannot be stated at less than L.1
Storling the imperial acre. The average rent of grazing an ox
three years old on fine pasture is L.3; a milch cow, L.3, 1855
and a owe aud lamb, 125. 6d.

Husbandry.—1t may bo remarked, that there is in general a spi-
it of improvement apparent through the whole pasish, and that the
Jand i dained and culivated ucsording to the mest approved me-
thods.

) ) @ R
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Trrigation is practised in several parts of the parish, but e

aially at Logie, the residence of John Kiolock, Exq. of Ky,
The enclosures are flooded by the Garie in November, and
aro continued so till the beginning of April. These enclo-
sures have been in grass sinco 1770; and in consequence of
the above practice, says the Rev. Thomas Ogilvy in 1792,
« they are now the carliost and bestgrass fields in the country, and
there is not perhaps any in Scotland superior to them. Before
the above period,” continues he, ¢ they lot at from 10s. to 12s. the
Scotch acre, but last season from 60s. to 90s. per acre.” Mr Peat
adds, that in 1801 the rent had increased to .5 Sterling per acre.
The first six or seven years of watering promised no great advan-
tage, but perseverance has increased their value ten times, and

acre. Last season was wot, but some of the fields produced
14 bolle of 6 bushels per acre.  The advantage of irigation s
thus demonstrated not only in improving tho grass, but also in
ameliorating the soil. 1 only add, farther, that grass fostored by
irrigation is found to be better adapted for cattle than for shoep.

The general duration of leases is nineteen years. The state of
farm-houses is in general good. A considerable part of the parish
is enclosed; partly with hedges, but chiefly with stone walls. The
greater part of the parish is in the hands of industrious tenants,
who follow the most appraved methods of husbandry.

Produce—The average gross amount and value of raw produce
yearly raised in the parish may bo s follows :

KIRRIEMUIR, 183

brown linen, introduced into the countryafter the Rebellion in 1745.
Tt is supposed that not fower than 3000 individuals are engaged
it, and that the number of webs woven may be 52,000 per an-
num, containing 6,760,000 yards. This trade has increased three-
fold since tho beginuing of the century. From November 1798 to
November 1799, there were stamped 1,814,874 yards, and from
November 1799 to November 1800, 1,846,516 yards. There is
no peculiarity in the mode of conducting this manufacture; the
‘manufacturers being all practical tradesmen, are well qualified to
judge of the work when executed; and the fabrics being few in
mumbor, the work is both well and expeditiously done. “This ma-
nufacture, when flourishing, has certainly afforded a fair remune-
ration and support o those engaged in it, but for several years past

Market-Town.—Thoonly market-townis Kirriemuir; from which
the parish takes its name. It is a burgh of royalty of great mnti-
quity, whose baron, the Lord Douglas, the representative of a fa-
mily long the most powerful in Scotland, enjoys a fixed jurisdic-
tiony both civil and criminal, which he may exerciso by himself
or his deputy. Before the abolition of hereditary jurisdiction in
Seofland, his powers were exceedingly extensive, in virtue of
which, « per fossam et furcam,” that is, drowning in a ditch or
pool, or by suspending on a gallows, ho could punish all per-
sons guilty of certain crimes, from the Law of Dundec to tho
Grampian mountains. If he imposed fines on criminals, he was
allowed to appropriate them to himself. Mr Wood is said to
have been the lnst deputy who exercised, the power of life and

sl nere of g st L persers, < - oL
29 e oy Lo, - i death.  For some goods stolen, he condemned and executed two
920 v ot e L., Ton por sere, individuals, Walker and Rob by name, and seized on_their pro-
o T LT L e pertys and it is generally said, that avarice influenced him as much

2914 acres of two and chree year old gras at L., 106, por aers, - 4371

as 0 sense of justioe. The functionaries who succeeded Mr Wood

0 o
3114 scren of outs st ive bl per a2 LT e 0
Wk sty by i poen - - - % 0 0 oo to have conducted themselves with propriety,—the most of
345 acrm of Soo e o ot il por ey BRSS them keoping * brewseats” and, as there s “ more law in good
Produce of ganlens and orehands, afler deduesing sced nd lbour, - 0 0§ ale than in any in Westminster-hall,” the lieges were accustomed,
Droduce of e f vood hr srvog hesate, - - - 10 00 under their auspices, to make up their disputes under & quaich of
b wd s, L T moo their favourite beverage. Since 1748, the bailie can judge in no
) . Pryrarary civil actions where the debt or damage exceeds forty shillings Ster-

Manufactures.— The only manufacture in the parish is that of

ling; and in cases of assault, battery, and minor offences, he can
impose a fine not exceeding twonty shillings Sterling, or set the de-

DO D e

< that, 100, at  trifing expense. it hus not done e who have pursued it on a 5
In 1830, these fields, after being ity years n grass, wore let for s ot done s 10 those wbho bave punsed el sale >
M a course of eropping, some of them as high as L. 9, 6. per Scotch V.—Panccurar. Econom.
L}
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< o fifmm"}x;;)h ot of which i 4 place of considoratle ex- it does not extend to more than tree miles thh;e ot i >
rminated by a bold and precipitous front on the south, but ant bridge is at Shielhill, over the Esk. The bridge over the Pro-
« descending in every other direction with a geptle inclination. Here sen was widened lately at the sole expense of the Earl of Airly. W
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linquent in the stocks ia the day time, for not more than three hours.

The fine is to be levied by poinding the delinquent’s goods, and in
default of these, by imprisoument for a poriod not exceeding one
month.  The restrictions lying upon the baron aro now so heavy,
that Mr Erskino says, they amount nearly to a probibition of the
eriminal part of his jurisdiction.

‘The town of Kirriemuir stands in a healthy and pleasant situa-
tion, partly on a flat, and partly on av inclined plane, about 400 feet
above the level of the sea. The form of the town may be fanci-
ed 0 resemblo an anchor. The view from the lower part of it is
bounded by the southern brow of the Den; from the higher part
is saen nearly the whole extent of the magniicent valley of Strath-
more. But the most extensive view in the parish is from the bill

the spectator has only to turn his cyea towards the cast whero the
bills of the Mearns present themselves washed by the German
‘ocean ; from the top of which hills blazed of old * the baleful fire,”
‘warning the inhabitants of the district of the approach of danger.
In this direction, 100, are soen the picturesque hoights of Fin-
haven, which resemble vast undulations. When satisfied with
this part of the prospect, the spectator may tum his eyes to
tho north, where a wilder scenery presents itsolf,—a sea of
hills, around whose summits  the stormy mist gathers,” rcach-
ing the confincs of dark Lochnagar “ with its stecp frowning
glories.”  From these hills the Prosen and the Esk, and other
mountain-streams, come down with * thundering din.” Towards
tho west, are thelofty mountains of Perthshirewith  Birnam wood,”
and “high Dunsinnan hill” rich with classical associations, and hal-
Jowed by the footsteps of the bard of Avon. Towards the south, on
either hand, as far as the eye can reach, fhe glorious valley of
Strathmore presents itself, with its hundred towns, its churches,
castles, villas, plantations, lakes, and streams, bounded by the
Sidlaws, whose sides are cither clothed with woods, or enriched
with luxuriant crops of corn; in short, there is nothing wanting
to render the scenery uarivalled, but 4 huge arm of the sea or a
‘mighty river, rolling its current along the strath.

"The population of Kirriemuir, including the suburbs, amounts
$0 4014 ; and no towir in the county has a better weekly market.
It s the seat of a Justice of Peace Court for the district, includ~

KIRRIEMUIR. 185

ing the parishes of Glenisla, Lintrathen, Airly, Kingoldrun, Cor-
tachy, Tannadics, and Onthlaw : and the peace of the town is kept
by & numerous constabulary.

Several years ago, G. L. Meason, Esq. of Lindertis feued two
parts of his proporty, which have now swelled into villages,—the
one, Marytown, containing 136 inhabitants; and the other, Elli-
norton, the inhabitants of which amount to 108.

Means of Communication.—The north mail arrives at Kirrie-
muir every morning. About fity years ago, the revenue from the
post-office amounted in one year, after paying tho necossary o~
pense, to 1o more than &4 it now amounts to L.360 per an-
um.

“There is only one turnpike-road at present in the parish, and

Ecclesiastical State.—The parish church is conveniently situated
for the lower part of the parish; and no part of tho population of
this district is distant above three or four miles from it. The pa-
rish church was built in 1767, and is in an excellent stato of re-
pair. It is seated for 1260. There are no free sittings.

“The manse was built in 1774, but so insufficiently, that it was
ropaired in 1787. It was again repaired in 1802. ~ This year it
will undergo a thorough repair. -

The glebe consists of four acres and one rood. The minister
is allowed L.20 Scots, in lien of a grass glebe. The teinds of
the parish were valued in 1834. The stipend, as modified in 1812
by the court of teinds, amounts to 191 bolls of grain,—two-thirds
‘meal and one-third barley,—and L.72 Sterling, inculdiog L. 8
6s. 84. for communion elements.

“There are no chapels of exse attached to the Established Charch ;
but there is a missionary minister on the Royal Bounty, whoofficiates.
alternately in Clova, one of the united parishes of Clova nd Cor-
tachy, and in Glenprosen, connected with Kirriemuir. There is
one meeting-house in conmection with the Otiginal Constitutional

Synod; another in connection with the United Secession Church;
and a third in connection with the Relief. There is aiso a small
congregation of Independents, who meet in the afternoon of the
Lord's day for worship and mutual edification. The ministers ate
respectably supported by the contributions of their hearers. The

) [ ke
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Rev. Mr Aitken, and his colleague, the Rev. Mr Anderson, have
each L. 60 por annum. There is also an Episcopalian chapel.

The groat body of the people, however, is attached to the Esta-
blished Church, and the number of Dissenters and Episcopalians
cannot boestimated at more than one-seventh part of the population.
About 300 (1831) sttend the moting in counection with the Ori-
ginal Constitutional Synod, 200 of whom are communicants; fully
‘more attend the meeting in cannection with the United Secession
church ; 220 are communicants, 13 of whom come from adjoining.
parishos.

‘The congrogation in conpection with the Relief is only forming,
and the communicants (1831) are not above 40. Thero are now
upwards of 200 communicants. The Independents consist only of s
fow families. The Episcopalians are not numerous.

Divine service at the Established Church, and, I understand,
also at the several chapels, is generally well attended.  The com-
‘municants in connection with the Established Church are not fower
than 2500, In 1830, the number of actual communicants was
2021, and in the chapel at Glenprosen, 189; in all, 2210.

Socicties for Religious Purposes.— There are several societies for
religious purposes established in the parish. 1. Bible Society, auxi
Jiary to the Bible Society of Edinburgh; 2. Missionary Society,
ausiliary to the Missionary Society of Edinburgh; 3. Ladies’ So-
cioty for promoting the Education of Femalos in India 4. Sabbath
School Society. Probable average amount of the yearly contribu-
tions to the societies:—The Bible society was instituted in 1821,
since which, L. 122, 8s. 1d. have been collected ; or on an ave-
rage, L. 12, 45. 9}d. per annum; the Missionary society was insti-
tated in 1821, since which, L. 368, 2s. 7d. have been collected ;
or on an average, L. 36, 16s. 5d. per annum; the Ladies' society
was instituted in 1823, sinco which, L. 45 have been collected ; on
an averago L.5, 12s. 6d. per annum; Sabbath School society was
institated in 1817, since which, L. 18 per anmum have been col-
lected. The probable annual amount of church collections for
religious purposes, exclusive of what s collected for the poor, is

about L. 14.

Education.—The total number of schools in the parish (1831) is
16,—1 parochial school, 2 endowed schools, 12 unendowed schools,
and one supported by subscription of individuals. The Greek,
Latin, and French languages, with practical mathematics and geo-
graphy, are taught in the parochial school, where the average num-
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ber of scholars is 200, One teacher has the charge of the clas-
sical-department, another of the commercial, and a third of the
English.

Henry's Mortification.—Mr Henry of Kensington, a native of
Kirriemuir, bequeathed in trust the sum of L. 1400 to the mini-
ster and elders; the interest of L. 1200 to be laid out in educat-
ing and furnishing with school-books, pens, ink, and paper, twelve
boys, or as many more as the money would educate ; and the inte-
rest of the remaining L.200 to be paid to the parochial school-
master for keeping the accounts. In consequence of some diffi-
culties which had arisen respecting some part of Mr Henry's pro-
perty, the whole matter came before the Lord Chancellor, who
sottled it in the following manner: The capital having been placed
in the funds at an advantageous time, his Lordship found to be
L.21902, 3s. 6d. 3 per cont. with L.894, 12s. Sterling of accu-
mulated interest: he determined L. 50 Sterling of this interest to
purchase ground for building a school-house, and L. 100 Sterling
to be exponded on the building; the interest of L. 200 Sterling
was allotted to the schoolmaster, and the interest of the remaining
sum was o be applied to the education of as many boys at the pa-
rochial school as could be admitted on it, at the rate paid for the
education of other boys. The boys are entitled to remain at school
four years, and on completing that period, they are entitled to ro-
ceive a Bible. They are treated in all respects as other scholars,
and in case of a competition for admission, a preference is given
to boys of the nnme of Henry. They are taught the common
branches of education. On this fund, there aro educated about
50 boys.

Tia Webster Beguest—John Webstor, Esq. wrter, and agent
for a branch of the British Linen Company, in 1620, left by his
will the whole of his property, amounting to upwards of L. 8000,
to Charles Lyell, Esq. of Kinnordy, to the minister and clders of
the parish, and the offciating baron-bailie of Kirriemir, for insti-
tuting, erecting, perpetually eodowing, and for regulating a school
in the town of Kirriemuir, at which the youth of the town and pa-
rish might be instructed in the arts and seiences, or in such branches
of education as his trustees might think most suitable. The trus-
tees are at present engaged in collecting the money, which they
are securing in the funds ; and, as soon as the amount is asoertain-
ed, they will erect suitable buildings, and endow schools, in terms_
of the will. As they are ansious that the poor should receive in
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the meantime benefit from the bequest, they have agreed o pay

189
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of interest on the sums deposited, few availed thomselves of the

the parish schoolmaster for the education of twenty boys dt the privilege.

Q same rate as for the boys who are educated on Henry's mortifica- Poor and Porockicl Fuads.* oo 4
tion. They have also crected  female school for educating fifty * 85 - - w128 024, - - 21218 11}
poor girls in such branches of education as are suitablo to their e L e 21y e, - - 20 4 6
years and sex.  Both of these plans are temporary, and may at any 7, - - swazom  dse - - w3
time be altered or superseded. le - 0 meis oo dmn - . w454
1, o T . " we L a6 s - 20417 2
The, parochial teacher’s salary is L., 7s. 2d. including o, © - s s 21 ¢ o
L.2, 25. 93d. in lieu of garden-ground;; and the amount of school G@n o 0 st aew, - - 20 610

foos roceived may be L. 100. The salary of the schoolmistress s - 41 0

number of the young betwixt six and fifteen years of age who aro cd, L.6, 10s.; proceeds of effects of paupers, L.5, Zs. 8}d.; in-
< ot reosiing truation n reading and wit s awal.  The terest on stock, L.2; in all, L.224, 7. 8. There is no other >
M number of persons upwards of fficen vears of age who cannot read regular mode of procuring funds for the poor besides that of church

or write is not one to a thousand.  The people through the whole collections. There has hitherto been a strong disposition among [l

on the Webster bequest is L.40 per annum, including L. 5 for
rent of school-room and for coals.
The parochial teacher bas the legal accommodations. The

parish are alivo to the benefits of education ; and there can be no
doub that a visible change may be obscrved in the conduct and
morals of the people since the fcilities of education have been in-
creased.

Libraries—A subscription library vas instituted in 1830,
There is also a library attached to the Sabbath schools, contain-
ing 800 volumes and tracts ; and a circulating library. ~Thero is
a publie reading-room, which s furnished with two London daily
papers, two Edinburgh papers, published twice a-weck, and two
provincial papers.© The people, in general, are attached to this
species of reading. About fity years ago there was but one news-
paper, which served the whole parish. Now about 200 copies of
various newspapers come weekly through the post-office.

Fricndly Societics.—There aro 11 or 12 friendly societies in
the parish, some of which are upwards of thirty years standing. 1
regret to say, that, as in other places, they have been constructed
on false_calculations ; and the time. will come whon they must
either die a natural death, or be dissolved. This has been the
fate of some of them already ; and unless their articles be revised,
a5 those of the Gardeners’ Society have lately been, that of others
will s00m be the seme.

Savings Bozk—TFot three years the ministér, in conjunction
with James Forrest, Esci. agont for the British Linen Company's
braneh, superinfended a saving bank ; but, owing to the small rate

In 1830, the collections for the poor were as follows: Church
collection, L. 141, 5s. 11d.; mortcloth, L. 92, Gs.; penalties,
118, 125, 6d.; donations, L. 15, 5s. 3d.; logacies, L. 1; retarn-

the poor in general to refrain from seoking parochial relief, but I
regret to observe it is fast declining.

Prison—There is a lock-up place of considerable strength,
chicfly cmployed for confining vagrants till they are brought to

Jjustice.
“Faire.—Thero are two great annual fairs held on the hill of

Kirriemuir, the onc in July, and the other in October, for sheep,
cattle, and horses ; there are two smaller ones held at the same
place, the one in June, and the other in December, for the same
purpose. .

Inns, §e—There are in the parish 6 brewers, 1 maltman, 1
chandler, 1 tobacco-manufacturer, 52 dealers in tea, 48 in to-
bacco, 4 in vinegar, 31 in beer, 81 in spirits, and 7 in wine. The
effocts of tho number of spirit-sellers on the morals of the people
are obvious.

Fuel.—The fuel commonly used is coals from Dundee, poats
from the mosses in the neighbourhood, and wood from Glamumis,
Lindertis, and Kinnordy. .

MisceLuaNEoUS OBSERYATIONS.
This parish has so fow advantages of situation, that all the luxu-

= For an account of the annual asaous of contributions for the relief of e
from 1614 4o 183 inclusive, 30 Reasement relativo to the puperism of Kirriemin,
by the initer for the Information of tbe beritors, and published in 1823,

il 7l
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190 FORPARSHIRE.

ries, and_many of the necessaries of lfe, aro brought from the
coast a distance of twenty miles ; and the pearst rond is across a
range of hills, in many places steep, and diffcult of access. The
want of water is at all times justly complained of, and in years of
drought much inconvenience i experienced ; but it is with no small
dogree of satisfaction that T have to remark, that all these disad-
vantages have been in great measure surmounted by my parish-
ioners. By tho skilful hand of culture, our  muirs” have become
gardens, and the wilderness litorally blossoms as the rose. The
Iandholders have laid out their estates in farms of a convenient size,
and thriving woods and plantations wave in all directions.  Our
morasses have been drained ; and corn crops, of the most extraor-
dinary luxuriance, now grow on lands which had lately been the "
habitation of the lapwing and othe water-fowls.  The water of the “LOCHLEE. 191

rie is also carefully collacted by us into dams; and it is wonder- .
e e e e wad s wonder- availing themselves of it from the want of a road over the Capul
struction, ure set in motion by it. Although the yarns must be Mount. I am happy that this want has seriously attracted the
carried from tho shores in carte and W:g ronds contructed on notice of the landholders on either side of the Grampians,—that
the common principles, * and although the cloth, when manufac- "
Uil st by G buck 3 e s o coeponcs e the country has been surveyed,—and that  line of road has boen
the ingenuity of our weavers, and such their industry, that we are chalked out by Mr Blackadder for the sanction of Parliament. I
not only able to compete with our rivals in the more favoured have no doubt that in time it will be carried into effect; and that,
u?:n on m[hc conr'-. 7::_&%;'}: \n‘rll':)' fw‘m the;:the p&l':n n£ while it will be of incalculable advantages to the parishes of the
victory. Tn proof of this, I have only to mention, that upwards o i i i
50,000 pioces of inen,of variows erics and qunitien s Borth, it cannot fail of being of the greatest use to the trade of
ly manufactured among us; and that several mill-spinners in Mon- rriemuir.
trose and Dundee,—towns possessing many natural advantages to .
‘which we ean lay no claim,—have been accustomed, for some time Revised by the Writer December 1833.
past, 10 send their yarns to be woven in this distant quarter,—a
measure which they never would have had recourse to, id they ot - —-
find it their interest to do so. Our streets are regularly cleaned
and lighted, as in larger tawns; and the landholders in the neigh-
bourhood have only to countenance our undertakings, and the ob-
structions complained of by them and by us will be removed.

It may be remarked, in coneluding, that there is an immense
tract of country, with a numerous population, on the northern side
of the Grampians, to which Kirriemuir is by many miles the nearést
‘market; but the inbabitants have been hitherto prevented from

) [ ke

Tha Gaversty o Glasgom

be extended
o Kirriemuir, which cannot ul 0 be of the grosest sdvaniags  the parich
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NUMBER XVI
PARISH or KIRRTEMUIR.

(Countr oF Foxras, Synon oF ANGUs AND MEARNS, PRES
preesy o Forrar.)

K By cke Rev. Mr. Tuomas Ociwvy.

Name, Extent, Surface, and Soil

K IRRIEMUIR, commonly pronounced Kelsmuis, is &
Gaclic word, and figaifies Mary Kirk. The form of
the parifh s irregular. Its greateft length from S. E. to N.
W., is 7 or 8 miles, its leal 5. The greatelt breadth from
S.W. to N.E., is about 7 miles ; the leatt 6. The northern
part, called Glenprofen, from the river Profen which runs
the whole length of it, is bounded on the S. by Kingoldrum;
on the E. and N. by 2 ridge of mountains which feparates ic
from Cortachy and Clova; and on the W. by another ridge
of mountains which feparates it from Glenifla and Lintrathen.
This glen is about 12 miles long; and, with the tra&t of
country which lies along the burn of Lednathie, Glenuig,
Glenlogic, and fome fmaller glens which are comprehended
Az under

- 88 Statiflical Account
under the general nane Glenprofea, may contain 24 or 35
fquare miles. The face of the country is various. For about
amile to the N. of the paridhes of Glammis and Forfar, it
is almoit flat. Then it rifes gently about 3 miles more, form-
ing almott onc continued oping bank, till within a few hun-
dred yards of the town, which ftands nearly in the eentre of
the fouthara past of the parilh, and is feparated by 3 narrow
valley or den, about 105 fectedeep, from the above bank.
To the E. and W. of the toy itis almoft level. The refl
~r she parith is beautifully diverfificd with hills, and dales,
, woods, and plains. The hi
profin excepted, are of no great clevation, and are either
vated, or planted, or afford tolerable pafture. Glen-
n is altogether hilly and mountainous. A few of the
 covered with grafs, except on their fammits ; and @
few of them are rocky ; but they are, in general, covered
with heath, interfperfed, however, with innumerable patches
of grafs, probably produced by the many rills which tumble
down their fides. Some of thefe hills are interfeted by ri-
valets which have their fource in the glens formerly mens
tioned ; and in the glens ure feveral hundred acres of flat
imoily grouad, pacdy covered with bent and rough grafs,
which afford good pafture for young catde during the fum-
iner months, as the hills do for lhcep. In Glenprofen, the
foil is partly thin and light, pardy mofly, and, in genetal,
wet. Inthe fouthern part of the parith, arc all kinds of
foit; but & black movld, on o bottom of mortar, predominat
This, when dxy, producss heavy crops of all kinds of geain;
but eing in many piaces wet and fpangy, the harvelk is oft
tite, sad the grain of rather an infecior quality.

Save image as. however, thofe in
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Rivers, asd Woodso—The river Efk, which has it fource
in Clova, forms the N. . boundary of this parifh for abost
2miles
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Cultivation, Sc.—Part of this parifi was enclofed many
years ago, and is in a fRate of high culdivation; and, in every
part of it, improvements are carrying on. Such, at prefent,
feems to be the fpirit for improvements in agriculture, both
among the proprictors and tenants, that if they goon for a
few years longer, as they have done for 15 years paft, there
will be litele walte ground in the parifh. What is wet, they
are draining; what is uncultivated and arable, they are bring-
ing into tillage ; what is not arable, they are planting. Much
has bee done in all thefe ways; and a great deal fill re-
mains to be done.  And here the means of improvement are
10 be had in great abundance. The Lake of Kinnordy, which
is completely deained, and the meadows of Logic, which are
not drained, contain an inexhautible fupply of fine marl.
Nor is encouragement wanting to engage the tanants to ufe it.
For the proprictor of Kinnordy fells it confiderably cheaper
than any other marl in the county ; though, in quality, it is,
by many, reckoned inferior to none.  Accordingly, it is car-
vied not Jefs than 14 miles. The town likewile affords a
great deal of manure, which, within thefe 3 years, has rifen
from 8d. and 9d. the cart load, to 16 d. and (8d. Th
aclear proof of the fpirit for improvement; and, as another,
it may not be improper to mention, that a {mall cftate about
2 miles to the N. of the town, fold lail year at 6o years pur-
chate, though one half of it is under leafe for a life, and the
other for g or 10 years. Few, if any, leafes are now lot, in
which the tenant is not bound to a regular rotation of crop-
bing; and thofe who have old leafes, and are not bound, be-
gin to find ic theic interelt to follow one.  The rotations moft
common are, 1fl, oats or flax, after ley ; 2d, turnip or pota~
toes5 3d, oats; 4th, barley with grafs-feeds ; sth, hay; 6th,
7th, and 8th, pafture ; then oats or flax, &e. as before. -
fiead of 3 years, fome pafture 53 and, in place of making

ay
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192 Statiftical Account

Tay the fielt year of the grafs, fome are beginring to paflure
that year, and to cut for hay the fecond.  This, they think,
gives them hay of a fuperior qualit eye-grafs feed in the
greatett pecfe@ion. A few never muke any hay for fale ; bue
patture all the years. Tnflead of taking only 1 erop of corn
after the ley, fome take 2. The whole dung of the farm s
1aid on with the tarnip or potdtoes ; and whea it s not faf-
ficient for all the ground allotted for green crop, they fallow,
and fometimes dung and fow wheat in Oftober. At pre-
fent, however, wheat is not 2 common crop here ; the far-
mers finding that barley is, in general, more profitable, of-
pecially whea the value of the trnip is confidered. A
ther rotation much approved of, when dung can be command-
ed, is, 1, oats after ley ; 3d, wrnip or potatoes ; 3d, bar-
ley with grafs-fecds ; 4th, hay, or the grafs cut green; sth
pafture; Gth, oats, or flax, . as before.  Here likuwife the
dung is laid on with the turuip, &e, which are always horl-
hoed.  Another mode of culture pradlifed here, deflerves o
be mentioned.  Mr. Kinloch of Kilrie, having the cummand
of the river Gairic, begins, in the month of Novumber, 1
flood his enclufures at Logie, aod continues to do fo at i
vals, till the middle of April. Thefe enclofures have been in
grafs fince the year 177 ; and, in confequence of the =
praddice, ate now the carliet aud et grals fields in the coun-
ty; and there s not, perhaps in Scoland, any fuperior e
them. Before the above period, they let at fiom 105, to 135,
anacre.  Laft feafon, 1792, from 3). t0 4 . 10 5. Sterling the
acret.

Neither cats nor barley are raifed in fufficient quantitics to
fupply the confumption of the parifh ; but black cattle, lean
and

4 Small's ploogh, with » metsl ol
ew farsers are without a roller.

etting into gencral ute; 104

Rr—r——
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and fatted ; heep for the butcher, poultry, butter, checfe, ho-
ney, wool, and tallow, (o a confiderable amount, are annually
exported. The farmers have lately turned their attention to
the breeding of horfes. By confequence the breed has been
much improved, and a Jarge fum of money faved the parifh,
which ufed to be fent out of it for that ufeful animal. The
moft intelligent of the breeders of fhecp have likewife chan-
ged their fyflem ; and, inftead of buying the greatelt part of
their flock, when a year old, at the Linton market, as was the
pradlice fome years ago, they are begun to rear nearly as many
lambs as ferve them. The fheep reared here are altogether
white. They are not fo heasy as the Linton fheep: but theic
wool is finer, and their mutton of a higher favour.

Town, Manufaltures, Sc.~Kisriemuir, 2 burgh of barony,
is of confiderable antiquity; but the date of its ereélion is
bere unknown *.

Situated near the foot of the bracs of Angus, in a fertile,
extenfive, and populous diftri@, Kirriemuir is the mart to
which the inhabitants of the neighbouring parifhes chiefly re-
fort.  Hence no town in the county has a bettes weekly ma
ket; in none of its fize is more trade carried on, Nine car-
siers go regularly to Dundee twice, and oftea thrice a-week,

Vor. XIL Bb loaded

* Teis, howerer, cetain, that the joriiaion of it bailic was very great;
454, i e, extended evem over the bl of Dundee. 1t Aunds in avery healty
304 pleatant Gruston, partly o 2 a1, and partly on an inclined plane, on the
S.W. e of » bl of the fame name, alon the sorthern brow of & beautiful
e, through which runs the fmall river G, Inform, it very much refem
Bles an anchor; that partof it which lies along the den, n the level Guacion,
forming the azms; and that which hands on an snclioed plane, the Mank of the

1 the tove is bounded by the foutbern
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194 Statiftical Account

loaded with the produce, or manufatures of the diftrit, and
bring from thence flax, fugar, tea, porter, rum, and all kinds
of merchant goods ; and two come twice a-week from Mon-
trofe.  And itis to be obferved, that thefe carviers feldom
bring coals. The town is fupplied with that article by Dan-
dee carricrs, or the farmers in the neighbourhood *. Two
annual fairs are held here, in July and Olober, for fheep,
Horfes, and black cattle ; and for flax, wool, labouring uten-
fils, and houfehold neceffaries. It contains 493 houfes, 473
familics, 10 brewers, who are likewife innkeepers, 13 retail-
rs of foreign fpirits, 3 of winc, about 20 of ale and whifky,
27 merchants, 228 weavers, and 1 584 fouls.

Two taneyards have been eftablithed lere for fome time,
and a third is ereing. A diftillery was began fome months
ago, in a fituation than which noue could be better adapted for
the purpofe; and in building the houes neceffary for it, the
proprictor had ia view the cfablithment of a brewery at the
fame place, fhould a proper perfon be found to undertake it.
About 1100 pair of fhoes are made annually for exportation;
and the manufa@uee of coarfe linen is carried on to a very
great extent.  Ofnaburgh, fecim, and birdy, to the. smount of
about 38,000 1. Sterling, were manufactured from September
279% to September 1793. This is more than was ever be-
fore manufa@ured in one year, and mut have been owing to
the flourithing flate of the trade, which was never better than
it is at prefeat, December 1792t

Population.

* Ttis 16 miles from Dundee, 20 from Asbroath, £5 from Brechin, § 3-4th1
from Forfar, and 5 from Glawn
+ A journeyman weaver can, with eafe, gain 164 a-day, and a woman §d.
at tpi to fuch yerfe@tion lave fome of the people here
thin buiacls, that many women, when they exers themfelves, can gain 11d. and

eventsd. auday; and & weaver lately wicught, on a wager, ia 58 hours kad
20 suoutsr,

23
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Population.—According to Dr. Weblter's report, the num.
‘ber of fouls then, was 3399 At prefent they amount to be.
tween 4900 and 5000, Males bora in 1793, 68, females 70,
marriages 43.

Ecclefiaflical State, Stipend, Schools, Poor; &c—It appears
that there were once 3 religious houfes in the parith, befides
the one prefently ufed as a parifh church, and the chapel in
Glenprofen, where the miniter till officiates 3 or 3 thes
year®

Bbz An

web of birdy, confifing of 51 yards, for working which S5, wae
15 has greatly raifed the price of all kinds of labour. In 1955,
man ervant weic fiom 5 L 10 715 of & woman from

« Jomer from 124, 10
e 58 follows  of 2 man fervan, from 71, 1o xoL,
Of 8 woman, from 3L 10 4L 453 of 3 malon, from 200, t0 143, aday; of
joine, from 15, to 13d.  All Kinds of provifioas have Mkewile tifen in pro-
Portion; sf we abltrad from the quality, which Las been much improved fince
the sbove period.  Becf, muttos, and Lur, ell at from 3. 10 4. the pound:
st 38 10,445 honey 3t 4. 10 124, the pound, Dutch weight; (o
94,10 144 ; eggs ot 3 4. 10 44 & dosen, boticr at 9d. <o 1t d. the pound of
308.5 cheele 46+, 10 5 . the fone, of 17 Enghlh pousds. The price of vi.
very much regulated by the markss at Dusdee. Oatmeal and barley
e, a2 medim, about 135 the ball.

ihen puid.
the wages of a bt
AL 108 10 31 of 2 maton from 15 d. 10 134, aduy;

154 At prefent, 1792, they

* One st place called Chapeltown, about 3 miles 1o the N. of the fown s
ore at Kallhil, sbout 3 miles to the E. o ic; one near Balinthoe; and one in
Kuniemair. Tt is probable that the one near Balicbc was bult by the pro-
ctoe, for the e of s own famdly ; s the fte of st is Rl enclofed with 3
504 wall, and wed v the borying place of the Fletéhers of Baliothor. Whe-
ther the others belonged to private familes, of the parith in general, sod whea
307 of ther were ufed s pldces of public worfhip, is unéertain. But the pro-
Prctar of the e f hé ave in Kistiemuir i; 10 this day, called Saiany, od ot
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An dlegant church was built here in 1787, to which Gharles
Lyell, Efg. of Kinnordy, the principal heritor and fuperior
of the town, added  handfome fpire, which is feen through
the whele of Strathmore. The manfe was built in 17743
but fo ill executed, tha it was found neceffary to repair it
in 1787, It is now a fubllantial and commodious houfc.
“The fipend is 112 bolls of vi@tual, § meal, and + bear, and
4791, Scotch, including sol. fer communion clements, and
201, for grafs-money, with a glebe of 4 acres. Lord Dou-
glas is patron.—The fehoolmafter’s falary is 200 merks, with
4 commodious houfe and a fmall garden, befides zl. 125,
Stetling, mortificd to him, many years ago, by a Mr. Ogilvy
& clergyman in London, for teaching 4 boys of his own
name *.

The number of fcholars varies from 60 to x00. There arc
2 private fehools in the town, at one of which the numbers
are much the fame as at the parochial fchool. At the other,
are taught from 20 to 40 feholars. In the country pare of
the parifh; there are 4 fehools, at which from 100 to 153
children are taught to read Englifh.

The number of poor families which conftandly receive alms,

« Me. Hendry of the parilh of Kenfington, Tondon, a sative of this pari,
o b il bquesthed o the miviler 30 chders 14091, Sterbig, 1 truth, the
intereltof 1300l 10 be laid ut in edacatiag, und fura.Mung .

ink, and papee, 13 boys, o,

of e remaping 2051, 1 be paid 10 the Ghoolmaer fo hesping the accou
Some difScultis aree about fome pacis of Me. Hendry's property, aud the .
Clufion of the truf in bis will o that bis execwtors did ot think themlves
v to pey the moncy without an amicable fut in Chancery, Tho was begun

‘and i 1786, the Glinncelor found the moncy due, with 14 yes

2 plan 10 be given w Bow it was 10 be expended.  This was dore
foon atter;, but the legacy bas oot yet beea pard. I i, however, enpedted 1931
ayament will be ordesed s the coucte of nest term.

x|v
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s at prefent 19. “The only fund for their fupport arifes from
the interclt of a fmall fam faved by the fefion in former
years, to anfwer any emergence, colle@tions in the church,
dues for lending mortcloths, fines from delinquents, and the
fale of the cffets of peafioners after their death. Thefe, for
the year 1792, amounted to 991. 9s. Btd. The diltribu-
tions to the above penfioners, and fome other occafional cha~
sities, with 4l. 6. paid to the feffion-cleck and headle,
mounted to 861 16s. 2d.; fo that in 1793, there was a fav~
ing of 121, 185. 63d., although the allowance to each pen-
fioner was never more liberal, beiug from 3s. to 75. a-month,
befides the rent of their houfe, and from §s. to 105, to aflilt
them in buying fuel *.

Mifecllancons Ofervations.—A little to the W. of the towa
s a globular hillock, and contiguous 10 it, a circular pond
evidently excavaced to form the hillock. Iaa difpofition to
the eftate of Kinnordy by one of the Doughs family, this
hillock, which is called the Court Hillock, and a 10ad to it,
is referved. The pond is commonly called the Witch Pool,
and was lately converted into & refervoir for the mills on the
Gairie; & much better ufe thun, if we may judge from the

name,

o 1763, the colleéhions reade in the charch were, cach Surday, at 8 me-
dum, g what was colled a the ipeann of the Lol Sppes
20 5hd In 177, the church was vacant  but in £772, they were 14
amin 1790, 11 0 ode £ A sene proal ki f the growing opulemee of the
barith, us eell a8 of their charitable dfpofiion. Eut s order to have the a-
muand o their charity, we 1208 3dd n condersble fum giver t be didiwind
arsou, o famies, 5ot penfoners, by two of the hertors who aie Epicopa-
lzus, o thescfore, fcldom or never attend the church s avd & very large fum
e by the people to frollwg beggars, moft of whom, inead of being obe
366k of charity, are very fit objects for a hosfe of corredhion.  Such, buwerer,
5 the dafpofivon of the people, that their puri is open (o every vagaberd who
can tell 3 plautibic tale of wos ; and ns mach fgzandercd s this wey &5 wuwld

e all the poor s the parifl live comfortably.
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name, the fuperfition of our anceflors led them to apply i
At Invercasity there is a Gothic building of cut fione
good repair. When it was ercdled, ia uncertain; but it muft
Bave beea before the 15th century. Tt confifts of 4 flories,
and each florey, except the uppermoft, which is divided into
3, of only one apartment. The walls are sbout g fect thick,
projeik confiderably near the top, and terminate in a parapet
not more than a foot thick. Betveen the parapet and roof,
there is a fpace for 2 o 3 men to walk abreaft, and imme-
diately above the gate 3 fquare apertures, through the pro-
jetion of the wall, fo placed, that a ftone dropped through
them muft fall upon a perfon flanding at the gate. To the
E. of the gate which fronts the 5., are fome veftiges of 2
wing, demolifhed, it is faid, by the Earl of Crawford, in
2445, in fome family feud between the Lindfays and Ogilvies,
ane of whom was then proprictor of Invercarity *.

N UM

* This town was in geeat difiret in 1753, not fo much fiom a feacity of vic-
l, for fome of the farmers never had 3 better ¢rop, as from 3 refolution e
tered into by the peapie not 10 give above & certsin price. Confequently the
farmers carrid thir w3l to the bet raarket; and this place was thacatencd
with a famine. o prevcat thi in futuce, = foriety was e@abhifled 1 175;
calied the Weaver Socictz. Fach member, at his admiflion, pays  certain
fusm, and (o sauch  quareer akterward ; and, wn eafe of ficknel, or inabiliy o
work, he is entled 134 certain allowance aweek ; and in the event of Liv
ing a widow, fhe recsices  fmall anmaity.  The fonds, which are now con-
Gderable, are employid in purchafing meal, which is fod to the members 1
prime coft, and to cthers, at 3 wiflnly profe. This fociety has been of great
wfe 0 the parih,  Another, on much the fame plan, called the Society of Shoe
makers, was eflabliled fome months go. Theie are 3 mofes i the parih,
0 feveral otbers on the boundaries of . Fron thefe, the common people
are fupplied with foel; but the moles being mach exhaafed, it is now pro-
cured with &ifficaly ; sod aher a wet feaion, the poor are simot Marved
This is the chief diadvantage nder which the purifl Labours; and s likely 10
be, in fome meafare, remedied by the grest quanity of thriving vienber lately
Planted bere, asd i the ceighbouthood ; and by the tarmpike roud making ¢

Dandee, the oeaseft fea pur

x|v





