
 

 

Parish of Stockport and Brinnington  

St Mary Stockport Ɉ St Thomas Stockport Ɉ St Luke Brinnington  

Welcome to our parish newssheet for September 2020 

 

 

Earlier this week - and apparently due to unprecedented demand 
- John Lewis opened their online Christmas shop.  Though August 
feels very early to be thinking about Christmas festivities, I think 
many of us would have sympathy with those who are trying, in 
whatever way, to find something of joy to look forward to.  This 
year has been grim; globally, nationally and individually, and on 
a scale that is still hard to believe, normal life as we knew it has 
changed radically.    

And that has and is taking its toll.  Not least on our mental health and well-be-
ing.  Over the past weeks, people have been in touch who are really struggling 
to find much of joy, comfort and peace in their lives currently.   
 
So where do we look for hope and encouragement in times of hardship and chal-
lenge?  How do we lift our spirits as people of faith?   
 
Well there are some great sources of encouragement in scripture; speaking per-
sonally, I love the daily Bible readings, prayers and reflections that are produced 
online by Sacred Space, a ministry of the Irish Jesuits (www.sacredspace.ie). And 
ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǇǊŀȅ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƻƴŜΤ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ 
ƻŦ ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ōƛƎƎŜǊΣ ƻŦ ƴƻǘ 
being alone in our times of challenge, can be a tremendous source of comfort 
too.   
 
It also helps to be reminded of the assurance that God walks with us through-
out.  Lƴ ƘŜǊ ōƻƻƪ Ψ/ƻƳŜ ōŜ Ƴȅ ƭƛƎƘǘΩΣ aƻǘƘŜǊ ¢ŜǊŜǎŀ ǉǳƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ 
her by her mother as she left home to take up the religious life...άPut Your Hand 

http://www.sacredspace.ie/


ƛƴ Iƛǎ IŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ²ŀƭƪ !ƭƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ IƛƳέΦ  Even when we appear to walk alone, 
we are hand in hand with Christ.  In fact, nothing can separate us from the love 
ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ wƻƳŀƴǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ 8.  
 
And we can also lift our spirits by joining in - albeit virtually - with the celebra-
tions of others.  It was wonderful this week to deliver a parish gift with love, 
prayers and best wishes to Frank and Irene Hamnett as they celebrated their 
70th wedding anniversary. How wonderful, and there are a  couple of lovely 
photos of them both below!  
 
{ƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ нлнл Ƙŀǎ 
brought, please know you are not alone.  Not alone because we have clergy and 
lay folk across the parish who are available to give a listening ear, to pray with 
you or help with other forms of support.  And moreover, not alone because we 
have confidence that we each rest in the love and presence of God always...no 
one is able to snatch us from his hand (John 10).   
With love, prayers and best wishes.  Please do call at any time if you would like 
a chat, 
 
Lynne 
 
 

They marǊƛŜŘ ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩs, with Frank having to do his milk-round as 
usual that morning, and Irene then being an hour late for the Service 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜΗ  
 
Thankfully all went well for the 
Service itself... 
 
Our love, best wishes and pray-
ers are very much with them 
both as they celebrate this spe-
cial άPlatinumέanniversary.  
 
 
Photo above taken by Lynne Cullens 
whilst  delivering in the red bag  a gift 
from the parish ς a άSpecial Anniver-
saryέ rose.   
 
 

Photo right - taken by Ian Hamnett.  The 
happy couple receiving  άgifts and guestsέ on 
the door step due  to  Covid restrictions  ς but 
nothing stops the celebrations! 



Al l  in the month of Sep-

te mberɖ 
What are your thoughts of September, the 
start of a new school year maybe (if you 
have children or grand-children), summer 
months drawing to a close (as we think of 
autumn and winter ahead ) ς but what 
ŀōƻǳǘ  ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ Χ  ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ 
when even in towns and cities we think of  
ripening fruit, maybe we have fruit trees 
and bushes near to us, or blackberries that 
we can collect and make into a pie.  I 
would imagine many of us have memories 
of going for a walk, plastic bag in hand, and 
returning home with black (or maybe 
slightly red) squishy berries and a few 
insects too. Stained fingers after touching  
the over ripe fruits  and the odd scratch  
on hands and arms stretching  too far into 
the brambles. 

There is something special about this time of yeŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ άƘŀǊǾŜǎǘέ ǎŀŦŜƭȅ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
the winter storms begin. Perhaps you have grown some fruit and veg of your own this year, 
even the smallest amount in pots.  Herbs, potatoes, beans, tomatoes, apples, pears, and soft 
fruits.  If you have then I  hope for you that is has been a good harvest, a success ς says one 
who has not seen a single strawberry on what are healthy looking plants growing in a trough, 
but have a multitude of runners trying to plant themselves into any soil available, including 
cracks between  the block paving on the patio.  Maybe  ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΧ  bƻǊ  ȅŜǘ ŀƴȅ  ōŜŀƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
a large pot ς maybe they are a late variety ς although I suspect not!  I do have apples ς slightly 
too high to reach. 

So what of September ς it was: 

400 years ago, on 6th September 1620, that 102 English Puritans (now known as the Pilgrims) 
set sail aboard the Mayflower from Plymouth, for a new life in America. After a perilous 
journey they landed in what is now Provincetown Harbour, Cape Cod, Massachusetts on 
11th November. They had intended landing in Virginia, but were unable to reach it because of 
heavy seas. 

150 years ago, on 20th September 1870 that Rome was captured. Italian forces defeated the 
Papal States and captured the city of Rome at the end of the wars of Italian Unification. The 
Papal States were dissolved. Rome was annexed, and it became the capital of Italy in 1871. 

125 years ago, on 28th September 1895 that Louis Pasteur died. This French biologist, 
microbiologist and chemist was one of the main founders of the field of medical microbiology. 



Best known for originating the pasteurization of foodstuffs to eliminate micro-organisms that 
cause disease. Pasteur saved the French beer, wine and silk industries and developed vaccines 
against anthrax and rabies. 

65 years ago, on 22nd {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфрр ǘƘŀǘ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭΣ L¢±Σ 
ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘΦ Lǘ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ../Ωǎ ƳƻƴƻǇƻƭȅΦ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŦǊŀƴŎƘƛǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
whole country by 1965. 

60 years ago, on 27th September 1960 that Sylvia Pankhurst, suffragette leader, died.  

50 years ago, on 19th September 1970 that the first Glastonbury Festival was held, at Worthy 
Farm near Pilton, Somerset. About 1,500 people attended (compared to 135,000 today). It 
became an annual event from 1981 anŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƎǊŜŜƴŦƛŜƭŘ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
festival was billed as the Pilton Pop, Blues & Folk Festival. 

40 years ago, on 22nd September 1980 that the Solidarity movement was created in Poland, 
with Lech Walesa as its leader. It was the first independent trade union in the Soviet bloc.  

25 years ago, on 3rd September 1995 that the auction site eBay was founded (as AuctionWeb). 

20 years ago, on 17th September 2000 that Paula Yates, TV presenter (The Tube, The Big 
Breakfast) died of a heroin overdose, aged 41. Wife of the musician Bob Geldof, she was also 
noted for her relationship with the musician Michael Hutchence. She was the daughter of 
Hughie Green, host of the talent show Opportunity Knocks, though she did not discover this 
until late in life. 

15 years ago, on 24th September 2005 that the IRA decommissioned its last remaining 
weapons in front of independent inspectors.                SMH 

 

Did you know the parish of Stockport and Brinnington now has a community support pro-
gramme, with plans to develop projects across our parish in the Autumn?  Would you like 
ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΚ ²ŜΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƛǾŜƭȅΣ enthu-
siastic people of all backgrounds, and across the age range, who are able to give a couple 
of hours either weekly or monthly and who want to make a positive difference...perhaps 
by supporting our work to schools with FRESH (more food donations arrived yesterday), 
or by volunteering in our soon-to-be relaunched donation-only Café or by helping to run 
our social business. ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƭƻǘǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ  

LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΚ tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǊ ǘŜȄǘ лтрпп орлсфнΣ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ  

 



The nights are closing in already (Summer drawing to a close) and who 
knows what kind of Autumn/Winter we can expect, with Covid-19 still  
around.  What we will be able to do, where we will be able to go  still very 
much unknown.   We just have to make the most of an unfortunate 
situation and do the best we can as we have been doing for the past few 
months since the Coronavirus pandemic started. We have certainly not 
been standing still since closing our doors to the public last March even 
if most of us have been (or still are) spending a lot of time at home.  I 

remain at the end of my keyboard  most days, ordering virtually everything I need on-line and 
avoiding gatherings of any type. Although an end of summer break beams brightly in my mind 
ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǎǘŀȅ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜέ ǘǳƴƴŜƭΦ  ²Ŝƭƭ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΗ 

As a Parish we have had a most productive summer,  and taken on board technology with 
Zoom meetings, use of our Facebook pages and recording services and stories on our 
Stockport Parish Pew Tube channel.  We have been able to welcome Jess and Marie to the 
team and undertaken a vital support role within the community ς something that is growing 
from strength to strength. This has certainly been a time of challenge and opportunity to work 
in different ways and to make contact with many that we may not otherwise have been able 
to do  in normal timeǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ άǾƛŜǿǎέ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǎƛǘŜǎΣ ǿŜō-ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻŦ9 ǎƛǘŜ ά! 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ bŜŀǊ ¸ƻǳέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΦ   

!ǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
worship.  All our churches open at some time or another for public worship by mid-August. 
²ŜΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘΦ 

Parish life continues as we work round Covid-19 restrictions/guidelines and plan to open our 
premises for more general use in the coming weeks and hope that many of our hirers will be 
able to return during September/October.  We already have back the Stockport Evangelical 
Church and Brighter Futures Education and Training (term-ǘƛƳŜύ ŀǘ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ƻƴ Iŀƭƭ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ  
{ƭƛƳƳƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƭŘ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ {ǘ [ǳƪŜΩǎ Centre early September and we anticipate 
the sessions ŀǘ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ can start again a little later on.  ²ŜΩƭƭ Řƻ ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 
back as soon as safe and possible to do so.  Rest assured there are a  lot of things  going on 
with our preparations  to returnƛƴƎ ǘƻ άōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭέ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅΦ ²Ŝ 
anticipate that most of September will be spent preparing our premises for more general 
opening ς we need to review social distancing methods, PPE requirements, counter/desk 
screening etc.  It is a definite possibility  that we will be able to re-open/re-launch the café (in 
a new format) during October ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ aŀǊƛŜΩǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ Ǌǳƴ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
month.  We also look forward to a visit by the new Bishop of Chester to the Parish  (parish 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ {ǘ [ǳƪŜΩǎύ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΦ  bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ 
may need to be changed and adjusted as we go long.  

The message remains ς stay well and stay safe ς as we emerge from lockdown and shielding 
with the hope that present restrictions are lifted further and we have no further set-backs 
ǿƛǘƘ /ƻǾƛŘ άǎǇƛƪŜǎέΦ                                                                                                                              SMH 



One thing that we can be doing is putting together our Shoe Box gifts.  Margaret has been in 
contact with the charity (Teams4U) so we are aware now of where various changes to our 
normal plans need to be made.  The following notes are a little lengthy ς apologies for that ς 
but without us distributing leaflets and discussing it in person thought it best to give as much 
information as possible. 

Shoe Box Christmas Gifts 2020 

 

Things will be a little different this year, but we still 

ƛƴǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ά{ƘƻŜ .ƻȄέ ƎƛŦǘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘƻ 

Teams4U for distribution  to a vulnerable child  or family. 

²Ŝ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ƻƴ 

one specific Sunday but will be asking you to bring your 

completed boxes (as and when you can) to {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ  

during October (please check our up-to-date opening times as these are subject 

to amendment as we try to re-open our premises for more general use) and 

leave them in at our drop-off point. We will leave them for 72 hours, in quarantine as 

it were, then remove them to our storage facility ready for taking to the depot. 

Nor this year will we be providing empty shoe boxesΣ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
acquire one yourself that you leave us the contents for a box, label etc.  (in a plastic bag), and 

ǿŜΩƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘΦ 

If you are unable to complete a box then as usual we are more than happy to 

receive items to help us make up a box, and to receive  cash/cheque donations 
(cheques payable to Teams4U).    

²Ŝ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƭŜŀŦƭŜǘǎ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ, but copies are 

available via Margaret Forester if required. 

If you have internet access then everything you need to know is available on the Teams4U 

website: https://teams4u.com/ 

 

What to do: 
 

Step 1.  Find an old shoebox (medium size) 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇƻǇ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎƘƻŜ ǎƘƻǇΦ 

Step 2.  Wrap it with Christmas paper  
Please wrap the box and lid separately. 
 
 

https://teams4u.com/


Step 3.  Fill it with useful gifts 
You can get some inspiration from the list below and watch the Teams4U  Shoebox Guide 
videos on the T4U άYou tubeέ Channel. 

 

Step 4.   Fill in a donation slip and label 
You can download a label  if you have internet access ς or just write a note giving us the rel-
evant details 

BOY   GIRL   HOME BOX 
3-5 years   3-5 years  
6-11 years  6-11 years  
12+ years  12+ years 
 

 

Step 5.  Attach a cheque or some cash 
If you can, please include £2.50 in an envelope and attach to the inside of the shoebox lid. 

 
If you are eligible for gift aid and can download  the form  please complete and tick the box 
on the donation slip to increase your donation to £3.12.  - or you can donate online.   
 
 

 

 

Step 6. Drop off your box  
Close the lid with a rubber band.  Please do not tape the lid shut.  
Leave your box ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ όǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴύ   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8cBhc78ivM&list=PLAI1Jle8u4DzalfFhwppAEgJCES7KcA2R


What to put in your box 
 
Please choose a selection of items from those suggested below ς this is not meant to be an 
exhaustive list (more ideas are available on the T4U website) but please do not include any-
ǘƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ΨbhΩ ƭƛǎǘΦ  
 
 
For boys or girls: 
 
Toothbrush & toothpaste, hair accessories/brush, soap & face cloth, stationery & paper, 
gloves, hat & scarf, new socks/underwear. Please also include: A soft toy, game, puzzle, small 
musical instruments, toy vehicles, small rubber ball/inflatable ball, sweets (use by date from 
March), a photo of yourself.  
 
The Home box:  
Candles, cooking utensils (no knives), plastic containers, t-towels (preferably decorative), 
hairbrush, small toiletries, plastic utensils, bowls & cups, small Christmas decoration, small 
decorative item, soap, washing up cloths, clothes pegs, headscarves, new socks/underwear, 
jewellery, make-up.  
 
Please DO NOT include:  
Food (only exception is sweets), medicines, military themed items (such as toy soldiers/tanks/ 
guns), aerosols or anything highly flammable, sharp items, novels.  
Please ensure all items are in good condition and undamaged.  
 
All shoeboxes are checked before leaving the UK and any unsuitable items will be removed. 
Sometimes a shoe box may need to be changed to meet packaging requirements.   
 
 

 
The Cooke family originated the idŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
{ƘƻŜōƻȄΩΣ ōȅ asking children in the UK to fill shoeboxes 
with stocking fillers for Romanian orphans.   In 2015, they 
celebrated the 25th Anniversary by returning to Cluj-Na-
poca, Romania.   Here we are in 2020 and the current 
need is still extraordinary and the power of the shoebox 
has never faded.  T4U undertake various projects, the 

άǎƘƻŜ ōƻȄέ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΦ  ¸ƻǳǊ ǎƘƻŜ ōƻȄ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ 
Europe where T4U teams will take boxes into schools, nurseries, hospitals, day centres and 
even door to door to the poorest communities living on the fringes of society.  
Please be a part of this ongoing story that is continuing to impact and change lives by donating 
ŀ ǎƘƻŜōƻȄ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀƭΗ 

Thank You                               SMH (on behalf of Margaret Forster)
       



Wordsearch Clues & Answers  

The Church gives thanks for angels 

in September: the 29th is the feast 

day of Michael and All Angels. Since 

the days of Genesis, these 

messengers of God have been sent 

many times to intervene for the 

good in human affairs. Angels 

guarded the Garden of Eden, they 

led Lot away from Gomorrah, they 

helped Gideon, they stopped 

Balaam, they closed the mouths of 

lions for Daniel, and, most 

important, the archangel Gabriel 

was sent to tell Mary that she would 

mother the Messiah. Angels sat in 

the empty tomb of Jesus, and told of 

His Resurrection. Revelation is 

teaming with angels, sent on all 

sorts of missions by God in the last 

times. Today, many Christians in the 

worlŘΩǎ Ƙƻǘ ǎǇƻǘǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƘŀŘ 

angels help them when in mortal 

danger.  

 

Thanks  Angels  Church  Feast  Michael  All 

Genesis Messengers God  Sent  Intervene    Garden 

Eden  Lot  Gideon  Balaam Mouths  Lions 

Daniel  Archangel Gabriel  Mary   

Mother Teaming 

Revelation danger   

 

 

 

 

 



Bring back our hedgerows  

!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƭƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜΚ   ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŦŀǊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ 

some lovely walks,  some   through woodland and beside rivers and canals.  We may not live 

surrounded by fields and farmland ς not many of us anyway ς but we can all appreciate what 

ƛǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ Ƙƻǿ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǇŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƎǊƻǿ άǿƛƭŘέ ŀǎ ƛǘ 

were. 

We need our hedgerows back ς ǳǊƎŜƴǘƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ΨƴŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ǘƻƻƭōƻȄΩ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳs reduce 
our carbon emissions. 

That was the recent message from the CPRE countryside charity which points out that there 
were twice as many hedges in England before the Second World War.  Since then thousands 
of kilometres of hedges have been ripped up to make way for new housing and motorways, 
and to merge and enlarge fields. 

The 2007 UK Countryside Survey found that there were 600,000 kilometres of managed and 
unmanaged hedgerows in the UK, with the vast majority of them in England. 

This was a significant decline on the same survey from 1984, when there were about 680,000 
kilometres of hedges across Great Britain. That is a reduction of 80,000 kilometres, or 50,000 
miles. To put that another way, we have ripped out about 57,000 times the entire length of 
Britain (874 miles). 

bƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /tw9Ωǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ Greener, better, faster: countryside solutions to the 
climate emergency and for a green recovery, calls for millions of pounds to be spent on new 
ƘŜŘƎŜǎΦ Lǘ ǎŀȅǎΥ ά.ȅ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŘƎerow, restoring peatlands and moving 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ǘƻƻƭōƻȄ ǘƻ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ 
ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ ƎŀǎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǊŜǾƛǘŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦέ 

 

 

Have you children at home? 

Watch our Facebook pages and Stockport Parish Pew Tube for stories with 

Marie and some of her puppet friends ς  perhaps some of you already  

recognise Peter, Tommy and Niomi 

Did you take part in our 

Holiday Club at Home  ς with Jess and Marie? 

Feedback and 

comments most welcome. 


