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Samuel 
Haldeman’s

200th 
Birthday 

Celebration
Sunday, August 12th is our biggest event of the year and we 
need you to make it  a success.  It will be at the Haldeman 
Mansion from noon to 5 pm.

There will be several vendors with plenty of food to please your taste buds. 
Come for lunch, snacks and early evening supper.  Of course, this is the 200th 
birthday celebration of Samuel Haldeman, born August 12, 1812.  You will 
want to talk to Samuel Haldeman.  He can tell you a lot about himself.

There will be activities for all ages from young to old.  Dale Good has a power 
point presentation of the history of the property which will be shown 
throughout the day inside the Mansion.

Also featured will be bus tours of the area from Bainbridge to Marietta.  It will 
include visiting Samuel Haldeman’s gravesite in Marietta and seeing where he 
lived as an adult plus many other stops.  Each tour will be about 45 minutes.  
We are planning 4 tours with each an hour apart.  The first tour will be at 12:30.  
There will be a charge per person because it costs us money to use the Elite 
bus.  We will have a guide on the bus.

The Conewago Creek Initiative will provide a stream sampling activity for the 
children and other activities include mollusk presentations and making Fish 
Print t-shirts.  Other activities include decorating hats and cupcakes.  There will 
be games for the kids, too.

There will also be t-shirts for sale with the Haldeman Mansion logo on the back 
and “Ask Me about SAM” on the front.  If we don’t have your size, we can 
take orders.

We hope to have musicians play.  If you want to volunteer to play, please 
contact Elaine K Jackson at 717 283-7740 or 717 426-3794

Entrance is free but there will be a $ 5.00 parking fee.
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Upcoming Events
OPEN HOUSE

The Mansion is open every Sunday
Through October 16th, 2012

From 1:00 to 4:00 PM
Visit the Mansion on Sundays.  Bring your friends and share this peaceful setting with 
them.  Encourage others to support the preservation and restoration of the historic 
Haldeman Mansion.  A knowledgeable volunteer will be on site to provide information 
about the mansion and the Haldeman Family.

Tavern Dinner
Saturday - September 8, 2012

The Haldeman Mansion will be holding its second annual Tavern Dinner from 
5:30 to 8:30 at 230 Locust Grove Road, Bainbridge, PA.

Unfortunately, last  year’s event  was  canceled due to flooding from tropical 
Storm Lee. Our wish is for pleasant conditions for an enjoyable evening.

Taverns were a place where people socialized dating back to the 1700’s.  
There were local taverns between Lancaster and Philadelphia.

The evening will begin with appetizers and a limited selection of wine and 
beer which is followed by  a hearty  meal.  Included in the menu are home 
baked breads  with butter  and jam, spinach salad with hot bacon dressing, 
creamy squash soup,  mashed potatoes, vegetables,  ham and brisque beef 
by  a dessert.  You will enjoy  musical entertainment, the atmosphere and 
comradeship.

All proceeds will benefit  the upkeep of this historic building.   We are a 
nonprofit  501 group and listed on the National Preservation for historic 
buildings.  Please come, enjoy  and relax  in this  beautiful setting by  the 
Susquehanna River.  We have limited seating SO-----make reservations. Please 
contact Gail Yurkovic at  717- 367-7857 or Elaine Jackson at  717 283-7740 or 
717 426-3794.

APPLE FALL FESTIVAL
Sunday - October 7, 2012

Kristkindtle Mart
Friday & Saturday - November 9 & 10, 2012

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL
2012

It was a beautiful June day, our faithful 
supporters and more came out and 
helped to make this year’s Festival a 
success.  We could not  have done this 

without YOU!
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Strawberry  Festival  Volunteers

Gina Mariani, Darl Williams, Louise Reichert, Kyle Shearer, Mike Sauble, 
Elaine Jackson, Ellen Rhoads, Tina & Dana Mark, Ken Beard, Heather 
Dunn, Kira Beard, The Boy Scouts,  Mike Sauble, Rachel Jackson, Ashley 
Gibble,  Aaron Horst, Kyle Shearer, Jean Moyer, Alesha Kerr, Carley 
Rosenberger,  Mandi Shearer,  Karen Garverich, Diane Meyers, Pat 
Greene, Debbie Bowen, Norma Bair,  Charles Jackson, Judy  Kay  Bard, 
Sally Williams, Ken Shaffer, Peggy  Shaffer,  Louise Marshall, Vada 
Clemens, Charlaine Gibble, Suzanne Taylor, Donna White, Lorraine 
Gangemi, and Sam Anderson.

I  am proud to announce that  my  whole family helped to make this a 
successful day.  My husband, Chuck,  drove me everywhere to get  the 
ice cream, strawberries, and other food items.  He also collected 
money  at  the festival.  My  granddaughter, Ashley  Gibble, and her 
fiancée, Aaron Horst, were there to help, and my  two daughters, 
Charlaine Gibble and Rachel Jackson and her boyfriend, Mike Sauble, 
served at the festival.  Thank you to my wonderful family. 

And to all the volunteers, you too are a big part  of my  family.  Thank 
you.  You can always be counted on to help us have a successful day.

Submitted by Elaine Jackson, Chairperson of Event
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Silent Auction Gift Certificates and 
Other Items

Elizabethtown- Twin Kiss
Elizabethtown- Curves: Membership 
for 1 month

Elizabethtown- Country Meadows
Mount Joy Diner
Mount Joy- Simplee Seafood
Mount Joy- Hennigans
Mount Joy- Turquoise & Treasures

Mount Joy- Watering Trough
Mount Joy- Mosby’s Pub
Bainbridge- Nissley’s Winery: 2 bottles 
of wine
Bainbridge- Wes Gerber - 2 hanging 

baskets
Elizabethtown- Brandt’s - wasp trap
Elizabethtown- B & G - Gift Certificate
Tom Hermansader- Haldeman 
Mansion ornament

Doris Sites- 2 sets of aloe vera plant, 
watering can, gloves & garden tools
Elaine Jackson- Haldeman Mansion 
hat, strawberry set with teapot, bowl, 
teacups, sugar bowl, creamer and 

small strawberry jug, strawberry tea, 
and tea towels
Sandy Miller- Birdhouse
Dawn Meyer- Baby blanket
Judy Kay Bard- Photo of Haldeman 

Mansion in frame
Sam Anderson- wooden flute
Donna White- Strawberry tea towel 
and apron

Gift Certificates to Purchase 
Supplies and Food and 

donations of Food

Gingrich’s- Ice
Uni-Mart – Ice
Sheetz’s- Ice 

Elizabethtown-Weis Market
Elizabethtown- Giant
Mount Joy- Weis Market
Mount Joy- Darrenkamps
Mount Joy- Country Store

Middletown-Shop Shopper
Turkey Hill- Ice Cream
Chicken corn soup- Ellen 
Rhodes & Judy Kay Bard
Strawberry Lemonade- Ellen 

Rhodes
Sauerkraut- Doris Sites
Shortcakes- Tina Mark
Cheesecakes- Gus’s 
Restaurant & Gail Yorkovic

Strawberry Cake & angel 
food cakes- Elaine Jackson
Ice cream toppers- Doris Sites
Onions- Tina Mark & Elaine 
Jackson

Condiments- Shelbie Dearolf
Sodas & Water- Doris Sites & 
Shelbie Dearolf
Cutting up the 9 flats of 
strawberries- Lorraine 

Gangemi
Mint tea- Elaine Jackson
Peanut Butter eggs- Norma 
Bair

Strawberry Festival Donations

Thank you for your donations and your help to make the 
Strawberry Festival a profitable day for the Mansion.
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This Place Matters
James Michener (1907-1997) would have understood. He wrote 
popular historical novels with titles such as … Alaska, Chesapeake 
and Texas. He would choose particular geographic locales and 
develop sweeping across-generations’ sagas. He would begin with 
the earliest known geological developments of the locales and 
then proceed to cover the lives of colorful inhabitants, some real, 
some fictional, telling stories based on historic events. 

He could have spun a grand saga about Locust Grove and its 
vicinity based uniquely on what really happened here. Fiction 
would not have been required to make such a book fascinating. 

The saga would begin over 200 million years ago when the river 
now  named the Susquehanna began to flow  across the ancient 
supercontinent of Pangaea. The saga would continue describing 
multiple glacial melt torrents from ice sheets to the north, with the 
last melt beginning about 18,000 years ago and raging for as 
much as 3,000 years.  These melts formed river terraces like those 
you can see to the south of the mansion.

Michener could have continued his saga recounting the separate 
stories of pre-historic Indian hunting parties; Shenks Ferry, 
Susquehannock and Conoy Indian villages; French and Scot-Irish 
fur traders, Indian treaty negotiations, Swiss Mennonite farmers and 
their religious fervor, pioneer ferrymen, war heroes, politicians and 
industrialists, all unfolding around inhabitants and places within a 
mile radius of Locust Grove!  

He could have told the stories of the Bazaillion, Brenneman, Engle, 
Galbraith, Haldeman, Hoffman, Smith and Wiley families who left 
their mark here.  The Haldeman Family in particular spanned 
generations at this locale.  They offer much to write about. Jacob, 
the Swiss immigrant, linked to the Revolutionary War through his 
serving on a local Committee of Safety, was a pioneer farmer. His 
son John, the Locust Grove patriarch settled here in 1785. He 
developed an industrial complex that was to make him a 
nationally respected businessman, politician and an international 
trader. John’s son Henry continued in his fathers footsteps and 

By Dale Good
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became an industrial leader in his own right. He was a pioneer in 
the iron business as the nation pressed westward on iron rails. Henry 
in turn fathered a large family, his oldest son Samuel, became an 
internationally known scientist, whose local funeral was attended 
by foreign Ambassadors.  Paris, another son, traveled by wagon 
train to the California gold fields to seek his fortune, and another 
son, Horace, went off to serve in the Mexican War and eventually 
settled in Texas and fought for the south in the Civil War. Yet 
another son, Cyrus, stayed behind, and served in the Northern 
Army, but a small part of his illustrious career.

Locust Grove is not the tip of the iceberg if you are looking for the 
most important place in the history of our nation. It is however, a 
solid part of the base. Its melting water --- its progeny and the 
achievements wrought here, from the earliest times, well into the 
20th century --- have spread across the land and helped to nurture, 
in a very thorough and exemplary way, the growth of our nation. 

Exploring Locust Grove and vicinity, starting with the Haldeman 
Mansion, its historic nucleus, is not unlike the opening of a time 
capsule that has recorded our nation’s history from its earliest 
beginnings:

… when you stand on the porch of the Haldeman Mansion, and 
take in the panoramic view, you can gaze south to a field, a river 
terrace, where stood an Indian village, you can imagine the men, 
women and children going about their daily lives; you can gaze 
west across the broad Susquehanna River and imagine the 
bygone 18th Century pole-driven ferry crossing with its passengers, 
imagine a 19th Century steam engine’s sharp whistle as it emerges 
out of the trees to the south with its trail of smoke and a  mule-
drawn barge moving slowly by in the canal; and then gaze to the 
north to the Conoy Creek where on both banks you can see the 
remains of what was a large industrial center spanning three 
centuries … a four-story grist and commercial mill, saw mill, 
distillery, farm and livestock operations. 

As you view  this panorama, you can visualize the historic breadth 
and depth of Locust Grove, you can experience a calmness of 
former times, and you realize time really is relative … it  slows down 
when you stand on the porch. You realize the mansion behind you 
is very relevant. You know, you just know, the Haldeman Mansion 
really does matter. It is an iconic symbol of our national heritage.
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On River Road (Route 441)  just  across from the Wickersham Road 
intersection and about  ½ mile before the cutoff for the Haldeman 
Mansion the Haldeman Family  Graveyard sits rather forlornly  surrounded 
by aging pine trees.  Its lovely iron gate was stolen several years ago, but 

so far its historic Haldeman family 
graves and gravestones remain 
undisturbed.  A small group of 
“Haldeman” cousins, most of whose 
parents are buried in the graveyard, 
are struggling to find a long term 
solution for this historic place.

This historic graveyard was originally 
established in 1828 by  a conveyance 
of about  1300 square feet (“81 
perches of land”) “ lying and being on 

John Haldeman’s old mansion farm in the Twp of Donegal, County  of 
Lancaster.”  It was to be for the use of the heirs of John B. Haldeman, 
Jacob M. Haldeman, Christian Haldeman, Harry  Haldeman, Peter 
Haldeman and Ann Owings (daughter of John Haldeman).  
Unfortunately  in 1934 Lancaster County  took the graveyard land for its 
transfer station and the graveyard was moved to its present  location.  A 
member of Grave Concerns, an organization which helps with cemetery 
preservation, was a youngster at the time of the relocation, but  said he 
was present for at  least  part  of the transfer process.  He recalled that 
there was a glass topped casket and 
a casket  that  was empty  except for 
some dirt from Cuba.  Many  of the 
oldest graves only  had stones 
remaining and these were transferred 
and embedded in the stone wall 
which surrounds the graveyard.  The 
transfer in 1934 was overseen by 
d e s c e n d a n t s o f J a c o b M i l l e r 
Haldeman, being Jacob Mi l ler 
Haldeman O’Connor and D. Bailey 
B r a n d t , h u s b a n d o f C a r o l i n e 
Haldeman Bigler Brandt, our grandparents.

The graveyard’s maintenance was to have been insured by  a trust 
established in 1858 by  the will of Jacob Miller Haldeman (1781-1857) with 

Haldeman Family Graveyard
(John Haldeman 1753-1832 - Descendants)
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a very  generous, for the time, grant of $1,000.00.  This was designed to 
preserve the family  graveyard for 
J o h n H a l d e m a n a n d h i s 
descendants.  Over the years the 
trust  had been administered by order 
of the Court  of Common Pleas of 
Lancaster County  by  the Lancaster 
Trust Company.  When it dissolved in 
1 9 3 2 E l i z a b e t h H a l d e m a n 
Longenecker petitioned that  the 
Fulton Bank be substituted as trustee.  
The trust  continued in this manner for 
the last decades without  much 

success in terms of investment 
strategies and recently  has been passed along through the Fulton Bank 
successors to Clermont  Wealth Strategies.   They  are continuing the 
depletion of the trust’s  remaining funds with payouts for minimal upkeep 
and substantial administration costs.   Clermont Wealth no longer wants 
the trust  and we have been trying for several years to find an alternative 
long term solution for the preservation of the graveyard.

There are still some funds remaining in the trust  and our cousins’ group 
had hoped that  the HMPS might be interested in the cemetery  trust and 
take over the graveyard upkeep which would be paid from the trust 
funds.  Apparently the graveyard was originally  on the mansion 
property, and while most of us 
would love to see it  moved back 
as an historic adjunct to the 
mansion, we doubt there are 
sufficient funds to accomplish this.  
However, we would very much 
appreciate HMPS’ consideration 
of a proposal to replace Clermont 
Wealth as trust  administrator which 
would involve arranging for 
graveyard upkeep (grass cutting, 
occasional tree re-planting, some 
stone pointing when necessary) as 
long as the funds remain.

Heather Haldeman O’Connor
Robin Haldeman O’Connor Morris
Margaret Crommellin Brandt
Arthur Haldeman Bigler Brandt
Linda Brandt Shelbourne
Caroline Bigler Playter

Pictured left to right:  Heather 
Haldeman O’Connor, Caroline 

Bigler Playter, Elaine Jackson and 
Margaret Crommellin Brandt
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A PROFOUND SCHOLAR DEAD

New Zealand Tablet, Rōrahi VII, Putanga 398, 26 Whiringa-ā-rangi 
1880, Page 7

Samuel Haldeman's obituary appeared in a New Zealand 
Newspaper - half way around the world!  Submitted by Sally 
Williams who found this during an internet search.
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Locust Grove & Philadelphia Society

John Haldeman (1753-1832) was a member of the 
"Bingham Court".  This, according to the "History of 

Dauphin County" (GENEALOGICAL MEMOIRS; Volume 
III; Luther Reily Kelker; The Lewis Publishing Company, 

New York and Chicago, 907, Page 4--6.)

It appears this "Court" refers to an European-style court 
society  established by a Philadelphia socialite Anne 
B i n g h a m . A t t h e f o l l o w i n g w e b s i t e : h t t p : / /
www.librarycompany.org/women/republicancourt/
bingham_anne.htm, we can read the following ...

"Upon returning to America, Anne Bingham attempted to 
introduce a European-style court society in Philadelphia by 
hosting regular social gatherings.  Accordingly, the 
Binghams built one of the largest and most elegant homes 
in the country, Mansion House, which was fashioned after 
the London residence of the third Duke of Manchester.  
Located at the corner of Third and Spruce streets, this 
residence quickly became the heart of Philadelphia’s 
social gatherings as Anne Bingham gathered together 
fashionable Philadelphians and members of the new 
government.  The Binghams’ parties had the reputation for 
their unprecedented extravagance and in a short period 
of time Anne Bingham became known throughout the 
States as “unquestionably at the head of American 
society.”

Perhaps to emulate the Parisian salons, she often invited 
members of the Federalist Party to meet at the Mansion 
House, which became an informal center of discussion 
and debate for men such as George Washington, John 
Jay, and Alexander Hamilton.  Thanks to her efforts, 
members of Philadelphia society mingled on a regular 
basis, which gave Mrs. Bingham the opportunity to display 
her worldliness, style, and intellect."

Article Submitted by Dale Good, Vice President

http://www.librarycompany.org/women/republicancourt/bingham_anne.htm
http://www.librarycompany.org/women/republicancourt/bingham_anne.htm
http://www.librarycompany.org/women/republicancourt/bingham_anne.htm
http://www.librarycompany.org/women/republicancourt/bingham_anne.htm
http://www.librarycompany.org/women/republicancourt/bingham_anne.htm
http://www.librarycompany.org/women/republicancourt/bingham_anne.htm
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A look back in time......

You may not  have been a member of the HMPS at  its inception in 1967.  

Featured here are photos, from the archives, showing the mansion around 
the time the HMPS was formed.  The two story bay  window  on the north 

side of the Mansion was severely 
deteriorated as was the oriel 
window  on the second floor on 
the south side.  These windows 
were both removed.  The 
concrete blocks,  that are visible 
inside and stone on the outside 
were expertly  installed.  Today, 
looking at the Mansion, you 
would not know  these windows 
are missing.  As you can see we 

have come a long way  since 1967, but we still have a long way to go.  
With your help, the day will come 
when the Haldeman Mansion has 
been fully restored to its former glory!

YOUR SUPPORT IS GREATLY 
APPRECIATED!
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Remember
the Roof!

We are still 
accepting much 

needed donations 
to complete the 
restoration of the 

roof on the 
Mansion.

These photos show the 
temporary roof that was put 

in place in early 2011 to 
prevent further deterioration 

of the wood shakes.

The roof fund has grown 
however, more donations 

are needed in order to put a 
new roof on the entire 

Mansion.

PLEASE HELP IF YOU CAN

YOU MAY USE THE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION (ON PAGE 15) TO SEND A 
SPECIAL DONATION FOR THE ROOF FUND

An
EASY way to support HMPS!

Click on this link: 
www.goodsearch.com

to sign up!

Use Good Shopper 
all purchases. Every 

time you buy, the 
HMPS gets a 

donation!

Every time you use 
Good Search as 

your Search Engine 
the HMPS gets a 

penny!

http://www.goodsearch.com
http://www.goodsearch.com
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HALDEMAN MANSION PRESERVATION SOCIETY, INC.

2012 - 2013

OFFICERS

President    Elaine Jackson  717.426.3794

elainekjackson@comcast.net

Vice President   Dale Good  717.426.2099

dale_good@hotmail.com

Corresponding Secretary                      Keith Shearer                              717.419.0208

keithshearer@rocketmail.com 

Recording Secretary   Tina Mark  717.426.2166

conoyindian3@yahoo.com

Treasurer    Norma J. Bair  717.292.6463

mzgriz@earthlink.net

DIRECTORS

Kenneth Beard          kenbeard17502@yahoo.com       717.637.0248

William Hess                                                                         717.367.5266

Kyle Shearer                                                                         717.419.0207

James Stauffer             jimimi82@comcast.net               717.569.2155

WEBSITE

Note the change in the website address.

www.haldeman-mansion.org

Webmaster - Samuel Anderson

webmaster@haldeman-mansion.org

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Julie Kemper-Kunkle                  717.848.3461

hmpsnewsletter@gmail.com

mailto:elainekjackson@comcast.net
mailto:elainekjackson@comcast.net
mailto:dale_good@hotmail.com
mailto:dale_good@hotmail.com
mailto:keithshearer@rocketmail.com
mailto:keithshearer@rocketmail.com
mailto:conoyindian3@yahoo.com
mailto:conoyindian3@yahoo.com
mailto:mzgriz@earthlink.net
mailto:mzgriz@earthlink.net
mailto:kenbeard17502@yahoo.com
mailto:kenbeard17502@yahoo.com
mailto:jimimi82@comcast.nett
mailto:jimimi82@comcast.nett
http://www.haldeman-mansion.org
http://www.haldeman-mansion.org
mailto:webmaster@haldeman-mansion.org
mailto:webmaster@haldeman-mansion.org
mailto:hmpsnewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:hmpsnewsletter@gmail.com
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NEW or RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2012

Name______________________________________________ Circle Your Amount
              Contributing $   15
Address_____________________________________________Family           $   25
              Supporting    $   30
 ____________________________________________ Sustaining     $   50
              Benefactor   $  100
Telephone__________________________________________ Patron           $  500
              Corporate   $1,000
Email_______________________________________________ Roof Fund________

Roofing Donation (HONOR or MEMORY) of:______________________$_______

Donations made to the Haldeman Mansion Preservation Society, 
Inc. are tax deductible under section 501 C (3) of the Internal 
Revenue Service. The official registration and financial information 
of the Haldeman Mansion Preservation Society, Inc. may be 
obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll 
free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not 
imply endorsement.

RETURN WITH YOUR CHECK TO:
HMPS

PO BOX 417
BAINBRIDGE PA   17502

Volunteers are the life blood of this organization and we need all who can 
help in maintaining and restoring this beautiful property full of history.  
Please express your area of interest.

I am willing to:

Serve on an event committee_____________Help at events________________

Donate food items for events______________Help paint____________________

Carpentry Repairs____ Do other repairs____Help with cleaning inside______

Clean up yard ( Pick up sticks,etc.)____Help edit or write for newsletter____

Do research & help do exhibits _________Help write grant requests ________

Serve as Volunteer contact (call volunteers to schedule hours) ___________

IF YOU GET THE NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL
PRINT THIS PAGE TO PAY YOUR DUES or MAKE A DONATION TO ROOF FUND
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