
         

“People coming together to be The Church, 

not just attend one.” 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church is an open and inclusive  

church, welcoming all who seek God. 

  

69 Griswold Street  Hillsdale, Michigan 

517-437-2647  tlchillsdale.org 

 

Second Sunday After Epiphany               January 23, 2022 
 

 
Service of Holy Communion 

9:30 a.m. Worship 
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Trinity Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP THIS MORNING! We invite you to join us regularly for worship 

and in a variety of activities and opportunities in our congregational life. If you are new here, we 

welcome you; if you are a member of longstanding, we celebrate your gifts and your ministry 

among us.  Our order of worship is printed on the following pages of this bulletin. 
 

MISSION STATEMENT - The Mission Statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is to nurture faith 

through proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ by word, sacrament, deeds and loving 

relationships, to ALL people. 
 

VISION STATEMENT - As proclaimers of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Vision of Trinity 

Lutheran Church is to maximize our gifts and resources to reach out with God’s love and serve the 

global community. 
 

COMMUNION PROCEDURE - The communion table of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America is open to all baptized Christians who believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the 

forms of bread and wine. Please follow the ushers’ instructions at the time of distribution. 

Children who have not yet received first communion instruction are welcome to come forward 

with their families to receive a blessing. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated weekly throughout the year. No one is ever 

required to participate in the sacrament, but it is offered to nourish and sustain God’s people. This 

is in accordance with Lutheran teaching: 

Background 35A: The Church celebrates the Holy Communion frequently because the 

Church needs the sacrament, the means by which the Church’s fellowship is established 

and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained. This practice 

was reaffirmed in 1989 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We continue to 

need “consistent pastoral encouragement and instruction relating to Holy 

Communion…pointing up Christ’s command, his promise, and our deep need.” For a 

variety of historical reasons, Lutherans in various places moved away from the weekly 

celebration of the sacrament. 

Application 35C: Participation in the sacramental meal is by invitation, not demand. The 

members of the church are encouraged to make the sacrament a frequent rather than 

occasional part of their lives.    

(Excerpts from: The Use of the Means of Grace, Principle 35) 

 
 

OFFERING                                                    Forth Sunday: Barnyard Boxes ELCA Good Gifts 

The offering is collected at the beginning or end of worship using the plate at the entrance of the 

church. Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our 

ministries. Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a 

regular gift to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our 

special project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering  

buckets 
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Sunday, January 23, 2022 
 

INTRODUCTION 

God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. People weep. 

People prostrate themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is another reflection of God’s 

glory. Most gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather 

round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

 forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

 are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

 may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

 Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

(8:30am: kneel/sit) Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 

P Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 

 into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion  

 forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 

 failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 

 and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

 together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

 sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

 Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
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Stand 

GATHERING HYMN        ELW #886 vs. 1,2, 5 & 6        Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

  
 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

 Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you 

 

 HYMN OF PRAISE                                                 This the Feast of Victory for Our Lord    
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

 Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the nourishment 

 of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 

 them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the 

 hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

A A reading from Nehemiah  

 

FIRST READING                                Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6, 8-10 
The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem. Now Ezra, the priest, reads the law of Moses to 

them in the public square. When they hear it, they weep for their sins and for the long years in 

exile, but Ezra reminds them that “the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 

 
1All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the 

scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel. 
2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all 

who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. 3He read 

from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence 

of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were 

attentive to the book of the law. 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he 

was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra 

blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their 

hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 8So 

they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that 

the people understood the reading. 

  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who 

taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or 

weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 10Then he said to them, “Go 

your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing 

is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is 

your strength.” 

 

A Word of God, Word of life.   

C  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                                                                                  Psalm 19 

The teaching of the LORD revives the soul. (Ps. 19:7) 

 

 1The heavens declare the glory of God, 

  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 

 2One day tells its tale to another, 

  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
 3Although they have no words or language, 

  and their voices are not heard, 

 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world, 

  where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 

  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it    

 again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  
 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 

  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 

 8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 

  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 

  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 

  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 

  and in keeping them there is great reward. 

 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 

  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; 

  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 

 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, 

  O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  
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A A reading from 1 Corinthians  

 

SECOND READING                                                   1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe how intimately 

connected we are in the church. For this struggling congregation in Corinth, Paul delivers a vital 

message of unity that is a mark of the church today. 
12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 

many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 

body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

  14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot would say, 

“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of 

the body. 16And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that 

would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the 

hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, 

God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single 

member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye 

cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of 

you.” 22On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and 

those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our 

less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more respectable 

members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the 

inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have 

the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 

is honored, all rejoice together with it. 

  27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has appointed in 

the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of 

healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are 

all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all 

speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31aBut strive for the greater gifts. 

 

A Word of God, Word of life. 

C Thanks be to God.   
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Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 

P           The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 4th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

GOSPEL                                Luke 4:14-21 

Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. In the words of 

Isaiah, he states and claims his identity, purpose, and mission. 
14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him 

spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues and was 

praised by everyone. 

 

  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 

sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 

 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

  because he has anointed me 

   to bring good news to the poor. 

 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

  and recovery of sight to the blind, 

   to let the oppressed go free, 

 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 

synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ 
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Sit 

SERMON 

 

Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 ELW #311 vs. 1,2& 4                   Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

A The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the 

 church, the world, and all that God has made. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A You reveal yourself to us in the reading of scripture. Fulfill your word through the 

 faithful witness of your church. Send us out to bring your liberating good news to all 

 people. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A All creation proclaims your handiwork. Teach us to love the intricate and beautiful bodies 

 that you have created. Bless tiny insects, enormous whales, and every creature in 

 between. Sustain species at risk of extinction. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A You desire that there be no dissension among us. Where we are divided in our society, 

 nation, or world, come quickly to reunite us into one body. Ease conflict, dispel violence, 

 and bring an end to war. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor. Grant provision and justice for people 

 living in poverty, people living with disability, those living with pain, or those living 

 under oppression (especially). God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Build up the body of Christ in this place. Bless the variety of ministries in this 

 congregation (especially). Empower us to freely welcome and deeply value each person 

 who enters into worship and ministry among us. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A In thanksgiving we lift before you the saints for whom the promise of salvation has now 

 been fulfilled. Tend to those who mourn (especially). Bring us together in your 

 everlasting glory. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our 

 prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 
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Stand 

OFFERING 

     Forth Sunday: Barnyard Boxes ELCA Good Gifts  
Each week, our congregation collects a general offering for the church and our ministries. 

Additionally, we collect an offering for special projects. If you would like to make a regular gift 

to the church, please place it in the offering plate. If you are looking to support our special 

project (noted above), please place your offering in the barnyard boxes or noisy offering buckets. 

For safety the offering plate was placed at the entrance and will be presented to the altar by an 

usher at this time 
 

OFFERING HYMN   ELW #184                 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

 
 
 

 

P It is indeed right our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In 

the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a 

new and radiant vision of your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be 

drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 
 
 

SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

 Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

 Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams. 

 Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will. 

 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

 the Word made flesh. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

P Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died.  Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

 full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  

 We look with hope for his coming. 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word 

 take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on 

 earth.. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the 

 Most High, one God, now and forever.. 

C Amen 
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LORD'S PRAYER  

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.  Amen 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

 

Sit 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION ELEMENTS 
Gluten-free communion bread and grape juice are available upon request. Simply tell the usher 

as communion is distributed.  

 

Please do not consume the elements until instructed to do so after the elements have been 

distributed to the entire congregation. 

Those receiving communion may remove their masks. 

 

P The body of Christ, given for you. 

C All those receiving communion may remove their masks and are invited to consume the 

bread. 

 

P The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 All those receiving communion are invited to consume the wine or grape juice. 

 

BLESSING ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT RECEIVE COMMUNION 

Parents or family members may choose to make the sign of the cross on the foreheads of children 

or individuals in their family group that do not receive communion 

P The Lord bless you and keep you as beloved children of God. ☩ Jesus loves you. 

C Amen. 
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Stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry 

 will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim 

 the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.   

 The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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 SENDING HYMN                    ELW #551 vs 1-4             The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

A  Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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SERVING AT TRINITY 

Ministers: Every member of the congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dennis Smith 

Piano/Keyboard: Paul Lucas  

Parish Secretary: Chris McNamara 

Council President: Terry Vear 

Vice-President: Suzanne Sponsler 

Treasurer: Chris McNamara 

Secretary: Sandra Dufur 

Council Members:  Warren Bartels, Johncie Langston, Brad Otterbein, Gene Stockford-Shively,  

 and Patti Weber  

 

SERVING TODAY: 

9:30 AM   

Assisting Minister: Amy Otterbein 

Ushers: Tom Stockford-Shively,  Chris McNamara 
 

 

BOTH SERVICES 

Altar Guild: Tom Stockford-Shively 

Offering Counters: Gene Stockford-Shively and Patti Weber 

FLOWERS – The flowers on the altar today are given by the Bartels to welcome Pastor Dennis 

Smith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The music in this bulletin is reprinted with permission  

under Annual License A-727368 from OneLicense.net. 


