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PASTOR LILIANA PADILLA

Welcome / Pray
Call to Worship
We have come to worship God, the living God

Who calls prophets and teachers
to bear witness.
We have come to praise God,
the almighty God,
Who answers the forces of hatred and
hurt with the power of grace.
We have come to worship God, all-gracious God,
Who chooses even you and me,
to receive and carry the Word of life and hope.

All glory to God!

WORSHIP TIME
CHILDREN'’S TIME
OFFERING

”Each of you should give what you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under com-
pulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

2 Corinthians 9:7

122 S. SAN MANUEL, SAN ANTONIO TX
CELL 325-315-8735

SEPTIEMBRE 6, 2020

Llamado a la adoracidén
Hemos venido a adorar a Dios, el Dios viviente.

Quién llama a profetas y maestros para
dar testimonio.

Hemos venido a alabar a Dios,
el Dios todopoderoso,

Quien responde a las fuerzas del odio
y el dolor con el poder de la gracia.

Hemos venido a adorar a Dios,
Dios todo misericordioso,

éQuién elige incluso tu y yo?

para recibir y llevar la Palabra de vida
y esperanza. Toda la gloria a Dios!

TIEMPO DE ALABANDA
TIEMPO PARA LOS NINOS
OFRENDA:

Cada uno de como propuso en su Corazon
no con tristeza o por necesidad porque
Dios ama al dador alegre.

2 Corintios 9:7



Ways You Can Send Us Your Offerings
¢  Www.myiglesiawestlawn.org

e By email: Rene de la Cruz
9446 Hindi Drive, San Antonio TX 78224

Prayer for illumination: Loving God, enter into our
hearts. Help us to receive you with joy and thanks-
giving. Instill in each of us the mind of Christ, that
we may be your disciples on this earth. In Jesus
name Amen.

Bible Reading: Jeremiah 1:4-9

4 The word of the Lord came to me, saying,
5 “Before | formed you in the womb | knew/[a] you,
before you were born | set you apart;
I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”

6 “Alas, Sovereign Lord,” | said, “I do not know how
to speak; | am too young.”

7 But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘Il am too
young.’ You must go to everyone | send you to and
say whatever | command you. 8 Do not be afraid of

them, for | am with you and will rescue you,” de-

clares the Lord.

9 Then the Lord reached out his hand and
touched my mouth and said to me, “I have put my
words in your mouth. 10 See, today | appoint you

over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear
down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to
plant.”

Jeremiah 20:7-9 Jeremiah’s Complaint

7 You deceived[a] me, Lord, and | was deceived[b];
you overpowered me and prevailed.
I am ridiculed all day long; everyone mocks me.

8 Whenever | speak, | cry out proclaiming violence
and destruction. So the word of the Lord has
brought me insult and reproach all day long.

9 But if I say, “I will not mention his word or speak
anymore in his name,” his word is in my heart like a
fire, a fire shut up in my bones.

I am weary of holding it in; indeed, | cannot.

SERMON: A Fire Shut Up in my Bones
Holy Communion

Blessing

*Formas en que usted puede hacernos llegar sus ofrendas.
-A traves de la pagina: www.myiglesiawestlawn.org
-Por correo regular al hermano Rene de La Cruz
Cheque a nombre de la Iglesia Westlawnd
9446 Hindi Drive, San Antonio TX 78224

Oracion por la iluminacién: Amado Dios, entra en nues-

tros corazones. Ayudanos a recibirte con alegria y accion

de gracias. Infunde en cada uno de nosotros la mente de

Cristo, para que podamos ser sus discipulos en esta tierra.
En el nombre de Jesus.

Lectura biblica: Jeremias 1:4-9
Llamamiento de Jeremias
4 La palabra del Sefior vino a mi: 5 «Antes de for-
marte en el vientre, ya te habia elegido; antes de
gue nacieras, ya te habia apartado; te habia nom-
brado profeta para las naciones».
6 Yo le respondi: «jAh, Sefior mi Dios! iSoy muy
joven, y no sé hablar!»

7 Pero el Seifor me dijo: «No digas: “Soy muy joven”,
porque vas a ir adondequiera que yo te envie, y vas a
decir todo lo que yo te ordene. 8 No le temas a
nadie, que yo estoy contigo para librarte». Lo afirma
el Sefior. Luego extendid el Sefior la mano vy, tocan-
dome la boca, me dijo: «He puesto en tu boca mis
palabras.

Jeremias 20:7-9 :Quejas de Jeremias.

7 iMe sedujiste, Senor, yyo me dejé seducir!
Fuiste mas fuerte que yo, y me venciste.
Todo el mundo se burla de mi; se rien de mi todo el
tiempo. 8 Cada vez que hablo, es para gritar:

«iViolencia! jViolencia!» Por eso la palabra
del Sefior no deja de ser para mi un oprobio y una
burla. 9 Si digo: «No me acordaré mas de él,

ni hablaré mas en su nombre», entonces su pala-
bra en miinterior se vuelve un fuego ardiente
gue me cala hasta los huesos.
He hecho todo lo posible por contenerla,
pero ya no puedo mas.

SERMON: Un fuego que arde en mis huesos
Santa Comunidn

BENDICION
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Sermon
Faith for Tough Times

A Fre Shut Up in My Bones

Scripture References:
Jeremiah 1:4-9 and 20:7-9

Things I'd lée to remember from the sermarn:

FRAYER FOR THE WEEK
Dear God, Jeremiah listened for your voic e, and for

foimy years faithiully passed your messege on o
his people. His siony shows our human siowness
10 rust That you really are on our sde. His waiting
highlighted your stesdiast, purswing love in spie of
our obiiseness Help me to ncrease my capaciy
o listen, 82 he did, and to day by dey build a tnesting
relstionship with you that can endure whatever life
brings ey Amen

MONDAY miah 1:1-3

Wi leam guit2 a bit about Jeremiah in these first fevwverses of his book. He was bom to a family
of prizsts in Anathoth, & small village near Jerusalam. He probably descended from a priest King
Solomon banished to Anathoth for supporting a rmval for the throne (1 Kings 2:26). His prophetic
miniestry spanned about forty years—he spent his ife senang Gad.

* These verses nama tha threa principal kings of Jaremizih's tme. In totzl, the prophat spoke the
word of thie Lond during the reigns of five kings. Whao has bean ar & infiuential inyawr [fe?
Horew hard would & be 1o “speak your truth™ to the poweriul paogple you know? How good are
you at recerang it if other paople speak their truth toyou?

» Jeremiah’s herkage (a priesthy family that stood apart from the nuling manarchy) seems to have
shapad his ministry. Ha spake with firm imegrity, unmaved by what Judah's rulers wishad
he wwould =ay. Inwhat ways have your family history and e expanienceas shaped you? How
might God w=a your unique quakties and exparencas?

TUESDAY Jaremiah 1:4-18

Jeremiah, like mamy othars God called, thowght imsel an unbksaly candidate for God's work. He
was youndg, maybe younger than King Josiah hwha was only 21 when God called Jeremiah to
prophesy). He said ha did not knaw how to spaak. God could see what Jeramiah couldn't. God
callad him & “fortfied city,” an “wan pilar,” and said, “0a niot ba afraid af them.”

» God told Jeremiah he was bom to be a prophet (versa 5|, and promised to be wath him (verses
8and 13). Though God at trmes warks through our weaknasses, most often ha usas our
strengths. What are you good at? What do you find joy in doing? How can you let God to
shapa who you are and what you do to spread the message of God's lowe?

* Jeremiah thought ha couldn't possibly be God's prophet. He wasn't alone. Mases had a speach
mpedimant. Rahab, who helpad tha |sraeites defeat Jericho, was a prostitite. Mary, Jasus’
mather, was a young paasant girl. What flaws in yourself do you think disqualify you for God's
servica? Ask God to show you wha you are in his sight

WEDNESDAY eremiah 37:11-38:10

Jeramizh’s enamigs falsely accused him of desarting totha Balrdonians. They accurstely accusad
him of preaching that Batsydon would conguer Jenesalem. His mission wes tough and unpopular, and
made fim many enemies. King Jedelah’s waakness and wavering were similar o the way Harod
dealtwath Johin the Bapast, and Pontius Pilate with Jasus.

* Physical captivity is probably not a major issue for mast of us. Other farces, though (e.g. broken
relationships, financial struggles, addictions, vanous fears), may hold us captive and kaep us
from Ineng our Ives fully and with purpose. What's holding you back? How can you open your
ife to God (aven if, liks Jaremiah, your bad siustion was created by people you can't control],
and seek drane help to free you from your prison?

= Are you more like thosa in 38:1 wiho wanted to "kill the massenpgar” who was challenging them
on God's behalf, or Ebad-malek, the official wha stood up against thair plof? Are you wiling to
hear God's massage to you even if it calls you to changa your ways?

THURSDAY Jeremiah 358 - 306

Jeremiah rapeatedhywarnad that Baknlon would conguar and destray Jarusalem. it finally
happened—Jemnsalam fell, with awful destruction. Perhaps undarstandably, the conguerors
treatad Jeremiah better than his own paople had. But, allowed ta go ampsvhere ba choess, ha
decided to staywath the poor Israeltes whowera lkaft behind in the ruined city.



* Jeremizh must have felt quite a range of emotions during these events. He wrote that his nation's
fate broke his heart (Jeremiah 8:18-22). Yet amid sorrow and ruin, he was setfree. How have
you leamed to find blessings even in the darkest tmes? Each day share your gratitude for God's
presence n good and bad Smes with someone close to you.

* Sometimeswe can see a hard Sme coming, as Jeremiah did. An iliness slowdy takes a loved
one, or financial problems mount until we face bankruptcy. We may pray over and over—as
countless Jews must have prayed for the defeat of the Babylonians. How can dark times
deapan your relationship with God rather than destroying &7

FRIDAY ____Jeremiah 427 - 437

Sad and afraid, the remaining citizens of Judah thought it safe and logical to travel to Babylon's
rival Egypt. They sought God's direction through Jeremiah, who (again| offered less popular
counsel: stayin Judah, and God wil pratect you. In spite of the Lord's assurance, the remnant
marched off to Egypt, and forced Jeremiah to go with them.

* Intimes of severe trial, seaking God's voice comes very naturally. Obeying what God calls us to do
s often a different story, as itwas here. How do you listen for God's direction in your life? What
are some barners that keep you either from istening to or obeying God? What steps can you
take to break through thase barners?

* Jeramizhwaited ten days for the word of the Lord. Why do you believe it sometimes takes time for
God's will and purpase to become clear, even if you're istening for &7 Can you recall imes whan
your sense of hurry made you give up listening for God? How might your decisions change if
you alowed more time to think and isten?

SATURDAY  Jeremiah 221-15
Many of Jeremiah’s messages were painful and unpleasant for the people (and especially the
kings) of Judah. But Jeremiah also echoed the rest of the Bible i saying that with God the worst
thing s never the last thing. Just before Jerusalem fell, he formally bought a piece of property at
God's direction. Though real estate prices were surely very low, his mative was not ecanamic, but
prophetic. “This sworth it,” he said, “bacause God promises that houses, fields and vineyards will
again ba bought n this land.™
* Though itmaynot bring responses as severe as it did to Jeremiah, “speaking the truth n love”
& not always easy. Yet honesty and accountabilty are a key to relationships that help us grow
spirsually. Has anyone ever challenged you in a way that offered hope as well as a call to
change drection? How can you seek to ansure that your efforts to hold those you care about
accountable ultimately lead to hope rather than despair?

Family Activity: God used who Jeremiah was (strengths and weaknesses| to fulfil God's purpose.
Select an age-appropnate television show or movie about a family to watch as a family. Before
you view the show, ask everyone to notice ways the famiy uses their strangths and weaknasses
to show love and kindness, serve others, and fve Christian values (mtended or unintended). (Be
sure to include a fun treat!| After the show, identsy and discuss these charactenstics, words, or
events. Use this discussion to lead into identifying your family's strengths and weaknesses. Create
a family poster with drawings and words celebrating who you are as a family and display it in your
home. Offer your strengths and weaknessas to God in prayer, asking God to usa them all for His
purpose.

LIFTING UP OUR CHURCH
FAMILY IN PRAYER

Prayers of Praise

Prayers for Health & Healing:

Church family undergoing long-term
medical treatment:

Prayers for Comfort

Prayers for



Children Sermon: Yes You Can!

But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'l am only a child." You must go to everyone | send you to and say what-
ever | command you. Do not be afraid of them, for | am with you and will rescue you," declares the LORD. Jer-
emiah 1:7-8 (NIV)

"l just can’t do it!" Have you ever said that? Of course you have, we have all said that at one time or another.
Maybe you said it when the soccer coach asked you to take the penalty shot that would win the game, or when
your piano teacher asked you to play a difficult piece on a recital. Maybe it was when the teacher called on you
to give a book report in front of the whole class.

Jacob was a good student. Oh, he wasn't the smartest kid in class, but he worked hard and made pretty good
grades. His worst subject was arithmetic. Addition and subtraction didn't give him any trouble, but when it
came to long division, he just didn't get it. One day as he sat struggling with his assignment, he finally threw
down his pencil and cried out in frustration, "l just can't do it!" His teacher, Mrs. Davis, smiled at Jacob and
said, "Can't never could do anything. Here, let me help you." Mrs. Davis went over to Jacob's desk and showed
him step by step what he had to do to solve the problem. With his teacher's help, suddenly long division didn't
seem so hard after all.

Our Bible lesson today is about a man named Jeremiah. One day, God spoke to Jeremiah and said, "Before
you were even born, | chose you to be my prophet to all the nations."

Jeremiah answered, "l can't! I'm not a good speaker, and besides, I'm too young."

"Don't say 'l can't" the LORD answered Jeremiah. "If | tell you to go and speak to someone, then go! And when
| tell you what to say, don't leave out a word!" Then the LORD reached out his hand, and touched Jeremiah's
mouth and said, "I am giving you the words to say, and | am sending you with authority to speak to the nations
for me."

There will be times in your life when God will come to you, as he did to Jeremiah, and ask you to do something
special for him. He may call you to be a preacher, a missionary, or a Sunday School teacher. Whatever it is
that God calls you to do in this life, remember what he said to Jeremiah, "Don't say, 'l can't!" If God calls you to
do something, he will reach out his hand and touch your life to give you the ability to do it.

Dear Father, there may be some things in this life that we cannot do. But we know that if you ask us to
do something, you will give us the ability to do it if we will just trust in you. Amen.

Craft: Make a “can can” to help students remember God’s strength provides for us in all circumstances. Pro-
vide each student with an empty canister (coffee, oats, etc) and allow time to decorate the outside of the can.
Inside the can, students can place items to remind them of God’s presence and faithfulness. They can also add
prayer requests or worries of their own, in a display of casting cares on God. For older students, this might
mean providing slips of paper and/or written Bible verses. For younger students, the can may hold pictures,
stickers, or simple words.

Close with prayer and reminder of God’s work in our lives. Thank God for reminding us that He is in control of
all circumstances, and ask for help in completing the missions He gives us.



THE CALLING OF JEREMIAH

“Then said |, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, | cannot speak: for | am a child.
But the LORD said unto me, Say not, | am a child: for thou shalt go to all
that | shall send thee, and whatsoever | command thee thou shalt speak.”

JEREMIAH 1:6-7



WESTLAWN UMC
PASTOR LILIANA PADILLA

Welcome / Pray
Opening Prayer
Creator God, all creation is your handiwork;
your touch gives life to all that is.

You who shape and form us by the breathe of your
Spirit and the touch of your grace,

you alone are able to call forth from the depths of
our being the beauty of your Spirit in us.

May we in this celebration,
surrender more deeply to your loving touch,
as you fashion and form you heart’s desire in us.

This we pray in your Spirit. Amen.

WORSHIP TIME
CHILDREN’S TIME
OFFERING

7 Each of you should give what you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compul-
sion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

2 Corinthians 9:7

CELL 325-315-8735

122 S. SAN MANUEL, SAN ANTONIO TX

SEPTIEMBRE 13, 2020

Oracion Inicial.
Dios creador, toda la creacion es tu obra;
tu toque da vida a todo lo que es.

Ta que nos moldeas y nos formas por el aliento de
tu Espiritu y el toque de tu gracia,

solo tu puedes llamarnos desde lo mas profundo
de nuestro ser, y darnos La belleza de tu Espiritu en
nosotros.

Que podamos en esta celebraciodn,

Rendirnos mas profundamente a tu toque amoro-
so, mientras nos moldeas y nos formas al deseo de
tu corazon.

Esto nosotros te lo pedimos por tu Espiritu. Amén.

TIEMPO DE ALABANDA
TIEMPO PARA LOS NINOS
OFRENDA:

Cada uno de como propuso en su Corazon
no con tristeza o por necesidad porque
Dios ama al dador alegre.

2 Corintios 9:7



Ways You Can Send Us Your Offerings
¢ Www.myiglesiawestlawn.org

e By email: Rene de la Cruz
9446 Hindi Drive, San Antonio TX 78224

Prayer for illumination: Loving God, enter into our
hearts. Help us to receive you with joy and thanks-
giving. Instill in each of us the mind of Christ, that
we may be your disciples on this earth. In Jesus
name Amen.

Bible Reading: Jeremiah 2:1-9, 11-13

2 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Go and proclaim in
the hearing of Jerusalem: “This is what the Lord says: “‘I re-
member the devotion of your youth, how as a bride you
loved me and followed me through the wilderness,

through a land not sown. 3 Israel was holy to the Lord, the
firstfruits of his harvest; all who devoured her were held
guilty, and disaster overtook them,’” declares the Lord.
4 Hear the word of the Lord, you descendants of Jacob,
all you clans of Israel. 5 This is what the Lord says: “What
fault did your ancestors find in me, that they strayed so far
from me? They followed worthless idols and became worth-
less themselves. 6 They did not ask, “Where is the Lord,
who brought us up out of Egypt and led us through the bar-
ren wilderness, through a land of deserts and ravines, a land
of drought and utter darkness, a land where no one trav-
els and no one lives?’ 7 | brought you into a fertile land
to eat its fruit and rich produce.
But you came and defiled my land to eat its fruit and rich
produce. But you came and defiled my land and made my
inheritance detestable. 8 The priests did not ask, ‘Where is
the Lord?’ Those who deal with the law did not know me;
the leaders rebelled against me. The prophets prophesied
by Baal, following worthless idols. 9 “Therefore | bring charg-
es against you again,” declares the Lord.

“And | will bring charges against your children’s children.
11 Has a nation ever changed its gods? (Yet they are not
gods at all.) But my people have exchanged their glori-
ous God for worthless idols. 12 Be appalled at this, you heav-
ens, and shudder with great horror,” declares the Lord.
13 “My people have committed two sins: They have forsak-
en me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own
cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.

SERMON: Cracked Cisterns that Hold No
Water

Blessing

*Formas en que usted puede hacernos llegar sus ofrendas.
-A traves de la pagina: www.myiglesiawestlawn.org
-Por correo regular al hermano Rene de La Cruz
Cheque a nombre de la Iglesia Westlawnd
9446 Hindi Drive, San Antonio TX 78224

Oracion por la iluminacién: Amado Dios, entra en nues-
tros corazones. Ayudanos a recibirte con alegria y accién
de gracias. Infunde en cada uno de nosotros la mente de

Cristo, para que podamos ser sus discipulos en esta tierra.

En el nombre de Jesus.

Lectura biblica: Jeremias 2:1-9, 11-13

2 Vino a mi palabra de Jehova, diciendo: Anda y clama a los
oidos de Jerusalén, diciendo: Asi dice Jehova: Me he acordado
de ti, de la fidelidad de tu juventud, del amor de tu desposorio,
cuando andabas en pos de mi en el desierto, en tierra no sem-
brada.

3santo era Israel a Jehova, primicias de sus nuevos frutos. To-
dos los que le devoraban eran culpables; mal venia sobre ellos,
dice Jehova.

*0id la palabra de Jehova, casa de Jacob, y todas las familias de
la casa de Israel.

> Asi dijo Jehova: ¢Qué maldad hallaron en mi vuestros padres,
que se alejaron de mi, y se fueron tras la vanidad y se hicieron
vanos?

Y no dijeron: ¢Donde esta Jehovd, que nos hizo subir de la
tierra de Egipto, que nos condujo por el desierto, por una tierra
desierta y despoblada, por tierra seca y de sombra de muerte,
por una tierra por la cual no pasé varon, ni alli habité hombre?
Y os introduje en tierra de abundancia, para que comieseis su
fruto y su bien; pero entrasteis y contaminasteis mi tierra, e
hicisteis abominable mi heredad.® Los sacerdotes no dijeron:
éDoénde estd Jehova? y los que tenian la ley no me conocieron;
y los pastores se rebelaron contra mi, y los profetas profetiza-
ron en nombre de Baal, y anduvieron tras lo que no aprovecha.
®por tanto, contenderé alin con vosotros, dijo Jehova, y con los
hijos de vuestros hijos pleitea ré. **;Acaso alguna nacién ha
cambiado sus dioses, aunque ellos no son dioses? Sin embargo,
mi pueblo ha trocado su gloria por lo que no aprovecha.

12 Espantaos, cielos, sobre esto, y horrorizaos; desolaos en gran
manera, dijo Jehova. B Porque dos males ha hecho mi pueblo:
me dejaron a mi, fuente de agua viva, y cavaron para si cister-
nas, cisternas rotas que no retienen agua.

SERMON: Cisternas Rotas, sin agua

BENDICION
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SEermon SEPTEMBER 13
Faith for Tough Times
Cracked Cisterns That Hold Mo Water

References:
Jeremiah 2, selected verses and 10222

Thing= I'd ke o remember from the sermon:

ERAYER FOR THE WEEK
Lo, J b wrote of yous theat “lght came indo the

darkness, and the darkness could pot overcome i
The prophet Jeremiah, on the other hand, preached
mary dark, ghoary messages in the people of Judsh
He spent more time afficting the comforiable then

in comforting the affcted. If | am too comfotabls,
help Jeremiah's message towake me up. And when
| mesed your comdort, help me find the hope that even
iz hearthroken prophet preached and ved Amen.

MONDAY miah 36:1-10

Jeremiah may give us mare “behind the scenes” insight into thea witing of Scrpture than any
other Bible book. At first, ba spoke his messages. In today's passage, we read that, &t God's
direction, Jaremizh put his me=sage inwnting |Banuch, a skiled scnbe, did the actual pen swaork).
Baruchwent beyond “scnbing,” and read God's word publicly in the Templa.

= “Atime of fasting was proclaimad™ (verse 9). Same responded to Jeramiah’s massage by
seeking rapantanca. Mast ottan in the Bible, fasting maant gneang up food for a certain tme.
We can “fast” sy giving up amything that draves our focus away from God [not just food) and
usirg thattima and enargy to pray, read the Bible, warship, meditata, ar serve. Choose a ime
thizweak to fast from something =0 as to draw nearer to God.

= Whan Jeremiah was restncted, ha asked Barnuch to read God's message aloud in the Temple
for him. Itis oftan hard for us to ask for help, even whenwe need it. In what areas of your lifz
can you ask for help? What fears make it hard for you to seek help?

TUES DAY Jeremiah 36:16-32

King Jehoiakim did not want to fast or rapant. He contemptuoushy cut up Jeremiah’s prophstic
scrol end bumed it Then ha sent officers to armest Jaremiah and Banch. Notica how warse 19,
whera temple officials tall Jeramiah to hide, interacts with versa 3—"the LORD had hidden
tham.” ¥ia usually sea God work through human instruments.

= Although ba trusted that God was with him, surely Jaremizh was a litthe nervous about
confronting the king who had just burned the Lond's prophecy. He even had an addition, a
hard mes=aga directad specific ally to tha king versas 23-31). How doas knowing God is with
you give you strangth to face challanges n your [ifa?

= The book of Jeramiah, as we have it, was collected and adited, likely attar Jeremiah's death.
“Marry similar words were added tothem”™ [werse 32| maans wea have, not just the scroll
Baruch wrote, but other messagas from Jeremizh. How did God work through faighéul editors
and copyists, as well as prophets and apostles, to bing us tha Bible?

WEDNESDAY Jeramiah 5:1-7, 26-31

Whan Jeremiah dalrerad stinging messages lika this, people did not just say, "He's a prophet —a
mustbetrue.” Verse 31 notes that thers wiera many “prophets” inJerusakem, and most of them
said Jaramigh was wwong. This posed, and poses, an important guastion: how dowe discam God's
authentc voice, and decide howsto respond 1o it?

= Jeremiah sharphy rebuked Judah for followang othar gods, and for failing to dafand “the just
case of the poor” Do youw s2e any linkaga batween tha hwo issues—ivays inwhich your
choice of “gods" shapes the waluas by which you lva your ie? To what extent did Jasus
folloew Jeremiah's path in ministny? Inwhat ways did Jesus do things differantly?

= leremiah wamed that Judah's tumning from God meant they couldn't depand on God's
protecton from tha Babyonians. Hie mes=age was not what thay wanted to hear. How
open are you to honestly identihying and facing areas inwhich your values and actions ara
different from God's? How do you bring them into closer alignmant?

THUBSDAY Jeremiah 28:1-17

Hananiah, & rival “propheat,” swaore that waithin teo years Judah would be free from Babylon's
povar. He mocked Jeremiah's austere messaga. Inthis case, Jeremizh said the false prophet
would die—and twwo months later, he did. Jaremizh did not give detail sbout hows ba vwould dig,
and we don't know. The stark fact spokea for itself: Jaremiah, not Hananiah, weas nght.




= [n 2011, falea prophets saldom bill hemselves as “propheats.” S5, few of our choicas of which wey
1o Iwa hawa a neon sign pointing to “God's path.” A strang relationship with God, though, makes
it @asier to become attuned fo God's desires for our ife. Choosa one step you wil take this weak
1o make your ralationship with God strongar.

= [ther paople hawve a great mpact on the ways thatwa think, feal and respond o issues. Dvar the
long term, it became clear that those wha let Jeramizh mfluence them ware much waser than
thase who followed Hananizh. Who ana the peaplewha have the mostinfluance overyou? Are
thar iwas and choices intunewith Gods values?

FRIDAY . Jeremiah #k1-2 7-13
God told Jeremiah he would maks him ke an non pilar (1:18). But unlike an iron pillar, the prophet

was still human, and had all the emotions each of us has. Ha didn't loa baing hated; ha didn't ke
prophesying destruction. But he couldn't stop preaching God's messape (verse 9. So he trusted
God to be with him a= he steadiastly carried out his heartbreakng ministry.

+ God never promisad his followers an easy nde throwugh Be. Few of us face the extrame physical
threats Jaremiah [and mamy athers, including Jasus) faced. But Jeremiah’s story can lead us al
1o askowhat s my faith warth? Rejection? Poverty? Physical danger? Have you worked through
good answers to this question with God yat?

= Tooofen, we baleve wa should act as though nothing bothears us viban we fece tough timas.
Jeramiah, ke the psalmists, permed saveral "laments™ ke this one. lInwhat weys do you
express pain or sadness? Are you shle to share those concemns honesthy with God? Is there
samecne inyour life you can trust to share your feslings with?

SATURDAY  .Jeremiah731-8

Things ware bad in Jeramiah's Judsh. The leadars wers letting ther paople, and God, down.

Jeramizh felt compeled to speak starkhy about thewrong s he saw around him. But his wsion did

not qet suck solely on the flaves he saw in the present. God had & better future in store. Like all of

tha Biblical prophats, Jeremiah ved in the hope and trust that God would send a redeemer to set al

things night fversa B

= |t can ba hard to hold onto hopa in towgh omes. s difficult o see the ight at the and of the tunnal
when you're n exila jor unemployed, have lost someone clase or baen hurt by & lowed onel
What i the hardest thing you face night now? How have you leamed to drave on God's power,
and tha canng of others, to help you face fear and loss? In what ways doyow buld your faith
that, in God's wiorld, the future shways holds hope?

Family Activity: Ask anather family to ba praver parimers wath your family. Find a time whean your
families can join togather for comearsation and & meal. After fun and fellowship, imate each person
to shara his or her joys and concems aloud. (Offer pens and paper for those who would rathar
wita their prayer requests | Discuss how and whan your families would like pray. Would each
person like to pray for another persan? Does one family waant to pray for the othar family as a
whola? Howw will you keep in touch through the week and when will you meet again? Make sure
to celebrate answared requasts and be persistent in ongoing requasts each tme your famikas are
togethar. Pray for thosa outsida your families as wall

LIFTING UF DUR CHURCH
FAMILY IN PRAYER
Prasyers of Praise:

Prayars for Health & Healing:

Church family undergoing long-term

Prayers for Comfort:




12

CHILDREN’S SERMON: A Clean Slate

Theme

Jesus erases our mistakes and gives us a clean start.

Object

A whiteboard, a dry erase marker, and some whiteboard cleaner.

Scripture

"'Although you wash yourself with soda and use an abundance of soap, the stain of your
guilt is still before me," declares the Sovereign Lord" (Jeremiah 2:22). "Wash me, and | will
be whiter than snow" (Psalms 51:7).

This morning | have brought a whiteboard with me. | suppose that some day the white-
board will totally replace the old-fashioned chalkboards that we still see in many of our
schools. One of the nice things about the whiteboards is that you can use different col-
ored markers to make your message stand out and make it more interesting. If you are
writing with a black marker and want to make a word stand out from the others, you can
switch to red. Of course, if you make a mistake, you can just wipe it off and start over
again.

One thing | have noticed about the whiteboards is that as you use it day after day, you
begin to see stains left on the board. You can wash it with soap and water, but the stains
won't come out. That is why someone invented this special whiteboard cleaner. Just spray
it on and wipe it with a cloth and the stains of the old marks are gone and your board is
as white as new.

We are about to begin new year. It is time to erase the mistakes of the past year and
begin again with a clean slate. Some of the mistakes we have made are more than simply
making a wrong decision. There are some things that we have done that God has told us
in the Bible not to do. We call that sin. Some of those sins we have done time and time
again and they have left a stain upon our lives which we cannot erase.

In the Bible God said, "Even though you wash yourself with a lot of soap, the stain of your
guilt is still there." We must have God's forgiveness to take away those stains -- and we
can have God's forgiveness because of Jesus. Jesus is like this special whiteboard cleaner.
If we turn to Jesus and ask him to forgive us of our sins, he will wash away our sin and we
will be as white as snow. Then we can truly start the new year with a clean slate!

Dear Lord, we are thankful that as we start this new year, we can truly start with a clean
slate as we ask you for forgiveness in Jesus' name. Amen.

“Hard Places” Craft (15 minutes) Reiterate to the class that even though Jeremiah was obedient to God,
he experienced some hard things (such as being taken to Egypt and having to share bad news with God’s peo-
ple). Comment, “We’ve all experienced some hard, heart-breaking, and frustrating things because we are
God’s children. So, we're going to make a craft to remind us that the Lord is greater than anything bad we
could ever experience.” Give each child at least three stones and ask them to carefully write the name of
something that has challenged their faith on each stone (e.g. sadness, loss, death, insecurity). Then give each
child a plastic favor bag and help them write, “GOD IS GREATER!” on the bag. Help the class understand that
placing the stones inside the bags (and sealing the bags with a tie or knot) symbolize our trust in God to take
care of even the deepest hurts. Say, “The Lord knows we have these ‘heavy’ stones in our hearts! But he asks
us to trust him anyway and make the choice to serve him, like Jeremiah did, even when things are hard.”
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The prophet Jeremiah tried to warn the people of Judah for 40 years that
trouble was coming, but they chose to listen to false prophets instead.



WESTLAWN UMC
PASTOR LILIANA PADILLA

Welcome / Pray

Teach Us Your Ways
Here’s a call to worship inspired by Psalm 122 and
Isaiah 2:1-5.

| was overjoyed when they said to me, “Let us go to
the house of the Lord!”
In faith, we gather to worship you, O God.
This is where you teach us your ways, that we may
walk in your paths.
This is where we hear and act upon your word of
peace and justice.
so that instruments of war are transformed into tools
of production;
and nation shall not lift up arms against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
As we hear and obey, we shall surely walk in the light
of the Lord!.

WORSHIP TIME
CHILDREN'’S TIME
OFFERING

7 Each of you should give what you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compul-
sion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

2 Corinthians 9:7

CELL 325-315-8735

122 S. SAN MANUEL, SAN ANTONIO TX

SEPTIEMBRE 23, 2020

Oracion Inicial.

Enséfianos tus caminos
Aqui hay un llamado a la adoracién inspirado en el
Salmo 122 e Isaias 2: 1-5.

Me llené de alegria cuando me dijeron: "jVamos a la
casa del Sefior!"

En fe, nos reunimos para adorarte, oh Dios.

Aqui es donde nos ensefias tus caminos, para que
podamos caminar en tus caminos.

Aqui es donde escuchamos y actuamos sobre su pa-
labra de paz y justicia.

Para que los instrumentos de guerra se transformen
en herramientas de produccion; y nacién no levanta-
ra armas contra nacién, ni aprenderan mas la gue-
rra.

iMientras escuchamos y obedecemos, seguramente
caminaremos a la luz del Sefior !

TIEMPO DE ALABANDA
TIEMPO PARA LOS NINOS
OFRENDA:

Cada uno de como propuso en su Corazon
no con tristeza o por necesidad porque
Dios ama al dador alegre.

2 Corintios 9:7



Ways You Can Send Us Your Offerings

*Formas en que usted puede hacernos llegar sus ofrendas.

«  Www.myiglesiawestlawn.org -A traves de la pagina: www.myiglesiawestlawn.org

-Por correo regular al hermano Rene de La Cruz
Cheque a nombre de la Iglesia Westlawnd

9446 Hindi Drive, San Antonio TX 78224

e By email: Rene de la Cruz
9446 Hindi Drive, San Antonio TX 78224

Oracion por la iluminacion: Amado Dios, entra en nues-

Prayer for illumination: Loving God, enter into our . - , L
tros corazones. Ayudanos a recibirte con alegria y accién

hearts. Help us to receive you with joy and thanks- de gracias. Infunde en cada uno de nosotros la mente de

giving. Instill in each of us the mind of Christ, that Cristo, para que podamos ser sus discipulos en esta tierra.

we may be your disciples on this earth. In Jesus En el nombre de Jesus.

name Amen. Lectura biblica: Jeremias 3:12-13, 7:5-7

Bible Reading: Jeremiah 3:12-13, 7:5-7 2ve y clama estas palabras hacia el norte, y di:

Vuélvete, oh rebelde Israel, dice Jehova; no haré
caer mi ira sobre ti, porque misericordioso soy
yo, dice Jehova, no guardaré para siempre el
enojo.

'2Go, proclaim this message toward the north:

“Return, faithless Israel,” declares
the LoRrop,
‘| will frown on you no longer,
for | am faithful,” declares the Lorp,
'l will not be angry forever.
"3 Only acknowledge your guilt—
you have rebelled against
the Lorp your God,
you have scattered your favors to for-

'3 Reconoce, pues, tu maldad, porque contra Je-
hova tu Dios has prevaricado, y fornicaste con
los extrafios debajo de todo arbol frondoso, y no
oiste mi voz, dice Jehova.

eign gods under every spreading tree,
and have not obeyed me,”
declares the Lorp.

3 you really change your ways and
your actions and deal with each other
justly, ®if you do not oppress the for-

eigner, the fatherless or the widow and

do not shed innocent blood in this
place, and if you do not follow other
gods to your own harm, " then | will let
you live in this place, in the land | gave
your ancestors for ever and ever.

SERMON:

Never Too FarGone: Return,Oh Israel

Blessing

75 Pero si mejorareis cumplidamente vuestros
caminos y vuestras obras; si con verdad hiciereis
justicia entre el hombre y su préjimo,

®y no oprimiereis al extranjero, al huérfano y a la
viuda, ni en este lugar derramareis la sangre ino-
cente, ni anduviereis en pos de dioses ajenos pa-
ra mal vuestro,

" 0s haré morar en este lugar, en la tierra que di
a vuestros padres para siempre.

SERMON:
Nunca te has ido demasiado lejos:
Regresa Israel

BENDICION
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GROW. PRAY. STUDY.

WEEKLY GUIDE SEPTEMBER 20—26, 2020
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Sermon )
Jeremiah: A Faith for Tough Times
Never Too Far Gone: Return, O Israel -

Scripture References:
Jeremiah 3:12-137:5-7

Things I'd like to remember from the sermon:

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK

God, your people didn't seem to “get it.” No matter
what Jeremiah preached, they refused to cooperate
with you to create an inner life that reflected your
love, your joy, and your peace. Help me to be wiser
than they were. Help me trust that you have my best
interests at heart, even if you challenge me or call
me to change. | want to want what you want, Lord.
Make this true for me. Amen.

605B.C 598 B.C 597 B.C. 588B.C. 587B.C
T vE8 G:g TEB 953
= 3 28 3 g 283 z3383
=] BE 5w “cwn 5279
= .8 = =t~ =237 25 o
2 5 (o R =30 S5 S e co O @
2 E = 289 = E o
= -} E;;;N - QE_,'gg
s S 2 £ 5 © - D O
@ © i ==} S .£
g’ g g’ =14
S ~ = 5
Z 2 z ]
MONDAY Jeremiah 8:18 — 9:1

In their Old Testament Survey, the scholars LaSor, Hubbard and Bush wrote that “Jeremiah’s
agony mirrors the agony of Yahweh at his rejection by Judah.” Neither Jeremiah nor God wanted
to see Babylon crush Judah. Even the strongest words of judgment came from a heart that wept
over Israel's stubborn refusal to repent.

* In Romans 9:2-3, Paul spoke like Jeremiah: “I have great sorrow... inmy heart...I could wish
that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people....the people of
Israel.” How did Jeremiah and Paul develop God's compassion toward those who opposed
them, rather than scorn or hatred? How can you grow more like them?

* Gilead was famous for plants that were made into medicinal salves and balms (see Genesis
37:25). Hence Jeremiah's expression “balmin Gilead” (not “bomb” in Gilead, though people
sometimes hear it that way!). In what ways has God's presence been a healing balm in your
life? In what areas do you wish for God's healing touch?

Twice in these verses Jeremiah repeated God's call to his wayward people: “Return.” God was
not calling them, and does not call us, to abstract ethics, rigid rules to obey “or else.” God called
them, and us, to a relationship, a decision to walk daily with God. If Israel would return to the
relationship, God said, he would provide the spiritual healing they needed.

» What differences do you see between calling people to “retum to correct doctrine” or “retum
to good actions” and the call God in fact sent through Jeremiah: “return to me” (4:1)? To what
extent has God become a personal presence in your life, rather than just an idea? What steps
help open you to a more personal connection with God?

* Verses 23-25 record a kind of divine “wishful thinking,” the words God (and Jeremiah) wished
Judah’s people would say. What things today are like the deceptive “idolatrous commotion
onthe hills” in Jeremiah's time? When have you let something go in order to return to God?
What did it take to show you that you needed to change course?

WEDNESDAY Jeremiah 26:1-13

Jeremiah used a key idea twice in this Temple sermon: “The Lord will relent.” At another spot in the
book (which, remember, is a collection, not in chronological order), we read God saying, “I have
spoken and will not relent” (Jeremiah 4:28). But in the Temple, Jeremiah said, “If you change your
behavior, God willrelent and spare you from disaster.”

* Inthe book of Jonah, God sent ancother prophetto preach disaster. The hearers repented and
God relented. That made Jonah furious: “Isn't this what | said, LORD?...| knew that you are
a gracious and compassionate God...who relents from sending disaster” (Jonah 4:2). Was
Jeremiah right—could Israel have avoided exile by truly tuming back to God? Or do you
believe God is unable to shape how empires like Babylon act?

* Atone time, God's tabernacle was in Shiloh (see Joshua 18:1). By Jeremiah's day, Shiloh lay in

\J



ruins (Jeremiah 7:12-15). God blessed the Methodist church, and Resurrection, in the past.
Does that mean God must protect us today, whatever our spiritual condition?

THURSDAY Jeremiah 18:1-12

Jeremiah's visit to the potter’s house led him to teach the principle scholars call “conditional
prophecy.” Many in his day said, “God cantallow us to face judgment —he promised to look after
Israel.” To them, the message was, “If you leave God, God's shelter may leave you.” But it also
gave hope to those who felt, “It's no use—we're doomed.” To them, Jeremiah said, “Prophecy is
not destiny, but warning. If you repent, God will forgive and protect.”

* Prophecy doesn't bind either God or us. We can always choose to change course (for good or for
ill}, and God is free to respond to our choices. When have you chosen to go against what God
asks of you? If itbrought bad results, what did you learn? Could you (or can you) see past your
failure and ask God to help you live in God's way?

* Sadly, verse 12 said Judah's people responded to God's call by saying “It's no use” and continuing
on their doomed course. Is there any part of your life that makes you feel as though “it's no
use?” How canwhat Jeremiah taught about God give you hope?

FRIDAY _____ Jeremiah 3:12-20

Jeremiah mixed images of God as scorned husband and parentto call to Judah. Commentator
John Guest noted, “The divorce laws [of Jeremiah's day] said there was no second chance.
Yet God's love transcends our frailties and offers us a new marriage with Him.” We can “see”
Jeremiah pleading, “Return!’ [says God]. ‘How gladly | would treat you like my children.”

* Jeremiah echoed God's message to Moses: “The LORD. . .the compassionate and gracious God,
slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving
wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished” (Exodus 34:6-7).
How have you experienced God's grace and compassion, God's eagerness to forgive you and
welcome you back when you miss the mark?

* Doyoutend to think of God having feelings, or as dispassionate? Ephesians 4:30 urged Christians,
“Dor ~ :the Holy Spirit of God.” Reflect on how your lack of trust or defiant acts might
grieve God. How can you take steps to avoid bringing God grief?

ATURDAY remiah 4:6-14
God never gives up. It's harder to see in the English Bible, but Jeremiah was a gifted Hebrew poet.
He used a series of vivid poetic images in chapter 4 to wam Israel of the looming danger the nation
faced. The Babylonian lion was out of his lair; his chariots were coming like a whirlwind. But those
grim images were not a simple forecast; they were the backdrop for an appeal. The prophet/poet
ended with “Wash the evil from your heart and be saved.”

* “Wash the evil from your heart” might sound as if we just need to think differently. The UBS
Translator's Handbook on Jeremiahnotes that the Hebrew phrase is about how our inner
thoughts shape our way of life: “Translators can say ‘clean all the evil from your lives’ or ‘make
your hearts [or, lives] clean; remove all the evil.” How are you, day by day, giving God access to
your thoughts, so that through them God can be atwork to reshape your way of life?

Family Activity: Jeremiah told people to turn to God and away from their sin. Ask each person in
your family to individually pray (aloud or silently, whichever works better), “Lord, | am sorry for...”
and confess his or her sins to God. Have each one write a word or draw a simple picture on paper
representing something about his or her sin. Attach the papers to a shared wall. Stand together
facing the papers and say, “God, we turn away from our sin, and we turn toward you.” Turn your
bodies away from the wall and toward a symbol reminding you of God (cross, Bible, nature, etc.)
End your time together by praying, “Thank you, God, for the promise of your forgiveness. Amen.”

LIFTING UP OUR CHURCH
FAMILY IN PRAYER

Prayers of Praise:

Prgyors !or Healgh & Heali_ng:

Church family undergoing long-term medical

Prayers for Comfort:

Prayers for the Military:
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CHILDREN’S SERMON: God shapes us into what he wants us to be.

Object

Balloons for making animals. (I was fortunate to have a professional clown in my church. | had her make
some really neat balloon animals before | did my part. This sermon could also be done using clay or play
dough.)

Scripture

Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand. Jeremiah 18:6

How many of you have ever seen someone who could take balloons and shape them into different kinds of
animals? | was watching Sassy the clown do that the other day and | thought, "I'll bet | can do that." | think
I'll try it. (Take out a balloon and blow it up, then go through some gyrations as if you were trying to make
it into the shape of an animal.) Oh look, I've made a snake. That is pretty good, isn't it! | think I'll try anoth-
er one. (Blow up another balloon and go through the same process again.) Hey, look, I've made a worm.
Well, maybe this isn't as easy as | thought it was going to be. Maybe Sassy the clown knew a lot more
about it than | do.

This reminds me of the way God works in my life. If | will let Him, God can take my life and shape it into
whatever He wants me to be. But every time | try to do it myself, | turn out to be a snake or a worm. What |
need to do is just put myself in God's hands and let Him shape me into what He wants me to be.

Dear Lord, every time | try to take control of my life, | wind up as a snake or a worm. Help me to let you to
make me into what you want me to be. Amen.
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Q KMTHWVY OS CY OWTE Word Search
K FJ EKGVUBTAASBUVEBE U
In the Potter's Hand
P X T FRGSNPT I LEELTF Yet you, LORD, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the
X X F D I A I AL L E A L CD potter; we are all the work of your hand. Isaiah 84:8
The puzzle is based on Psalm 100
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WESTLAWN UMC
PASTOR LILIANA PADILLA

Welcome / Pray
Call to Worship

(inspired by Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7)
A word of encouragement came from prophet to
people;

Live a life that is full — build, plant, eat, love, multiply-

Pray for your communities
Keep God in the center of all that is.
We enter into worship today with hope in our hearts
For something happens here
that reminds us that we can live as God desires
God has made a promise of faithfulness to us

and we can trust the promise.

WORSHIP TIME
CHILDREN’S TIME
OFFERING

” Each of you should give what you have decided in
your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compul-
sion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

2 Corinthians 9:7

122 S. SAN MANUEL, SAN ANTONIO TX
CELL 325-315-8735

SEPTIEMBRE 30, 2020

Oracion Inicial.

Llamado a la adoracion
(inspirado en Jeremias 29: 1, 4-7)

Una palabra de aliento vino del profeta a la gente;
Vive una vida plena: construye, planta, come, ama,
multiplica ...

Oren por sus comunidades
Manten a Dios en el centro de todo lo que eres.
Entramos en la adoracién hoy con esperanza en
nuestros corazones
Porque algo pasa aqui
que nos recuerda que podemaos vivir como Dios
desea
Dios nos ha hecho una promesa de fidelidad
y podemos confiar en la promesa.

TIEMPO DE ALABANDA
TIEMPO PARA LOS NINOS
OFRENDA:

Cada uno de como propuso en su Corazon
no con tristeza o por necesidad porque
Dios ama al dador alegre.

2 Corintios 9:7



Ways You Can Send Us Your Offerings
¢ Www.myiglesiawestlawn.org

e By email: Rene de la Cruz
9446 Hindi Drive, San Antonio TX 78224

Prayer for illumination: Loving God, enter into our
hearts. Help us to receive you with joy and thanks-
giving. Instill in each of us the mind of Christ, that
we may be your disciples on this earth. In Jesus
name Amen.

Bible Reading: Jeremiah 29:1, 11-14

29:1 This is the text of the letter that the prophet Jere-
miah sent from Jerusalem to the surviving elders
among the exiles and to the priests, the prophets and
all the other people Nebuchadnezzar had carried into
exile from Jerusalem to Babylon

11 For | know the plans | have for you,” declares
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will

call on me and come and pray to me, and | will listen to
you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek
me with all your heart. 14 | will be found by you,” de-

clares the Lord, “and will bring you back from captivity.

[b] I will gather you from all the nations and places

where | have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and

will bring you back to the place from which | carried you

into exile.”

SERMON: Hope for the Hopeless

Blessing

*Formas en que usted puede hacernos llegar sus ofrendas.
-A traves de la pagina: www.myiglesiawestlawn.org
-Por correo regular al hermano Rene de La Cruz
Cheque a nombre de la Iglesia Westlawnd
9446 Hindi Drive, San Antonio TX 78224

Oracion por la iluminacién: Amado Dios, entra en nues-
tros corazones. Ayudanos a recibirte con alegria y accién
de gracias. Infunde en cada uno de nosotros la mente de

Cristo, para que podamos ser sus discipulos en esta tierra.

En el nombre de Jesus.
Lectura biblica: Jeremias 29:1, 11-14

29 Estas son las palabras de la carta que el profeta Jere-
mias envio de Jerusalén a los ancianos que habian que-
dado de los que fueron transportados, y a los sacerdotes
y profetas y a todo el pueblo que Nabucodonosor llevé
cautivo de Jerusalén a Babilonia

11 Porque yo sé los pensamientos que tengo acerca de
vosotros, dice Jehovd, pensamientos de paz, y no de mal,
para daros el fin que esperais. 12 Entonces me invocaréis,
y vendréis y oraréis a mi, y yo os oiré; 13 y me buscaréis y
me hallaréis, porque me buscaréis de todo vuestro cora-

z6n.

14 Y seré hallado por vosotros, dice Jehov3, y haré volver

vuestra cautividad, y os reuniré de todas las naciones y de

todos los lugares adonde os arrojé, dice Jehova; y os haré
volver al lugar de donde os hice llevar.

SERMON: Esperanza para los que no
tienen esperanza!

BENDICION
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] | “Prisoners of Hope"
Scripture: Isaiah 40:31, Jeremiah 29:11, Zechariah 9:12

A need for hope: Judah's decline and exile

As we tumn to prophetic words of hope, we first review the tragic events that made hope so necessary.

The little kingdom of Judah lost its way spiritually after their last good king, Josiah, died fighting an

Egyptian incursion (cf. 2 Kings 23:28-29). As they ignored their covenant with God, first Egypt and then

Babylon put puppet kings on the throne and wamed against any rebellion. 2 Kings 25 tells of the final

disaster in 586 B.C. Babylon desfroyed Jerusalem, carried thousands of its people away, and “Judah

was exiled from its land.”

» This is hard to read. But disaster did not come “out of the blue.” The prophet Jeremiah had wamed that
even the beaufiful Temple Solomon built was no guarantee that God would keep proteciing those who
ignored God's calls for justice and faithfulness (cf. Jeremiah 7-1-10). How can the tragedy of Judah's
descent into exile speak to you when there is tension between God's ways and the pressures and
demands of the human culture around you?

» ‘“Judah was exiled from its land: A final tragic declaration by the historian leaves the reader wondering
whether there might be any hope for Judah.” * Right then, it looked as though God's big promise to
Abraham—"| will make of you a great nation and will bless you" (Genesis 12:2}—had failed. Imagine
how you'd have felt as a citizen of Judah being marched into exile and keep those feelings in mind as
we read the prophetic messages this week.

Prayer: O God, your great heart must have wept as your children wandered away from you and into

disaster. And yet, even as many of them must have felt like giving up, we know you never did, and | thank

you for that. Amen.
* Gordon Mattes, study note on 2 Kings 25:21 in The CEB Study Bible. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2013, p. 6160T.

Hope—after a long exile
TUESDAY Jeremiah 29:1-14

This section of Jeremiah backed up a bit. Babylon first took Hebrew exiles away in 597 B.C. while leaving

the puppet King Zedekiah in Jerusalem. Jeremiah sent a letter to those exiles urging them fo seftle down for

a lengthy stay in Babylon. That message was not popular. Self-proclaimed prophets like Hananiah and

Shemaiah thought the exile would end quickly. Shemaiah wrote from Babylon asking the high priest in

Jerusalem fo imprison Jeremiah (cf. Jeremiah 28:1-3, 29:24-32).

» Jeremiah told the exiles God had “plans for peace, not disaster, to give you a future filled with hope.” But
first he said, “When Babylon's seventy years * are up.” “Jeremiah’s words presuppose that there's no
quick fix for the community's situation. This doesn't mean the situation is hopeless. It does mean people



need to be prepared fo take the long view." ** Could anything requiring “the long view” actually give you
hope? What makes trusting patience essential as you walk with God?

# Verse 13 summed up Jeremiah's message of judgment and hope: “When you search for me, yes,
search for me with all your heart, you will find me.” How do you understand the meaning of searching for
God “with all your heart"? What imes or events in your life have driven you to seek God with all your
heart? What steps helped you do that?

Prayer: Loving God, with all my heart | want to be a part of your hope-filled future. It's often hard for me to

wait, so keep teaching me to trust your timing more than my restless demands. Amen.

*eeventy years, i.e., along time or a lifefime; see Jeremiah 25:11." Louis Stulman, study note on Jeremiah 29:4-14 in The CEB
Studly Bible. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2013, p. 12550T.

** John Goldingay, Jeremiah for Everyone. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2015, p. 146.

A new covenant after exile's lessons are learned

WEDNESDAY Jeremiah 31:10-14, 17, 31-34

As in yesterday’s reading, Jeremiah's message was one of hope: “The LORD will rescue the people of

Jacob... They will come shouting for joy on the hills of Zion.” But it was long-term hope, not immediate:

“Your children will return home!” And the key was for the people to choose a new covenant with God. This

covenant would engrave God's instructions on their hearts as they understood God's profound desire to

forgive and restore them.

# Jeremiah had voiced shock on God's behalf at the people's choice to worship the pagan non-gods
rather than their covenant God: “Has a nation switched gods, though they aren't really gods at all? Yet
my people have exchanged their glory for what has no value” (Jeremiah 2:11). How would that change?
“God intends to pardon the people’s waywardness and restore them to their country. Maybe that has
the power to change them.” * When have you experienced the transforming power of God's
forgiveness?

» Jesus' followers saw in Jeremiah's new covenant words a picture of Jesus’ mercy and forgiveness
(Luke 22:20, 1 Corinthians 11:25. 2 Corinthians 3:5-14, Hebrews 8:8-12. 9:15, 10:16-17). But
Jeremiah's original promise was to “the people of Israel and Judah." “Christians enjoy a wondrous
relationship with God through Jesus Christ, but their participation in the new covenant in no way
excludes the initial recipients and their heirs.” ** How might the new covenant promise help bridge
centuries of fear and distrust between Christians and Jews, rather than widening it?

Prayer: Lord God, you are “the God who stays.” *** Thank you for drawing me into the company of all who

respond to your love and live in the grace and beauty of your new covenant. Amen.

* John Goldingay, Jeremiah for Everyone. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2015, p. 160.

** Louis Stulman, sidebar “The New Covenant” in The CEB Study Bible. Mashville: Abingdon Press, 2013, p. 12610T.
e 'l.l"."nter[s]n Martthew Wast. Jonathan Smith, Andrew Pruis. Scmg lyrics from

Hope from a vision of God's life-giving breath

THURSDAY Ezekiel 37:1-14

Babylon exiled the prophet Ezekiel along with many other Israelites in 597 BC. Twelve years later a survivor
from Jerusalem's destruction in 586 gave Ezekiel the news that the city had fallen, with even the Temple
destroyed. That news must have deepened the exiles’ sense of hopelessness. But Ezekiel had a series of
visions of hope. The most vivid of those visions is today's reading—the famous vision of God bringing a
valley of dried out bones back to life.
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» (Genesis showed two steps in creating life: “the LORD God formed the human from the topsoil of the
fertile land and blew life's breath into his nostrils” (Genesis 2:7). And in vision Ezekiel saw the bones
covered with skin but not yet alive. “When the breath entered them, they came to life” (verse 10). “riah
in the Hebrew original, has three meanings in English....They are 'breath,” ‘wind,’ and "spint.” * Verse 14
told the hopeless Hebrew exiles that God's spirit would bring them back alive as a people. How central
is God's spirit in giving you, and our entire congregation, true spiritual life?

# Ezekiel's dramatic, visionary image delivered the message that God offers hope even when we can see
none. When have you seen God take a “dry bones” person, relationship or siluation that seemed beyond
hope and bring new life to it? With whom can you share the good news of God's life-giving hope?

Prayer: “Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew.” ** | need your Spirit filing me each day, Lord

Jesus, and | open myself to it again today. Amen.
* Douglas Stuar, The Preachers Commentary Senes. Volume 200 Ezekiel. Nashville: Thomas Melson, Inc., 1889, p. 335,
h Edl.m Hatch wrote this hy‘mn in 1878, and it is now printed in 285 different hymnals, acconding to

Hope for those returning from exile
FRIDAY Isaiah 40:27-31

Today's readings likely came from a ime when the Israelites were retuming to their ruined land {or about to
retum) after decades in exile. There were no “Babylon to Jerusalem” flights—words like “stumble” and
“walk” reflected the only way most exiles got home. The walking exiles were weary and feared that God
was too. But Isaiah said God “doesn't grow tired or weary.” Israel (and we) could always trust in God,

because God-given hope (not hope in our own power) renews our strength.
# Can you recall times when you have felt like the Israelites in Isaiah 40:27: "My way is hidden from the

LORD, my God ignores my predicament™? Are there areas of your life that feel that way to you right now
as we all deal with the conditions created by the Covid-19 outbreak? In what ways can you reconnect
with the Creator who “doesn't grow tired or weary” of caring for you?

» Isaiah wrote, “His understanding is beyond human reach” (verse 28). Our need to confrol, our challenge
with “letting go,” inevitably runs into our inability to control time and disease. Even the best health and
fitness programs cannot (honestly) promise to fully halt aging or infection. How can really frusting in a
God who's vastly wiser than you are renew your strength by setting you free from the need to fry to
control life's unconfrollable realiies?

Prayer: Lord God, full of etemal energy, you remain the same creative, caring God you've always been.

Help me leam more and more to trust your timeless love. Amen.

“Prisoners of hope" in hardships after exile

SATURDAY | Zechariah 9:9-12

Zechariah preached soon after Israel's retumn from exile (see Ezra 5:1, 6:14). There were many challenges
in rebuilding the city the Babylonians had sacked, but this prophet called on people to rejoice because God
was with them (cf. Zechariah 2:10-12). He retumed to the call to rejoice at the start of today’s reading. One
result of God's presence (at the end of the exile, and more broadly when the promised deliverer, the
Messiah came) was that prisoners were set free. That promised freedom (spiritual more than just physical)
was why Zechaniah called them “prisoners of hope.” (Four weeks ago on Palm Sunday, we remembered
that Jesus so clearly drew on Zechariah's word picture that both Matthew 21:4-7 and John 12:14-15 quoted
verse 9 in the story of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.)



+ Imagine yourself as an Israelite who had come back from exile in Babylon just a few weeks or months
before hearing these words. How did Zechanah encourage his contemporaries? How would this
message have lifted their spirits and given them strength to move ahead with the tasks of rebuilding?
Mow imagine that you were one of Jesus' followers in Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. How does knowing
Jesus and seeing him set many different people free from pnsons of their own or others’ making deepen
your insight into Zechariah's phrase "prisoners of hope™? Now imagine yourself as someone dealing
with the consequences of a wide-spread shutdown due to a deadly contagious virus. (Oops—no
imagination needed. ) In what way(s) can your frust in the God Zechanah served empower you, too, to
live as a pnsoner of hope?

Prayer: Lord, you know the times nght now when | feel cooped up, constrained, unable to do some of what

| want to do. By your presence with me, help me to rejoice greatly even now, to be not just a prisoner, but a

prisoner of hope. Amen.

CHILDREN SERMON: The "Rasslin' Match"

Theme: Surrender to God’s will.
Object: A picture of your father

Scripture:"For | know the plans | have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." Jeremiah 29:11

This is a picture of my dad. My dad is in Heaven with Jesus now, but | still think about him a lot and
remember some of the good times we used to have together. One thing | remember is how we used
to have "rasslin’ matches" when | was a little boy. We’d get down on the floor and wrestle. He’d take
my arm and put it behind my back and he’d say, "Do you give up?" I’d say, "No!" He would keep hold-
ing my arm behind my back until I’d say, "I give up! | give up!" He would let me up, and | would jump
right back on him and the "rasslin’ match" would start all over again. Of course, my dad was much
larger and stronger than | was and he could have easily won every "rasslin’ match," but he didn’t. He

would often let me win.

We often get into a "rasslin” match" with our Heavenly Father. We want to do things our way, and he
wants us to "give up" and let Him be in control of our life. The things that He wants for us are much
better than the things we want for ourselves. In the Bible God says, "For | know the plans | have for
you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a fu-
ture."

God, our heavenly Father is strong and mighty. He could easily force us to do what He wants us to do,
but He doesn’t do that. He patiently waits for us to "give up" and give Him control. Isn’t it time we
said, "l give up! | give up!" and let Him have control of our life?

Dear Father, we choose You to be the Lord of our life. We "give up." You are in control. Amen.
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Hope for the Hopeless

Group Activities

"Hope for the Hopeless"

Scripture Reading:Jeremiah 29:11

TURN, TURN,TURN:

Children can stand in a long line or they can scatter around a designated area or stand in a circle, as teacher
desires. The teacher can tell the children to TURN to the RIGHT or TURN to the LEFT, or TURN toward the
MIDDLE of the room, or TURN toward the teacher or the window, or the door, etc. The teacher can have a
very LARGE lettered J-E-S-U-S on one wall and from time to time the teacher can say to TURN to JESUS. Play
as time allows and let children hear today's Bible story after sharing our THEME and today's Bible verse.

CLEAN MACHINE:

Divide the class into two teams. One team can be given washable markers to put dots of marker on the other
team members' arms or faces, if desired. The team with the dots will then be given wet toweling or wipes to

wipe off the dots. Let children know about today's Bible lesson and the leprosy that was the dreaded disease
in Jesus' time. Then switch markers to the other team and continue the same way as the first team.

BANDAID MAN:

Give children supplies to cut out part of a person and glue or tape to a piece of construction paper. The
teacher will come to each child's paper and put a mark on a couple of places on the body and then give the
children 2 bandaids to place on those marks. Tell children to write HOPE FOR THE HOPELESS on the shirt of
their paper person and talk about today's lesson with leprosy and Jesus healing the man who had hope and
trustin Jesus.

FINGER PAINTING HOPE:

Children can be given paper and paint to do a finger painting project. After children have played with the
paints and made designs on their paper with the paint, encourage the children to use their finger and write
HOPE on the artwork and let it dry throughout the class time.

BIG LETTER HUNT:

Before classtime, the teacher/leaders can make large construction paper letters (one letter for each piece of
construction paper) to hide around a designated area. There should be a large letter for every letter of HOPE
and TRUST. Children can HUNT for the letters and bring them back to tape to the classroom door or a special
wall or poster board! Tell children to ask each other questions about today's lesson.

SING A SONG:
MY GOD IS SO GREAT; JESUS LOVES THE LITTLE CHILDREN

SHARE A SNACK:

Each child could be given a snack pack of nuts, raisins, pretzels, crackers, juice box, etc, to
show children what many organizations give to the homeless and people who need encour-
agement when they are hurting and need someone's help.


https://sermons4kids.com/hope_for_the_hopeless.htm
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“Porque yo sé los planes que
tengo para vosotros" --declara el
SENOR-- ““planes de bienestar y
no de calamidad, para daros un

futuro y una esperanza.

Jeremias 29:11

Damos gracias a Dios siempre, por cada uno de ustedes.
Oramos constantemente por que El Sefior los cuide y mantenga en Salud.

Las cosas han cambiado tanto, nuestra vida, la vida de la Iglesia, el mundo entero ha cambiado. Pero
Nuestro Dios no cambia el sigue siendo el mismo, su amor y presencia continua nuestro lado, y aunque las
montafias se muevan, Nuestro Dios es fiel y su poder y gracia nos rodean cada dia.

Nuestro mundo esta enfrentando retos nuevos, dolor, perdida, enfermedad, necesidades econémicas, y
violencia, y al igual que en los tiempos de Jeremias, a pesar del toda esta crisis, pareciera que el mundo no

quiere oir la voz de Dios,

El mensaje de Jeremias toma un nuevo entendimiento para nuestras vidas ahora que nos sentimos tan
vulnerables, Dios sigue llamandonos a buscarlo, a clamar a El, El nos sigue diciendo que esta aqui para no-

sotros. El nos llama a regresar a EL.

Te invito a que sigas conectado con nosotros, aprenderemos del Mensaje del Profeta Jeremias y el llama-
do a mantener la esperanza y la fe que se requiere para estos tiempos dificiles.

MINISTERIOS DE NUESTRA IGLESIA:
LAVANDERIA GRATUITA (NECESITAS HACER CITA 325-315-8735)
MIERCOLES: ENTREGA DE PLATILLOS DE COMIDA (LLAMA 325-315-8735 PARA APARTAR EL TUYO)
SABADOS: ENTREGA DE DESPENSA 10:00 AM
S| DESEAS CONCETARTE CON NUESTRAS PUBLICACIONES:
FACEBOOKY YOUTUBE ENVIA UN TEXTO AL 325-315-8735 PARA ENVIARTE EL LINK



