
                                                                    

“People coming together to be The Church, 

not just attend one.” 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive  

church, welcoming all who seek God. 

  

69 Griswold Street  Hillsdale, Michigan 

517-437-2647  tlchillsdale.org 

 

Fifteenth  Sunday after Pentecost       September 18, 2022 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Service of the Word 

9:30 a.m. Worship 
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Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship 

and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we 

welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry 

among us.  Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin. 
 

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith 

through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving 

relationships, to ALL people. 
 

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity 

Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the 

global community. 
 

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the 

forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution. 

Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward 

with their families to receive a blessing. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever 

required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This 

is in accordance with Lutheran teaching: 

Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the 

Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established 

and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice 

was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to 

need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy 

Communion…pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a 

variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly 

celebration of the sacrament. 

Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The 

members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than 

occasional part of their lives.    

(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35) 

 

COMMEMORATIONS 

Dag Hammarskjöld, renewer of society, died 1961 

A Swedish diplomat, Hammarskjöld served as the second Secretary General of the United 

Nations until his death in a plane crash while trying to negotiate peace in present-day Zambia. His 

journal, published as Markings, revealed the depth of his Christian faith 

 

 



3 

Sunday, September 18, 2022 
 

INTRODUCTION 

As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather than owners) of all that 

we have, it is crucial to recognize that we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself human,  

. . . gave himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of God we have nothing—we are 

nothing. By God’s gracious favor we have everything we need. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

 

P  Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

 whose steadfast love endures forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 Silence for reflection and self-examination. (kneel/sit) 

 

P Merciful God, 

C we confess that we have not followed your path 

 but have chosen our own way. 

 Instead of putting others before ourselves, 

 we long to take the best seats at the table. 

 When met by those in need, 

 we have too often passed by on the other side. 

 Set us again on the path of life. 

 Save us from ourselves 

 and free us to love our neighbors. 

 Amen. 
 

P Hear the good news! 

 God does not deal with us according to our sins 

 but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

 In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

 You are free to love as God loves. 
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GATHERING HYMN                         ELW #710                    Let Streams of Living Justice   
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GREETING 

P God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our 

 feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed 

 in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C And also with you 
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Kyrie
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

 O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us 

 the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior 

 and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Sit 

A A reading from Amos 
  

FIRST READING                                             Amos 8:4-7 
Amos was called by God to prophesy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Peace and prosperity in 

Israel led to corrupt business practices and oppression of the poor. The prophet declares that 

God will not tolerate such a situation. 

 

 4Hear this, you that trample on the needy, 

  and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 

 5saying, “When will the new moon be over 

  so that we may sell grain; 

 and the sabbath, 

  so that we may offer wheat for sale? 

 We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, 

  and practice deceit with false balances, 

 6buying the poor for silver 

  and the needy for a pair of sandals, 

  and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 

 7The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 

 Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 

 

A Word of God, Word of life.   

C  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                                                                       Psalm 113 

The LORD lifts up the poor from the ashes. (Ps. 113:7) 

 

 1Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD; 

  praise the name of the LORD. 

 2Let the name of the LORD be blessed, 

  from this time forth forevermore. 
 3From the rising of the sun to its going down 

  let the name of the LORD be praised. 

 4The LORD is high above all nations; 

  God’s glory above the heavens.  
 5Who is like the LORD our God, 

  who sits enthroned on high, 

 6but stoops to behold 

  the heavens and the earth? 
 7The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust 

  and lifts up the poor from the ashes, 

 8enthroning them with the rulers, 

  with the rulers of the people. 
 9The LORD makes the woman of a childless house 

  to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!  

   

A A reading from 1 Timothy 

 

SECOND READING                                                                       1 Timothy 2:1-7 

The pastoral epistles offer insight into how early Christians understood many practical matters, 

such as church administration and worship. The church’s focused prayer for others is an 

expression of the single-minded passion God has toward us in Jesus. 

 
1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for 

everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 

life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 
4who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For  

 there is one God; 

  there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 

 Christ Jesus, himself human, 

  6who gave himself a ransom for all 

—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling 

the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 

A Word of God, Word of life. 

C Thanks be to God.   
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Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 

P           The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 16th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL                         Luke 16:1-13 

Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his employer and then is 

commended by him for having acted so shrewdly. Jesus wonders why his own followers are less 

creative and diligent in their stewardship given that they are managers of a far more valuable 

household. 

 
1Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were 

brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to 

him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because 

you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now 

that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am 

ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may 

welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the 

first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said 

to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how 

much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill 

and make it eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted 

shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than 

are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest 

wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 

 10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a 

very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest 

wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what 

belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a 

slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. 

You cannot serve God and wealth.” 
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P  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sit 

SERMON 

 

Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY                               ELW #793                      Be Thou My Vision  

 



12 

APOSTLES CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,   

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

A As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our 

 prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany those preparing for 

 baptism or affirmation of baptism. Enlighten preachers, teachers, seminarians, and all 

 those who share your good news with the world. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of your creation. 

 Show us how best to care for the earth and its resources, and guide those who work to 

 develop sustainable practices. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders wisdom and compassion 

 so that all may live in peace. Inspire public servants to follow the example of courageous 

 leaders (especially Dag Hammarskjöld) and safeguard the dignity of each person. God of 

 grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe justice into economic 

 and social systems that perpetuate poverty and hunger. Sustain food ministries, clothing 

 banks, and emergency shelters (local outreach may be named). God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance. Instruct us in the 

 proper and faithful use of wealth and resources, that we share generously. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us thankful for the witness 

 of those who have gone before us (especially), and bring us with them to the heavenly 

 feast that has no end. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer 

 these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

Please do not leave your pew, pass the peace to those in your family group as you wish but to 

others by waves or other hand signs 
 

Sit 

OFFERING                                          Third Sunday: Marifiki Children’s Fund 
Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries. 

Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a regular gift 

to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our special 

project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering buckets. 

The  plate will be presented to the altar by the ushers at this time 
 

OFFERING HYMN              ELW #184                        Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

A God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your 

 goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of 

 all, in the name of Jesus. 

C Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

P It is indeed right our duty and our joy, …we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 
 

SANCTUS
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+EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER  

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.  Amen 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

The presiding minister and the assisting ministers receive the bread and wine and then give them 

to those who come to receive. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to 

each communicant: 

 The body of Christ, given for you. 

 The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

The communicant may say "Amen." 
 

Follow the usher’s instructions to approach the altar. Communion will be by individual cup, the 

communicant stands before the Pastor to receive the bread, then Assisting Minister will hand you 

the cup the cup of wine. Gluten-free communion wafers are available upon request.  Simply tell 

the pastor at the time of communion.   If you are unable to consume alcohol, please inform the 

assisting minister when it is your turn to receive the wine, and you will be given a wine substitute. 

There is a basket for the used cups 
 

SILENT MEDITATION 
While others are receiving communion you are invited to reflect on the readings, the sermon and the music of 
the day.  
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Stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your 

 mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to 

 know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

P  The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, 

 and show you the path of life this day and always. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                                        ELW #669                       Rise Up, O Saints of God! 

  
 

DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace, with Christ beside you.   

C Thanks be to God 
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SERVING AT TRINITY 

 

Ministers: Every member of the congregation 

Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas  

Parish Secretary: Chris McNamara 

Council President: Terry Vear 

Vice-President: Suzanne Sponsler 

Treasurer: Chris McNamara 

Secretary: Sandra Dufur 

Council Members:  Warren Bartels, Johncie Langston, Joe Painter, Gene Stockford-Shively, and 

Patti Weber  

 

SERVING TODAY: 

Guest Pastor: Rev. Roseanne Anderson 

Assisting Minister: Warren Bartels  

Ushers: Diane Draper and Sandra Dufur 

Coffee Hour: Chris & Robin     Next week: Susan Miller 

 
 

 

ADDITIONAL SERVICES 

Altar Guild: Amy Otterbein 

Offering Counters: Amy Otterbein and Phyllis Klingler 

Videographer: Gene Stockford-Shively 

 

FLOWERS – The flowers on the altar today are given by Cathy Shively in memory of Shawn.  

 

 

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission  

under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


