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Dear Kelloggsville Rocket Band Students and Parents,

	Welcome to the Kelloggsville Middle School band program. It is with great pride and enthusiasm that we introduce the program to you! This handbook will be beneficial in explaining all of our procedures/policies that will be used throughout the coming year.

	Traditions of excellence are created and maintained by well-disciplined and highly motivated band students and teachers. We firmly believe that we must work together to foster the positive attitude necessary to continue this tradition. The management plan included will help provide your child with the positive learning environment necessary to develop his or her full potential.

	After reading the handbook, please sign the Statement of Understanding found at the end. This form along with the permission slip and Band Roster Information form need to be turned in to Mrs. VanderMeulen or Mr. Anderson by Friday, September 7th. Please make sure that you read the Concert Attendance policy and you mark your calendar with all of the concert and performance dates.

We hope this information will answer any questions you may have so that your 2012-2013 band experience is a successful one. This promises to be an exciting and eventful new year and we look forward to joining with you to make the Kelloggsville band one of the very best!


Mr. Anderson & Mrs. VanderMeulen







Statement of Philosophy

A well-rounded education is enhanced by one of the most basic of all studies…the study of music. Music develops self-confidence. Music gives each student a feeling of pride and accomplishment. Playing in band teaches students the importance of working with others and helps them develop the social skills necessary to be part of any organization or team. Band instills values: responsibility, commitment, cooperation, and compassion to name a few. Not all band students become great musicians or major in music, but certainly all become more mature, cooperative, self-disciplined, hard working, well-rounded members of society with an appreciation of the arts. Music is a subject that affects all sides of a student’s development.

Music is a science…
	It is exact, specific; and it demands exact acoustics. A conductor’s score is a graph which indicates frequencies, intensities, volume changes, melody, harmony and all at once with the most exact control of time.

Music is Mathematical…
	It is rhythmical based on subdivisions of time into fractions, which must be done instantaneously, not worked out on paper or with a calculator.

Music is a Foreign Language…
	Most of the terms are in Italian, German, or French; and the notation is certainly not English – but a highly developed kind of shorthand that uses symbols to represent ideas. The semantics of music is the most universal language.

Music is History…
	Music usually reflects the environment and times of its creation.

Music is Physical Education…
	It requires fantastic coordination of fingers, hands, arms, lips, cheeks, and facial muscles, in addition to extraordinary control of the diaphragm, back, stomach, and chest muscles which respond instantly to what the eyes see, the ears hear and the mind interprets.

Music is all of these things, but most of all music is art…
	It takes all of these components and combines them to create an emotional response. This is why music is unique and this is why we teach music!
Classroom Management Plan

Classroom Rules
1. Follow directions the first time they are given.
2. Respect yourself, others and property.
3. Use appropriate school language.
4. No chewing gum, food, or drinks in the band room. (Water is OK)
5. Do not leave the room or your seat without permission.

Cubby Room Rules
1. Do not open anybody else’s cubby.
2. Keep your cubby locked at all times.
3. No Loitering.
4. Only instruments, music and pencils should be stored in the cubbies.
5. Keep the room neat and free of trash.

Classroom Procedures
1. Enter the band room quietly and in an orderly manner.
2. Get your instrument and find your seat immediately after entering the room.
3. Students will have the following materials at every rehearsal:
-Instrument
-Pencil
-Music folders (with all music, books, and practice records)
4. When class is over, quietly remain in your seat and wait for permission to pack up and leave the room.
5. No Talking while the directors are on the podium or giving directions.
6. Only percussionists are allowed to touch and play the percussion equipment.

Corrective Actions
If students are not following the rules and procedures of the band room the following actions will take place:

1st Time		Verbal Warning
2nd Time	Stay 1 minute after class
3rd Time	10 minutes away from the class
4th Time	Call parents 
5th Time	Write-up based on the KMS discipline plan
Severe Clause	Immediate removal from the classroom and discipline based on the KMS discipline policy
Equipment and Supplies Information

Lockers and Locks
All students will be issued a band locker. Students are required provide a combination lock in order to use their locker. The student must also provide the combination to the directors in case the student forgets their combination. Lockers are to only be used to store band items, such as, their instrument and music. Instruments must be properly closed in their cases before being put into the locker. Students are also responsible for keeping the band locker room neat and tidy. Please pick after your self and throw all trash in a trashcan.

Percussion Equipment
The band program provides many of the percussion instruments for the students to use during the school year. In order to keep these instruments in good playing condition, it is the responsibility of the percussion students to put away all of the small instruments and mallets at the end of each rehearsal. It is also their responsibility to clean up the percussion area at the end of each rehearsal. Students are only allowed to play those instruments that are assigned to them. 

Stands and Chairs
The band program provides chairs and stands for the students to use during daily rehearsals. It is the responsibility of all of the band students to make sure they stay in good condition. Students are to keep chairs on all four legs to prevent bending of the legs and possible injury to the student if the chair tips over. Students are to keep the stands on all three legs and they are not to lean on them or mark them in any way.

School Owned Instruments
The school provides all large instruments and some of the small ones to families in need. All instruments are repaired during the summer and given to the students in good playing condition. It is the students’ responsibility to keep those instruments in good playing condition throughout the year. Students must store the instruments properly in their cases whenever they are not being played. If the instrument is damaged or broken beyond normal playing wear the student is responsible to pay for the replacement or repairs necessary to put it back into good playing condition. Students and parents will need to sign an instrument contract and return it to the directors before they are allowed to take the instrument home.

Music and Supplies
Students must purchase the necessary materials and supplies for each grade level of band. Students will be provided with a material list. Students will be given any sheet music used throughout the year. If a student looses their music it will cost 25¢ per page to replace the first time and will increase each additional time. Students may write on the music with a pencil only. The students will also be provided with a music folder to keep their sheet music, practice records, method books, and any other handouts in. 

Certain instruments require different supplies. All of these supplies can be purchased from Meyer Music and delivered to the school on Thursday’s. We also carry a few items on hand that can be purchased from the school. These items are reeds and valve oil.

Reeds for the Clarinet and Saxophone can be purchased individually from the school for the following prices:
	Clarinet	$2.00
	Alto Sax	$2.50
	Tenor Sax	$3.00
Reeds can be purchased before/after school or before/after class. Reeds can also be purchased in a box of 10 from Meyer Music. Students should keep at least two good playing reed in their cases at all times.

Students that need valve oil can purchase that from the school for $1.50 or from Meyer Music. Please make sure that your student has all of the required supplies in their cases at all times. If your student will be purchasing an item from the school be sure to send the money with them. Items will not be given out until we have the money.

Meyer Music Contact Information:
2855 Lake Eastbrook Blvd
Grand Rapids
616-975-1122
www.meyer-music.com






Grading Policy

Daily Points/Participation						10pts/Day
Students will receive 10 points per day and points will be deducted for not having all of the required material, inappropriate behavior, and being tardy to class or their seat.

Homework/Quizzes/Tests						Varies
Students will be given weekly homework sheets. These sheets will be distributed every Monday and will let you and the student know what they need to be practicing and working on every day. It will also include what they will need to prepare for there playing test. Playing tests will be heard every Monday during class. Students will also receive a weekly theory sheet on the back of the homework sheet. Students will have an entire week to finish the assignment and it will be due the following Monday for a grade. There may also be some other small assessments given to check the understanding of a new concept.

Practice Cards							100pts/Week
Students will be responsible for practicing at least 20 minutes per day. Students will be given practice records where they will record the amount of time that they practice each day. These must be signed by a parent and turned in every Wednesday. In order to receive credit for the practice record it must be signed by a parent/guardian. If a student is absent they should get their assignment from a classmate. 

Concerts/Performances						100pts/perf


Practice Card Information

Your practice card is designed to help you establish an organized routine for daily practice. A practice card is not needed to be able to tell whether you have practiced or not. How you improve from day to day and week-to-week reveals that fact. Honesty is the best policy concerning practice time. It is helpful for parents to be involved in the student’s practice and progress. Your encouragement and support is important for their success!
1. Write down the total number of minutes, per week (Round off daily times to the nearest 5 min.)
2. A parent must sign the card AFTER the week of practice.
3. Turn in your card every Wednesday. If absent turn it in the first day back to school.
4. Practice cards may be turned in up to one day late for a deduction of 30 practice minutes. Practice cards will not be accepted after Thursday or one day after returning to school from an absence.
5. NO MORE THAN ONE HOUR per day should be practiced in fulfilling this requirement. The intent of this record is to establish a DAILY routine.
6. Students can earn 5 points of extra credit each week by listening to 20 minutes of classical music per week in addition to their regular practice time.

	Points Earned
	Minutes Practiced

	105
	More than 140 Min.

	100
	121-140 Minutes

	95
	101-120 Minutes

	80
	81-100 Minutes

	70
	61-80 Minutes

	60
	41-60 Minutes

	50
	0-40 Minutes

	0
	No Parent Signature



*A Parent’s Signature is required in order to receive credit. Falsified entries/signatures will result in a failure for the marking period and a parent conference.
*Please TOTAL your practice time and enter the grade using the rubric at the bottom of the practice card before turning it in. A band Director will sign that they have recorded the grade and make any comments for the week off to the side. If you see a practice card that has not been initialed by a director, then it was NOT received.
*Please do not sign for practicing not done.

Practice Guidelines for Parents
Your child’s success in band will depend a great deal on what is achieved during daily home practice sessions. Learning takes place in school, but proficiency is gained at home. You can use the following guidelines to help your youngster at home.
TIME SCHEDULE
Twenty minutes a day is the minimum amount of practice time recommended for the average student. Practicing at the same time every day is good, but some flexibility should be built into this schedule. Don’t bring the world to a halt at 6:30 every evening because it is practice time – kids need time for fun and relaxation just as adults do. If the situation merits, reschedule the practice session to an earlier or later time.
ENVIRONMENT
Practicing should be done in an area that is free of distractions away from the TV, radio, stereo, and family traffic. Good lighting, a straight-backed chair, small mirror, metronome, and a music stand are definite assets. Reed players should have a few reeds available during the practice session.
ENCOURAGEMENT
Spend some time listening to your youngster practice. Offer constructive criticisms. You do not need to be a former band member or musician to be able to hear improvement. Encourage them to play assignments and tests for you. Each time the student plays for a friend or relative, it helps them to feel more comfortable with a performance or competitive event.
IS YOUR CHILD PROGRESSING?
For the beginning band student, the field of instrumental music is new for your child. He/She is learning to use facial and finger muscles in a different way and their breathing apparatus for a different purpose. There is a new language of symbols (notes) that require the use of their mind and body to translate into musical sounds. All of this takes time! Even parents who have had former instrumental experience have probably forgotten the struggle of producing those first few notes and songs.
Parents can evaluate practice sessions by asking:
1. What is your assignment for today?
2. Am I hearing the same daily warm up each day? It is important to play the same daily warm up and drill before beginning the assigned material.
3. Am I hearing music that they can already play, or am I hearing attempts at new material?
4. Is the tone quality becoming more characteristic of the instrument, or is the tone harsh, unmusical, and unpleasant?
5. Does the familiar tune or exercise move along steadily with some sort of fluent rhythm, or is it halting and jerky with no steady rhythm?
Learning how to practice is an important part of playing an instrument!

Practice Guidelines for Students
IT’S HOW YOU PRACTICE THAT COUNTS
Incorrect habits are sometimes more easily developed than correct habits, and a habit is hard to change so THINK when you practice. Avoid simply going through the motions! Remember, the playing of your instrument comes through development of coordination, just like any athlete. Patience is a virtue for the ambitious player.
1. Warm up correctly. Each instrument should have a separate warm up for home practice that differs from the band warm up. Use a mirror and concentrate on tone quality and embouchure during long tone warm ups.
2. Set a goal for the practice session. Don’t try to do too much at one sitting.
3. Isolate a problem or a section in a piece of music. It may be a rhythm, a measure, or a line of music. Repeat it over and over many times – just like shooting free throws for basketball. Practice it slowly at first, and then gradually build up the speed using a metronome. Before you finish the practice session, play the difficult measures with the rest of the line or exercise.
4. Correctly played repetition of a problem area reinforces muscle and metal memory.
5. In difficult technical passages, change the rhythm in the practice session to develop even, accurate, and fluid technique.
6. Practice involves learning and reinforcing areas that are difficult for students. Practice, therefore, is not always fun because you must play music that you have not yet mastered. Try to end each practice session with something that is fun to play and that has already been mastered!
7. Structure your practice t=session to get the most benefit out of your time!

EXAMPLE OF A STRUCTURED PRACTICE SESSION
	MATERIAL PRACTICED
	TIME (minutes)
	GOAL

	Warm up and daily drill: (long tones, scales, lip slurs)

	5 – 10
	Fundamentals: tone, breath control, embouchure, technique, tonguing, ect.

	New Materials and assignments
	10 - 15
	Develop new technique, increase range, expand capability of student


	Previous and continuing material

	10 – 15
	Improvement of finger dexterity, tonguing, tone, musicianship, ect.

	Personal music choices
	5 – 10
	Enjoyment!


The practice session will vary depending on assignments and time constraints. The more consistent you are with practice time, structure, and climate, the better your results will be. Efficient use of time is important in your busy schedule.
Concert Attendance Policy

 A band is a performing musical organization. It is through performance and preparation for performance that a great deal of learning occurs. We want our students to understand the important role they play in the overall outcome of a performance. The musicians in a band count on each other to play confidently and to perform to the best of their ability. The whole team is affected when any one musician is missing! We want to teach our students dedication, responsibility, and integrity – a sense of commitment to a group!

Attendance is required at all performances. Please mark your calendar with all of the dates. Absences will be excused for the following reasons:
	-Death in the family
	-Medical emergency
	-Religious holiday
	-Excused school absence
In the case of emergencies, the parents must notify the directors immediately by calling or writing. If a student is out of school the day of a performance, without earlier notification, the directors must be notified with a phone call and informed of the absence (it is not the responsibility of the attendance office to pass along the message). Students must schedule an appointment with the directors within two weeks of the missed performance to play all of the music from the concert. This will make up the student’s grade for the missed performance. Provided all of the proper procedures are followed, there will be no lowering of the grade.

We ask that for non-emergency cases that the directors be notified at least three weeks in advance of the performance. Students will then need to schedule an appointment with the directors to play the all of concert music. This will make up the student’s grade for the missed performance. Provided all of the proper procedures are followed, there will be no lowering of the grade.

Unexcused absences from a performance (anything not excused by the school) will result in an automatic reduction of the student’s grade. If a student receives two unexcused absences from a performance it may result in a dismissal from the band program.

Any other circumstances that come up during the year will be dealt with on an individual basis. However, please remember that all students are vital to the success of the band and the earlier the directors receive notification of a conflict, the better we are able o work it out!

Points can be deducted for the following reasons at the performance:
	-Tardy
	-Improper uniform
	-Disruptive or Disrespectful
	-Music is not prepared
	-No instrument or music


Chair Tests (7th & 8th Grade Only)
Chair tests will be given periodically and will consist of playing assignments from the method books or concert music. These playing tests will take place during band class. 

Challenges (8th Grade Only)
Students may challenge the next person up in their section at any time except one week prior to a concert. If a student loses a challenge, he/she must wait one week to re-challenge. The challenger fills out the challenge form with the date and the material to be played. The challengee fills in the scale to be performed. Both students sign the form indicating they are aware of the challenge, and it is then turned into the directors. The challenge will take place the next day.

Extra Credit
Students can earn 25 extra credit points by attending concerts. Students can attend events such as choir concerts for our school or other schools, band concerts for other schools, Grand Rapids Symphonic Band concerts, or Grand Rapids Symphony concerts. These are just a few examples of the appropriate types of concert that students can attend to earn some extra credit in band. In order to receive the credit students will need to turn in a program from the concert with their name on it and a parent’s signature.

Power School
All grading information is available on PowerSchool. If you go to the school website (www.kvilleps.org) you will be able to create an account in PowerSchool and keep an eye on your student’s current grades in all of their classes. Their band grades will be updated every week.


Uniform Policy

All KMS students will be assigned a KMS band sweater. The sweaters are provided by the school and will be checked in and out at each performance. If a sweater is damaged, the student must purchase a replacement.

Uniformity is essential in our performing ensembles. It adds professionalism and dignity to our group. The dress code for performances will be strictly enforced. Please contact the directors if you have any questions or if you are unable to provide the necessary items for the uniform.

The following items are to be provided by the parents:
	-Shirt – A t-shirt any color. Absolutely NO tank tops are allowed under the sweaters.
	-Pants –Solid black dress pants – NO jeans. Preferably no skirts, but if a skirt is necessary, it must hit below the knees when you are seated.
	-Socks – Solid Black socks only (with skirts – black tights).
	-Shoes – Solid Black dress shoes – NO tennis shoes.

If the student is not in proper uniform at the performance points will be deducted from their grade.

Exiting Policy

Band is a yearlong commitment. Students will not be able to change their classes in the middle of the year. Students will have the opportunity to exit band at the end of the school year. If a student has lost interest and would like to exit band they will need to see a director for an exit slip. This slip will need to be filled out completely and turned into the directors before the end of the school year. These slips will be available to the students in May. The directors will then notify the office and the student will not be scheduled for band the following year. Again, students must remain in the class for the entire year.

Communication

[bookmark: _GoBack]In order to have a successful program good communication between parents and teachers is essential. The best source of information is the band website: www.kelloggsvilleband.webs.com and through e-mail. This website is updated frequently and will always have detailed information as to upcoming events, calendars, concert info, handouts, practice cards, and booster info. Please check this website often for any announcements and information. We want to be available to answer and questions you have about band, band events, and/or your child’s musical progress. If you have any questions please contact us through the website, e-mail or by phone.

Parent Expectations

Parents are a very big asset in the growth and development of their students performing abilities. To help with this development parents need to encourage their student to practice regularly and they need to provide a quality place for practicing to occur. Parents should also encourage their band student to perform in front of family and friends. Parents also need to support their students by attending all of their performances, and they can also attend concerts outside of school with their students. If students attend concerts outside of KPS they can receive extra credit by bringing in a program to the directors. Parents can also help support the band program by volunteering to help with the band boosters or attending meetings. Band is a great opportunity for your student and your support and encouragement will help them grow into outstanding musicians!

Band Boosters

The Band Boosters are a vital part of the band program. Throughout the school year they will organize fundraisers and events that you and your student can participate in. If you are interested in attending a meeting to see how you can help or to give some suggestions, they meet the second Monday of the month in the High School band room. The meetings last only about an hour. They would greatly appreciate your support and time. If at any time throughout the year you have any questions concerning a band booster event or you would like to find out how you can help with your time and support, you can contact the following members.

Marie Groters - President
616-560-8487
mgrotersmk@yahoo.com

Dan & Amy Williams – Treasurer
kpsbandtreasurer@comcast.net

Performance Calendar

All performances are required unless they state that they are optional. Some of the performances have times that will vary depending on when we are scheduled to perform. As soon as we know the time or date we will send information home with your students. Also, for all of the events students will be required to be at the school earlier than the start time of the event so we can all get prepared for the performance.


Date				Event							Time
September 7			Statement of Understanding
				& Permission Slips Due			

October 5			Homecoming Parade (8th Grade)			TBD

October 12			Mass Band (7th & 8th Grade)			6:30

November 19			8th Grade Parent Meeting (8th Grade)		6:00

December 4			Holiday Concert (6th, 7th, & 8th Grade)		7:00

February 13			Pre-Festival Concert (7th & 8th Grade)		7:00

Feb. 26, 27 or 28		MS Band Festival (7th & 8th Grade)		TBD

March 19			6th Grade Solo Festival (6th Grade)		TBD

April 13			MS Solo & Ensemble Festival
				(7th & 8th Grade – optional)			TBD

April 13			March-A-Thon (8th Grade)				7:00

May 22			Spring Concert & Awards
				(6th, 7th & 8th Grade)				7:00






Statement of Understanding

Please complete the following information and return to Mrs. VanderMeulen or Mr. Anderson by Friday, September 7.

Please initial next to each item below indicating your understanding (in ink):
	Student Initials
	Parent Initials
	Expectations

	
	
	I understand that I must attend ALL rehearsals and all performances of my ensemble and that repeated failure to do so may be grounds for being removed from the class.

	
	
	I have been informed of the calendar and I am aware of my responsibilities to inform the director when conflicts arise.

	
	
	I have read through the management plan and I understand the rules and procedures for the band room and that if I do not follow these rules and procedures there are consequences.

	
	
	I understand that in order to be successful as a musician and to fulfill my obligation to my peers within my ensemble, daily practice is required. I have read through the practice requirements and understand my responsibility in documenting my practice time.

	
	
	I understand the components used to compute my grade in band and know that I can access my grades at any time on PowerSchool.

	
	
	PARENTS: I have read over the uniform policy and understand what is needed before the first performance.

	
	
	PARENTS: I authorize the Kelloggsville Band Program and all of its agents to publicize information about my child to include name, instrument, class, and photo.
***This clause is to insure that we are able to release celebratory information about your child’s achievement in newsletters, on the band’s website, and to insure we can publish his/her name in our concert programs. No personal information will ever be released at any time!



We agree to abide by the expectations and policies of the Kelloggsville Middle School Handbook.

_______________________		____________________________
Student Name					Student Signature			Date


_______________________		____________________________
Parent Name					Parent Signature			Date

							Please Flip Over     

2012-2013 School Year Permission Slip


________________________ has permission to participate in all Kelloggsville Middle School performances/activities for the 2012-2013 school year. 
	Transportation for the performances/activities will be by school bus or van when leaving the Kelloggsville school district. Parents will be informed on departure/return times and an itinerary for each schedule event.
	All school rules apply to any band performance/activity and MUST be adhered to at all times. Any problems will be brought to the attention of the Kelloggsville Middle School Administration. Students that do not follow the rules could be sent home from the band performance/activity.
	Students are expected to represent Kelloggsville with the highest of standards. Students are to be polite, respectful, and listen to all chaperones.


__________________________________		_________
Parent/Guardian Signature					Date


Band Roster Information
Parent(s) First and Last Name: __________________________________

				      __________________________________

**To help communicate what is going on in the band program we send out monthly newsletters and e-mail reminders for upcoming events. If you could please provide us with an e-mail address we will be able to keep you better informed.

Parent E-mail: _____________________________________________

Hm. Phone: ____________________	Cell: ___________________

**Mass Band T-shirts (Required for all 7th & 8th Grade Students). They are free for 7th graders and $5 if your 8th grader needs a replacement.

T-Shirt Size (Adult Sizes) _________ 
image1.emf










Kelloggsville Public Schools

KMS
Instrumental
Music Department

M. Troy Anderson
Mrs. Amanda VanderMeulen

616-532-1575

fandersonkvilleps.org
avandermeulenkilleps.org




