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Preparing A Shell Show Entry



Preparing A Shell Show Entry

Discussion Points:
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c. Best view
example #2
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Melogena consors
Sowerby II, 1850
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Discussion Points:
2. Identify Shells

a. Reference Books
b. Hardy’s on-line
c. WoRMS
d. MolluscaBase
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Reference Books:
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Hardy’s on-line catalog:
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WoRMS (World Register of 
Marine
Species):
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MolluscaBase:
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b. Author, date
c. Other info
d. Style of label
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Prepare Labels: 
a. Genus species 
b. Author, date

always follow
either on same
line or below
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Prepare Labels: 
a. Genus species 
b. Parenthesis

indicates later
taxonomic
change!
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Prepare Labels: 
A tasteful
alternative



Preparing A Shell Show Entry

Prepare Labels: 

Whatever you 
do . . . Make it
tasteful and easy 
to read.  12 or 14
point type.
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Prepare Labels: 

Do Not Use
Script or some a fancy
font!  Very Hard 
to READ!
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Discussion Points:
3. Prepare Labels

c. Other info
1). Where found
2). Family
3). Common name
4). Other info
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3). Specialized 
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Discussion Points:
4. Display Your Shells

a. Cases
1). Already made
2). Make your own

b. Layout of shells
c. Mounting of shells
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2). Make your own

-- assembling
the case
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-- assembling
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Cases
2). Make your own

-- sanding the
case
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2). Make your own

-- finished!
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Cases
2). Make your own

-- finished
(& with shell
display ready
for viewing)!
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1). Non-glass

such 
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You may need
This
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Let’s look at some cases:
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Display Your Shells
Layout of shells

Aesthetically:
“crowded”
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Display Your Shells
Layout of shells

Non-scientific 
but acceptable
for general use
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Display Your Shells: 

To Place or Mount?

1. Place requires more time at 
the show (every show)

2. Mount requires more time 
at home (just one time)

?
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Display Your Shells: 
Mounting the shell

Geo-Tac                        Mounting Putty       White Glue        Tacky Glue
Shannon’s Minerals                Hobby Lobby           W-Mart            Craft Store
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Display Your Shells: 
Affixing the label

Double-sided Tape               Carpet Tape           White Glue         Tacky Glue
Office Supply Lowes                    W-Mart           Craft Store      
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Discussion Points:
5. Backboards

a. Make your point
b. Use photos
c. Don’t crowd
d. Use readable type
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Backboards
a. Make your point
b. Use Photos
c. Don’t crowd
d. Readable type
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Summary:
1. Prepare Shells
2. Identify Shells
3. Prepare Labels
4. Display Your Shells
5. Backboards
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DETAILS:
1. Correct Spelling
2. Italize or “…” the

Genus & species
3. Capitalize Genus
3. Be Neat
4. Don’t Crowd



Preparing A Shell Show Entry

My First Shell Show Display (2009)
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Questions?
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The End!
(now go home and start 
making your shell show

entry!)

Disclaimer:  no mollusks were injured in preparing this presentation!


