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THE EPISTLE

OF ST. PAUL

Ponderings From The Pastor

“IEeReNENTALRE E®RE [Part Two] E®R BEENT’

My column last month was long. I'll try and keep it a bit shorter
this month—two pages instead of three!—but still to the point!

¥ Last month | wrote about sweeping changes which our culture

B (and the Church as part of it) have been going through for some

| time now. | said that we—the congregation of St. Paul UCC—

must learn to SEE and DEAL with change differently...even

\Tk learning to EMBRACE it, and let go of our FEAR about the

- 7% Js’« future. | reminded all of us that “perfect love drives out all fear,”

and that God “works for good in all things for those who love

God.” | then suggested that we must NOT BE AFRAID of what the future holds for

us!...not if we put our money where our mouths are, radically trust God, follow Jesus,
and accept change as not just inevitable but as necessary.

| wrote about the “Great Emergence” which the Church Universal has entered; the
“Age of the Spirit” we find ourselves in...a strange time in which local congregations of
every “tribe” are shrinking and dying, but people are spiritually hungry, clamoring for
meaning and purpose as much (if not more) than ever before. It's the end of
institutional religion as we’ve known it...but NOT the end of faith. Once again—be not
afraid! The “end of Church” as we know it is bringing the BIRTH of something
new...and if we GRASP this time as a time of newness and “birth,” we will have a
powerful and healthy future! Remember this quote from Diane Butler Bass (from
Christianity After Religion):

Will there still be Christianity after the end of institutional religion? Yes, there will be.
But it is going to be different than what Americans have known, a faith responsive to
the longings of those who are expecting more spiritual depth and greater ethical
integrity rather than more conventional church. Indeed, | suspect that the end of
church is only the beginning of a new Great Awakening.

So. Lets get busy! Time for an Awakening! Let's chase after more spiritual depth
and greater ethical integrity at St. Paul UCC! Let's dream together a bit, as we
ponder what that might look like...

EVERY member of our church engages in some kind of partnered spiritual
growth—a Bible study, a prayer group, meditation groups, book studies, new
adult classes, even online learning opportunities; we MULTIPLY many options
for spiritual growth, as we all AGREE that Sunday worship alone is NOT
enough...that we ALL have to “go deeper’ and find “more spiritual depth”...
because we recognize that our future DEPENDS upon it.
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Ponderings From The Pastor (continued)
YES, in case you missed it: EVERY MEMBER, regardless of age—no exceptions!

We add a second, ALTERNATIVE style of worship—a new service, maybe on Sunday, maybe on a
weeknight—a service which is NOT for us, but for those who are NOT HERE already;

We fearlessly confront any and all “-isms” which hurt our congregational ethos and integrity (racism,
homophobia, sexism, fear of other religions)—we learn to daily PRACTICE the Great Commandment:
love God with all you have and all you are, and love your neighbor as yourself (see Bullet
Number One!); we engage in thoughtful, soulful congregational HEALING activities, including special
worship services and prayer meetings.

We stop worrying about “small stuff,” like coffee in the Sanctuary, using a SCREEN with lyrics on it,
using new kinds of instruments, adding a new DIGITAL church sign out front, etc.—and we SPEND
MONEY to make happen all of the above, fearlessly tapping “reserve” funds to grow... because we
STOP worrying about that proverbial “rainy day” and recognize that our ship is already IN THE
FLOOD of change—and we want to pilot the ship rather than watch it flounder out of control.

We TREAT ONE ANOTHER, ALWAYS, with the dignity, respect, and the personal integrity of a Christ
-follower: when we have a problem we GO DIRECTLY (one on one) to the source rather than
complaining behind someone’s back...we refuse to gossip and to judge other people, instead viewing
them as if in a mirror, with compassion and understanding (“walk in their shoes”), and we PRACTICE
FORGIVENESS and HUMILITY as regular spiritual disciplines (see Bullet Number One!)...we DAILY
pray for one another, our leaders, and our church.

We LET GO OF THE PAST as we grow in understanding that the past GUARANTEES US
NOTHING...that we certainly do stand on the shoulders of all who've gone before us—as those
forbearers did too, all the while laboring to break new ground (literally at times) in creating their own
future—and so must we...as we continue learning the difference between honoring tradition (good)
and serving traditionalism (i.e., idolatry, bad). And...we ERASE from our congregational lexicon
those famous “Seven Last Words” of the Church: “We never did it that way before!”

We give “YES” every possible opportunity...and kick “NO” to the curb whenever/however we can.

We learn to accept—each and every one of us!'—that theology, doctrines and rituals ALWAYS
change over time, and always have...that the Bible is the living word of God, but not “God’s literal
words,” and that it's a book less about God than about how humans have (often quite badly)
understood God—and that this understanding evolves and changes as you read through the Bible.
We accept that the Bible is limited, sometimes flawed, and OFTEN hard to understand...and that our
own understanding of scripture requires our very best effort (see Bullet Number One!).

We seek—each and every one of us!'—God’s help, mercy, and forgiveness EVERY time we find
ourselves demanding the church serve “ME”...having forgotten that we are all here to serve God
chiefly by serving others...that the church is more an outpost of grace than a Sunday morning social
club...while at the same time having more fun in church, loosening and lightening up, laughing more,
taking ourselves less seriously, and celebrating one another!

We resolve—each and every one of us!'—to LOVE MORE: to intentionally embody, mirror and reflect
GOD’S love to others...starting in our own families and with our fellow church members. And, we
anchor this resolve in grasping God’s full embrace and unconditional Love for ourselves!
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Ponderings From The Pastor (continued)

We already know what that Love looks like: read 1 Corinthians 13 again—that famous passage which ends
like this: “So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.”

Our common future will be discerned in Love, rooted in Love, sustained by Love, and endlessly grow in and
share Love. Now, I'm not talking about a wimpy, sickly-sweet, sentimental, romantic, Hollywood-ending-type
love...but a powerful Cross-bearing, hate-ending, peace-bringing, justice-demanding, evil-confronting,
reconciling, healing, world-uniting, exponentially-hopeful Love! This kind of love casts out ALL fear....and it
is the ONLY thing that can. It's a patient, kind, humble Love, full of goodwill, easy-going, forgiving, selfless,
rejoicing in truth. It is Perfect Love—GOD—uwhich (or should | say Who) is the FOUNDATION of every other
kind of love!

We must let Perfect Love embrace us...envelope us...change and transform us...motivate us...equip us...and
SEND us. There is not one of us who doesn’t need this Love, and its transforming embrace. And because |
know and ACCEPT this Love—even though it's challenging, and at times even daunting and
incomprehensible (in human terms!), | am willing and unafraid to go where it—where GOD—takes us. Last
but not least, any lingering fear | have in my shadow parts...well...I resolve to try and give that up this year for
Lent! And invite Jesus into my heart...again...for the umpteenth time!

How about you?

In Christ, for a Prosperous, Emergent, HOPEFUL, LOVE-FILLED Lenten Season,
Pastor Bﬂny

C% cﬁ(l/ ’é z , é GIFTS TO THE CHURCH

Rita & David Black
Mary & Charles Gutzwiller Karen & Matthew Chalfin
Joyce & Barry Schaefer

IN MEMORY OF Dottie Mayer IN MEMORY OF Jack Reule

Jane & Wayne Schleutker Erma Amrein
Dot Kahle
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ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Council Meeting
November 20, 2017

Present: Mike Bartholomew, Rev. Barry Bordenkircher, Linda Woods, Margaret Maybury, Marge Fassnacht,

Anne Zimmer, Jan Apro, Nancy Klusmeier.

Mike Bartholomew called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. Pastor Barry offered an opening prayer. Nancy
Klusmeier asked Council to review the minutes of the October 16" Council Meeting. A MOTION was made
(Fassnacht/Maybury) to approve said minutes. MOTION PASSED and the minutes were approved as
printed.

Sr. Minister’s Report (Rev. Barry Bordenkircher)

Pastor Barry submitted to Council his Summary Report of mileage and time spent for the period 10/23 —
11/20/17.

Virginia is out of Good Samaritan Hospital and is at Coventry Village. She is doing pretty well.
Mike Cornish is out of Good Sam with fractured vertebrae.

Rick Davis is in rehab for his knee replacement. He is still in a lot of pain in rehab.

Lucille Walters had a stroke and fell and the church wasn’t notified.

Funeral today for Al Molter.

Nursery School Summit went well and will have another after the 1% of the year.

We hosted MARCC Planning last week. Mike, Nancy and Joan helped out. There were very good
reviews and they praised our church and the people.

The water issue (flood) in the lower level has been cleaned up. Rick is looking into getting some
reimbursement from MSD. Mike mentioned getting traps so we won't get sewer back-up. Brandon’s
group came pretty quick. Mike B. and Jim worked hard cleaning up also.

The Disciple Bible Study is off and running with 14 participants.

The Cafe’ continues to gain popularity. We’ve had over $40 in donations for coffee so far. We need to
advertise it (FB, Instagram, etc.).

He attended the Fall SONKA meeting with Joan Allen and Cheryl B.
Finished the Stewardship material/packet for distribution.

TEAM REPORTS

Care Team (Marge Fassnacht)

Marge reported that she is working on setting up a meeting with her Team.

There was a meeting with the Zone last week. They have come up with the money to hire someone and
the job has been posted. They hope to open after the 1% of the year (January 8 or 22™).

She is working on doling out money from the 2017 Budget and also working on the 2018 Budget.

The Grant from Marathon Oil may not come through since Tom Bryant isn’t working.

Community Dinner — There was a misunderstanding between Paul and Judith regarding Boy Scouts
working the dinner on the 2™ Tuesday. Anne said the Boy Scouts are working the 2™ Tuesday dinner.
Discussion regarding if there was a cleaning schedule for the kitchen. Marge will check with Sonya and
Paul.

Facilities Team

Rick got a 2™ estimate for the roof.

Mike bought 2 new routers for WIFI in Fellowship Hall, Narthex and Chapel (had 1 already). The
Sanctuary should play off of the Narthex WIFI.
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ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Council Meeting
November 20, 2017

Facilities Team (Continued)

e The pads for the humidifier for the Grand Piano need replacing. We have 2 extra pads and Jimmy can do
it.

e Mark H. is working on the parking lot lights situation — putting on a timer.

e Pastor Barry asked who plows if we have snow. Ryan Davis plows and they will come automatically.
Discussion regarding problem with sidewalk snow removal.

Finance Team (Margaret Maybury)
e Margaret reported that she hasn’t done anything with the pledges yet.

e Every week we come up short. We need to make a lot of cuts. We had to borrow money again. Jan said
he’s already talked to lawn cutters about coming every other week.

e Congregational Meeting on Budget is set for January 28™.

Treasurer’s Report (Anne Zimmer)

¢ Anne submitted to Council copies of the Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual and the Balance Sheet for
October.

e We are getting something from the Grace Lienhart Estate but don’t know amount yet.
e Everything is paid but we had to borrow to do it.
e As always, copies of financial reports are available in the office for anyone who wishes to see them.

Endowment Report (Jan Apro)
e We borrowed $30,000 from Vocation Fund to pay bills.

e The stock market is doing great. Broker told him it is expected to go up significantly near the end of the
year.

e Balance of church and Vocation Funds is $239,529.49 as of end of October.

Nurture Team (Linda Woods)
e Linda reported that her Team met tonight.

e They finished 36 shoe boxes for Samaritan’s Purse last week and took them to Mt. Healthy Baptist
Church (collection point). Alice Graber and daughter and granddaughter helped out.

e School Uniform donations are needed. Care Team helps with this and Lynn K. purchases uniforms.

e Christmas Play is December 17. The Sunday School Christmas Party is the 24™. The new curriculum

has gone over well and will need to purchase winter version. No Sunday School in December because of
all the activities.

Worship Team (Nancy Klusmeier for Vicky Ritz)

e Nancy reported for Vicky that Worship Team was involved in the Ingathering on Sunday, November 19",
The food was gathered and will be distributed to 3 families from our area along with turkeys for their
Thanksgiving dinners. The remaining food will be distributed to our community dinner supplies and the
Mt. Healthy Alliance will receive some. (Turkeys were donated to the church for the families through the
help of Judith).

e The Christmas season is upon us. This Sunday, November 26“‘, we will decorate the church for the
holidays. All that can help will be appreciated. We are having a Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.
Music starts at 4:30 and service at 5:00. We may have a flautist to play.

¢ Mike reported that the Advent Wreath is in the stairwell by the Nursery School. Discussion regarding
replacing candles. We can fix up existing candles to look OK and save $60.
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ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Council Meeting
November 20, 2017

Worship Team _(Continued)
e Worship Team is still looking for ushers.
e We had an All Saints Day Memorial Service.

Vice President’s Report (Jan Apro)

e Jan reported that he created all new safety and emergency policies and procedures for the Nursery
School. These procedures were given to the Nursery School and teachers, pastor and Police and Fire
Departments have OK’d them.

e He is working on policy for our church to protect members. This is in response to church shootings. They
seem to go after small churches.

A MOTION was made (Apro/Klusmeier) to authorize anyone who has a concealed carry permit to carry a gun
at church if it is concealed. MOTION PASSED. (Linda and Margaret abstained from voting.) Jan will check
to see if anyone who carries has a permit.

e Discussion regarding a letter sent home to Nursery School parents regarding Nursery School letting par-
ents come in the side door. The church needs to be told this stuff in advance. This needs to stop as
there is a danger. Door has been left unlocked. Last year starting times were staggered. Why not this
year?

Lay Minister’s Report
e Joan sent her report that the classes are going great. Numbers have been steady — 2-3 in Little Angels, 5
-8 in middle room and her class has 4-7. Sunday School X-mas Party will be on December 24™.

e Christmas Play will be December 17". Diane and Anne and Cheryl (she believes) are working on updat-
ing costumes. Trudy will be assisting along with Dolly and Kim.

e SPY December lock-in is the 8" and 9". Plan is to go caroling. She is calling Twin Towers today (want to
see Ruth Meisner).

e Kids will be available to help decorate the church on the 26". She also signed the SPY up to do Advent
reading on the 17",

e Children’s Moments are set until the end of December.

e The Custer has been moved to November 30" at First Church in College Hill.

e The Tuesday Night Dinners have picked back up. The numbers are around 100. We have a few new
people working, which is great.

e Mark H. is planning on working on the electric issue in Joan’s office in the next couple of weeks. There is
only one good outlet which keeps blowing the fuse.

NEW BUSINESS

e Pastor Barry discussed with Council the state of the UCC Ohio Conference. SONKA may phase out and
be replace by a conference structure.

e Marge brought up that if the church goes down, everything goes to SONKA. Pastor Barry said that is not
true. It is our property and money to do with what we want. Jan asked for that in writing. Pastor Barry
said he would check into it.

e Discussed Council having Christmas Dinner out somewhere. Will follow up with an e-mail. Mike will look
into it.
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ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Council Meeting
November 20, 2017

Continued)

A MOTION was made (Apro/Maybury) to adjourn. MOTION PASSED and the meeting adjourned at 9:00

P.M. with The Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Klusmeier
Council Secretary

The next Council meeting is Monday,
February 19, 2018 7:00 PM.

News and Updates

MARCH EPISTLE
DEADLINE

The Epistle deadline for the March edition is
Wednesday, February 21, 2018. Please submit
the information either by email to Anne or drop it
in the Epistle box in the main office. There is also
a folder in the blue

mailbox n
outside ‘“Bc
the office. FNEWS

PLEASE HELP US with
LIGHTS AND DOORS

On several occurrences lately, we have found an
outside door unlocked. Please be sure to check
doors before you leave, especially if you are the last
one out.

Please do your diligence to make sure that

the lights are off in the building when you
leave. Ez
OD

({
= *
"

Thank you

FACEBOOK PAGE
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Paul-United-Church-of-Christ-NCH/451020504934791.
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MiSSion Partner News Support the Mt. Healthy

Alliance
MT. HEALTHY Food Pantry
PANTRY NEEDS 3rd week of each month
Deoderant, Bar Soap Monday - Saturday 6 am - 3 pm
Tooth Paste, Shampoo Thursday - 6 am - 8 pm
Toilet Paper, Tooth Brushes At
Canned Fruit, Cereal SWEETHEART CAFE
We'll earn 10% of sales when you present this
You can bring items to the main office and we will be sure flyer at
to get it delivered. 9894 Colerain Ave. (in

Hobby Lobby Plaza) ?
*Flyer must accompany 7

check donation” J J

lllt Healthy Alliance Inc. Please do not share this Q
serving '"02_?“'.“";‘;:’ flyer with other guests at the w
restaurant.
Community

Fundraiser Night/Day

Friends, Food & Fundraising
To Support

Mt. Healthy Alliance Inc. Food Pantry
Wednesday Feb. 7th, 6:00 A.M. -9:00 P.M.
Thursday Feb. 8th, 6:00 A.M. —9:00 P.M.
Friday Feb. 9th, 6:00A.M.-9:00 P.M.

We’'ll earn 15% of Sales when
You present this flyer* at
Bob Evans
9970 Colerain Ave (Colerain Ave @ 1-275)
or
5245 North Bend Rd. @ 1-74
or
8270 Winton Rd. @ Cross County Hwy.
or
510 Kolby Dr. Cincinnati Mills

Please join us
On our Community Fundraiser Night/Day.
*Flyer must accompany check for donation!
(Includes Carryout & Retail sales as well)
Please do not share the flyer with other guests at
the restaurant.
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SPECIAL DATES FOR SPY

SPY Lock In - Friday, February 9 to Saturday, February 10
6:30 PM - 10:00 AM

Will be discussing Spring and Summer events for 2019
Training for new alcolytes

February 11 - SPY Valentine Flower Sale - Before and After Worship
SPY Lock In - Friday, March 23 to Saturday, March 24

6:30 PM - 10:00 AM

Will be making Easter Candy

March 25 - SPY Easter Candy Sale - Before and After Worship

Save the Dates

February 14 - Ash Wednesday - 7:00 PM - Chapel Worship with Ashes & Communion
February 25 -Congregational Meeting Proposed Budget - After Worship

March 11 - Daylight Savings Time Begins

March 25 - Palm Sunday - Worship 10:00 AM

March 29 Maundy Thursday - Service 7:00 PM

April 1 - Easter Sunday - Worship & Communion - 10:00 AM
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SCOUTING NEWS

The Cubbies had to postpone their Pinewood Derby due to
meetings being cancelled because of snow. They are still
very excited and look forward to the derby. They are also
finishing up some of their requirements for their rank.

The Troop is busy doing some planning for activities for this year. Snow tubing is happening later this
month. They really want to try spelunking... looking for locations in which to do this.

The Crew has rescheduled their Lock In. They will also be holding elections next month, so they are all
exploring positions and nominations in early March. They are really getting into working out all the details of
our summer trip.

Scout Sunday is February 4th. Thank you St. Paul for sponsoring our units. We truly appreciate having a
wonderful place to hold our meetings.

Nursery School

The Nursery School is getting ready for our 10th Annual Carnival where all proceeds go
to the Elaine Payne Scholarship Fund. The carnival is set for Saturday, March 3rd
from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM.

The Fellowship Hall will be filled with excitement and fun. During the month of February,

the Nursery School hallway will be filled with Baskets that are being raffled off the day of the carnival. Hope
you get a chance to stop by and see all the baskets and if you would like to take some chances on them, just
let Karen Rieman know. The chances are 50 cents each. Good Luck and thanks for all your support.

We are now taking registrations for fall classes for the 2018- 2019 school year. If you know anyone looking
for a preschool, please tell them to check us out!

Karen Rieman
and Staff

Elaine Payne Scholarship Fund
In Loving Memory of Herman Schlegel

Roxanne Reed
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2/2 Faye Blum -. 2/12 Erma Amrein 2/23  Barry Bordenkircher

Eileen Church 2/13  Sydney Schille 2/25 Dotty Sunnenberg
Carol Schroer 2/14  Bonnie Rogers 2/28 Luke Jensen

2/4 Geraldine Cooper Patricia Sutton 2/29  Christina Spyers

2/6 Vicki Celenza 2/15 Kim Ferry 2/29 Aaron Spyers
Lois Manifold Wm. Patrick Lewis

2/8 Michele Harwell 2/19 Barry Cooper

2/9 Mandi Cornish 2/20 Sandy Schneeman

2/11 Elizabeth Fields
Robert Nungester

3/1 Doris Dunn 3/10 Brody Overholts 3/20  Cheryl Davis

3/2 Ryan Erickson 3/11  Karen Chalfin 3/25 Nathan Bierkan
Dolores Molter Jessica Jester 3/26  Adele Werden

3/3 Kyle Robinson Vicki Prather 3/29 Rick Tallarigo

3/4 Robert Jensen 3/12  Doris Kolde

3/7 Gay Steinhauer 3/15  William Reed

3/8 Sharon Frazier 3/19 Jann Apro

Venessa Mittler
Anne Zimmer
3/9 Elaine Sloan
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Please Centinue te Remember in Prayer:

Nan Grow

Our servicemen and women
Peggy Adams
Payson Davis
Chad Willcocks
Melody Hoff
Katie Morgan
Kathy Aker
Ginny DuPriest
Debbie DuPriest
Nancy Fifer

Will Maier

David Smith
Erma Amrein
Lollie Kasaulones
Brittany Jones
Mike Mathauer
John Allen

Jack Frost
Karon Jackson
Randy Schwartz
Gay Steinhauer

Mike Cornish
Norma Carrier
Alice Graber
Evelyn Osterbrock & Family
Makayla Borg
Doug Mossman
Don Beresford
Margie Harman
Tony Mancini
Vicki Celenza
Helen Mason
Richard Wittaker
Max Kramer
Marlene Sheward
Tom Kondo
Stephanie Collins
Nancy Klusmeier
Rick Davis

AJ Voskuhl
Michael Schurig
Jessica Obert
Paul LaMott

Gay D. Smith

Tyler Hardin

Rick Manifold

Mary Ann Herth
Rev. Virginia Duffy
Trudy Jester

Ruth Meissner
Kluesener Niece
Barbara Williamson
Skip Zimmer
Melissa Holmes
The Heitman/Celenza Family
Mike Chalfin

Elaine Sloan

Del Collins

Steve Rogers

Don Mason

Please keep the office informed on the status of those you have placed on the prayer list.

Please Continue to Remembier in Prayer our HomeBound.:

Geraldine Cooper
Marian Faller
Albert Mueller
Dot Sunnenberg
Sharon Wagner

Bob Dickman
Mary Lou Heiden
Jean Schmadel
Anne Timme
Lucille Walters

Gladys Elsasser
Charlotte McCauley
Joyce Seesing
Dolores Ungerbuehler

If yow would like to-add
someone to-the pravyer
list, please call the office.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Standing Dates: FH = Fellowship Hall 1 2 3
Mondays: NS = Nursery School Disciole G
Crafty Critters - 10 AM IScipe LSroup
Scouts:6:30 - 9:00 PM 7:00PM
Tuesday:

Community Dinner
5:00 PM weekly
Fridays/Saturdays:
AA Meeting 8 PM
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Scout Sunday SPY Lock In SPY - 10:00
Meditation Disciple Group |6:30 PM AM
Group 7:00 PM |7:00 PM B
11 12 13 NS 3’s 14 15 16 17
SPY Valentine Valentine Service Ash NS Cleaning
Flower Sale Celebration Wednesday Disciple Group Day
7:00 PM 7:00 PM
\‘; Chapel '
NS 4’s/Pre-K /
Valentine
Celebration Jjﬁ
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Communion NS No School Staff Mtg 8 AM
1st Sunday of Disciple Group
Lent Nurture Mtg Epistle Articles |7:00 PM
5:30 PM Due
Council Mtg. Meditation
7:00 PM Group 7:00 PM
25 26 27 28
Congregational
Meeting ’F(QPP%/
After Worship ".'
Y ’
alerlines

« D
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