ANJALI 2013: DURGA PulA MAGAZINE
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Dear Friends:

For last six yeaws, the greater Binghamton Bengoli conmumunity has
been organizing Duwrga Pujov celebration. It iy encouwraging to- note
that the celebrationw iy gathering momentun every yeowr witiv the
support from our comumunities inv Binghamton and nearby towns in
NY and PA. Withv generous support from owr members; we have beew
ivspired to- move forwawrd withv this event onw a sustainable and
growing pativ

We thank all the volunteers for their inwolvement inv planing and
execution of this event. We keenly look forward to- yowr participation
in 2013 Durga Pujov celebration on October 5 and 6. The event is
enhanced withv o variety of cultwal programs. The Greater
Binghamtor Bengali Commmumunity Durga Pujo committee inwites yoww
to- share the joy and happiness of this festive time and offers warmy
‘Sharodiyw greetings to-all of yow and youwr foumily.

Sincerely

2013 Durgo Pujov Commitiee

Greater Binghamton Bengali Association
heep://www.binghamtonpuja.org/
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By Aditya Banerjee
Durga Pooja, Binghamton 2013
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Morning buddy.

8, Hi Jasonl AaFp @ ITNT (Mo,
campus-cafeteria-§ (GIIFG|

Hummm, | see, you started eating some of
our foods now, (MeE@d M (GIF-5T

(6 fate fate Fe7e Jason| Have you got

any test or quiz today?
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QLI EEG
fECTBT, usa

Yup, P.Chem in the morning and Calc-ll
after lunch. 1 am not ready for either one.

Why man? Usually you are so prepared!
Scrambled egg-a fork BIEI0® BIFI® I

Jason|

Not today,

(MO |

AFL AN CTIATET

Hmmm, home sick?

No. Actually....., actually | would not know
anything about being home sick. | sort of
wanted to run away from my home. And
here | am, exactly on the opposite side of

the globe. AaFGT AIEAN (WG Fo

(Mo |

Well, that makes two of us then. (T 39

T 2166l FIMSE f@e Jason, hand-shake-
AT &S|

two and | grew up watching them fight all

My parents divorced when | was

my life, over me and by using me. | just
wanted to get away from BOTH of them, as
far as | could. That’s why | chose lowa for
college, although they wanted me to stay

close to them in California.

My parents are not divorced. They would

not know anything about ‘divorce’. My



mom died when | was in 6" grade. | just
wanted to run away ever since.

| am sorry to hear that. By the way, are you
ready for tonight? It's Halloween Friday
today, you know. You must put on a
costume. And who knows, you may get

‘lucky’ tonight, INSTEAD of getting candy.
IE WE GF A GRET =G IO
TG Jason. | know that you like Diana, 3T
(B1GT (@ 991 8. Have you asked her

Okay, |
| will catch you later, at lunch

out yet? Tonight is your chance!
better go.
perhaps?
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See you Jason.
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EHET (o9 9l Al size-ad
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pumpkin 1 SIEE A8 I
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Mol?  (FE6R 9 @RIl oI @ &
BT AN (0T AS-9F W@r? Al
QR pumpkin-(F @ aer & & 97
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Cfvel [T V(e (T aF  JET

o  JFE TFGIE TRH@  “pumpkin”
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Illustrated by Maya Sarkar
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@FF? AN AfF AFE T air-4
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How do | look “SBR"?  TRT® ®IGE, =

ﬁgf?l@ cross @ BT FIA Dianal |
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P} AF NI AF6T

am a witch tonight.

PAfF-TF (@ T4

8 f& it fife Tm? [ FEN T8
NN 33 o @ @RI IR A
3fF I I TF®? ©R[_© ©[©

Diana-F A3 FI®R & a9 (STTeH|

Do you have anything like this in India?

Not really. TGN, FE FIH SFEI
AN, AF OT-AF T Fe AT qR
I A TGEN (Meed, FF 5%
@RIE T[E o I Fg I a1 3|

fSTE1 (AR a3} Mo @F IR
e Fo @E?  AF6I (MGG EF (@Y
271 (O BIEGI AR FH AR
Snow shovel 909 X(d, on-campus job-4F
471 Homework-B A1 ¥ T FH0
[E 934...

“SGR”, would you like to come to my

room upstairs?

May be some other time, SEFGS AW
JIE (Mo |

Come on. It’s Friday night. Let’s enjoy.

No, | mean.... actually..... | have to work in a
couple of hours. | have to shovel snow at 4.
@9 @S ©F ©F PO Tl

(Mo |

Come on “SGR”, | really mean it. I 3
T @6l AMEE 9 Diana. Let’s have a

couple of beer before you need to go to



work. Besides, | have a surprise for you, |
think.

fie fIfve Py @ Diana-F IOIET
OO HF9 (Mewl Iz, fF F77!

Shhhh, carfew hours is in effect, @i 3t
Wed  ©FEl  AeTel R @
Dianal TR T VR S @@
dorm-93 (WGAd women’s floor-4 S
At 3471 Hallway-(® (G119 double-
door-b1 (3(e (FIte FMEI HWGT &b
(FME FANA blot (FNE AT (Mo
ATST SIAN R 21S...

019 IM8I® AN® Diana-F 59 (A& ?
TV-3?
U@ asme aBNMe N @ (NeEd|
& ared, o @ a 3T 8 @
AR (P TFOH?

Hallway-(® Diana-d room-3a%

Baby please open the door, it’'s me, whisper
(RFIE WF9[F FIR N (¥ J99 Diana.

FIEN NG N FEN tie TA A6
(T wES YA(©2 Diana NI TG

87 JFA 3°F|

Baby, remember, | told you? Please meet
my ‘Indian friend’ “SE1” |

He is such a

sweetheart. He said that he would make

me chicken curry some time. | absolutely
adore him. Can you imagine they gave him
a job to shovel snow? Poor thing just came

from tropical part of India!
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Oh, | am so sorry, “8- 8b¥?” UISIF
YA UC@R OF Te6l IMGE  Fee
(6T, hand-shake-9F S|

“SEI”, please meet my boyfriend “Ken”,
e fAq (FWF =T I Diana. He came

all the way from Nebraska, to spend the

Halloween weekend with me. Isn’t that

sweet?

THE, T, PR OEN ARKie I
TS feel F9 (el 98 (FIHT
A fA@E ! (FEIIET Ken-97 S
361 hand-shake & (AT 997 Diana-
g H9 (A& 9OEFT9 (S ST (ST
snow shovel 09| 9% FST snow
shovel ¥ Taf 89 JTHN-FTS AT
JOMETS] (T AFAMER AT T7 T FY
R AT AT (SMeEd|  (GF (CT, I3
YfeFT snow shovel FIE AT

FF GOIE AT feel (FIRG TR o7 3]

AET TGRS A ADEAT GOSN

“sTTGR3”, you better go home.  4FF

3030: IJE (9 Miles, maintenance
team-a9 supervisor (IIFGTI | don't feel

safe for you to work here right now. You
are freezing. Do you have snow-coat and

snow-boot? You will need them to work

here. Let me know if you need any help, |

may have some extra pairs that may fit you.

FEEFE G®  bee
IJBCG] 4@ (B dorm-4 (ZFw A

campus-a9
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Poems
Sushma Madduri

Life has gifted us with a few exotic things..
[t's a mystery to wait to see what each of it brings!!
Some of them are longing memories from the
past..

While others are momentary sparkles that last !

A dull winter garden shall be filled with
flowets..

When spring sets in with vivid colors!!

A lonely journey wouldn't last long..

When a bright friendly smile comes along!!
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Did the moon seem bigger today ?
Or did a nourishing scent lead your
way’?

Certain things are beautiful as untold
and unseen..

Yet exploring is irresistible,

the mind is so keen!!

Interesting things often happen..

When you dare to step out of your mind’s den!!
And it is nothing strange..

But 3 nature’s way to engage!!

[n an experience that can only be felt..

Like an after-taste from 3 chocolate melt!!
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My (Dream) Band

Written By: Aaditya Saha (9 years)
When you hear my boy’s band play their tune,

You’ll feel like you are on the moon.

L With all the songs the kids will play,

boys band You’ll feel the need to stay.
And hear the magical music that flies in the air.
My band can sooth anybody - even the President
It is good for everyone, from a Prime Minister to a resident.
Once you hear the symphony play.
You will have a wonderful day.

And if you hear us for a while,

You feel like you are floating down the Nile,
It is a cure for a back that is sore.
When you hear it,

I am sure you will want more.

It is as good as the waves crashing the shore.
It is as good as a person with a good core.
It is as good as the moon in the night.

It is as good as the sun so bright.

And when it’s all over

You will start to cry.

You will start to sigh.

You will feel mad.
You will feel sad.

And just wish that it went on and on.
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Bangladesh and the Civil War of 1971:
A firsthand account

Writing about a civil war is a challenge
especially when it happened many decades
ago. We often rely upon firsthand accounts
from local people who were forced into the
war intentionally or  unintentionally.
Today’s robust social media, which thrives
on instant sharing, has not always been
around. . There are many complex aspects of
a civil war. Here, 1 will highlight some of it
based on my personal involvement of
Bangladesh liberation movement from the
beginning to the finish (March, 1971 to
December, 1971). In summary, the costs of
liberation were many:

e The torture and Killing of 3 million
people at the hands of the Pakistani
military

e The creation of over 10 million
refugees in India

e The rape of thousands of women and
girls

e The creation of thousands of orphans

e The malnutrition of young children
displaced by fighting

For readers of history, it is always
interesting to understand all of the wonders
of a country’s birth. For the writer, it is
important to present the facts as accurately
as possible. Here, a historical perspective of
a new country (Bangladesh) will be
described. It is the account of one
individual’s  struggle to survive, but
thousands of additional perspectives exist.
The official accounts of the civil war, while
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helpful in conveying the overall order of
events, do not always capture the day to day
details that these accounts provide. It is
almost equivalent to Holocaust of the second
world war.
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unfortunately, none faced the international
war crime. There are over 200 countries in
the world, but United Nations (UN)
recognizes only 192 countries and the U.S.
recognizes 194 countries. According to the
2008 World Almanac, Montenegro and
Serbia are the newest of them. In 2011,
South Sudan declared itself an independent
country. It was the result of a long civil war
between south and north of Sudan that lasted
over sSix years.

In 1971 Bangladesh was experiencing a
similar conflict, and a new country formed
after over one year of civil disobedience and
9 months of civil war, ending 23 years of
dictatorial military rule. The country had
been called East Pakistan since the partition



of India in 1947 under British rule. Later, it
was a province under Pakistan but thousands
of miles apart, India lying in between.
Pakistan had been ruled by a military
dictator for many years before this civil war.
There had been coup after coup by the
military generals causing widespread
suffering and economic problems in the
country. The people of East Pakistan were
diverse and spoke different languages. In
addition, 40% of the population consisted of
minority populations, mostly Hindus. The
people of East Pakistan were, in general,
educated and progressive, both socially and
politically. In 1969, due to popular demand,
the military ruler attempted to introduce
elements of democracy. They conducted a
fair election and the people of East Pakistan
won a mandate to establish the infrastructure
of a democratic country under its leader, Mr.
Sheikh  Mujibur Rahman (head of the
Awami League, a political party). The
military, however, did not appear ready to
hand over power, and they viewed Mr.
Rahman as a traitor working with India.
There may be many reasons for civil war:
differences in religion, race, ethnicity, or
language; resistance to the oppression of a
dictator; an unequal distribution of wealth; a
perceived lack of representation in the
national government; or a combination of
the above. In the case of Bangladesh, it was
a combination of language (exemplified by
the 1952 Bhasha Andolan, or language
movement) and racial and cultural
differences that had been brewing during the
years since partition. In addition, the
Pakistani military seemed to promote a
hatred of Hindus and of India. They tried to
convince Muslims that Hindus were Indian
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agents and that the long term stability of
Bangladesh would be compromised if
Hindus remained in Bangladesh. They
spread the religious doctrine that it is the
people’s moral responsibility to force
Hindus either to convert to Islam or to suffer
forfeiture of their lands (exemplified by the
Enemy Property Act).

After the 1969 election, two major political
philosophies developed, because Mr. Z.A.
Bhutto won in West Pakistan (representing
an Urdu speaking population) and Mr.
Rahman won in East Pakistan (Bengali
speaking population); of note, Mr. Rahman
received more votes overall, given that the
Bengali speaking population was larger. Mr.
Bhutto convinced the military that East
Pakistanis could not be trusted and that
power had to be shared. The military tried to
negotiate with Mr. Rahman ton a
mechanism of sharing power with the West.
The negotiation was widely perceived as
insincere and the process took over a year
and people organized civil disobedience. In
the meantime, East Pakistan had become a
military state by any standard, with the help
of radical Muslims and an influx of over
90,000 soldiers from West Pakistan.
Adamant not to hand over power, the
military started a violent assault on its
country’s own people (Bengalis) starting on
March 25, 1971. The military’s first targets
were intellectuals (professors, teachers,
lawyers, doctors, and Hindu officials),
followed by Hindus, and finally random
citizens, a ploy to scare people into
submission. Many Bengali regiments,
unwilling to kill their own people, formed a
rival group and attempted to overthrow the



West Pakistani military rulers. In the
process, over 3 million people were killed
and over 10 million became refugees (70%
were Hindus) in India. There was complete
chaos in the country because the government
could not function at all during the nine
months of civil war. Because financial
institutions ceased to function, government
and corporate employees were not paid
salaries, and this economic shutdown
exacerbated the problems already facing
citizens.

There are many horrific survival stories
from the civil war. One such story will be
told here. I now live in North Carolina, but
at the time | was a government engineer at
Kaptai Hydro-electric dam in Chittagong
Hill Tract, a district in East Pakistan. Kaptai
Dam used to supply 80% of Bangladesh’s
electric needs. | was a young and idealistic
engineer (having graduated in 1967) who
feared for his safety during the civil
disobedience. Luckily, Kaptai was far from
the military headquarters, giving me and my
colleagues some breathing room
immediately following the initial military
crackdown. | was very concerned for my
family (who lived miles away from me) and
decided to join the rival group, as did the
majority of the population of East Pakistan.
Instead of fighting the army in direct
combat, | decided to help those who were
displaced from their homes due to what had
become routine atrocities committed by
uniformed officers (the looting, burning,
raping, and Killing of innocent farmers). I
left the office with one small bag, one
change of clothes, a camera, and a notebook.
| wanted to record all events, no matter how
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seemingly insignificant. Unfortunately, half-
way through my journey these items were
confiscated by Muslim collaborators (called
Razakars or Jamaite-Islamists) while | fled
for my life one afternoon. At that time,
there was no social media available for
instant communication, making it difficult to
spread word of the conflict. All
communication was carried out by foot
messengers. | lived in the jungle with one
lungi (underwear) and one ganzi (undershirt)
for six months while organizing local camps
to feed people, offer shelter, and transport
people to Indian refugee camps. We could
only regroup during the night and had to
disperse during the day. We could only
afford one meal (one piece of bread or one
cup of rice and a small amount of lentils) a
day, mostly early in the morning before
sunrise. We had to depend on locally grown
vegetables and fruits, all uncooked, for the
rest of the day. Ironically, we looted houses
of Razakars and Jamaite- Islamists at night
for food while they looted us during the day.
Taking leadership of these camps was a
risky venture, because the many young
daughters, wives and elderly who had fled
their homes arrived with a dangerous
amount of money, gold and jewelry.
Initially, these items helped feed the
refugees. Unfortunately, all high-valued
currencies were soon banned by the ruling
military, and gold could no longer be
exchanged for food. | sometimes had to
post as a Christian wearing a cross around
my neck, and at other times | posed as a
Muslim with a long beard to avoid capture
as a local rival by the military or by the
Razakar. This continued over six months
until  India finally recognized the



Bangladeshi movement and provided
material support to overthrow the corrupt
military government. At this time | joined
the Bangladesh government in exile (No. 8
theater road in Kolkata). To do that | had to
walk over 7 to 10 days and risk being fired
upon while crossing the border. | was joined
by many others. It was a scene to be
remembered — the cattle-like flow of people
walking through rain, mud and bushes, with
little more than the tattered clothes on our
backs.

India finally declared war with Pakistan on
the seventh of December, 1971. Bangladesh
was liberated on the sixteenth of December,
1971 ending the suffering of millions. All
90,000 Pakistani soldiers surrendered to the
Indian military. India was the first country to
recognize Bangladesh officially, and Canada
was the second country. That is how | came
to Canada for my higher studies. | am now
a successful entrepreneur, having retired
from a career as a telecommunications
engineer several years ago. The U.S. was
one of the last countries to recognize
Bangladesh. In fact, it was the Nixon-
Kissinger policies favoring China and
Pakistan that caused the initial delay in
India’s recognition of Bangladesh as a state,
because they had placed pressure on then

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi’s
administration not to declare war
immediately. During this time, | did not
know whether my parents and relatives were
alive, and | had no way of informing them of
my status. For nine months, postal,
telephone and telegraph services were
unavailable to the general public. These
resources were available only for military
purposes. Words cannot express the feeling
of relief | experienced when | returned to my
home town in Bangladesh and found that my
parents were alive. It was an emotional and
happy reunion for me and my family but
was not for many others. The founding
father of Bangladesh was killed in 1975 by a
military coup, and Bangladesh fell, again,
under military rule for many years — this
time by the Bengali military. Democracy has
now been restored amidst intermittent
violence and instability. Only time will tell
whether the sacrifice of millions during the
civil war will have a lasting impact and
change the trajectory of the country.
Bangladesh is still under cease by radicals
(fundamental Muslims). Some articles of the
secular and progressive constitution have
been replaced with Islamic connotations and
Enemy Property Act has not yet fully
repealed.
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Mango Dump Cake

This is an easy to make cake, just
involves “dumping” the ingredients in layers and
making sure the layers are evenly spread out.
Ingredients:

1 pack white cake mix

1 cup sugar (you can add a little extra if
mangoes are not too sweet)

1 cup water

Y4 cup oil

6 0z pack of mango jello (available in Indian
stores)

3 medium ripe mangoes, diced

Take a 13x9 baking pan, spread the
mangoes at the bottom of the pan. Then sprinkle
the dry jello pack over the mangoes and follow

.. with the sugar and the
S0k dry cake mix. Now
% - 3 pour the oil and then
= ‘© ® the water over the dry
@ @ ° . ingredients. The cake
© 2 o is ready for baking.
Vnranannann”

Place the pan ina 350
degree oven and bake
for 30-40 minutes till the bottom liquid layers
start bubbling and the top turns slightly brown in
spots. Cool and serve.

Sudipta Chatterjee

Lau er khosa bhaja

If you buy a lau with a clean green
healthy looking skin, don’t throw the skin away.
The khosa makes an excellent dry curry.
Ingredients:
Lau er khosa (green part only), cut into thin
strips
Phoron: kalajeera, mustard seeds and green
chilies
Potatoes, 1 cubes
Bori
Roasted jeera-lanka powder
Posto seeds
Sugar, salt, haldi

Fry the potatoes and bori, separately and
keep aside. Then add the phoron to the oil and
once the mustard seeds have spluttered, add the
khosa and saute with salt and haldi. When the
lau er khosa is almost done, add back the
potatoes and bori. Cook for a few minutes and
then add some dry posto seeds, some jeera lanka
powder and sugar. The khosa bhaja is ready.
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The Evolution of Durga Puja

Durga Puja - the ceremonial worship of the
mother goddess is one of the most important
festivals of Bengal and India. Apart from being a
religious festival for the Hindus, it is also an
occasion for reunion and rejuvenation, and a
celebration of traditional culture and customs.
While the rituals entails ten days of fast, feast
and worship, the last four days - Saptami,
Ashtami, Navami and Dashami - are celebrated
with much gaiety and grandeur in India and
abroad, especially in Bengal, where the ten-
armed goddess riding the lion is worshipped
with great passion and devotion.

Rama's 'Akal Bodhan'-Mythology

Durga Puja is celebrated every year in
the Hindu month of Ashwin (September-
October) and commemorates Lord Rama’s
invocation of the goddess before going to war
with the demon king Ravana. This autumnal
ritual was different from the conventional Durga
Puja, which is usually
celebrated in the
springtime. So, this Puja
is also known as ‘akal-
bodhan' or  out-of-
season (‘akal) worship
(‘bodhan"). Thus the
story of Lord Rama is
ceremoniously repeated,
he who first worshipped
the 'Mahishasura Mardini' or the slayer of the
buffalo-demon, by offering 108 blue lotuses and
lighting 108 lamps, at this time of the year.

Celebration of the First Durga Puja in Bengal

The exact beginnings of the First Durga Puja
celebrations are disputed. The first grand
worship of Goddess Durga in recorded history is
said to have been celebrated in the late 1500s.
Folklores say the landlords or zamindars of
Dinajpur and Malda initiated the first Durga
Puja in Bengal. According to another source,
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Dilip Hari

Raja  Kangshanarayan of  Taherpur or
Bhabananda Mazumdar of Nadiya organized the
first Sharadiya or Autumn Durga Puja in Bengal
in 1606.

The 'Baro-Yaari' Puja and Beginning of Mass
Celebration

The origin of the community puja can be
credited to the twelve friends of Guptipara in
Hoogly, West Bengal, who collaborated and
collected contributions from local residents to
conduct the first community puja called the
‘baro-yaari* puja in
1790. The baro-yaari
puja was brought to
Kolkata in 1832 by Raja

Harinath of
Cossimbazar, who
performed the Durga

Puja at his ancestral
home in Murshidabad from 1824 to 1831.
Somendra Chandra Nandy; 'Durga Puja: A
Rational Approach' published in The Statesman
Festival, 1991.

Origin of 'Sarbajanin
Community Celebration

"The baro-yaari puja gave way to the sarbajanin
or the community puja as we know it now, in
1910, when the Sanatan Dharmotsahini Sabha
organized the first puja of this kind in Baghbazar
in Kolkata with full public contribution, control
and participation. Now the dominant mode of
Bengali Durga Puja is the 'public' version," M.
D. Muthukumaraswamy and Molly Kaushal in
Folklore, Public Sphere, and Civil Society. The
institution of the community Durga Puja in the
18th and the 19th century Bengal, contributed

Durga Puja' or
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vigorously to the development of Hindu-Bengali
culture.

Evolution of the 'Pratima’ and the 'Pandal’

The traditional icon of the goddess worshiped
during the Durga Puja is in line with the
iconography delineated in the scriptures. In
Durga, the Gods bestowed their powers to co-
create a beautiful goddess with ten arms, each
carrying their most lethal weapon. The tableau
of Durga also features her four children -
Kartikeya, Ganesha, Saraswati and Lakshmi.

The huge temporary canopies - held by a
framework of bamboo poles and draped with
colorful fabric - that house the icons are called
‘pandals’. Modern pandals are innovative, artistic
and decorative at the same time, offering a
visual spectacle for the numerous visitors who
go 'pandal-hopping' during the four days of
Durga Puja.

Durga Puja is celebrated all over India
and at this time Durga Puja is celebrated by the
Indian diaspora residing in different parts of the
world. It is also celebrated in regions and by
people that are culturally and historically distinct
from India.

British Involvement in Durga Puja
The aforementioned
research paper further
indicates that "high
level British officials
regularly attended
Durga Pujas organized
by influential
Bengalis, where
British soldiers would participate in the pujas,
have prasad and even salute the deity. But 'the
most amazing act of worship was performed by
the East India Company itself: in 1765 it offered
a thanksgiving Puja, no doubt as a political act
to appease its Hindu subjects, on obtaining the
Diwani of Bengal'. Sukanta Chaudhuri, ed.
Calcutta: the Living City, Vol. 1: The Past. It is
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reported that even the Company Auditor-
General John Chips organized Durga Puja at his
Birbhum office. In fact, the full official
participation of the British in the Durga Pujas
continued till 1840, when a law was
promulgated by the government banning any
further participation.”

Durga Puja in Delhi

In 1911, with the shift of the capital of British
India to Delhi, many Bengalis migrated to the
city to work in government offices. The first
Durga Puja in Delhi was performed by ritually
consecrating the ‘'mangal kalash,’ which
symbolized the deity. This Durga Puja, which
celebrated its centennial in 2009, is also known
as the Kashmere Gate Durga Puja, which is
currently organized by the Delhi Durga Puja
Samiti on the lawns of Bengali Senior
Secondary School, Alipur Road, Delhi.

United Kingdom

Bengalis from the state of
West Bengal, migrated to the
UK starting in the early
1960s and contributed as
doctors, engineers  and
skilled work force. They
brought with them Ma
Durga, and today Durga Puja
is celebrated all over UK with much gusto and
enthusiasm. From north of UK, to South there
are scores of Durga Puja, and these 4/5 days
makes one feel part of West Bengal. The
celebration includes not only the Bengalis but
many other Hindus as well. During the same
period, the Gujarati community also celebrates 9
nights of Puja (Goddesses Ambe, similar to
Goddesses Durga) and famous Gurba
community dance, culminating in to Dashera
festival.

Amongst the noteworthy Pujas in London,
London Sharad Utsav Puja hosted at Ealing
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Town Hall has attracted London's many

Bengalis to their well organized -cultural
programs by renowned artists, and their
impressive food arrangements.

In 2011 they organized what they called the
Global Durga Puja, whereby they showed live,
the Durga Pujas of Kolkata directly at their
Venue, much to the amazement and excitement
of the Visitors to their Puja. They also organize
the Kumari Puja, which is the ritual of
worshipping a small girl as Devi Durga. Another
traditional Durga Puja is held in Cardiff by
Wales Puja committee. They have been doing
Puja for 39 years and have twice commissioned
Image making in Cardiff ( 2002 & 2009) by the
craftsmen from Burdhwan & Midnapore, West
Bengal making complete Durga Protima crafted
in UK.

China

In 2004, a group of Indians residing in China
came together and organized Durga puja in
Shanghai. Since then it has become an annual
affair and has got bigger with active
participation from the Indian expat and the
Chinese community. The idol of Ma Durga has
been brought in from Kumartuli, West Bengal.
Every year purohit (priest) from India is flown
in to perform the puja. Elaborate decorations are
done at the venue to give it a very distinct look
of a pandal interior. Men, women and children
turn up in traditional Indian dress at the event.
Dhaks are played and Dhunuchi dances are
performed. Bhog is served to all guests.

The evenings are occupied with community
cultural programs and performances from
visiting overseas artist. The event receives a fair
bit of support from personal and corporate
sponsors.

Middle East

In Muscat, Bongiyo Parishad (Bengali
Association of Muscat) celebrates Durga Puja
with Bhog distribution (Astomi & Navami) and
Anjali in the Shiva Temple. Vijaya sammilani
(cultural programs on the event of Vijaya
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Dashami/ Dussehra) is also a part of this
celebration. Hundreds of Bengalis and others are
found to enjoy these days here. Traditional
"Dhak" is not played here; but these days,
recorded beats of "Dhak"™ add a separate
dimension to the beats of the devotees' hearts.

Nepal

Dussehra in Nepal is called Dashain. As it is
chiefly a Hindu nation, the pattern and dates of
the festivals coincide with those of India. The
King of Nepal plays a key role in the festivities,
particularly during Saptami or the Seventh day
of the pujas. Despite the overthrow of the
monarchy in Nepal, the Royal Family still has a
significant cultural role in the nation.

United States, Canada, Europe and Australia

Durga Puja is organized by communities of
Indians in the United States, Canada, Europe,
and Australia. Although pandals are not
constructed, the idols are flown in from Kolkata.
The desire by the diaspora peoples to keep in
touch with their cultural ties has led to a boom in

religious tourism, as well as learning from
priests or purohits versed in the rites. In 2006,
the Durga idol was immersed in the Thames
river for the festival held in London and this has
since developed into an annual tradition.

In the United States the pujas are often hosted
during the weekends with few exceptions. The
puja weekends are a time for Bengali friends and
family to gather together to spend the weekend
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savoring and immersing themselves in Bengali
culture. Cultural programs are held; a
cornucopia of Bengali food is consumed; stalls
are adorned with ethnic clothes, jewelry, books
and music and there is a general atmosphere of
festivity and merriment.

In Canada, Durga Puja is celebrated in a number
of cities, the biggest event being in Toronto Kali
Bari (the only permanent Kali Temple in North
America). Besides this, Durga Puja is also
performed in other locations in Greater Toronto
area including Etobicoke (Prabashi) and Bharat
Sevasram Sangha.

In Australia, the major Durga Puja festivals are
held in Sydney and Melbourne. They are also
held in grand fashion in Perth, the capital of
Western Australia. Bhog Distribution, Cultural
Programs, anjali and dhunuchi naach are the
main events. BANSW and BPCSV were the
main organizers in Sydney and Melbourne
respectively.

In Germany several Durga Pujas are celebrated
along with Bhog distribution and Anjali in
Bremen, Berlin (an over 40 years old puja),
Frankfurt (Main), Hamburg, Koéln (Cologne),
Stuttgart and Munich (Minchen).

South East Asia

In Malaysia and Singapore, the Malaysian
Bengali Association and the Bengali Association
of Singapore celebrate Durga Puja with Bhog

distribution and Anjali along with cultural
programs every year.

East Africa

In conclusion, let me touch upon the celebration
of Durga Puja in East Africa where | had myself
lived and actively participated in the festival.

In Nairobi, Kenya Durga Puja is celebrated in a
big way where | had the privilege of taking
active part in organizing the puja. Originally, a
few Bengali families who came to Kenya with
British railway project started to perform Durga
Puja in Nairobi. Later, a formal Bengali
Association  was launched who  started
celebrating the Puja in Maharashtra Mandal with
the idol of Maa Durga brought from India. Every
Puja day, Prasad and fest is provided and in the
evenings cultural programs are held. Of late, a
separate group of Bengalis comprising mostly of
expatriates community started another Durga
Puja in a temple in Parklands area with a lot of
enthusiasm and fanfare.

In Kampala, the Bengali Association of Uganda
(BAU) celebrates Durga Puja every year with a
lot of zeal. BAU is a non-profit organization
under the umbrella of Indian Association of
Uganda and its mission is to promote a
harmonious blend of our diverse culture and rich
values.

In Dar-Es-Salam, Tanzania Bango Sangho
organizes Durga Puja and every Bengali, in fact
all Hindus rejoice in Puja celebrations with
devotion and decisive jubilation. Bango Sangho
is a 36 year old organization and a shelter for
every Bengali living in Tanzania.
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Greater Binghamton Bengali Association: 2013

Committees Participating Members

Finance Utpal Roychowdhury, Dilip Hari, Sambit Saha, Pranab Datta, Samir Biswas.

Pubilicity Utpal Roychowdhury, Pranab Datta, Dilip Hari, Samir Biswas, Ashim Datta, Parveen
Paul, Sambit Saha, Aniruddha Banerjee, Manas Chatterji.

Fuja Website Anju Sharma.

Puja Magazine Pradipta Chatterji, Utpal Roychowdhury, Sheema Roychowdhury, Parveen Paul.

Puja Aycjon Amol Banerjee (Priest), Aniruddha Banerjee, Vaswati Biswas, Damayanti Ghosh, Sheema
Roychowdhury, Sanjukta Nad, Pradipta Chatterji, Anasua Datta, Anju Sharma, Abha
Banerjee, Maitrayee Ganguly,

Prasad & Bheg Vaswati Biswas, Subol Kumbhakar, Pradipta Chatterji, Sheema Roychowdhury,
Damayanti Ghosh, Sanjukta Nad.

Decoration Damayanti Ghosh, Anika Kumbhakar, Ishika Kumbhakar, Anju Sharma, Vaswati Biswas

Lunch & Dinner Dilip Hari, Subal Kumbhakar, Samir Biswas, Ashim Datta.

Pratima Tuansfer Sambit Saha, Subal Kumbhakar, Samir Biswas, Rabin Das.

Local (utist Cultural | Balvikaas Group, Ruby Biswas.

Prnogram

Jnuited Wutist Dilip Hari, Sambit Saha, Aniruddha Banerjee, Rabin Das.

Cultural Program

Audio Visual Setup & Sambit Saha, Bijoy Datta, Aniruddha Banerjee, Rabin Das..

Stage Management

Fall management Samir Biswas, Sambit Saha, Dilip Hari, Sheema Roychowdhury, Anju Sharma,
Maitrayee Ganguly.

Reception Utpal Roychowdhury, Samir Biswas, Sambit Saha.

Cross Functional Utpal Roychowdhury, Sambit Saha, Pranab Datta, Dilip Hari, Samir Biswas, Subal

Coardination Kumbhakar.

Patwens Arindam Purakayastha, Manas Chatterji, Kanad & Indrani Ghosh, Subimal & Sudipta

Chatterjee, Hiren & Dipali Banerjee, Sumit & Sudeshna Ray, Lopamudra & Subasit
Acharaya, Raman & Shasi Daga, Natwar Pareek.
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Greater Binghamton Bengali Association: 2013

Programs:

Saturday, Oct 5, 2013:

8:00 AM - 12:30 PM Puja (Pushpanjali at 12:15 PM)
12:30 PM - 1.30 PM Prasad + Vegetarian Lunch
1:30 PM - 2:00 PM Dashami Puja + Pushpanjali + Bisharjan
2:00 PM — 2:30 PM Sindoor Utsab + Bijoya + Dhak
2:30 PM - 4:00 PM Break
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ‘Mahishasur- mardini’ Presented by Baalavikas Youth Group
5:05 PM - 5:35 PM Sandhya Aarti
5:45 PM - 7:45 PM Musical Potpourri by Invited Artists,

Kedar Naphade, Kanika Pandey & Dibyarka Chatterjee
(Hindusthani & Karnataki, Classical, Semi-Classical, Modern)

7:45 PM

8:45 PM Vegetarian Dinner

9:00 PM -11:00 PM Invited Artist, Pratibha Singh

Sunday, Oct 6, 2013:

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM Sruti-Natak, 'Sesher Kabita" by Rabindranath Tagore
Direction: Ruby Biswas

1:15 PM - 2:15 PM Non Vegetarian Lunch

2:30 PM - 3:00 PM Local Artists Music Program Co-ordination: Ruby Biswas
3:15 PM — 4:45 PM Invited Artists, Apratim Majumdar & Amit Chatterjee

4:50 PM - 5:00 PM Program Conclusion
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On October5 & 6

Venue: Indian Cultural Centre,
1595 NYS Route 26, Vestal, NY 13850

An entire weekend of Indian classical, pop, bollyw ood, folk and devotional music and
other artistic traditions from various parts of India. A very talented group of local
children will also narrate the story of Goddess Durga through a play.
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ARTIST BIO:

Neil Sen (aka GOPAL) is a renowned contemporary Bengali artist in Houston, TX. Neil has
done numerous exhibition all around the country to showcase his painting to the art lovers of
Indian Origin. He has created illustrations for books & magazine covers. Gopal paints with a
flurry of colors and goes into meticulous details using a broad range of styles and medium
depicting the human beauty especially in its female form. He currently holds the position of
Director of Arts for three institutions : Anjali Art Academy, Sugarland Artist Alliance and
Kala Bhavan Art Academy.

He is presently creating numerous commissioned works for the Indian diaspora audience
around the country. Please check his website at : www.redblueart.com

We greatly appreciate and acknowledge his contribution of the front and back covers for
Anjali 2013.
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