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How Toxic Is it?  - Commonly Used Herbicides & Their Toxicity 
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Class IV 
 

Relatively non-toxic 
 

> 5,000 mg/kg 

Class III 
 

Slightly toxic 
 

5,000—500 mg/kg 

 
Class II 

 
Moderately Toxic 

 
50-
500 
mg/

Salt and vinegar are sometimes 
used in homemade herbicide 

mixtures.  Both are less effective 
and more toxic than many 

synthetic herbicides.  Additionally, 
salt persists in the soil, whereas 

most herbicides breakdown 
quickly.  Salt build-up in the soil 

can prevent desirable plants from 
growing and can also kill beneficial 

worms and other organisms that 
promote healthy soils. 

Although substances like ibuprofen, 
aspirin, and caffeine are not herbicides, 
they have been included in this chart to 

give perspective on the toxicity of 
common herbicides compared with that 

of other well-known substances. 
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