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A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this
observationin light of chargesthat he is possessed. He is
possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We who have
received the Holy Spirit through baptism have been joined to
Christ’s death and resurrection and knit together in the body of Christ. Those with whom we sing
and pray this day are Jesus’ family. With them we go forth in peace to do the will of God.

Welcome and Announcements
OPENINGHYMN  “Forthe Beauty of the Earth ” (Verses 1 & 2) ELW#879

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever. C: Amen.

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

L: Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so
that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

L: God, whois rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. C: Amen.



GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into victory.
Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength
of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE FIRST READING Genesis 3:8-15
[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of
the Lord God among the trees of the garden.°But the Lord God called to the man, and
said to him, “Where are you?” 1%He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I
was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The
man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree,
and | ate.” 13Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 4The Lord God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all animals
and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
151 will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 4:13--5:1
Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—I believed,
and so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, *because we know that the one who
raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his
presence. 1°Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extendsto more and more
people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.




1650 we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner
nature is being renewed day by day. 1”For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us
for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 18because we look not at what can be
seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be
seen is eternal.

>1Forwe know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Mark 3:20-35

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus went home;] 2%nd the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the
disciples] could not even eat. 2X\When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him,
for people were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” 22And the scribes who came down
from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out
demons.” 22And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan
cast out Satan? 2If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 2°And
if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26And if Satan has
risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. 2But no
one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the
strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered.

28«Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies
they utter; 2°but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness,
but is guilty of an eternal sin”—3%for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”

31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and
called him. 32A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Y our mother and
your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” 33And he replied, “Who are my
mother and my brothers?” 3*And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are
my mother and my brothers! 3>Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and
mother.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Deacon Todd Portinga

HYMN OF THE DAY “Let Us Break Bread Together” (Verses1& 2) ELW#471



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.)
*The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

*LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*BENEDICTION: May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine on you and be
gracious to you. May God look on you with favor and give you peace. C: Amen.

*L_: Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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