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EXECUTIVEBUMMARY

Proposed Works

No works arecurrently proposed for this site as part of the request for commissioning this
report with Wildlife Services, Leicestershire County Coufitils report, and preceding
survey, was intended to identify habitats on site and recommend potential management
andadditions to improve biodiversityfdahe site.

The site, The Bath Grounds, Ashby de la Zouch, is located to the south of Ashby de la Zouch
town centre and can be accessed from Prior Park Rblalsite consistd of a 5.2 ha parcel

of land best described aamenity grassland with parkland treeshe site is locatedt grid
referenceSK 35765 1641 the south ofSouthStreet,Ashby de la Zouch.

Method of Study

The brief was to assess the existirgplegical value of the sitédentify potential ecological
issues assoaied, and make recommendations f@nhancement of the site fopotential
increase in biodiversityA searchof the Bath Groundsvas made on foot to establish a
current baseline of hatats on site and species composition.

Baseline Ecological Conditions

No statutory designated nature conservation sites occur witline surve area or
immediately adjacent to itThere are no rare or notable habitats the site.No potential
habitat for amphibianswvas identified on thesite, and no records exist of GCHreeding
pondswithin 500m of this site.No badgeractivity or badgersetts were identified on site
though given the short overly mown grass badger tracks would naipiparent

The Royal Hotel and Bath Ash Tree, a candidate for a Local Wildlife Site, (usually as it has
been recorded as a veteran tree), lies to the west of Bath Grounds.

This site is withilAshby de la Zouch Conservation Avgaich has been cited fots historic
connections rather than ecology.

Potential Ecological Issues/ Impacts
None currently as this report is not for any development proposals.

Mitigation Recommendations
None currently as this report is not for any development proposals.

Compensation Recommendations
None currently as this report is not for any development proposals.

Enhancement Recommendations

o Identify and mark outpossible areas to allow a roaow regime. The areaentified
should be mown once in in latdlarch or early April then left until late August. Grass
can then becut and removedintil it stops growing in late Autumrhis willstimulate a
WA dzY Y S NJ efféstrBngoging arisings will graduallgver time reduce vigour.
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mowing is similar to¥a dzY Y S NJ %bSve R® m@ing in this area can resume
earlier,usuallyat the end of June. Again, arisings should be removddwer vigourof

site grasses over time Both regimeE W& dzY YSNJ | y R will kdNdurggg Y S R
seeds to grow and ripen which will reseed the area creating a more diverse plant
community over time. Some of the seed will be taken by sparrows, goldfinclothed

seed eating birdshereby encouraging diversity

Scarifyingto create bare earth NI & gAGKAY GKS WaddwEN | yR
autumn and seeding with red clover, birds foot trefoil, yellow rattle will help to
encourage a more diverse inggmopulation.]  Ré Qa o0SRaidN}rg FyR O2N.
322R FTRRAGA2ya G2 GKS Gt ShdetwanamvirtBeN YSI| R
d K2 NI SN W3 LINA $eads vas beR@va directly\ to thetarea in the autumn

or early winter, as some seedset vernalisation to germinate. Be generous with seeds

as some will be taken by birds.

Fritillary, native daffodil and native tulip bulbs or plugs and be planted in both areas but
should not be mown at all until they have died back and reseedeerefore, these

areas should be chosen well

Bird nesting boxeand bat roosting boxe® be installed on mature treeSparrow and

starling boxes would be a great asset to the site #hdshthicely with a lower mowing

regime Bat boxes may also be used by blue tits and wrens as places to roost over winter

too.

Please note all seeds, plugs and bulbs should be of local ,aiginshould be recorded to
show the floral history of the site
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INTRODUCTION

Thisreport has been prepared bthe Wildlife Survey Section of Leicestershire County
Councilfor Ashby de la Zouch Town Council to estabimh current diversity of the
site with the aim to recommend management aedhancebiodiversity of the site.

The site concernedis the Bath Grounds, Ashby de la ZoudhKS y I YS a.

DNRdzyRaé¢ 2NRAIAYIGS FTNRY LOFIYyK2S .| (GKa&
site was chosen after a saline spring was found at nearby Moira Colliery by miners.
The water was piped to the sitby developersand the Baths and adjacent
remaining, Royal Hotel, renamed from Hastings Hotel, was built.

The siteis situatedto the south of South Street, close to the centre of Ashby de la
Zouch Town Centrat grid referenceSK 35765 16414

The brief was tocarry out anassessient of the site and recommend management
and enhancements for biodiversity.

To meet the requirements othe brief, a survey dé the site was caried out bya
suitably qualifiedand experience@cologistand experienced botanist and gardener
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2.1

STEDESCRIPTION

Photographs of the site are providéiaroughout this report The site comprised5.2
hectare (ha) of land currentlyvery well maintained andrery shortlymown on a
regular basisTo the southwest of the site is the cricket pitch of the Ashby Hastings
Cricket Club and a bowls green to the east of the Jitee sitehad an all-weather
perimeter path part of which ran under a maturparklandtreeline includingash
(Fraxinus excelsioy, beech Fagus sylvatiga cherry Erunus spp, hawthorn
(Crataegus monogynahorse chestnutAesculus hippocastanypnlargeleaved lime
(Tiia platyphyllog sycamore Acer pseudoplatanysweeping willow $alix x
sepulcralispndyew (Taxus baccatfa

W

Photograph Ig Site viewechorth to southalong its western boundary

Photograph Z; Site viewed northeast to southwest
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2.2

Photograph 3; The eastern boundary of he site showing #tleweather perimeter walkway and
mature trees

The site is situateth agreener area of the older urban centre of Ashby d&dach
(see aerial photograph below)shby de la Zoudk a Designated Conservation Area.

The siteis borderedto the eastby Ashby de la Zouch Memorial Grounds and an
adjacent meadowwith a sectionof rough wet meadow between the Memorial and
Bath Grounds not being part of the sitgo not surveyedTo the south the site is
borderedby a rail line used now mainly as a mineral transport roA&hby Hastings
Cricket Club, The Royal Hotel, now disused, and a small woodland lie to the west.
Large matureprivate gardenssurround the nothern end of the parkand abut a
more formally gardened series of flowerbeds.
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Figure 1¢ Locationof the proposed sitesindicated bythe red polygon The blue polygonshowsand area of
rough pasture and wet woodland.

Figure 2¢ Aerial Phoographs of

the site (please note these are from 2011)
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3. METHODOLOGY

3.1.1 The ecological baseline was established through desk study andswsitey as
outlined below.

3.2.1 The site was searched usihgcation Centre (A GIS Systampstablish the presence
or absence of Local Wildlife Sites and Sites of Special Scientific Interest.

3.2.2 The following websites were also reviewed:

o www.naturalengland.org.uk (for information on statutory designated nature
conservation sites)

o www.nbn.org.uk (National Biodiversity Network website for protected species
distribution).

3.31 Survey Area
The survey areas shown n Figures 1 & 2, above by the red polygonThe blue
polygon shows an area of rough wet meadow and scrubby wet woodland.

3.32 Survey Methodolog
A scopingsurvey of the site was carried ooh foot, whereby notes were taken on
species composition and evidence indicating the presence of badger, fox and other
habitat potential for other speciesicluding trees with roosting potential for bats
great crested newtsand nestingpotential for birds.

A search dr any invasive nomative species such as Japanese knotwdetldpia
japonicg was also carried out.

Target notes were used to record any habitats or features of particular interest and
any sightings,signs, or evidence of protected or notable faunal espes or any
potential habitat for such species, as detailed below:

o The suitability of habitats was assessed for amphibi@amd reptiles(including
great crested newfriturus cristatuy

o0 The suitability of habitats was assessed for badddelés meleg and any
evidence of badger including setts, dung fasines badger paths, hairs,
bedding, footprintsand scratchingf treesd shrubswasnoted.

9 Prepared byVildlife Services, Leicestershire.
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o Trees with features suitable for roosting bats were noted, such as hollows, cracks
and cavities witin trunks and branches (e.g. old woodpecker holes), crevices
behind loose bark and ivy growth.andcape features such aswoodland,
hedgerowstrees and shrubsvere assessed for their potential suitability for bat
foraging andcommuting.

o0 The suitability of habitats was asssed for nesting birds and
o0 The suitability of habitats was assessed for reptiles

The ideal time to carry out aurvey is during the plant growing season (i.e. April
September) and this is also when most animals are active.

3.3.3 Survey Detalils
Jools Partridgassisted Julie Partridgearried ait scopingsurvey on the29" April
2021

Theleadsurveyor idicensedfor the following
1 Natural Englandlass survey licenaegistration number CLS02385
1 WML CL15 (Volunteer Bat Roost Visitor Level 1)
1 WML CL18 (Bat Survey Level 2)
1 WML-CL® (Great Crested Newt Clagk
1 WML-CL1XWhite Clawed Crayfish)

3.34 Survey Limitations

It shouldalsobe noted that single visstto a site at any time of yeas likely to miss a
proportion of the plant species present

Ful access was available to siteges, shrubsand hedgerowsinder ownership of
Ashby de la Zouch Town Council

10 Prepared byVildlife Services, Leicestershire.
Tel:0116 3057385



Habitat Scoping SurvayBat Grounds, Ashby de la Zouch

3.4.1 Based upon the desk study and site survey, an ecological evaluation of the site was
undertaken using a combination of evaluation criteria for habitats and species,

3.4.2

3.4.3

although the general framework follows that provided B EEM (IEEM 20063ee
Table 2below).

Where relevantthe evaluation was made with reference to the statutory protection

afforded to species and habitats.

Legal protection does not always correspond to conservation value. Some species (e.g.
badger) are protected for reasons of animal welfare rather than conservation. Others
are ofNational conservation value but are not protected by law (e.g. some Red Data

Book species and UK BAP species).

Table 2 Determination of Ecological Value

Ecological
Value

Description and Examples

High

Habitats or features that have high importance for nature conservat
such as statutory designated nature conservation sitemfrnational or
National importance or sites maintaining viable populations of specig
International or National importane (e.g. Red Data Book speci
European protected species).

Medium

Sites designated at @unty or District level, e.g. Local Wildlife Site (LW
anciei ¢22Rf I yR aAYILOZNIS QAR ISR I S
features that are notablevithin the context of a region, county or distri
(e.g. a viable area of a Priority Habitat on the county BAP or a site
supports a viable population of a county BAP species).

Low

Sites of nature conservation value within the context ofParish or
neighbourhood, longrade common habitats, such as arable fields
improved grasslands and sites supporting common, widespread specig

11 Prepared byVildlife Services, Leicestershire.
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4.

41.1

a)

b)

41.2

42.1

BASELINECOLOGICATONDITIONS

Designated Nature Conservation Sites

Statutorysites

There are no statutorydesignatednature consevation sites (e.g. Siteof Special
Scientific Interest(SSJINational Nature Resee (NNR) or Local Nature Reserve
(LNR within or boundingthe surveysite.

Nonstatutory sites

Thereare no non-statutory designated nature conservation sites (i.e. county Local
Wildlife Site, LWSglentified within the area of proposedevelopment However,

The Royal Hotel and Bath Ash Tree, a candidate for a Local Wildlife Site, (usually as it
has been recoreld as a veteran tree), lies to the west of Bath Grounds.

Protected/notable Faunal Species

No requesthas been maddor a protected species search centred on this &iten
Leicestershire and Rutland Environmental Record Centre

Habitat Types
The following Phasé& habitattypes were recorde@n the site

o Amenity grasslan@1.2 ¢ The main body of the site

12 Prepared byVildlife Services, Leicestershire.
Tel:0116 3057385



Habitat Scoping SurveyBat Grounds, Ashby de la Zouch Ecological Assessment

4.2.2 Habitat Descriptions

a)

Amenity grasslan@]1.2) ¢ The main body of the site

The site comprised &.2 hectare (ha) of landcurrently consisting ofvery shortly
mown, species poor amenity grassland, part of which is occupied by a cricket pitch
and bowlinggreen The bowling green and its perimeter hedge were not included in
the survey as the main task of this report is to inform potential improvements to the
site for enhancement of biodiversitywhich would not be suitable for this more
formally managed a

Severalareas on sitemostly slightly less well mown areas, inclod a banked area
along the northwest boundy of the site Gee Photograple below)and boundary
edges had a little more species richnedse to being mown less often. Boundary
and bank speciemcluded cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestiisdandelion Taraxacum
spp), ribwort plantain Plantago lanceolatg yarrow Achillea millefoliury as well as
white clover Trifolium repeny dandelion Taraxacum spp.and alsored fescue
(Festcua rubpand perennial ryegrassLolium perenngthe latter few species being
found over the resf the sitegrasslandsThe sitehad all-weather perimeter path
around the site,part of which ranunder a mature treelindisted under 2.1for
reference SeePhotograpls 1, 2, & 3 above and4, 5 & 6below.

Please note that the culvertegind gardened southern boundargot part of this site
survey, was a good example of what could be implemented over many of the less
used corners of the Bath Grounthis area is currently managed by Friends of Bath
Ground.

Photograp ¢ Northernsection viewed\Etoward thbowling green
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Photographb ¢ Southern sectio, viewefh owIing remo the SW

Photograph & The embanked area to théW of the site boundary.

4.23 Proteded/notable Species

a) Plants
Two areas to thenorthern boundary of the site, being fenced off with chestnut
paling fence anatonsisting odisturbedground, were enquired aboytand found to
be sites ofa known, non-native invasive plant Japanese KnotweedFéllopia
japonicg. Bothof these sites wer@ndera longterm removal treatmenprogramme
commissioned by Ashby de la Zouch Town Cauncil

b) Amphibiansandreptiles
Boggyland, best described and rough wet meadadacentto the westboundary
of the site would have good potential to harbour amphibiasusd reptilesincluding
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