Milltown 1-6
Castlemitchell  1-5
 

Hot favourites Milltown will be mightily relieved to have survived a late Castlemitchell siege and claim a narrow but deserved victory. Referee Niall Colgan somehow found six minutes of injury time but Castlemitchell couldn’t avail of the chance to claim a victory that looked extremely unlikely at half-time.
 

The losers started with the aid of the strong breeze and seemed to feel that Milltown’s defence were vulnerable under the high ball as they looked for full-forward Paul McDonagh. However, they found Milltown full-back Omar Dunne in top form as he cleared his lines time and again. Castlemitchell hit the front after a Joe Maher free and this was quickly added to by an excellent Emmet Hyland point from long range. However, they quickly realised that the long ball wasn’t working, as Tadhg Fennin was introduced after twenty minutes. 
 

Milltown responded with 1-4 without reply. Two points by Eoghan O’Toole and one from Anthony Dunne was added to by a Ronan O’Shea goal just four minutes before the break. After an Eoghan O’Toole solo run, O’Shea survived a hefty tackle to roll the ball under Castlemitchell keeper Stephen Foley. Milltown were now heading for half-time with a five point lead and the wind at their backs for the second half. 
 

When it looked set for a comfortable Milltown victory, it turned out that they were equally as unable to manage the windy conditions as Castlemitchell had been in the first half. Many passes simply overshot their target due to the breeze and rolled harmlessly wide and Castlemitchell were keeping in touch thanks to another Maher free. Then Tadhg Fennin danced into the Milltown square and won a penalty, converted superbly by sub Michael Lawless. It was now a one point game with fourteen minutes played, as Castlemitchell sub Corey Lammon was having a big influence on the game, winning kick-outs and driving forward. 
 

A late Ian Fitzgerald free put Milltown two points ahead with six minutes remaining. Milltown midfielder Emmet Mulhall was shown a red card with four minutes left and Milltown were now hanging on. In the six minutes of added time, only a Michael Lawless ‘45’ narrowed the gap and Milltown just about held on. 
On this display, watching Two Mile House manager Jarlath Gilroy won’t have too many sleepless nights but both teams will hope to improve for the championship renewal in the autumn. Milltown’s best players were Omar Dunne, Eoghan O’Toole, Anthony Dunne and Colin O’Shea, who took a lot of punishment over the hour. Castlemitchell’s best players were John O’Connor, Joe Maher and sub Corey Lammon. 
Scorers
Milltown: Ronan O’Shea (1-0), Eoghan O’Toole (0-3), Myles O’Reilly, Anthony Dunne and Ian Fitzgerald (0-1 each). 
Castlemitchell: Michael Lawless (1-1), Joe Maher (0-2), Tadhg Fennin  and Emmet Hyland (0-1 each).
 

Milltown: Sean Trant, Eddie Owen, Omar Dunne, Michael Colleton, John O’Reilly, Wayne Dignam, Eoin Dowling, Emmet Mulhall, Colin O’Shea, Myles O’Reilly, Eoghan O’Toole, Anthony Dunne, Niall Kelly, Bernard Geraghty, Ronan O’Shea. Subs: Ian Fitzgerald, Paul Mulhall.
 

Castlemitchell: Stephen Foley, Matthew Mooney, Kieran O’Toole, Ray Fitzgerald, Fionn O’Rourke, John O’Connor, Joe Maher, Brendan Harris, Karol Harris, Jason Rowan, Emmet Hyland, Trevor Griffin, Tomas Fitzgerald, Paul McDonagh, Keiran Harris. 
