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The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one 

made with Abraham and Sarah: God’s promise to make them 

the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain in 

everlasting covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all who 

share Abraham’s faith in the God who brings life into being 

where there was no life. We receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah 

and Abraham receive new names as a sign of the covenant, and we too get new identities in 

baptism, as we put on Christ. 
 

  
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE  ______________   ____                  

L: The Light shines in the darkness. C: and the darkness does not overcome it. 

 

Come Now is the Time to Worship 
 

Chorus 

Come, now is the time to worship 

Come, now is the time to give your heart 

Come, just as you are to worship 

Come, just as you are before your God 

Come 

 

Verse 

One day every tongue will confess You are God 

One day every knee will bow 

Still the greatest treasure remains for those 

Jesus chose you now (Chorus) 
 

Ending 

Come, Come, Come 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS______________________________________                                                                                    

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of 

steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 
 

L: God hears us when we cry and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one 

who is full of compassion. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

L: Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we 

long to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us 

in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as 

healers and restorers of the world you so love.  Amen. 
 

L: Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of 

Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are forgiven, journey in the way of 

Jesus.  Amen. 
 

GREETING                                                              _______________                             

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                     
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to 

be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly 

suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

PSALM_________________________________________________________________ 

Draw Me Close 
 

Draw me close to You  

Never let me go 

I lay it all down again 

To hear You say that I'm Your friend 

You are my desire  

No one else will do 

'Cause nothing else could take  

Your place 

To feel the warmth of Your embrace 

Help me find the way  

Bring me back to You 

You're all I want 

You're all I've ever needed 

You're all I want 

Help me know You are near 

Repeat all  
 

(ENDING) 

Help me know You are here 



 

GOSPEL                                                                                                       Mark 8:31-38 

The holy gospel according to Mark.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 

rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 

rise again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 

him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind 

me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those 

who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 

the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world 

and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are 

ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son 

of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 

angels.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                       Deacon Todd Portinga

Mighty to Save 
 

Everyone needs compassion,  

Love that's never failing 

Let mercy fall on me 

Everyone needs forgiveness 

The kindness of a Saviour 

The hope of nations 

 

Chorus 

Saviour, He can move the mountains 

My God is mighty to save,  

He is mighty to save 

Forever, Author of salvation 

He rose and conquered the grave 

Jesus conquered the grave 

 

 

 

So take me as You find me, 

All my fears and failures 

Fill my life again 

I give my life to follow 

Everything I believe in,  

Now I surrender  

(Repeat Chorus) 

 

Shine your light, And,  

let the whole world see, 

We're singing, for the glory,  

Of the risen King.  

Jesus, Shine your light, And,  

let the whole world see, 

We're singing, for the glory,  

Of the risen King. 

(Chorus-2x) 



*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH (Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.) 

*The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*BENEDICTION: May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. May God look on you with favor and give you peace. C: Amen. 

 

*L: Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
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