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Conditions at Wilmington cemetery
worry relatives and state officials

No peace found at

StaH reportes

WILMINGTON -

Melvin Allen.
aw ris

Workers hawve umarlhud
in the search for Allen’

Cover

don't know where he's at.”

days. | can't go, period.”
Allen’s complaints about

| bands missing remains hel

state Attorney General's

gatlen of the 128 year-old cemetery,
which straddles North Market Street
between 315t and Lird stroets.

A state lawmaker also is looking
Into operations at the Tinancially

strapped, nonprofit cemetery

ting dozens of complaints sbout

service and upkeep, many

gathered by Wilmington rﬂ-idt‘_ﬂ'l
Grace Duffy who has pelatives buried

in Riverview.

Somewhere
among the nearly 35,000 graves in
Riverview Cemetery lies the body of

The mystery is where the 57-year.
buried.

casket, which bears hL‘. mame engraved
bebow hands clasped in prayer

For nearly two years, his headstone
has remained propped against a tree at
thix east entrance to the §T-acre oerme-
tery, where in some soctions knee-high
woeds tombstones,
“Ewvery time | turn around, they
Wilm
resident Jackie Allen said of her hus-
band of 10 years. “1 can't go visit him. 1
can't go for anniversaries, for birth-

city burial ground

By TERRI SANGINITI

12 graves
ted

her hus-

spark &
nvesti-

afler get-
of the

Riverview Cemaotery executive di

See CEMETERY — A%

ers to find his

remains. His

plot and grave
number were

not recorded. |

'u Frae i, a0y NROBDIE. BRLBESIIE AT
rector Walt Mateia sasd burials begap  Jackie Allen of Wiminglon stands where she believes her late husband, Hﬂ'dn Allen, is buried in Riverview
Cometery, Allen can’t have the marker put up because the cemetery Is unsure of where he is buried.

Cemetery State lawmaker investigates complaints

il Pl Y
dropping off in e 15908 as crime in-
croasid in the nelghborhosds anound
Riverview, and fewer people wanted
el relathves biriad there.

“As (he burkals started to drop off,
inoome dropped off, and that mads it
hard to malntabn the grounds ™ Meteja
saddl “Then the prounds dont ook a6
Ereat and barials drop off even mone™

At beast one other family has coen
pladred that a relative might be buried
1= Kk wromng plod, sabd stade Sen. Harrls
B. MeDowell 1, D-Wikmington Morth

McDowell has
formod o task foroe of
state officlals and
community ksders o
consder ways o reg
ulabe cemeteries

Deelaware is one of
mine stales that has
mo one In charge of
cemetery regulation
of managernend, sl
Stephen W Sklar, an
eXeCulive COMMIEDeE
entmber of the orth
American Cemelery
Regulators, a net
working and resource
Ao iation

“People wha want
i s iy Ebaedr Bkl re
specls ahould feel
thelr txmily members
are st and al a

mﬂ. ;"ﬁ don't

think that's an over
whelming standand to set” o
Mateja wald ke doubts |
Melvin Aller's body will be
found. He sabd the cemetery
cannot disturk sny more
burial plots without furst
getting permission from
relatives, which he skl
LMl
Thee eenebery did nod get
ir misabon from refatives
fore unearthing the 12
graves in the search for
Allers Fefmatns
“Whether we were sup™ b [t Al
vied to or not, | don't
now,” Mateja ur “We
didd what we had loda
The imvestigation by the Since then,
Upatwnioned Proboctd v
whan of the viate ATTGrmey
General’s DElloe Involves
it 30 famalses with rela
thves Bairbed b the cermetery, Deputy At
terney Cenerd Odha Rybacooll sakd
“Some have muliiple relatives
biarded a8 Raverview, or others share a
codtgnecn pelative,” she sabd "1 & a sl
abbe imnpat We know i 15 8 Very seri
s predbem
Hybacoll wald ahe would not talk
aboul specifics of the investigation
while i continees. [t should be dome
this month, sl said

Metvin Allan, 57, Sied
i Mowemnber 1558,

e Comatery
has Been wnable to
Tired by Cavkel

From pauper h'klng
On July 8. 1672, é0-year-old Eliea-
beeth Warren became first person
Interred in the cemetery, which then
overed 20 acred. The kol omt 34
The people since buried In
Riverview include Medal of Honor re
ciplent Jobin Shilling I11, a Delaware
Crvil War sergeant who capiured the
wi s flag In auhﬂueﬁlu. 1, 185,
“.I\.‘l.‘ﬂ]l.“l- really does huve a mi
Eﬂ.‘pt'r tothe king.™
'-'l.!.!!j.'l ulcl. “It readly reflacts the com-
munlly today with

ghontt elis level ©
The nonprofll
CEmeleTy Company
that runs Riverview
whs fedd in
1672 by the Grand
Lodge Knights of
Pyihing and the In-
f;ﬁ'"d"“‘ Order of
i

¥e

Thi Odd Fellows
keld 120 shares In
Riverview Cemetery
Corp and Knkghts of
I‘_r.h.lm Tl B}

Ol Fellows alsa
SRR CRINRTRTIRE LR
Smyrna, Milford and
Camden. More than
;!:I_ur? Wk I'|D|¢'lt.'l
roum Ehe perpetial-
care funf c?; the
Senyroa Odd Fellows
Cemetery 15 the mld- 10,
according bo the Aloroey
CGeneral's Do

Prosecubirs won fwo in
dictments in the case In
VR, bt Later dropped the
charges, saying key wit-
nesies either had died or
wpre o i bek b0 bestify

Today memberihlp in
thee fratermal oPganioadbon
has dwindled as older
ivrimlers Banve i,

Bireteen of the original
20 Odd Fellows [odges in
the atase hove merped inlo
two fraternal lodges. The
Fadety Liosdge recw hecdids Frve
shares of the cemetery
geock s while the Delawnre
Rl rmaleybades 105,

The Grand Lodge
Knights of Pythias lodges
b fodded i Delaware. Even though
e crganizibon ks moved to Pennyl
vania, the group continus 6 own 18
ofigina @ dhare

Al Riverview, the perpetual-care
fund has plunged from §106,000 1o
aberil 85,000 in fve years because the
rnter of baerials has drogped so dra
ratically, Mateja said. Two decades
Ao, Riverview busd X0 to 400 burials a

I' TEARI SAMGIHITI
14 Fape s

Maryland sends out imvestigators
when people complain that a ceme-
sury has mishandled the barial of 8
T s,

In ¥irginls, cemetery operators
rgd b Wit gl busriald phots must
gl

sinfes huree leglilation being

:M by Ammr Jooking ad cerme

elyware

Hgmh&n i!.lurllnu. B, McDowell 111,

D-Wikmington North, formed the task
foroe eariier this year He sadd he wants
e sticte officials and commmun ity bed
ers 10 shody what Maryland has done

Deelawrare has no separate Oéfme-
tery board or agency o ml‘ltl‘&l‘l’-
pelial-cane trist funds, or o 1
with consumer complaints aboul

yoar, far more than the §7 &0 far this
yvar, he said
=What i bolls down to ls, we don't
take in encugh mopey 10 meet our
noeds,” Mateja sald. ~You hiree B acTes
to malntain and not encagh current
ke oy dis L™
Tt ceametery bl o 3100500 boas Lnst
yoar, Makeja sakl
Riverview also bs owed $10,210.41 in
wot ordervd rest tuthon from Newark
scoountant Frank J Dielis, who s
coovicied of felory thel th 1997, An
thorities sald he siole $6.48.91 while
keeping the cemelery’s ook
Mateja sald the Odd Fellows had
convikdered selling Riverview but had
il fotand & baryer.
“With megative cash flow and no
of amything turning aroandd, Fe
5 golng 1o buy I he waid

‘l."h- stranger baskde ma

Weathered tombstones lie toppled
amid weeds near whene Donnbe Croney
thilries her father 1s baried

~He's suppased 1o be to the leftof his
wiimt, whe ia 1o (e lell of his parents,”
Crpney sajd. “They put his headatone
do Khee rhichd o his mrother and fatker
How da we Enow Dad's in the right
place™

Crorey aakl cemetery ofThcials told
or ey cotild dig up the grave, but it
wepiald cont her $2.000 i her father wad
A heh COETRCT Spmoe

“We pald o lof to gt the hoadstone
] el 's 1he pount off parying lor it
i he's mok e There.” Crofsey aasd "1t
gives fw meaning i, Who's baried in
Grants tomb™ =

Mategs said the cemetery reoenly
mwroed the headstors or Cronsys (s
ther o where s thinks he i barbed

‘Delaware eyemg other states’ laws

Haryhnrl created an OfTice of
Coemetery Orversight in 1997, The leg
Eskation grew oul of complaints sboat
e € upkosp, allegations of
unethical sales praciices and con
cerna ahoisl perpetialcane funds.

“In Maryland, people can’t find
whale cemeleries because they've
beeens g up, and i1's now an inter-
stade,” padd Steven V Silar, dinector of
Ml:mﬂhnd‘!-m'mrr{ Cemetery (rver-
sight

The top obiigaticn ander Mary:
Rand Law i for lionnmnd cometeries “to
malintain the znds and stroctures
in a reasonable condition,” Sklar
ekl

They alio must keep accurate
reconds of all sades, Including the s
thon and grave muember whie people
re buaried

though no one has checked to make
saere his cashod ks in the right placs

In 1887, a woman discoversd
Eiverview had barked two poople L

plots she bouspht pext to ber hashand'ss

grave, Hecause of the mistake, the
cemebery g L womman Bhnve Gonsee
withve grave plbed across froem her bias-
bt

Another family sued the cemetery
in 19659, when three strangers were
Taried kn the family plot. The Camily at
the time also discovered that a de

arcle was sharing a grave with
 man burbed in W07

Riverview offictals admitted the
mistake. A& Superior Court jury sald
th Famnily was cwed pothing becmass
U et 'wiks nod wanden, willful, frandu
Tent of grossly neglipon

B Dol sald e has Laken Sobena
of complaints about Rbverviesw which
s in his district

The state’s existing Lyw on oemeber
e, crvabedd Bn the 19008, roguines that
omne-tenth the cont of a lot be held ina
riast acoouns s ke Lnberest can pay for
its uploeen

The law alie directs anyone who
sarlls baoriad Jots o necord all sales

[hut no one b in charpe of oawersee
b cormeteries, Bybacoll wakd

Hrverview's depleted perpetual Sare
fumad s part of the state’s inveitigation.
she said The state alio i3 examining
ihe cemeterys sale of “econodmy
Eraves,” BybacofT wasd

o S0 fiows, thee coimetory will pro
vide a “double-depih able.” With ooon
omy graves, one vauli containing a cas
et ks burked Sight feet undergrornd
and & sevond yoaull containing anether
caakt i sinckoed of 1o of il

=A grieving family is mot In the po
sition bo make » menial map of where |
their hervend conee b Beurbed o (e lwy of |
e fumniral, ™ Skiar sabd

Regulators kn the slate can Mine
cemelery Operatony, of supend or me
voloe thekr lioenses, They alio have
the power to stop barials uniil &
cemetery sddneises problemd

Last year, Maryland s cemetery
eversight affloe recebved 700 ifgulries
o oomplaints from the public, Sklar
sall Virgink began liomnaing oeme
ferkis in July using leghalation sbm)
Lo to Maryland's

Before the beglalathon, state ofli
clals bachoed the autharity 1o et
gate most complaints, cemetery
boand administrator Eric Olion sakd

“We're one of 1he Last stabes to get
unl;hr licenalng hardwagon,” (Neon
sk

Family members ane sometimes
burked that way, bul with economy
graves, the same plol has twe
ST

Some other Delaware cometerios
offer sbmabar taurials

“The people who atilize that arc
wery approciatbe when we Ilﬁ'ﬂl-:ll.‘“‘n“
oo, 11 I8 quibe & od chagper, = sadd Paul
White, maansger of Stverbrook Ceme
tory In Wilmington

Too long a wall

Melvin Allen diod of cancer Nov 8,
198 Hia wife gave him an 8,000 fu
feral - $1.000 of which was spent fo
parchsse ihe burial plot

Jackie Allen sald she learned
Hiverylew could nol Mnd her husband™s
grave when Bis headsione arrived sev
eral meonths adber ks death

Mateja s3id a cometery workes
Failed to pecond Allen's phot and graw
namber

Howse of Wright Moriuary faneeal
dipector Fobert Wiright salkd the orme
tery shoakd have pal U grave kcal ion
on & burkad permit be giw Riverviewn
thee day of Adlen's fureral

© hlateps sadd Wrright never gave Hana

1 T

Hie Bas offered o give Jackie Aller
anotber ot where ahee coubd place e
hskurad s headstone, But Allen sl
the has wakted lomg cnough fur the
cemebery 1o cofrect Lhe mistake

=1 wand 1o know where Melvin is
she id “When | daw. 1 e et
poedag wipea igthe bt and miy axhes o

sk with i, 1 just Bope | dodat ow
o ¢haey Fined bk

EEesrh Terrl Saspleinn @ BRI w0
e ]



