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WUCWO  

The World Union of Catholic Women’s

Organizations (WUCWO) was founded in

1910 and now represents nearly 100 Catholic

women’s organizations worldwide, active in

around 50 countries including all continents

and some island states, totaling around eight

(8) million Catholic women of every walk of

life.
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   The World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations (WUCWO) was founded in 1910 and now represents nearly 100 Catholic women’s organizations worldwide, active in around 50 countries including all continents and some island states, totaling around eight (8) million Catholic women of every walk of life.
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WUCWO’s goals are to:

•   promote the presence, participation and co-responsibility of Catholic women     

in society and the Church 

•   enable women to fulfil their mission of evangelization and to work for human 

development 

•   unite Catholic women in the world to give them a voice on the international 

platform

•   examine the critical issues that have an impact on the lives of women 

internationally and promotes the dignity of every human being

•   coordinate the activities of Catholic women's organizations worldwide, 

serving as a necessary link between them and the network of international 

organizations and faith communities
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•   promote the presence, participation and co-responsibility of Catholic women     in society and the Church 

•   enable women to fulfil their mission of evangelization and to work for human development 
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•   coordinate the activities of Catholic women's organizations worldwide, serving as a necessary link between them and the network of international organizations and faith communities







[ —
e bt bl g b b
e
e |





image6.emf
(Second from right)

Maribeth

Stewart

Blogoslawski
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NCCW

1920

The National CCW is responsible for policy, governance, 

direction, resources and programs. 
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The National CCW is responsible for policy, governance, 

direction, resources and programs. 
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National Council of Catholic Women   1920

NCCW

FOUNDING MOTHERS
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National Council of Catholic Women   1920

NCCW

FOUNDING MOTHERS







It was in the year 1923 that His Excellency, the Rt. Rev. Philip R. McDevitt of Blessed Memory sent the distinguished lay woman Miss Anna Dill Gamble of York to Washington for the purpose of studying the plans and programs of NCCW.  It was on May 6, 1924 that HDCCW had its beginnings.  60 women came to the first meeting.  
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NCCW Patroness

God of heavenly wisdom                    

You have given us Mary, Mother of 

Jesus, to be our guide and counselor. 

Grant that we may always seek her 

motherly help in this life and so enjoy 

her blessed presence in the life to 

come.

O Mother of Good Counsel, Patroness 

of the National Council of Catholic 

Women, intercede for us, that we may 

be wise, courageous and loving 

leaders of the Church. Help us, dear 

mother, to know the mind of Jesus, 

your son.

May the Holy Spirit fill us with 

reverence for God’s creation and 

compassion for all God’s Children.

May our labors of love on earth 

enhance the reign of God and may 

God’s gifts of faith and living hope 

prepare us for the fullness of the 

world to come.

Our Lady of Good Counsel
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God of heavenly wisdom                    

You have given us Mary, Mother of Jesus, to be our guide and counselor. Grant that we may always seek her motherly help in this life and so enjoy her blessed presence in the life to come.

O Mother of Good Counsel, Patroness of the National Council of Catholic Women, intercede for us, that we may be wise, courageous and loving leaders of the Church. Help us, dear mother, to know the mind of Jesus, your son.

May the Holy Spirit fill us with reverence for God’s creation and compassion for all God’s Children.

May our labors of love on earth enhance the reign of God and may God’s gifts of faith and living hope prepare us for the fullness of the world to come.



Our Lady of Good Counsel
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Mission:

The National Council of Catholic Women acts through its 

members to support, empower and educate all Catholic 

women in spirituality, leadership and service. NCCW 

programs respond with Gospel values to the needs of the 

Church and society in the modern world.
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Mission:



The National Council of Catholic Women acts through its members to support, empower and educate all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership and service. NCCW programs respond with Gospel values to the needs of the Church and society in the modern world.









image1.emf





cATHOLIC @} womEN
ision:

The ol Counelof Catbalic Women st ot s
memias o suppar. emponeand el vl
omen sty Andrcp nd s NCCW
g ipond i Gospel Vs b s of he.
e ek e e





image11.emf
NCCW’s  goals are to:

- Provide a voice for American Catholic women today

- Transform the world through prayer and action

- Unite affiliated Catholic women's groups, and individual Catholic women in the                

United States

- Support social action through Gospel values

- Train Catholic women to become leaders at the intersection of Church and society

- Provide  a forum for Catholic women to speak and act on matters of mutual interest

- Represent U.S. Catholic women in the national and international arenas
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NCCW’s  goals are to:



- Provide a voice for American Catholic women today



- Transform the world through prayer and action



- Unite affiliated Catholic women's groups, and individual Catholic women in the                United States



- Support social action through Gospel values



- Train Catholic women to become leaders at the intersection of Church and society



- Provide  a forum for Catholic women to speak and act on matters of mutual interest



- Represent U.S. Catholic women in the national and international arenas









The purpose of the women's council was 


1. To give to the Catholic women of the country a common voice and an instrument for unified action in all matters affecting Catholic or national welfare.

2. To ensure proper Catholic representation on, and the proper recognition of Catholic principles in national committees and national movements affecting the religious, moral and material well-being of the country.

3. To stimulate the work of existing Catholic women’s organizations to greater service and usefulness in meeting the needs of our times.

“The Women's Council will not take the place of any existing Catholic society…its aim is to supply what we now lack and to keep and to aid every existing Catholic women's organization.”
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Commissions

Spirituality    Leadership       Service
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SPIRITUALITY COMMISSION- assists women on their 

journey to greater faith, hope, and charity as they strive to 

imitate Jesus Christ and Our Blessed Mother Mary in their 

daily lives

SERVICE COMMISSION-promotes family life within the 

church and society; preserves and protects the sanctity of 

marriage; promotes vocations

LEADERSHIP COMMISSION-addresses issues such as 

dignity and sanctity of life, the environment, immigration, 

and health
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SPIRITUALITY COMMISSION- assists women on their journey to greater faith, hope, and charity as they strive to imitate Jesus Christ and Our Blessed Mother Mary in their daily lives

 

SERVICE COMMISSION-promotes family life within the church and society; preserves and protects the sanctity of marriage; promotes vocations



                            

LEADERSHIP COMMISSION-addresses issues such as dignity and sanctity of life, the environment, immigration, and health
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Province of 

Philadelphia

The Province CCW allows for regional input into the national 

discussion and decisions on issues, concerns, programs and initiatives.
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Province of Philadelphia



The Province CCW allows for regional input into the national discussion and decisions on issues, concerns, programs and initiatives.
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Province Director

2020

Alycia Laureti was chosen to 

be the NCCW Philadelphia 

Province Director. She 

currently oversees the work 

of councils in the Dioceses of 

Harrisburg, Scranton and 

Greensburg.
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 2020

Alycia Laureti was chosen to be the NCCW Philadelphia Province Director. She currently oversees the work of councils in the Dioceses of Harrisburg, Scranton and Greensburg.
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HDCCW

1924

Diocesan CCW s are where the action begins and the issues, 

concerns, and programs of the NCCW and the local diocese 

are implemented.
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Diocesan CCW s are where the action begins and the issues, concerns, and programs of the NCCW and the local diocese 

are implemented.
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Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women

OUR FIRST PRESIDENT
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Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women



OUR FIRST PRESIDENT





His Excellency opened the meeting with prayer, and then introduced Miss Agnes Regan from NCCW Headquarters in Washington, who stated the object of NCCW and stated that this meeting was called to form a Diocesan Council of Catholic Women in Harrisburg.  Following a short talk by the Bishop, a motion was adopted that a Harrisburg Diocesan Council be formed and thus began the most outstanding women’s organization in this area.
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Miss ANNA DiLL GAMBLE
1924-1928
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Mission:

To support, empower and educate all Catholic women in 

spirituality, leadership and service; to inspire while 

promoting Gospel values in a constantly changing world.
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Mission:



To support, empower and educate all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership and service; to inspire while promoting Gospel values in a constantly changing world.











I was especially edified by the example of

your deep faith and love of the Eucharist. I am

greatly impressed by the breadth and depth of

the work of the Council, at the parish level, the

diocesan level and world-wide.”

          ~ Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer

                 Bishop of Harrisburg 
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HDCCW

Levels of Council Workshop

March 12, 2022
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Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic women

OUR BEGINNINGS 

∞ A Solemn High Mass, in the presence of the Bishop in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, opened the first semi-

annual conference on October 27, 1924. 

∞ In 1930 membership dues were established at $1 per member. 

∞ In 1937 Deanery Presidents were appointed and began the work of organizing the parishes CCW.

∞ The convention was held each year in a different deanery until 1943, when travel became restricted 

due to World War II. 
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OUR BEGINNINGS 



∞ A Solemn High Mass, in the presence of the Bishop in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, opened the first semi-annual conference on October 27, 1924. 



 ∞ In 1930 membership dues were established at $1 per member. 



∞ In 1937 Deanery Presidents were appointed and began the work of organizing the parishes CCW.



∞ The convention was held each year in a different deanery until 1943, when travel became restricted due to World War II. 
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District CCWs provide a more local level and opportunities for 

leadership development as well as a conduit for information.

Deanery

(District)


Microsoft_PowerPoint_Slide19.sldx


District CCWs provide a more local level and opportunities for leadership development as well as a conduit for information.
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∞ 

DCCW

District Councils of Catholic Women 

CONEWAGO

CUMBERLAND‐PERRY

DAUPHIN

LANCASTER 

LEBANON     

NORTHERN  

SETON

These districts represent the 34  affiliated parishes in the Harrisburg Diocese.
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NCCW  “Affiliation”

Councils

Individuals

The resolutions voted on at the NCCW Annual Convention include action statements 

which become the work of affiliated councils. NCCW leaders develop programs and 

provide resources to support and empower councils’ actions.

You sponsor programs and service projects in your community and then share your 

successes and great ideas with your national leaders, so they can be shared with others.
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NCCW  “Affiliation”

Councils

Individuals

The resolutions voted on at the NCCW Annual Convention include action statements which become the work of affiliated councils. NCCW leaders develop programs and provide resources to support and empower councils’ actions. 



You sponsor programs and service projects in your community and then share your successes and great ideas with your national leaders, so they can be shared with others.
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Conewago (6) Dauphin District (6) Northern District (3) York County (2)

Immaculate Heart Holy Name of jesus Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic Women's Club

St. Francis Xavier Our Lady Help of Christians St. Columba Holy Infant

St. Joseph, Hanover St. Catherine Laboure St Joseph, Milton

St. Joseph Worker St. Joan of Arc Harrisburg (1)

St. Vincent de Paul St. Margaret Mary Seton District (3) Cathedral

Annunciation of BVM Seven Sorrows of BVM Corpus Christi

St. Andrew

Cumberland Perry (6) Lebanon District (4) St. Mary's, Fairfield

Good Shepherd Assumption BVM

Our Lady of Good Counsel Mary Gate of Heaven Lancaster County (3)

Our Lady of Lourdes Sacred Heart, Cornwall Mary Mother of Church

St. Bernadette St. Paul Apostle St. Peter, Columbia

St. Katharine Drexel St. Peter, Elizabethtown

St. Theresa

NCCW Affiliated Parishes 2021

Note: Please make sure you have created an account with NCCW for your parish!!!
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 NCCW Affiliated Parishes 2021

Note: Please make sure you have created an account with NCCW for your parish!!!
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Parish Councils

The Parish CCW is the heart of the organization, where the programs

change lives, the issues have faces, and the initiatives become a reality.
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The Parish CCW is the heart of the organization, where the programs change lives, the issues have faces, and the initiatives become a reality.
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Resources

www.wucwona.org (North America)

www.nccw.org Member resources include: 

Evangelization Domestic Violence Impact of the Media

booklets on Parliamentary procedure and protocol

Human Trafficking Respite Care

www.hdccw.webs.com
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www.nccw.org   Member resources include: 



Evangelization	Domestic Violence	 Impact of the Media



		   booklets on Parliamentary procedure and protocol
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Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women

HOME LENTEN CHALLENGE LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP HDCCW CONVENTION MARY'S WAY OF THE CROSS

COUNCIL RECOGNITION MONTH   RESOURCES    WALK TO APPARITION SITES OF OUR LADY THROUGHOUT EUROPE          BISHOP GAINER'S PROCLAMATION

BABY SHOWER & SPIRITUAL ADOPTION          RESOURCES FOR PRESIDENTS           OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL AWARD         HDCCW- AFFILIATED COUNCILS

HDCCW GRANT PROGRAM          RETREATMESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT               INSIGHTS              VISION 2020                OUR LADY'S ROSARY PARTNERS

COMMISSIONS & MINISTRIES         CONTESTS & AWARDS      AWARENESS DAYS AND PROJECT IDEAS          CALENDAR                   PAST PRESIDENTS

SOCIAL MEDIA            BROCHURE & NEWSLETTERLINKS                    COMMENTS                             PHOTOS             CONTACT
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Contact:

Linda Hartzell

linda.hartzell@comcast.net

717-939-3629

Comments/Questions
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WUCWO

1910
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