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Ponderings From The Pastor
“BEYOND ALL MEASURE”
So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our
inner nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is
preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we
look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen
is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. -- 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (NRSV)
LATELY, IT FEELS LIKE I have been living through an extended episode of the
“Twilight Zone” (or if you’re a Netflix fan, “Stranger Things” or “Black Mirror”). And not
just me, but
everyone around me. Between sickness, crazy weather, MORE
sickness, falls, horrible news, even crazier weather, and death...one thing after
another after another...I find myself whispering that old saying, “STOP the world, I
want to get off!”
Maybe it seems that way for you too, here in our St. Paul family. We recently lost
several longtime members who’d moved away and joined other churches—but still
had SPUCC connections. And THEN, within the span of a week or so, we lost TWO
prominent, seminal figures in the life of St. Paul: former staff member Lollie
Kasulones, and perennial staff member Evelyn Osterbrock. Talk about a one-two
punch to the gut!
Both of these women, loved and respected by so many over the years, had been ill for
a while. Evelyn had been a hospice patient since last year at this time—and she
surprised us all by bouncing back from being bedridden and unable to walk, and
worked another whole season—at age 95—in her capacity as lay minister to children.
Lollie fought a long, hard battle with cancer—and she handled that the same when
she took on life and ministry when she served here at SPUCC: with courage
determination, faith, and optimism. Both of these faithful servants had a huge impact
on the life of St. Paul, and in the lives of so many members here; they cannot be and
never will be forgotten. We bless and give thanks for them, and continue to pray for
their loved ones.
It’s just a coincidence, I think, that we are faced with this strange conjunction of loss
and bad news during the season of Lent....especially so in this Lenten season, when I
am trying to help us experience the sacred time of return in a less somber,
less-penitential, and more “grounded” and spiritually-affirming way. We’re getting
“back to basics”—specifically, the basic elements of creation and life on Earth. We’re
using Creation as a lens for seeing the Holy, and our dependence upon God---and
each other. Deeper than that, even: we’re looking at Creation, including our own place
in it, as a “container” of God, as exemplars of the Sacred...as INCARNATIONS. What
do elements and essences, seasons and cycles, birth and death, joy and suffering
teach us? What do these things show us about God? About how we should live?
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Ponderings From The Pastor (continued)
We’re aiming at a more holistic, richer understanding of Lent...Holy Week...of “Cross and Crown”...of suffering
and sacrifice...of death, and resurrection.
We need to get below the surface...to go deep. It is below ground, in the deep, where we don’t see it,
that life begins. In the dirt and ashes. In the muck of life. Think about it...
When we are trying to get established in life, or in a new place, we speak of “putting down roots.” Hard work.
And, we remember the early church was born “underground” and matured in the catacombs—the
underground burial chambers—avoiding the persecutions of the ancient Roman empire. In the diseaseridden, violent Middle Ages, huge cathedrals and entire towns even, were built around the relics of saints—
buried in vaults underground in the transepts of churches. Slaves were swept to freedom through the
Underground Railroad. Inhumane, unjust, evil systems were toppled with the help of the “Underground.”
Major social initiatives, like the Civil Rights movement, started as grassroots crusades. Below the surface.
Meaningful change—transformation—is not a common, surface activity, it seems.
Jesus understood. “I assure you that unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it can only be a
single seed. But if it dies, it bears much fruit” [John 12.24]. The Passion of the Christ is about seed
planting...about what happens underground, in a grave...in the pitch black, amidst grief and tears...when no
one is looking. When loss and pain, fear and anger, have taken hold on the surface.
So then...even if you’re reeling from loss, hurt, disappointment, confusion...even if you are seeing goblins on
the plane wing like Bob Wilson did (William Shatner, in the TZ episode “Nightmare at 20,000 Feet”), or feel
trapped in the “Upside Down” like Chief Hopper (“Stranger Things” S2, E5), do not lose heart. When the
problems and pain of the present seem ready to overwhelm, remember: these things are only temporary. Or
when we think about the future and become anxious and unsure, remember: what cannot be seen is
eternal—GOD’S future is even today beginning to reach back into our Now and pull us forward...even if we do
not yet see it.
As we continue our walk through Lent, toward Holy Week, let each day be a holy day; stop and remember
that your INNER NATURE—your True Self—is constantly being renewed, even as your body and physical
self (your “surface self”) grows older. Do not lose heart. God’s plan for you and me is beyond all measure;
think about that...beyond our
conception...beyond our seeing and full knowing. And that doesn’t mean
“when you get to heaven” either—that means here today, NOW, the very moment we learn to “let God and let
God,” trust God, live and trust in the moment.
Let’s learn more of the practices of mindfulness, humility, and gratitude. Let’s practice “seed planting” and
know that loss is an integral part of spiritual growth. In the moment, mindful living and gratitude may not make
the pain hurt less...but it’ll put a smile on your face, lift you heart, cause a little uprising of joy from your
renewing inner nature, and strengthen you despite the pain. Then you will see the world as Christ saw it—as
God sees it.
You’ll be participating in Resurrection.
Lord, You have made so many things!
How wisely You made them all!
The earth is filled with your creatures....
All of them depend on You. – Psalm 104:24-27 (a good theme Psalm for Lent).

Press on—and remember: YOU are stardust!
Pastor Barry
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GIFTS TO THE CHURCH

IN MEMORY OF Carl Heitman

IN MEMORY OF Dottie Mayer

Mary Lou Heiden

Mary Lou Heiden

IN MEMORY OF Estelle Reule

IN MEMORY OF Jack Reule

Erma Amrein

Sandy & Jerry Hansert

Sandy & Jerry Hansert
ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Council Meeting
January 22, 2018
Present:

Jan Apro, Rev. Barry Bordendircher, Linda Woods, Anne Zimmer, Margaret Maybury, Lois
Manifold, Vicky Ritz, Nancy Klusmeier, Marge Fassnacht, Joan Allen

Vice President, Jan Apro, called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. Linda Woods offered an opening prayer.
The minutes of the November 20, 2017, meeting were reviewed by Council. A MOTION was made (Maybury/
Manifold) to approve said minutes. MOTION PASSED and the minutes were approved as printed.
Finance Team (Margaret Maybury)
 Margaret distributed copies of her proposed Budget for 2018 and reviewed it, item by item, with
Council, comparing numbers to 2017’s Budget and Actual.
 Discussion regarding things that came in over and under budget for 2017.
 The Congregational Meeting is now set for February 25th. We have to have the proposed Budget
approved by Council for taking to the Congregation two (2) weeks prior to the meeting, as per our
By-laws.
Treasurer’s Report (Anne Zimmer)
 All bills are paid and current. Out of the money taken out of the Christian Vocation Fund, she has only
used $3,000.
 Anne reviewed the Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual and Balance Sheet with Council.
 She received an advance rent check from the Nursery School for $10,000.
 As always, copies of financial reports are available in the office for anyone who wishes to see them.
Endowment Report (Jan Apro)
 Jan reports that he is working on a final Endowment Report and will be done in the next week or so and
will get that to Council.
 We are doing very well. The interest we received on the accounts for 2017 was over $18,000.
 Pastor Barry asked about the Christian Vocation Fund and if it would be used for training, but only after
going through proper channels.
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ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Council Meeting
January 22, 2018
Council Minutes (Continued)
Care Team (Marge Fassnacht)
 The Zone still hasn’t hired anyone.
 She hasn’t had a meeting in January since Roxanne went to Florida.
 Discussion regarding Pastor Barry’s meeting with the Alliance and The Zone. He wants to be more
connected with them.


Facilities Team (Jan Apro for Rick Davis)
 The parking lot lights are now on timers thanks to Mark Heitman. One of the lights still needs work and
Mark and Paul Kluesener are going to work on it.
 The snow removal contract has been signed and sent back. During the week, only the north parking lot
was going to be plowed for the Nursery School. However, Rick said he would do both lots if it snows.
Jimmy has Ryan’s number and will call if additional is needed.
 Anne said the claim for the north side of the sanctuary roof has been paid less the deductible of $2,500.
We received a check for over $50,000 and work will be done in May or June.
Nurture Team (Linda Woods)
 Linda reports that her Team met tonight.
 Nursery School is having a general Open House on Thursday and a Pre-K Information Session Tuesday
night.
 The Nursery School Carnival is March 3. They have a Dine & Donate at Krimmer’s Italianette next
weekend.
 Paul installed a lock on door for lockdown and went over procedures.
 Pastor Barry shared information for new way of doing Christian Formation – Wednesday night Sunday
School for youth.
Welcome Team (Lois Manifold)
 Marlene Sheward has been a real asset. She is taking over Ellie Reed’s job of sending cards out.
 Lois reported that Ruth Meisner was taken to the hospital this morning and she doesn’t know if she was
kept or sent back.
Worship Team (Vicky Ritz)
 Next events for Worship Team is Ash Wednesday on February 14. Then there is Maundy Thursday
Service.
 Easter is April 1. Judith will take flower orders for Easter. We now have wine for communion along with
grape juice. Inner circle will be grape juice and all else is wine.
Lay Minister’s Report (Joan Allen)
 Joan submitted to Council a report of her time spent from October to January including October lock-in,
bake sale, training for acolytes, Tuesday dinners, staff meetings, Sunday school, Christmas play and
practices, MARCC meeting (preparation and clean-up), funeral, Cluster meeting, Safety Training.
 Kids have a lock-in on February 9 and 10. They will plan spring and summer activities. SPY flower sale
is on the 11th.
 Acolytes – trying to get more kids trained.
4

THE EPISTLE

March 2018

ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Council Meeting
January 22, 2018
Council Minutes (Continued)
Lay Minister’s Report (Joan Allen) (continued)




Choirfest has been moved to April 22nd. Pulpit exchange will also be that day.
She turned in a bill for her mileage and got a check.

Sr. Minister’s Report (Rev. Barry Bordenkircher)
 The Sanctuary has to be at 76 degrees for the piano and organ so we might as well have services there
on Sunday when it’s cold.
 The pastor will make the call on Sundays to cancel church if there is bad weather. It will be on channels
5, 9 and 12.
 Discussed “One Call Now” service since some people don’t have e-mail. It sets up group calls to people
regarding events or cancellations, etc. Annual contract is $450.
 Pastor Barry distributed a report of his time spent and mileage for November-December including hospital
and pastoral visits, funeral prep and funerals, MARCC and SONKA. Total 222 miles.
 Pastor Barry distributed his notes to Council from a workshop on church safety at First UCC in College
Hill. Council went over it. We need to have a policy. Discussion regarding different aspects. Thank you
to Jan who has done a lot with this.
 Good Samaritan Fund – Discussion regarding protocol for use of the funds.
 He is taking a prayer retreat next week.
NEW BUSINESS
 Anne is taking vacation to Florida from January 30th to February 7th. Skip got approval from doctor. He
starts immune therapy when they get back.
 Don Beresford is doing well. Great news!
 In general, Pastor Barry would like people to come to him directly with any issues or problems.
A MOTION was made (Maybury/Ritz) to adjourn. MOTION PASSED and the meeting adjourned at 8:40 P.M.
with The Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Klusmeier
Council Secretary

The minutes from the June 25, 2017 Congregational Meeting are posted in the
hallway between the restrooms off the Café.

The next Council meeting is Monday,
March 19, 2018 7:00 PM.
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APRIL EPISTLE
DEADLINE

NEWS FROM THE PAGE FAMILY

The Epistle deadline for the March edition is
Wednesday, March 21, 2018. Please submit the
information either by email to Anne or drop it in
the Epistle box in the main office. There is also a
folder in the blue mailbox
outside
the office.

In early January, Heather Page successfully defended
her doctoral thesis at Scripps Institution of
Oceanography, UC San Diego. She is now Dr.
Heather Page, and the newest scientist at Mote Marine Laboratories, which is headquartered in Sarasota,
Florida. She will be running a lab at the Mote facilities
on Summerland Key, conducting research in ocean
acidification.

Congratulations, Heather!!!!!
ZWOSTER SCHOLARSHIP
Zwoster Scholarship applications and criteria are
on the kiosk table in the Narthex.

KROGER REWARDS
Special Thanks to our Kroger shoppers.

Applications are due in the office no later that
Tuesday, May 1.

Rewards this last quarter total $147.10. Thank you
for helping to support St. Paul by shopping at Kroger
and registering your card for rewards to come back to
St. Paul.

Any questions, please contact Sandy Blevins,
513-8518808.

PLEASE HELP US with
LIGHTS AND DOORS
On several occurrences lately, we have found an
outside door unlocked. Please be sure to check
doors before you leave, especially if you are the last
one out.
Please do your diligence to make sure that the
lights are off in the building when you leave.
Thank you
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March 11 - Daylight Savings Time Begins



March 25 - Palm Sunday - Worship 10:00 AM



March 29 Maundy Thursday - Service 7:00
PM



April 1 - Sunrise Service 7:30 AM
Easter Breakfast 8:30 AM
Easter Sunday - Worship &
Communion - 10:00 AM
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St. Paul Youth
SPY UPCOMING EVENTS

We have a lot happening this Spring, so let us begin. SPY will have a lock in
on March 23-24, please be at church by 6:30 and pick up is Saturday at
10am. During this lock in we will be making candy for our Annual Easter
Candy Sale. These are chocolate candy pieces that would be great in any
Easter Basket. We sell it by the quarter and half pound on Sunday the 25th.
The 25th is Palm Sunday, please support the SPY and stop by our candy tables.

Easter is right around the corner
OUR EASTER EGG HUNT IS COMING. We are collecting plastic eggs and wrapped Easter candy
that will fit inside the eggs. The Annual Easter Egg hunt will be after church on Easter Sunday,
weather permitting it will be on the play ground, if raining it will be downstairs for all to enjoy
watching our children search for their goodies. A basket will be in the Narthex for your donations.
April 1st, is Easter and after the 7:30 AM Sunrise Service the church is invited to join us for
breakfast in fellowship hall. We are working on a yummy menu.
April 22nd is the Cluster 2, Choirfest. We will be helping with the refreshments. We are asking for
the Great Cooks of St. Paul to help us with this, if you would, we are looking for bake goods to
share. If you could let Pastor Joan, Kim or Vickie know you are willing to bake for us, it would help in
the planning and sharing.

At this time the SPY is getting water for the Annual NCH Parade. If you
would like to help, we are looking for 16 oz waters, which we can put a
label on as we share the gift of “living water” from St. Paul. We can
always use walkers, riders, and wavers, please consider joining us for
the Parade, May 26th.

FACEBOOK PAGE
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Paul-United-Church-of-Christ-NCH/451020504934791.
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Support the Mt. Healthy
Alliance
Food Pantry
3rd week of each month

MT. HEALTHY
PANTRY NEEDS
Deoderant, Bar Soap
Tooth Paste, Shampoo
Toilet Paper, Tooth Brushes

Monday - Saturday 6 am - 3 pm
Thursday - 6 am - 8 pm
At

Canned Fruit, Cereal

SWEETHEART CAFÉ

You can bring items to the main office and we will be sure
to get it delivered.

We’ll earn 10% of sales when you present this
flyer at
9894 Colerain Ave. (in
Hobby Lobby Plaza)
*Flyer must accompany
check donation”
Please do not share this
flyer with other guests at the
restaurant.

Community
Fundraiser Night/Day
Friends, Food & Fundraising
To Support
Mt. Healthy Alliance Inc. Food Pantry
Wednesday Mar.. 7th, 6:00 A.M. -9:00 P.M.
Thursday Mar. 8th, 6:00 A.M. – 9:00 P.M.
Friday Mar. 9th, 6:00A.M.-9:00 P.M.
We’ll earn 15% of Sales when
You present this flyer* at
Bob Evans
9970 Colerain Ave (Colerain Ave @ I-275)
or
5245 North Bend Rd. @ I-74
or
8270 Winton Rd. @ Cross County Hwy.
or
510 Kolby Dr. Cincinnati Mills
Please join us
On our Community Fundraiser Night/Day.
*Flyer must accompany check for donation!
(Includes Carryout & Retail sales as well)
Please do not share the flyer with other guests at
the restaurant.
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SCOUTING NEWS
Pinewood Derby was a lot of fun for the Cubbies. They had a
blast watching their cars race down the track. Since they
have been busy learning about native animals and plants.
They have a trip planned to go to the Park to listen to a
Naturalists and to take a hike through the trails.
Boy Scouts are working on their Citizenship in the Community Merit Badge. They have visiting NCH City Hall
for a Council meeting. They are also busy putting together a camping schedule.
The Crew is having a lock in March 16 -17. They will be having their Blast Car Race, Project Management
Training, and play some games, and watch a movie or two. They have been narrowing down their route for
their Summer trip… it’s going to be full of fun and learning and even take in the Outdoor Drama, Tecumseh.
Their Scout Banquet will be Sunday, March 18 at 2 PM. Many of the scouts will be receiving their rank
advancements.

Saturday, March 3rd, please don’t forget to come to Fellowship Hall for a fun morning of
games, basket raffles, face painting and food. At 10:00 AM, it’s our Annual School
Carnival.. All the proceeds go to the Elaine Payne Scholarship Fund. (If you bought
chances on the baskets, Thank You.)
This month is very busy. The children are getting ready for their mom’s and dad’s to come to school in the
evening to have a special night together. This month it’s also Picture Day!
The 3 year olds are learning all about shapes and numbers. The 4 and 5 year olds are learning letters and
sounds. The 5 year olds will also be doing a magic show this month.
We hare having another Dine and Donate. This time it’s going to be at Skyline in North College Hill. It will be
Wednesday, March 21st. Hope you can stop any time during the day and night and help our Nursery School
earn some extra funds to help the school.
We are now accepting registration for fall preschool. If you know anyone who is looking for a preschool,
please tell them to call Mrs. Rieman @ 931-9062 to set up a tour. Also check out our website at
www.stpaulnuseryschool.com.
Karen Rieman
and Staff
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3/1 Doris Dunn
3/2 Ryan Erickson
Dolores Molter
3/3 Kyle Robinson
3/4 Robert Jensen
3/7 Gay Steinhauer
3/8 Sharon Frazier
Venessa Mittler
Anne Zimmer
3/9 Elaine Sloan

3/10
3/11

4/2
4/3
4/4
4/7

4/10

Christian Kluesener
Elmer Seesing
Michael Keller
Matthew Chalfin
Michael Chalfin
4/8 Sandra Blevins
Marlene Sheward
4/9 Owen Chalfin
Michael Dermody

3/12
3/15
3/19

4/11
4/14
4/15
4/16
4/17

March 2018

Brody Overholts
Karen Chalfin
Jessica Jester
Vicki Prather
Doris Kolde
William Reed
Jann Apro

3/20
3/25
3/26
3/29

Cheryl Davis
Nathan Bierkan
Adele Werden
Rick Tallarigo

Marian Faller
Virginia Duffy
Diane Banker
Raymond Bates
Carolyn Dykes
Susan Erickson
Stephanie Rogers
Carol Chalfin

4/20
4/21

Trudy Jester
Travis Dean
Megan Erickson
Addison Mangold
Jenna Mangold
Dorothy Dumford
Miriam Tucker
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Please Continue to Remember in Prayer:
Nan Grow
Our servicemen and women
Peggy Adams
Payson Davis
Chad Willcocks
Melody Hoff
Katie Morgan
Kathy Aker
Ginny DuPriest
Debbie DuPriest
Will Maier
David Smith
Erma Amrein
Mike Mathauer
John Allen
Jack Frost
Karon Jackson
Randy Schwartz
Gay Steinhauer

Mike Cornish
Norma Carrier
Alice Graber
Evelyn Osterbrock & Family
Makayla Borg
Doug Mossman
Don Beresford
Margie Harman
Tony Mancini
Vicki Celenza
Helen Mason
Richard Wittaker
Max Kramer
Tom Kondo
Stephanie Collins
Nancy Klusmeier
AJ Voskuhl
Jessica Obert
Paul LaMott

Gay D. Smith
Tyler Hardin
Rick Manifold
Rev. Virginia Duffy
Trudy Jester
Ruth Meissner
Kluesener Niece
Barbara Williamson
Skip Zimmer
Melissa Holmes
Mike Chalfin
Elaine Sloan
Del Collins
Steve Rogers
Barbara Koutroubas

Please keep the office informed on the status of those you have placed on the prayer list.

Please Continue to Remember in Prayer our HomeBound:
Geraldine Cooper
Marian Faller
Albert Mueller
Dot Sunnenberg
Sharon Wagner

Bob Dickman
Mary Lou Heiden
Jean Schmadel
Anne Timme
Lucille Walters

If you would like to add
someone to the prayer
list, please call the office.
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Gladys Elsasser
Charlotte McCauley
Joyce Seesing
Dolores Ungerbuehler

March 2018
SUNDAY

MONDAY

Standing Dates:
Mondays:
Crafty Critters - 10 AM
Scouts:6:30 - 9:00 PM
Tuesday:
Community Dinner
5:00 PM weekly
Fridays/Saturdays:
AA Meeting 8 PM
4
Communion

11
Daylight
Savings Time
Begins

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1
NS Carnival
Set Up

FH = Fellowship Hall
NS = Nursery School

5

THURSDAY

6
NS 3’s Mom
and Dad’s night
6:30 pm

7
NS Pre K Mom
and Dad;s night
6:30 pm

8
9
NS 4’s Mom
and Dad;s night
6:30 pm

Lenten Prayer
Meditation
Group 7:00 pm

Disciple Group
7:00 pm

14

15

Lenten Prayer
Meditation
Group 7:00 pm

Disciple Group
7:00 pm
Cluster 2 Mtg
7 pm

Pack Com. Mtg
6 pm
19

Scout Award
Banquet
2 pm

Nurture Mtg
5:30 pm

20

26

3 NS Carnival
10 am - 12 pm

22
Disciple Group
7:00 pm

16
Reynolds
Wedding
Rehearsal
5:30 PM
Crew Lock In
6:30 pm 10 am
23
SPY Lock In
6:30 pm

10

17
Reynolds
Wedding
4:30 PM
St Patrick’s
Day

24
SPY - 10:00 pm

Lenten Prayer
Meditation
Group 7:00 pm
27 NS Easter 28
3’s Celebration NS Pictures
NS Pictures

SPY Easter
Candy Sale

21
Staff Mtg 8 am
Epistle Articles
Due

Council Mtg.
7:00 pm

25
Palm Sunday

2

SATURDAY

Disciple Group
7:00 pm

12

18

FRIDAY

Possible Band
Practice 7 pm

Lenten Prayer
Meditation
Group 7:00 pm

13

29 NS 4’s PreK 30
Easter
Good Friday
Celebrations
Office Closed
Maundy
Half Day
Thursday
Service 7 pm
Fish Fry
Chapel
4:30 - 7:30 pm

31
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Phone: (513) 931-2205
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Website: www.stpaulnch.com
Email: office@stpaulnch.com
Office Hours 9:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m. Monday - Wednesday
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Thursday - Friday

Nursery School Staff: Karen A. Rieman, Director
Susan Ehrhardt, Amy Miller, Angela Oaks, and Morgan Peters

Church Staff:
Rev. Barry Bordenkircher, Sr. Minister
Evelyn Osterbrock, Lay Minister to Children
Joan Allen, Lay Minister
Rick Tallarigo, Organist/Interim Music
Director
Anne Zimmer, Office Administrator
Jim Maybury, Sexton
Anne Zimmer, Treasurer

Parish Nurses: Vicki Celenza, R.N.,
Coordinator
Roxanne Reed, R.N.

