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In this preface they will most likely expect me to say something of how Animal Farm originated but first
would like to say something about myself and the experiences by which [ arrived at my political position.

| was born in India in 1903. My father was an official in the English administration there, and my family was
one of those ordinary middle-class famities of soldiers, clergymen, government officials, teachers, lawyers,
doctors, ete. ] was educated at Fton, the most costly and snobbish of the English Public Schools. * But § had
only got in there by means of a scholarship; otherwise my father could not have afforded to send me toa
school of this type,

Shortly after | left school (| wasn't quite twenty years old then) | went 1o Burma and joined the indian
Imperial Police... | stayed five years in the service. It did not suit me and made me hate imperialism, although
at that time nationalist feelings in Burma were not very marked, and relations betwean the English and the
Burmese were not particularly unfriendly. When on leave in England in 1927, | resignad from the service and
decided to hecome a writer: at first without any especial success. in 1928—%9{ fived in Paris and wrote short
stories and novels that nobody would print {f have since destroyed them all}. In the following years { lived
mastly from hand to mouth, and went hungry on several oceasiens. it was only from 1934 onwards that | was
able to live on what i earned from my writing. In the meantirme | sometimes lived for months on end amongst
the poor and hali-criminal elements wha inhabit the worst parts of the poorer quarters, or take ta the
streets, begging and stealing. At that time | associated with them through lack of money, but iater their way
of life interested me very much for its own sake. 1 spent many months (more systematically this time)
studying the conditions of the miners in the north of England. Up te 1931 did not on the whole foak upon
myself as a Socialist. In fact | had as yet no clearly defined political views. 1 became pro-Socialist more out of
disgust with the way the poorer section of the industrial workers were oppressed znd neglected than out of
any theoretical admiration for a planned sociaty.

in 1936 | got married, In almost the same week the civil war broke out in Spain, My wife and | both wanted to
g0 to Spain and fight for the Spanish Government. We were ready in six months, as soon as | had finished the
book 1 was writing. In Spain [ speat almost six months on the Aragon front until, at Huesca, a Fascist sniper
shot me through the throat.

In the early stages of the war foreigners were on the whole unaware of the inner struggles between the
various political parties supporting the Government. Through a series of accidents [ joined not the
International Brigade like the majority of foreigners, but the POUM militia—i.e. the Spanish Trotskyists.

So in the middle of 1937, when the Communists gainad control (or partial control) of the Spanish
Government and began to hunt down the Trotskyists, we hoth found ourselves amongst the victims. We
were very [ucky to get out of Spain alive, and not even to have been arrested once. Many of our friends were
shot, and others spent a long time in prison or simply disappeared.

These man-hunts in Spain went on at the same time as the great purges in the USSR and were a sort of
supplement to them, In Spain as well as in Russia the nature of the accusations (hamely, conspiracy with the
Fascists} was the same and as far as Spain was concerned | had every reason to believe that the accusations
were false. To experience all this was a valuable object lesson: it taught me how easily totalitarian
propaganda can control the opinion of enlightaned people in demotratic countries.

! Oddly, the English use the term “public” to refer to independent schools that we would call "private” in the tUnited States.
Prince Witliam and Prime Minister David Cameran were both educated at Eton, which is the most exclusive preparatory school
in England.



My wife and | both saw innacent people being thrown into prison merely because they were suspected of
unorthodoxy. Yet on our return to England we found numercus sensible and well-informed observers
believing the most fantastic accounts of conspiracy, treachery and sabotage which the press reported from
the Moscow trials.

And so | understood, more clearly than ever, the negative influence of the Soviet myth upon the western
Socialist rrovement.

And here | must pause to describe my attitude to the Soviet regime.,

| have nevar visited Russia and my knowledge of it consists anly of what can be learned by reading boaoks and
newspapers. Even if | had the power, | wauld not wish to interfere in Soviet domestic affairs: [ would not
condemn Stelin and his associates merely for their barbaric and undemocratic methods. it is quite possible
that, even with the best intentions, they could not have acted otherwise under the conditions prevailing
there,

But on the other hand it was of the utmost importance to me that people in western Europe should see the
Soviet regime for what it really was. Since 1930 | had seen little evidence that the USSR was progressing
towards anything that one could truly call Sacialism. On the contrary, | was struck by clear signs of its
transformation into a hierarchical society, in which the rulers have no more reason to give up their power
than any other ruling class. Moreover, the werkers and intelligentsia in a country like England cannot
understand that the USSR of today is altogether different from what it was in 1917. It is partiy that they do
not want to understand {i.e. they want to believe that, somewhere, a really Sociakist country does actually
exist), and partly that, being accustomed to comgarative freedom and moderation in public life,
totalitarianism is completely incomprehensible to them.

Yet one must remember that England is not completely democratic. It is also a capitalist country with great
class priviteges and (even now, after a war that has tended to equalise everybody) with great differences in
wealth. But nevertheless it is a country in which peogle have lived together for several hundred years
without majer conflict, in which the laws are relatively just and official news and statistics can almost
invariably be believed, and, last but not least, in which to hold and to voice minarity views does not involve
any mortal danger. In such an atmosphere the man in the street has no real understanding of things like
concentration camps, mass deportations, arrests without trial, press censorship, ete. Everything he reads
about a country like the USSR is automatically transiated into English terms, and he quite innocently accepts
the lies of totalitarian propaganda. Up to 1939, and even later, the majority of English people were incapable
of assessing the true nature of the Nazi regime in Germany, and now, with the Soviet regime, they are stili to
a large extent under the same sort of illusion,

This has caused great harm to the Socialist movement in England, and had sericus consequences for English
foreign policy. Indeed, in my opinion, nothing has contributed so much to the corruption of the original idea
of Socialism as the belief that Russia is a Socialist country and that every act of its rulers must be excused, if
not imitated.

And so for the past ten years | have been convinced that the destruction of the Soviet myth was essentiaf if
we wanted a revival of the Socialist moverment,

On my return from Spain | thought of exposing the Soviet myth In a story that could be easily understood by
almost anyone and which could be easily transiated into other languages. However, the actual details of the
story did not come to me for some time until one day (1 was then living in a small village} | saw a little boy,
perhaps ten years old, driving 3 huge cart-horse along a narrow path, whipping it whenever it tried to turn. it
struck me that if only such animals became aware of their strength we should have no power over them, and
that men exploit animals in much the same way as the rich exploit the proletariat....



