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UNIT V (1848-1877) Ch. 13 Student Outline – THE UNION IN PERIL 

 
1. Define sectionalism: 

 
 
 

2. Describe the positions of Northern Democrats and Whigs compared to abolitionists compared to 
Free-Soilers –  

 
 
 
 
 

3. Define popular sovereignty: 
 
 
 

4. Explain why the Compromise of 1850 was a necessary measure to prevent southern secession –  
 
 
 

5. Write down EACH of the statutes of the Compromise of 1850 and describe who that provision 
was meant to appease (you can name groups, sections of the country, politicians, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NAME:  DATE:  PERIOD: 
 

6. Describe how Stephen A. Douglas enabled the passage of the Compromise of 1850 – 
 
 
 
 

7. Describe the most substantial consequence of the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law –  
 
 
 
 

8. Explain the meaning beyond President Lincoln’s quote: “So you’re the little woman who wrote the 
book that made this great war.” –  

 
 
 
 

9. Explain the difference between how Uncle Tom’s Cabin denounced slavery versus how the 
Impending Crisis of the South denounced it –  

 
 
 
 

a. Explain how proslavery Southerners reacted to the condemnation: 
 
 
 

10. Describe the major political and physical consequences of the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 –  
 
 
 
 

11. Explain how the Brooks/Sumner Affair is symbolic of the sectionalism of the time –  
 
 
 
 

12. Describe the circumstances behind the fall of the Whigs and the rise of the Republican Party –  
 
 
 
 
 

13. Explain why the Lecompton Constitution was rejected by Congress despite support from 
President Buchanan –  

 
 
 

14. Explain how the Dred Scott decision impacted sectionalism conflict over the expansion of slavery 
into western territories –  
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15. Describe the Freeport Doctrine –  
 
 
 

16. Describe the big picture impact that the raid on Harper’s Ferry had on sectional tensions –  
 
 
 

17. Describe the immediate impact of the election of Abraham Lincoln –  
 
 
 
 

18. Describe the purpose of the Crittenden Compromise –  
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READ THIS 

 
ANSWER THIS 

 
 
Answer the multiple-choice questions by writing the correct answer in the spaces below: 
1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  
5.  
6.  
7.  
8.
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Please answer Short Answer #3 in the spaces below: 

 
 
 


